
Luther 1n Orway”
By Kenneth agen

One of the fruits of the Luther Renaissance of OUT CENTLUY has een the Luther-
forschungsberichte. Since the Second World War, Luther research has become
INOTC extens1ive an! varied. Likewise, repOorts Luther research ave become
INOTE concentrated an specialized. Together with the claim that Luther
search SaVyS much about the Sitz-ım-Leben of the researcher 1t 0€es about
the subject under invest1igatıon, OLLC Cal also claim that repOrts Luther
research ave importance beyond asserting who sa1d what about Luther. My
PUrTrDOSC 1n this article 15 do for OrWaYy what has een one for Sweden,
CIMANY, an the United States.!

'his project has CONtEMPOFALY CONtext One 1e64SON for this project 15 that,
Luther scholars heard 1n Lund, ugus of 97 7, Luther and Scandinavia aveyet
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meet.* Lutheranism 1n Scandinavila developed LLLOIC from Luther’s assoclates,
who WCIC nNnOot carbon coples of Luther. Luther has een filtered through these
followers. One small WaYy facilitate the meeting of Luther an Lutheranism 1n
OrWay 15 bring light the CONSCIOUSNESS of hat has een translated an
sa1id about Luther ere 'his 15 especially approprlate 1O that the eventh
International Congress tor Luther Research 111 take place 1n slo I
ugus 1988

second 1C4sSsOnN for this report 15 that Norway supposedly lacks distinctive
approach Luther. Swedish scholarship 15 famous for 1ts Lundensian »mMotif
research«. There INaYy be distinctive Danish method.3 There aIiC, of COUISC,
Varlıous German methodologies. In Norwegıan literature, there 15 absence of
discussion of Norwegıan approach Luther. In fact, there aAic VCIY few
references 1n the Norwegılan liıterature Luther other Norwegıan works!
One could easily get the 1impression that what 1S described characteristic of
Luther research 1n Scandinavıla \»independent«, »individual«, »isolated«, and
perhaps »stamped by certaın provincialism«| 15 certainly Lru within OrWaYy
itself.4 think INanYy Norweglans ave the 1mpress1ion that 1t 15 all unrelated.
hope indicate what think be possible distinctive Norwegıan approach
Luther.

third CONTtLEXT 1S 1n the Lutherforschungsberichte for Scandinavıia. Thestrup
Pedersen’s repOort at the Fırst International Congress for Luther Research at

Aarhus, 6, lists only Swedish, Finnish, an! Danish works 1n the bibliography
an dedicates his article Lundensian problems of atonement, creation, and
sanctiftication.® egın Prenter’s report „»Luther-Research 1n Scandinavia
S1NCe 1945 COVCIS 1945-19 an the work of Norwegılans Ole Modalslıi, arl
Fr Wislo({f, an Ivar Asheim.® Prenter feels that of the three emphases noted Dy

So Poul eorg LINDHARDT: Luther und Skandinavien. In Luther und die Theologie der egen-
WAart Reterate und Berichte des Fünften Internationalen Kongresses für Lutherforschung,
Lund, Schweden, 14.-20. ugus 1977 ed DYy Leift Grane and Bernhard Lohse GO 1980, 34-
144
C Leift (GRANE Modus oquendi theologicus: Luthers Kampf die Erneuerung der Theologie
(1515-1518]). Leiden LO M
Regın PRENTER: Luther research iın Scandinavia S1NCe 194 Lutheran world |Geneve 966
272
Ebbe Thestrup PEDERSEN: Lutherforschung 1n Skandinavien 1m wesentlichen 1939-195 In
Lutherforschung heute, AA
Ole MODALSLUI: Das Gericht naeh den Werken: eın Beıtrag Luthers Lehre VO Gesetz CO
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Pedersen, the themes of creation and santification contıinue be researched
after 1956, while there 15 decline of interest 1n the atonemen and rse of
interest 1n DLICW theme, Luther’s hermeneutics./ In his repOIt of EOFF »[IIie
Lutherforschung 1n Scandinavien se1t 1966«, Stetften Kjeldgaard-Pedersen
cIS the work of Inge Lonning and Bjarne Hareide.® He the continuance of
the NCW ınterest 1n hermeneutics 1n the work of Lonning, work also included
1n SUIVCY of »the mMOst ımportant« Luther monographs from the Nordic
countrıes from the 9705 198 39 think INOIC Can be sa1d about the S1X books
aN! several articles Luther, of Norwegıan orıgın after 194 5, an 111 do
this repOIt unfolds.

his article 15 nOot about the reception of Luther 1n the church, the Varı0Ous
„Lutheran« institut1ons, and/or the people whole 'his 1s not about
Norwegıan Luther milieu.

My perspecti1Vve, then, 15 threetold (I) what 4dIC the Luther publications 1n

Norway‘ (2) 1n light of the Luther scholarship one elsewhere, particularly 1n
Sweden an („ermany, what Can be sa1d about the work one 1n Orway anı (3}
hat kind of bibliographic report on 1tems printed 1n Norway) Can be provided
that1l ave utility of 1ts own®

In order develop understanding of the Norwegıan Luther, L will first deal
with translations of Luther into Norwegıan Secondly, ll Norwegıan
interpretations of Luther. Finally, L will summarıze Norwegıan scholarship iın

of what 111 call the »independent Luther«.

Luther IN Norwegıan
Luther 1ın translation tends COM in three ftorms. The maın forms dIC the
catechism, especially the Small catechism, an the Sermons. hen t+here atrec the

96 35 arl Fr WISLOFF: Nattverd studie Luthers teologi. slo Ivar ÄSHEIM:
Glaube und Erziehung bei Luther: eın Beıitrag ZUI Geschichte des Verhältnisses VOIl Theologie
und Pädagogik. 196
Prenter Luther research 276
Inge LONNING: Kanon 1mM Kanon: ZU dogmatischen Grundlagenproblem des neutestamentli-
hen Kanons. 972 Jarne AREIDE!: Konfirmasjonen reformasjonstiden: undersokelse

den lutherske konfirmasjon Tyskland 520- Lund 1966
Kjeldgaard-Pedersen: Op Cit:; 66-68; Bernt ÖOFTESTAD: Noen nordiske Luther-avhandlinger
fra de sıiste AT (1983),
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volumes of »selected WTI1LtINSS« often connected estive date Finally, there
15 the varıety of traCcts and treatıses, the maJjor1ıty of which dIC VCIY small

Luther’s arge catechism went through multiple editions aM 1SSUeSs. Fre-
derik Wilhelm Bugge  S edition of &60 went through eight 1SSUeEeSs until 599, an
then it W as further revised. arl Paul Casparı an Gisle Johnson’s edition from

8& went through three 1SSUES until 894 Wilhelm Andreas Wexels’ transla-
tıon witnessed S1X 1SSUES between 878 aM 712 In addition, Hans Mossın 1n
1774 4N Wilhelm Christie 1n 910 edited the arge catechism.!®

The »Concordia« Was translated DYy the mid-ıogth CENLULY DaIr, Casparı aM
Johnson, who WEeIC famous for being „»Lutheran«.14 They also published »The
Contessional Wrıtings of the Church of Norway«, which includes Luther’s
Small catechism along with the Apostles’, Nıcene, and Athanasian Creeds and
the »Augsburg Confession« |Norwegian law S1NCEe 687).15 The Satiilc collection
Was published before the War by Sigurd Normann, who 111 be treated 1ın
special CategOry below (Section I1.4) an after the War, 1n each of the official
Janguages, Dy Arve Brunvoll.1e Both Luther’s catechisms ave een issued
recently by arl Fredrik Wisloff.17 SO there ave een about LW  } dozen arge
catechisms SINCE last CENTLULY an hundred an! LW dozen Small catechisms —
»without personal editor translator« indicated.18 The Small catechism 15
commonly praised the IMOStT important of Luther’s writings. EB

LUTHERS OR KATEKISMUS/ ed Dy Firederik| Wlilhelm| ugge Christiania 1860; Sth 1Ssue.
Drammen 1899; L1CW vers1o0n. slo 1952, 1968
LUTHERS SC} KATEKISMUS/ ed by Clarl| P{aul| Casparı and Gisle Johnson Christiania 1881
3rd 1Ssue. Christiania, 8594
LUTHERS OR KATEKISMUS/ ed by Wlilhelm| Alndreas| exsels. Christiania 1828; 6th 1SsSue.
Christiania

13 LUTHERS OR KATEKISMUS/ ed by Hans Mossın. Bergen L/7T4: LUTHERS KATEKISMUS/ ed
by Wlilhelm| Christie. Christiania

I KONKORDIEBOGEN DEN EVANGELISK-LUTHERSK)! KIRKES BEKJENDELSESSKRIFTER (Die symbo-
ischen Bücher der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche eutsch und lateinisch NOrW. ed Dy
Clarl| Jaul| Casparı an Gisle Johnson. Christiania 1866; „nd 1SSuUe. Christiania 852

I5 DEN ORSKE KIRKES BEK]ENNELSESSKRIFTER/ ed Dy Clarl| Plaul| Casparı and Gisle Johnson
Christiania 8572; 4th 1SsSue. Christiania 1908

16 DEN ORSKE IRKES BEI(]ENNELSESSKRIFTER/ ed Dy Sigurd Normann. slo 1930; ed Dy Arve
Brunvoll slo 1972 (bokm VEDK]ENNINGSSKRIFTERE ÄT DEN NORSKE KYRKJA/ ed by Brun-
voll Bergen 1970O; nd 1SsSue. Bergen 1979 (nynorsk)

I LUTHERS KATEKISMER/ ed by arl Fr Wislotft. slo 1979
I8 Kenneth HAGEN: Av O: Luther pa norsk. 87 1198 ),



The Small catechism of Martın Luther naturally then has seen extensive
editing an printing. The Norwegıan Section (NA] at the Universitetsbib-
lioteket (UB) catalogues these 1n LW  c categorles: editions printed without pPCI-
sonal editorship designated and editions printed with the editor’s F3881% Of the
latter, the Anton Christian Bang edition 15 the MOSTt extensive an famous.?®9

About 60 1SSUES of the Small catechism WEeIC printed without personal editor-
ship between FTa an! There dIiC agaın INalı 1SSUeEes until the en! of the
nineteenth CENTLUTY. According the the number of catechisms issued
without personal editorship diminished 1n OUI CENTLULY about dozen.

Quarto editions of the Church an House Postilla began 1n the 1820Ss In
Christiania Oslo]), MOST of the postilla WEeIC published 1n the 1830-18 5OS, an
then agaın 1n the 880s8s.21

Most of the »„»selected WILtINSS« (NA| also WCIC published 1n the 30-1I
and agaın 1ın the 880S ugse prepared LW  ®] large volumes of Luther’s »(„eEnNeESI1S
lectures« an OILC of the »Large Galatians« Jacob Kornbrekke anAnton

Prytz selected from Luther’s the Psalms.?3 The publishers
Svendsen A Hangeraas issued collection of Luther’s wrI1ltings the 19a-

IS Oddvar JENSEN: FT Bedeutung Luthers Norwegen. Der Ginko Baum (Helsinki 198 3,
LUTHERS KATEKISMUS/ ed by Alnton| Chrlistian| Bang Christiania 1890; 38 1SSUe. slo
1976, and at least LW other serles: nynorsk. sth 1Ssue. slo 1964 (In his OW] T1ESOUICCS Jensen:
UOp Clt., Yl, COUNTS different 1SSUeSs ot the Bang catechism ın serl1es, and 1SSUeSs published
recently by Harald Kaasa Hammer. Other editions of „Luthers lille katekismus« that went

hrough multiple 1SSUeEeSs include the following: ed Dy Eivind Berggrav slo 1938; oth 1Ssue.
sio 963 1D./ ed by Ellias| Blix. Christiania 59 14th 1Ssue. slo 1960; 1D./ ed Dy ndreas
Mlartin| Corneliussen and Olaf Ellefsen. Kristlianıa IOI iıoth 1Ssue. slo 1955; 1D./ ed. by
ä  ud Gislesen. Christiania 18544; 4th 1SsSuUe. Christiania 1855; ID./ ed by Thlor| Gleorg|
[ernhard Christiania 1886; 76th 1Ssue with ven Svensen. slo 193 7nd ed  K by
Svensen. Drammen th 1Ssue. Drammen 940
The regısters publications between 18728 and 1910 The others 1n OUT CENLUFY
1sSsue of 1949 ‚Of L8 edition], which Jensen: Op &14 92, cıtes still the IMOST used, and the
recent publication of the Gospels, 1968, and the Epistles, 97
artın LUTHER: Udforlige udlzggelse af ftorst Mosebog/ transl by Firederik| Wlilhelm!| Bugge.
vols. Christiania I  SX  4; DR MARTIN LUTHERS UDFORLIGE FORKLARING OVER PAULUS’S REV

TIL (GGJALATERNE: Oversat efter den tyske tekst ohann Gleorg| Walchs udgave/ transl|. Dy ugge
Krıstlianıa 1897

273 artın LUTHER: Udvalgte skrifter/ transl Dy [acob| Kinudsen| Kornbraekke and Alnton| Ire
rik| Wlinter| [akhelln]| Prytz. vols Christiania 188 3-1893
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and resurrection.** Krıstian Olsen translated edition of selected wri1t-

Ings for the »Library tor home«.2> ermann Norendal edited Luther
education.?*® Johann Jakob Rambach/’s (G(‚erman edition W as also translated into
Norwegıan 1n 4

hen there ATIC smaller selections: Luther’s » | Treasure Chest«,28 his last
sermon,*? the „»Smalcald articles«.39 There WeICcC LW  } different editions of
Luther’s »Contession concern1ing Jesus Christ«.91 There WEeIC four single vol
InNnes of the Table talk, consisting of approximately 400 (1 849} Y
( 1917).°

In OUI CENTULY there W as bright SpOt for Luther 1ın the I9 305 (Normann| and
then after 966 ormann Was the only Luther scholar beftore The fruits of
his work the pr1ımary sources WCIC issued first the Luther volume 1ın the
ser1es of „Christian classics«®3 and then the volumes of » NOrges
Lutherlags Skrifter«

artın LUTHER: Udvalgte okrifter sakramenterne de dodes opstandelse/ transl by
S[ven| Svendsen and Hangeraas. Kristiansund

25 artın LUTHER: Udvalgte SkrTrIifiter. transl]l. bDy Krıstlian Olsen. vols. Christiania 1887
26 BARNET FO  z UDS IK. Martın Luther tanker opdragelse undervisning/ ed by Hermann

Norendal. slo 1937
OCT. MART. LUTHERS TRE OPB  GE { Luthers eıne Schriften, |Auswa.
Norw. ))/ ed by ohann Rambach. Det IsSste ()m de Christnes harnisk vaaben Det
„dte Om sande Christnes salige haab Det zdie: aad mod doden Kristiansand 548

8 UDTOG LUTHERS JII DET VANGELISE: AGAZIN Samıt Den hellige krig af
Johannes Bunılan. Christiania 548
Doc. LUTHERS AFSKEDSORD SIDSTE PRADIKEN/ transl|. Dy Olaus Nielsen. Frederikshal:
/Halden

3 artın LUTHER: UDe schmalkaldiske artikler/ ed by J(ohan Cordt Harmens| Storjohann. 3
stlanıla 1877

31 artın LUTHER: Bekjendelse Jesu Christo (Von Jesu Christo ıne Predigt NOrW. ))/ ed by
lilhelm!| Alndreas| Wezxels. Christiania 1829; LUTHERS BEKJENDELSE JESU CHRISTO/ ed Dy
Ben] amin| Lindner. Trondhjem

3 Martın LUTHER: Bordtaler eller fortrolige underholdning med s1iıne omgangsvenner/ ed Dy
[ohannes Belsheim. Christiania 1849; „nd 1SSuUe. Kristianlia 1881 LUTHER: Bordtaler: et lidet
udvalg/ ed by Alndreas| Mlartin| Corneliussen. Kristianıla 8859 LUTHER: Bordtaler udvalg/ ed
Dy Ivar Kristianla

33 MARTIN LUTHER/ ed Dy Sigurd Ormann. slo I (Hovedverker den kristne litteratur fra
kirketedrene til nutiden;34 NORGES LUTHERLAGS ÖKRIFTER published Luther translations ın vol VIDNESBY4RD DEN UNGE
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After 1966 the editing an publishing of Luther selections revived. (n the
A450oth aNN1IVCISALY of the Theses, Inge Lenning‘ »L1ving Luther« appeared®>
did handsome edition of arlWiıtte’ Hausandachtsbuch 36 1Ve editions of the
small E7 edition of the Table talk WCIC issued between 968 and 978 Kurt
Aland’s Lutherlexicon W as translated Luther »Explanation of Ps CC an the

Christian reedom WeIC reprinted. Svend Lerfeldt’s „Luther-book«
Was translated from Danıish. Most recent the highly praised, S1]1X--volume
edition of Inge Lonning an Tarald Rasmussen.

LUTHER /Reprint of » Martın Luther«/ ed by Normann| slo 1931 vol LUTHERS SKRIFTI

slo 1936 and in vol LUTHERS ROSI slo 1946
35 LEVENDE LUTHER/ ed by Inge Lonning slo 1967
36 GLED DEG, UDS husandaktsbok INun freut uch lieben Christen SINCHN Luthers

Wort täglichen Andachten/ ed by arl (NOrW ))/ transl Dy Rolt Lein an! Ole
oOdalsılı s1lo 1967
LUTHERS ORDIALER UDVALG/ ed by Ivar Welle sth slo 1978 SCC ftootnote 3

38 urt AÄALAND Hva S1ICT Luther? et Luther eksikon (Lutherlexikon (NOrW ) / trans|] DYy Tormod
Engelsviken slo 1974

39 DR MARTIN LUTHERS FORKLARING OVER DEN DAVIDS (Enarratio Psalmorum
11 „Mıiıserere 1111 Deus« (NOTW )/ ed Dy rtiends of Hans auge slo 1948 reprınt
1975; LUTHER En istens frihet 'Von der Freiheit Christenmenschen (NOrTW / ed by
Sigmund Mowinckel Reprint of the edition Krıstlianla 1917 Stavanger 979
Svend LERFELDT Lutherboken (Lutherbogen (NOrW ))/ transl DyE Sjaastad slo LO

41 Martın LUTHER Verker utvalg/ ed by Inge Leoenning and Tarald Rasmussen vols sio 1979-
1983 Vol 1979] Forste salmeforelesning (Dictata upß Psalterium]; Annen salmeforeles-
NN (Operationes psalmos]; Romerbrevsforelesningen (Vorlesung über den Römerbriel];
Jlexter fra avlatsstriden Eın Sermon VO'!  - und CGCnade Resolutiones disputationum de
indulgentiarum virtute]; Dıisputasjonen Heidelberg (Disputatio Heidelbergae habita]; 10

fra I (Ein Sermon VO:  } der Bereıtung ZU Sterben Eın Sermon VO  - dem heiligen
ochwürdigen Sakrament der Taufe| Vol 1979] Skriftet til den kristne adel | den
christlichen Adel deutscher atıon VOIl des christlichen Standes Besserung]; kriftet
irkens babylonske fangerskap (DeCBabylonica ecclesiae praeludium]; Martın Lu-
thers traktat den kristne frihet (Epistola Lutheriana ad Leonem SUINIMNUIN pontificem
Iractatus de libertate christiana) Vol ( 980] Skrittet mMot Ambrosius Catharinus (Ad librum
CX111111 m.  1 NOSTr1 Mag Ambrosii Catharini, ); En velment f{ormaning til alle kristne
050 vokte 5CH for ODPIOI UuUIQO (Eine TEeU! Vermahnung Luthers en Christen, ich
hüten VOT Aufruhr und Empörung]; Skriftet den verdslige ovrighet |Von weltlicher ber-
keit ); Et skrift menighetens rett til DDo edomme leresporsmäl kalle prester (Daiß e1iIN!

christliche Versammlung der emeıne Recht und Macht habe alle Lehre urteilen und
Lehrer beruten C1MNn und abzusetzen ); Et TEV til de kristne Strasbourg fra Martın Luther
(Ein Brieft die Christen Strafßsburg wider den Schwärmergeist); Mot de immelske



10M 1979 tOo the sooth aNNIVEISATY, OrWay witnessed unprecedented
Luther the Leoenning Rasmussen »Martın Luther Verker utvalg« C

2.000 of Luther modern scholarly form It the largest edition anıy
Scandinavian language There W as little precedent elsewhere the Nordic
COUNfTrIiES In Swedish there had een volumes from I8 I8 part
edition of 878 preceded)], an INOTIC recently five works of Luther from the

5 205 WCIC printed tour volume SETt (19 5 / 1964) In Danish there had een
four volumes of selected 11962 1964; reprınt 1980]); fifth volume
Cailnlec OUuUt 9 \De SCIVO arbitrio) A the TIEVICWS of the Norwegıan editionI
ave read CVCI those Norwegılans who 4ATC concerned about the approprıateness
of Vol for Norway,“*® that the edition accomplished 1fs 1114111

goal present Luther 111a his CONtEMPOTFrAKES heard an read him It 15

generally conceded that the attempt present all sides of Luther work has
een successtul Some would ave LLLOIC SCTINONS an less polemics Whether all
sides of Luther including the »[Jictata Psalterium« AIC desirable
COUNTEIY where Luther read little internal MmMatter

My OW:p that the S1X volumes ATC both practical from SCT

of 1CW an! solid from scientitic of 1CW Further allıYy differences
within the COUNILY about Luther an! thus the Bible 4ATIC of pOsSt Luther OI1g111
basically hermeneutical and basically endless Finally, glad that ))D€
arbitrio0« appeared OrWay before 1T did Denmark

profetene ildene sakramentet Wider die himmlischen Propheten VO  ; den Bildern und
Sakrament); Oppfordring til red (Ermahnung ZU Frieden auf die ZWO. Artikel der Bauern
SC. Schwaben] Vol 1981]) esus Christus jode todsel (Daiß EeSus Christus C111

geborener ude se1]; Skrittet til raädsherrene alle Tysklands byer|die Ratherren aller Städte
deutschen Lands S1C chrıistlıche chulen aufrichten und halten ollen]; Om handel agcCI
|Von aufshandlung und Wucher|; (QIm den trellbundne viljen (De SCIVO arbitrio| Vol 1982)
Den tyske InNnesSsen (Deutsche Messe und Ordnung Gottesdiensts]); (OQOm Kristı nattverd (Vom
Abendmahl Christi, Bekenntnis]; Den tyske katekisme (Deutsch |Großer Katechismus] Vol

(1 98 3) Den Galaterbrevkommentaren (In epistolam Paulıi ad Galatas mMmMeNntarıus
); Den StOre Genesiskommentaren ([z Mose| enes1s Vorlesung]; Om mennesket (Dispu-

de omine); Mot sabbatarierne Wider die Sabbather 1NeN guten Freund). — EeVIEWS:
Gustaf Wingren: Kirke og kultur 4 (Oslo 1979], 558- 56I; Leift Grane: NILI S81 1980), LOII9;
84 (1983]), 186- I8  0O
Review by Thlorkild| Lyby Christensen DTT 4 1982), 146 149
Äge HOLTER Halveis med Luther 1981]), 305 308 Ivar Asheim Ung teologi I S10
1981 , 107 109 Both aTe pOS1ıt1ve regarding the whole edition
Asheim Ung teologi I S10 1981], 108 I5 1982]), 94; 16 1983|), 97
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Statistically, the above catechisms, postilla, 4an selections ACCOUNT for moOost
of the of Luther 1n translation. But there 15 LNOIC

More difficult classify, EXCEDTLT miscellanea, dIC the shorter traCcts an
treatıses, single titles of sample of titles: »Foundations of DUIC
an apostolic dogma« E: 846), Luther’s »(Gierman 1I1AasSS« B 863), »Concerning the
suffering of Christ«, »Concern1ing secular authority« 1882|, » |WO hundred
pearls« 118831

One volume of this stands Out nOot 1y because it 15 attractive but
also because it 15 indicative of the Luther 1n OrWay It 15 SigmundMowinckel’s
edition of »„The reedom of the Christian c Note the theme reedom oft
the Lutheran, reedom of the Norwegıan. It W as popular text edited twıce
betore and twıce 1n 19 7 47 The yCar commemorated the Theses, dozen
atter the dissolution of the un1ıon with Sweden; NorwaYy W as independent an
neutral. The format of the Mowinckel edition W as decorative an estive.
Luther translation by Old TLestament scholar mMecans that Luther 15 for
CEVEIYONC, an small faculty MUStT Man Yy Luther 15 for
celebration. Mowinckel himself concluded that the spirıt of reedom the
ESSCIICC of religion expressed 1n the treatıse 15 matter of necessity for the
Norwegıan church nOow.48

H Interpretations of Luther

In treatıng interpretations of Luther by Norwegılans, classitication of the
material 111 help ll NOT ere the literature where Luther 1s sed 1n

theological argument. Elsewhere ave offered thesis about the place of
Luther 1n i9th CENTULY theology, where concluded that Luther had kind of
»hbreakthrough« in the leading theologian of the CENTUTY, Gisle Johnson, filtered

45 For others ct. agen Av Luther 94-96
46 Om er kristenmenneskes rihet/ transı]|. by Sigmund Mowınckel Kristianıa 1917; reprint\see

tootnote
Sermon Et kristenmenneskes frihed/ transl]. by Johan Storjohann. Christiania 1876;
Om et kristen-menneskes frihed/ transı]|. Dy Krıstian Olsen Kristianıa 18857; (Im kristens
rihet/ transl by D(aniel| Alndreas| Froviıg. Kristlianla

48 Sigmund MOWINCKEL: Et tenkt forord til overszttelse Luthers „Et kristenmenneskes
frihet«. For kirke kultur (Kristiania LO1.7% 502-



through conftessional orthodoxy.“? Nor 111 the literature where Luther
15 treated Dart of larger whole, 1n Reformation histories 1n of
systematıc positions.>® wish articles, chapters, an books where
Luther 15 the maın subject. There 4ATIC bibliographic aids 4SS1St 1n this

The categorles 111 us«c 4ATIC (1) translations of other secondary
material, (2) biographies of both the INOITIC popular and INOTC academic LYyDpe, (3}
Festskrifter, which find quıite indicative of the Norwegıan Luther, (4) Sigurd
Normann, who 15 1n of his OW. for the pIec-1945 tıme, 15} journal
articles, (6) »the real Luther«, (7) dissertations by Norwegılans after 045 and 8}
Luther an! Scr1ıpture:

Translations ave een made of primarily German, English, 4an Amerıcan
works. Ole Hallesby’s translation of Wilhelm Walther’s ecture appeared 1n
10175 Both the estive ate an the tOpI1C, think, typical of Luther etTe
LO17, Luther and the Holy Scriptures. Luther 15 sed agaınst C  Yary
(liberal) Protestant theology. In addition, 1t 15 pointed Out that dictation
understanding of inspıratıon Was advocated DYy the Nominalists Gabriel Biel and
Pıerre D’A-illy.52 Works by three other („‚„ermans, Gerhard Ebeling, Hanns Lilje,

Kenneth HAGEN: Gjennomslag for Luther orge. Kirke kultur 88 S10 1983], 601-612
Jensen: Op CIt:; reports that the significance of Luther 15 1n the (important| usc of the
„Little catechism« and postilla.

y See Stener Johannes STENERSEN: Udsigt VCI den Lutherske Reformation. vols. Christia-
n1a 18185-1819; LEe1V ÄALEN: Ord sakrament: bidrag til dogmatikken. slo| 1966; Per
LONNING: The dilemma of CO:  Iary theology prefigured 1n Luther, Pascal, Kierkegaard,
Nietzsche. slo 1962; Nıls BLOCH-HOELL: Hva LrOTr de andre? slo 979; arl Fr WISLOFF: Den
lutherske bekjennelse katolisisme 3 e10] slo 980

51 Wilhlelm| WALTHER: Luther Den hellige skrift Luther und die Heilige Schrift)/ ‘transl. by
{le] allesby. Christiania 1917 For the LO ubilee and others efore, SCC Arne ugge
ÄMUNDSEN: Luther kirken: kirkelige ubileer orge 1817-1917 1983), 241-257,
where ıt 15 reported that Walther’s contribution W as ecture at the separate celebration of the
Menighetsfakultet (Free faculty]; c$ footnote
Walther Luther Another work of Walthers Was translated for Wilhelm ALTHER
Luthers personli  ed karakterskildring (Luthers Charakter nNOorw. } )/ transl by Allired|
S|veistrup| Poulsen. Kristianıla 1917 An »annıversary edition« of Julius Köstlin’s biography,
first transl 1883, w as issued 1917 Julius ÖSTLIN: ogen Luther: artın Luthers liv
fra til SIaVCMN (Martin Luther Norw. ))/ trans!|. Dy Hlalvard| Glunleikson| Heggtveıt.
Krıstlanla 1917 Also Hjalmar HOLMOQUIST: artın Luther (Martin Luther: minnesskrift till

reformationsjubileet (NOTrW. transl|. by Sigmund Mowinckel. Krıstianlia



and Dietrich Steinwede, ave een translated S1INCEe the War.>$ Three Amerıican
works A d een translated, OLLC 1n the CategOry of ero worship (Frederick
Nohl]), ON solid popular Cype (Gerhard Forde], and ONC ın class of 1ts OW:

(Erik Erikson|].°* The books of Ebeling, Erikson, Forde, an popular English
biography DYy Cyril James Davey>> WeICcC all published 1n the 97058

There ave een short, popular biographies of Norwegıan Org1ın designed
be school manuals.>® There WAasS, however, Norwegıan biography of Luther
aimed 4T SEr10US historical OVerviliewW. In 37, the Society for Christian Educa-
tıon issued this biography 1n commemorTatıon of the Reformation 1in OrWaYy in

3S Next there W as Andreas Olsen’s »Luther«, patterned after the French
historian Merle d’Aubigne.>8 In EOL./ there WeIcCc several biographies including
that of the literary historian, Fredrik Paasche, aM the church historian, Edvard
Sverdrup.>°° Paasche’s perspective W as Luther’s psychologically deep exper1-
ENCC; his experience of graC10us God determined his thought. He attemptgd

53 Gerhard EBELING: Luther: innforing hans tenkning Luther Einführung 1n se1ın Denken
(nNOrW. trans!|. DYy Sveın Aage Christoffersen. slo 978; Hanns ILJE Luther: den DA tids
gjennombrudd krise Luther Anbruch und Krıse der euzeıt (norw. transl Dy INn Jor
slo 195 35 ILJE Martın Luther: billedmonografi (Martin Luther: eine Bildmonographie
NOrw. ) )/ transl]|. Dy Ove Hestvold. slo 1967; Dietrich STEINWEDE: artın Luther hans
samtid: bilder fra kirkehistorien (Reformation artın Luther: eın Sac  ilderbuch Kır-
chengeschichte NOTIW. \/ transl Dy Ingrid Rolland ohnstad an (sunnar ohnstad slo 198
Frederick NOHL: Martın Luther (Martin Luther: hero of al NOrW. ))/ trans!|. Dy Odd Kvaal
Pedersen. tavanger 196 reprint slo 98 \with the subtitle: 1La verket]; Gerhard
FORDE!: »  a pa jorden «” Luthers evangelieforstäelse Where God mee‘: Luther’s
down-to-earth approach the Gospel NOTW transl. by Halvor Moxnes. slo 978; Erik
ERIKSON: Martın Luther 5(} ung 11139} studie psykoanalyse historie |Young 111a

Luther (norw. transl by alsy Schjelderup sio 1970
55 Cyril ames DAVEY: fokus Martın Luther ‘Fhe monk who shook the WOT. ( NOTW. \/ trans!/|.

DYy Inger Lange slo 1976
56 Matıas SKARD Luther. Svorkmo 1918; lav UGLEM: Martın Luther: munken SO trosse

pavekirken. Bergen 1970O; er| Klolbjern| BAKKEN: Martın Luther. slo 1978
SELSKABET FO  z CHRISTELIGE UNDERVISNINGS5- DAGTS-BOGER! UTGIVELSE NORGE: kort
udsigt VeCI Dr Luthers liv virksomhed. Christiania 158

58 Andreas (OLSEN: artın Luther: Nn2rmest efter Merle d’Aubigne’s reformationshistorie. Bergen
1863

59 Blernt| Thleodor| ÄNKER: Martın Luther. slo 1917; Ven SVENSEN: Martın Luther hans
livsverk. Kristiania 1917; Fredrik PAASCHE:!: Christiania 1917; Edvard SVERDRUP: Hvorledes
Luther blev reformator. 2nd ed Christiania 1917

41



”> V W N A —
»explain Luther through his faith«.©9 Sverdrup’s perspective 1Ss the historical
developments of Luther agaınst Rome, first S1I/, then Worms, ıt 1S5 a aa 5 N W N a  ı WE 8i © 8 eunderstood V1a modern German scholarship.®!

Finally, 1n Ivar Welle’s biography L[WO things caught attention.®? The first
W as his claim that Luther W as clear justification from onwards. We ıll
ave 0OCCasıon later g1ve attentıon the Luther. The second 15 his
praise of Luther’s treatıse Christian liberty (ithe Mowinckel edition], COIl-

cern1ıng which he SaVYS that aNnyOLC interested 1n Luther should read 1t anı that 1t
15 found the bookshel{f of CVCLY Norwegıan pastor!

None of these biographies 15 scholarly 1n the of prımary SOUICEC work but
then neither do they pretend be hat work has een rightfully left the
ermans.

As ave SCCIL, 13 1883, and 1917 ave eecn estive dates for Luther
publications 1n orway The Reformation Was »introduced« 1n OrWay 1n

1’83 for the birth an! for the Theses]). Here want pDaYy particular attention
the Festskrift edited Dy Sigurd Normann 1n 1937, »Var lutherske qgr vV«.©>

Betfore doing S let examıne varıety of others.
Eiınar Molland ment1ons LW!  (} different Luther interpretations from the 400oth

commemoratıon of Luther’s birth One Was printed 1ın »Verdens »The
iberal and Luther’s mind«, 1n hich the former 15 claimed be result of
the latter. At the other end of the political spectrum W as the speech DYy Gisle
Johnson at the University.°“* Iso 1n 683, »til ans 400 aarıge Fodselsdag«, W as

Jens Blom’s »Luther«, issued for second time.°®>
The clergy of Bergen an the surrounding aTICQa issued Festskrift for the 400

yCar celebration of the Reformation.®® estive volume, ıt contaıns articles
1343 pp-) with the reintorcement of several pıctures. Highlighted ATC 5F the
beginning of the Retormation an Luther’s treatıse Christian liberty, „which

60 Paasche: Op Cit:; LO!

6I Sverdrup: Hvorledes Luther Edvard SVERDRUP: Luthers kamp med Rom Kristianla 1922
62 Ivar WELLE: Luthers liv Luthers tTroO Bergen 946
63 VÄR LUTHERSKEE ARV ET FESTSKRIFT +L 400 ÄRSJUBILEET FO  z FORMASJONENS INN:  SE I1

ORGE/ ed by Sigurd Normann. slo 1937
Eınar MOLLAND: orges kirkehistorie det I arhundre. Vol slo 1979, 366
Jlens] Glunvald| BLOM: Dr artın Luther: hans liv g]ern1ng; et festskrift til hans 400 aarıge
fodselsdag. „nd ed Christiania 88
LUTHER ET FESTKRIFT REFORM.  ONENS 400 RS JUBILAZUM/ ed by prester 1ı
Bergens presteforening. Bergen T
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should be read 1n Lutheran ome EeVECN today«. It 15 also claimed that the
Middle Ages lost the gospel 4an that Luther represented reedom from medieval
Catholicism.®7

1f WCIC pick ONC volume that g1VveSs the est indication of how Luther 15
handled 1n OrWAaY, it would be » Var lutherske ATV « \Our Lutheran heritage].
The brief serles, ATV, 15 important 1ın itself an continuatıon of the »Norges
Lutherlags Skrifter«, which 111 be discussed later. regard this collection of
CSSaYS quite typical of Norweglan scholarship because it 15 both medium
popular aN! estive an! contaıns number of important themes: Luther’s
personality, S1IN, -  / the SaAacraments an the chüurch,; plus „Luther anshould be read in every Lutheran home even today«. It is also claimed that the  Middle Ages lost the gospel and that Luther represented freedom from medieval  Catholicism.®7  I£ I were to pick one volume that gives the best indication of how Luther is  handled in Norway, it would be »Vär lutherske arv« (Our Lutheran heritage).  The brief series, Arv, is important in itself and as a continuation of the »Norges  Lutherlags Skrifter«, which will be discussed later. I regard this collection of  essays as quite typical of Norwegian scholarship because it is both medium  popular and festive and contains a number of important themes: Luther’s  personality, sin, grace, the sacraments and the church, plus »Luther and ...«  such concerns as home mission and foreign mission. Finally, the authors repre-  sent pre-War Luther scholarship. Only Normann would qualify as a Luther  specialist. The other authors range from professors of Old and New Testaments  and Systematic Theology, to priests and bishops. Thus I say the level of scholar-  ship, including Normann’s here, is medium popular in the sense of mediating.  There are very few footnotes.  Bishop Normann’s lead article is on Martin Luther, reformer of the church.®®  He feels there is a good deal of truth in the old adage: »lutherdommen — det er  Martin Luther«.°° Normann’s question is, what fruits did Luther’s faith bear in  his personal life?7° He says here that the young Luther’s solid footing on the  certitude of God, grace, justification, and faith (the tower experience) took place  during the winter of 1512/13. The fruits of Luther’s life were love, humility,  witness to the truth, and freedom from fear.  The article by Andreas Seierstad attempts to determine when the Reforma-  tion came to Norway.”! Seierstad and his article are regarded as very important  for Norwegian Reformation historiography. In a recent article, Kenneth Chris-  topherson praises Seierstad and Wisloff for continuing the trend of Anton Bang  and Yngvar Nielsen that the Reformation in Norway took about a century:  »This emphasis is a new and unique Norwegian contribution to Reformation  historiography.«7?  67. Ibid., 53. 214-217.  68 Sigurd Normann: Martin Luther: kirkens reformator. In: Vär lutherske arv, 11-29.  69 Ibid., ı1.  76 Ibid.. $  71 Andlreas] SEIERSTAD: Da reformasjonen kom til Noreg. In: Vär lutherske arv, 30-47.  72 Klenneth] E[ugene] CHRISTOPHERSON: Hallelujahs, damnations, or Norway’s Reformation as  lengthy process. ChH 48 (1979), 287-289.  43such ome 1SS10N an foreign 1SS10N. Finally, the authors 1C-
sent pre-War Luther scholarship. Only Oormann would qualify Luther
specialist. The ther authors from professors of Old and New Testaments
and Systematic Theology, priıests an! bishops. hus Sd y the level of scholar-
ship, including Normann’s here, 15 medium popular 1ın the of mediating.
There aTrec VC. few footnotes.

Bishop Normann’s lead article 15 Martın Luther, reformer of the church.®8
He feels there 15 g0o0d deal of truth 1ın the old adage: »Iutherdommen det
Martın Luther«.®? Normann’s question 1S, what fruits did Luther’s faith ear 1n
his personal lite?70 He SayS ere that the Luther’s solid footing the
certitude of God, S  / justification, and faith the experience] took place
during the wınter of 13713 The fruits of Luther’s lite WCIC love, humility,
wıtness the truth, an treedom from fear

The article by Andreas Seierstad determine when the Retorma-
tiıon CaIiIllc Norway. *! Seierstad an! his article ATIC regarded VE ımportant
for Norweglan Reformation historiography. In recent article, Kenneth Chris-
topherson praises Seierstad and Wislotf for continu1ıng the trend of Anton Bang
and ngvar Nielsen that the Reformation 1n OrWaYy took about CENTtUYV:
» This emphasis 15 16 an un1ıque Norwegıan contribution Reformation
historiography. 7

67 Ibid., 53 214-217
68 Sigurd ORMANN: Martın Luther: kirkens retormator. Var lutherskea K
69 Ibid., Ibid., 15
F} reas SEIERSTAD: Da reformasjonen kom til oreg. Vär lutherskea 30-47

enne Elugene| CHRISTOPHERSON: Hallelujahs, damnations, Orway’s Retormation
engthy process. ChH 48 1979], 287-289
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The exXt article 15 Dy Christian Ihlen.?® Hıs emphasis 15 that Luther’s Refor-
matıon W 4s nOot revolution but posıtıve reformation for the OIC, holy,
catholic church. It represented NOT Just ethical crıt1que, which W as one
before, but 1819  z religio0us well-spring.

The articles by Jav Valen-Senstad?* an! e1IV Aalen?5> emphasize that salva-
tiıon fOor Luther from God’s electing 1n Jesus Christ. Valen-Senstad
15 VCIY StroNg against both free 111 an free 1cC4a4sSsonmn Grace 15 election.7® FoOor
Aalen, Luther’s posiıtion 1S predestination NtiO salvation, ohn Calvin’s pOSI1-
tiıon 15 double predestination, Phillip Melanchthon deviated from Luther, but
the »Formula of Concord« brought back Luther.77 The concluding article
1n the Festskrift 15 by Krısten Valkner, »„»Lutherdom 400 ayr«. 78

The bishop, church historlan, and SON of {armer, Sigurd Johan Ormann
(1879-1939) stands 1ın class of his OW.: 1n of publications and actıvıtles
related Luther, the maJor1ty of which W as wrıtten 1n the last decade of his life
Hıs first book Was Luther’s struggle behalf of the church.?? eIng for the
church, Luther found himself In L[WO struggles. Living 1in the late medieval
s1tuatiıon 4N experiencing the eed for salvation, Luther found that he had be
against the Roman Catholic church ıIn Order build the church 89 He also
had do battle ıth the radicals. Because he Was for the early catholic church,
Luther had be agalnst the medieval church.81

Ormann published tWO smaller books 1n 902 »1al U2 The first W as the
need fOr pastors an! the difficulties fOr pastors both 1in Luther’s time an now.82

particular problem 1ın Luther’s time W as the problem of pastoral vacancıles.
The second book W AS entitled Skal daapen g1Vves fri? «83 The ADNSWECT 15 »I]lO«

the giving of baptism wherever an whenever OIlCc wishes. In 1928 ormann

73 Chrlistian| IHLEN: Evangelisk-luthersk atolsk In Vaär luthersked 48-64
lav VALEN-SENDSTAD: Luthers S pa mennesket. In Vaär Iuthersked -

EN Le1iv AÄALEN Den lutherske |ere nädevalget. In Vär Iutherske d} 96-I1
76 Valen-Sendstad: Op C1t5

Aalen Den lutherske |ere 96-10I1
78 Krısten ALKNER: Lutherdom i 400 18 In Var lutherske d. 354-399

Sigurd ORMANN: Luther kamp for kirken til reformationsjubilzet Christiania
&O Ibid., 5 33
8 I [bid.,
82 Sigurd ORMANN: Prestenogden paa Luthers tid. Christiania O21
83 Sigurd (?RMANN : Skal daapen g1Vves fri? Christiania 1023



Was connected with the founding of the Norges Lutherlag. In 1930 he edited
volume of the Lutheran Contessions.®* The publication of his Luther transla-
t10NSs began 1n 193 He edited volume Luther’s wrIr1ltings between 19 aM
552 which W as later reedited the first volume of the »Norges Lutherlags

Skritfter«6 He SCCS5 the 19 and those immediately following the time
of the Reformation’s »breakthrough«. Ormann then began work what W as

become his doctoral dissertation, which 111 look at betore return1ıng
the other Luther wItings.

The Jargest pre-War study of Luther, Normann’s » Free 111 and predestina-
tiıon 1n the Lutheran Reformation until 52 W as issued 1n the YyYCal of the oth
celebration of Luther’s birth 1193 The study 15 extual analysis of Varıo0us
works of Luther, from the 509 Marginals until \ y background the ))D€

arbitrio0«. As it OUuT, Oormann CONCENTrateESs the »|[Jictatau
Psalterium« aM especlally Luther’s Romans ommentar and then Varıo0us
wr1itings between I9 and S3122 Fredrik Brosche recently issued study of
Luther predestination and 1n several references ormann 1n his footnotes
basically aBreClCS with Normann’s analyses.88 It 1S known that Normann took
theological exXxceptlion the particularism of Luther’s doctrine this at the VECIY
end of the work Unfortunately, Brosche regards Normann »t00O critical« an
»nNegat1ıVe«. Nor do SCC Brosche oe€es where Eınar Erikstein’s dissertation 1s

improvement VCT Normann’s work.89
Normann’s textual analysis 15 set within the CONtEXT of the thesis that Luther

Canl only be understood agaınst his medieval background. Luther’s Reformation
work developed 1n opposition this background. In 1ts MOStTt essential poıints
Luther’s theology of free 111 and predestination went »1tS OW.W: 1n relation

medieval thinking.?° hus Oormann begins with OVeEerV1I1eEeW of the Middle

84 See footnote
85 See footnote

See tootnote
Sigurd NORMANN:- Viljefrihet forutbestemmelse den lutherske reformasjon inntıll 525
slo 1933
redrik BROSCHE: Luther predestination: the antınomy an! the unı1ıty between love and
wrath 1ın Luther’s CONCEDL of el Uppsala 1978

89 Ibid., 3 Eınar ERIKSTEIN: Luthers Praedestinationslehre geschichtlich dargestellt bis ein-
schließlich De SCIVO arbitrio. slo L CO eo diss.,
OrTMAann: Viljefrihe 507
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Ages holding that 1t ended where started ıth the CONTtIOVEISY between St
ugustiıne 4N Pelagius

Iso 1933 the second volume Lutherlagets Skrifter appeared speech DYy
Ormann apDCaIs 1T CONNECUNEZ Luther and Scrıpture faith alone and love
of Christ 91 In other entrıes Varıety of subjects dIC touched „Luther s10)

salmedikter« where 1 asserted that COILLC from »the right Sside« Luther 15

NOT from modern but from the Middle Ages Other LOPI1CS treated 41C

CO  Yary »antroposofi teosoti Luther an ECONOMMNIC AI
the »Augsburg Contftession« Ormann thesis 15 that the »Augsburg Contes-
S1011 «, CIUNg Article (justification) the InNaıln example reflects Luther both
directly and indirectly.

Volume of Lutherlagets Skritter CONTEINUES with SOTILIC N1OMN--Luther subjects.
Oormann’ article COoMMEMOCAaULNS the 450oth AaND1VCISAaLY 19331 includes
little history of Luther interpretation All of Volume the Oxford
Movement TYıtten Dy Normann Volume TeLUrNS Luther where Oormann
edits his 520 » | reat1ıse g00d works« Volume 15 1Xture Volume L3
published posthumousliy, begins ith Ormann aN! the of what tasks

ave Lutheran Christlans Priesthood of al believers central and
Oormann teedom and responsibility Luther lite sa1d Nor
ILLaNl, showed balance between the LW  ®) Eınar Amdahl has article the
»Simul 1USTUS et ECCALOX« which he distinguishes Luther from Rome
While Rome seeks harmonize distinctions between God and 111411 AT law
4an gospel Luther WAas biblical realist He lived an! preached the tacts the
distinction between S1112 and and damnation an salvation The

raised whether Luther distinctive doctrine aBICCS with New Testament

9ı Sigurd ORMANN: Äpningstale ved orges Lutherslags hovedmaote ı Oslo ı Oktober I3
Luther V1/ ed by OrmMann. slo 93
Karen Kampmann BOTHNER: Luther S O: salmedikter In Luther V1

93 Sigurd ORMANN Den augsburgske trosbekjennelse ens grunntanker In Luther V1, 9O-
128
Sigurd ORMANN: Luther 450 Aar. In Luther 450 ar  / ed by Normann. slo 1934, F

Y Sigurd ORMANN: Hvilke OPBgaVCI har V1 10} evangelisk--lutherske kristne? Luther ı dag/ ed
by Sigurd Normann. slo 1942, B

96 Einar ÄMDAHL: Den kristnes hellighet yndighet hos Luther Luther dag 45 73 Hıs
course-book Was issued „Luthers teologi ens hovedpunkter« tavanger 35
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teaching. After both sides of the 1Ssue Ad1IC discussed, the author 4SSETTS that
Luther’s simul 15 indeed biblical.?7

1TOM the beginning of theological education 1n OrWaYy the enNn! of the War
(1811-1945), NOW of OMNC occupied aM impressed with Luther
Normann W3S, ONC who did major scientitic study of Luther (which earned
him doctorate 1n E and OTILC who longed for breakthrough of Luther
1n the present church of Norway.?® Altogether there WeIC ten volumes 1n the
ser1es of »Norges Lutherlags Skrifter« (11931-1946).°? Normann’s short life (Dy
Norwegılan standards| and the War perhaps ended this of Luther, distin-
guished from both Erasmian-Melanchthonian and CONtEMPOFALY CITIOIS He
pleaded fOor return of Luther’s »PDESSIMISM« about human nNAature and »Opt1-
m1sm« about alone. 100

1I1woO theological journals dominate the Norwegıan the ;Norsk
teologisk tidsskrift«1published by the Theological Faculty of the Univer-
SIty of Oslo, an the » Tidsskrift for teologi kirke 'TTK], published by the
Menighetsfakultet (Free Faculty) 1in slo Journal articles retlect SOI of the
emphases an trends noted far FOr example, Volume 19 of NTT 1918) could
only CONsIiıst of 167 sheets because of the terrible MSINg of and
printıing and because of the ımportant extraordinary addition the 1917 vol
un 'his 368-page »eXtraordinary addition« Was the »Norsk teologi til Refor-
mationsjubilzet FO LT In this Oluf Kolsrud had long article the Reftor-
matıon jubilee ın 817 102 The Reformation then W as SCCI1 advance from
darkness light and reedom from medieval tyranny. *9 Johannes Ording’s
article „Luther an! exper1enCe« also Sets Luther VCTI medieval
(mysticism, Augustinianism). 10° The Reftormation celebration 4t the Unı1ıversıi1i-
C of slo included LW  ®] speeches. Andreas Brandrud sSet Luther 1n his medieval
CONTEXT, Luther the prophet VCT agaınst the medieval papaCcYy 105

Amdahl: Den kristnes hellighet
98 agen Gjennomslag for Luther 601-612

NORGES LUTHERLAGS SKRIFTER continued VÄR LUTHERSKE ARV; S-IO S10 1943 1944; 1946)
10  ® agen Gjennomslag for Luther 608
101 IS 1917)
10 Oluf OLSRUD: Reformationsjubilzet orge 15 1917 250-368 103 Ibid., 293
104 Johannes ÖORDING: Retormationen det religiose erfaringsprincip. 1917], _92
I05 PROEF. BRANDRUDS ALE In Det Kongelige Frederiks Unıiversıitet, Krıstlanıla: Retormationstest

3I Oktober 1917. Krıstlanıla 1918, 9-2I1
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The University’s fest the OCCasıon of the 400oth annıversary of the Refor-
mat1ıons »innforelse« into OrWaYy Was printed ın the 1937/ volume 106
The W: K also paid attention the year. 1I1IK paid deal of attention
the 967 annıversarY, publishing 1n LW  ®] numbers theological contributions also
from the Univers1ity’s fest.108 bn also published rTeV1EW articles 1n 1983 Of
COUISC, Luther a! the ReftormationANOT only en celebrated. In the NIL
there ave een I8 other articles Luther (1900-1983).1°9 The maın themes
ave een liturgy, hymns, 4N hermeneutics. In the T: L6 there WeIC F7 other

106 VED IV]  ‚TE EST FO  z REFORMASJONEN: INFORELSE NORGE. AAr 7-276
107/ Alfred ]JORGENSEN: Reformationens sociale betydning. ÜK 1937), T4 2N3 Olaf MOE

Foran reformasjonsjubileet. [bid., 3; Andreas SEIERSTAD: Den norske reformasjons struk-
tUur. Ibid., 903-21

108 Eınar MOLLAND: Reformasjonen SETtTt pa 450 ATrSs  n avstand. TK 38 1967), I63'I731 egın
PRENTER: Luthers reformatoriske opdagelse. Ibid., 174-191; Anders NYGREN: Predikan hos
Luther och dag. Ibid., 192-203 egın PRENTER: Skriften samvittigheden. Ibid., 204-220; Per
LONNING: olıtı kristendom hos artın Luther. Ibid., 21-2 Hans MARTENSEN: Refor-
matıonens okumeniske betydning. Ibid., 34-2 Ivar ÄSHEIM: Hva har reformasjonen betydd
for kulturlive [bid., 2-271; Gottfried HORNIG: Lutherforskning Tyskland Ibid., 272-2688.

109 addition those lready isted, onas ANSSEN: Luthers Salme ‚E1ıne teste Burg ist
(:‚ott: den danske norske ju 1907]), 363-372; 1908], 57-83 148-160; Christen
BRUN Luthers lere daaben. 1908], G7 16; BRUN Luthers Lere nadveren.
NI} 1910], 1L=3 269-332; Olaf MOE Luthers undlingsord Romerbrevet, kap B DE :
I8 1917), 129-147; Elrnst| Von DOBSCHÜTZ:!: Luthers doktortite. doktored. NT'T I 1918],
39-46; Jens (GLEDITSCH!: Deus absconditus hos Luther. NT: 1924), 44-) Thleodor| AHL:
Studier ı Luthers kirkenpostille. 27 1926|), 227-281 Eınar MOLLAND: Luthers liturgiske
intensjoner. 39 1938]), 120-135; Dagfinn ZWILGMEYER: Systematisk fortegnelse VCI

samtlige Luthers salmer. Ibid., 36'I4 j Oluft OLSRUD: A-teksten er B-teksten Luthers
Katekisme. 45 1944), 306-308; Eınar ERIKSTEIN: Predestinasjonen Luthers Romer-

brevsforelesning. 1954), 16-31 Oskar (JARSTEIN: Forholdet mellom det alminnelige
prestedomme det kirkelige embete Luthers teologi. Ibid., -K Eınar ERIKSTEIN: Humilia-
tiomotivet VDe SCIVO arbitrio. 56 (I9 , 220-240; Inge LONNING: Evangelium apOStO-
lat motivene fOr Luthers bibelkritik. fortalene til Det Nye TLestamente. 964),
217-238; LONNING 451 forstäelse fremstilling „»Luthers skriftsyn«. 67 1966|, 196-
227; Tarald RASMUSSEN: »Ad liıbrum Ambrosii Catharini« (SO SO korrektiv til forestil-
lingen Luthers „»dualistike« »antagonistike« STUNNSYN 1976], 129-146; RASMUS-
SEN Luther Jakobs kamp ved Jabbok N 1978), I151-1/0; Kenneth HAGEN En
metemarks testamente Luther »testament« »D. akt« inntil 1525 NII So 1979], 239-
251
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articles between 1930 3al 1983, half Luther’s exegesI1s, Some Antech
tung 110

»„The real Luther«. In 967 promınent Lutheran theologian (Inge Lonning|
an prominent Domuinican, literary scholar (Finn Thorn] coauthored book
the of their church today from »tWO po1ints of VIEW«, each representing
their own.111

In 1917 book W as entitled „Luthers Statements about the Catholic church’s
teachings (itaken from his OW. writings]): five dialogues between Lutheran 21l

Catholic theologian«. The dialogues ATIC between )1013V(( and »Martın«. The
author Was Ole Offerdahl, »d Catholic prlest, tormerly Lutheran«.112 The
point W as polemical. The »dialogue« Was designed discredit the Lutheran
church by showing it knows only »a legendary Luther«, NOLT »the real Luther« 113

The »real« Luther, the 1SSUEeS discussed, 15 »genuinely Catholic«.114
In 1937 Fr Ambrosius Lutz, continues attack Luther legends, bqth

addition those lready isted, Olaf MOE Luthers forelgsninger Ver Hebrzerbrevet fra
1517-18 1930), 253-256; Sigurd ORMANN: Determimısme predestinasjonsideer
Luthers Romerbrevkommentar. 11 (I9 ), 5-84 37-I6, E3-207/; Werner ELERT: Luthers
stilling det sociale okonomiske sporsmäl. LLIK 1933/). 16-32; TE ]ORGENSEN:
Luthers overszttelse af det Nye Testamente EK (I1941 ), 70-79; Bjarne HAREIDE: Arvesynd

oppseding Luthers teologi. 1950], 123-134; (‚unnar IRANA LDen kristnes kamp
Luther. 1951), 29-38; Laszlo ERRAY: »Kontftlikten mellom /5st Vest« hos

Luther. 25 4)), *D, - 62 Nıiıls EIDE: Noen lutherske skrift-tanker Ratıiıonis Latomı1ianae
confutatio. 1IK 7,6 (I9 , 83-95 J EIDE: Claritas scrıpturae De SCIVO arbitrio. 1956|],
1-1O: Leift ÄALEN Romerkirken den »katolske« Luther. 33 1962], 193-207/; Ole
MODALSLUI: Luthers opprinelige hans NYC forstäelse Rom I, 16-17 30 1968], 3 d
Torbjgorn RIiISE-HANSSEN: Jule-motiver fra Luther-tekster. 279-296 Ivar ÄSHEIM:
Det alminnelige prestedomme den kirkelige authoritet hos Luther. 1I1IK 1976|, 1-I9;
Erling MELBERG: Antektelse Luthers teologi. Ibid., 241-260; Oddvar JENSEN: sporsmälet

evangelium, apostolat embete hos Luther. 1979), e Geir (GUNDERSEN:
Experientla CONTra experientlam: til erfaring hos Luther. A} 1981]),
(JUNDERSEN: Anfektinga-erfaring IMOL erfaring. Ibid., p}87 Oddvar JENSEN: »Christum trey-
ben« Luthers fortaler til Det Nye JTestamente 1522 53 1982), 37-52
Inge LONNING; INn I HORN: Hvor stär den lutherske den katolske kirkei dag?: synspunk-
ter. slo 1967
{le| OFFERDAHL: Luthers uttalelser den katolske kirkes lerdomme (utdragne hans CeN!
SKrıfter fem samtaler mellem uthers. katolsk teolog. Kristianlia 1917

113 Ibid., it 33 63
114 Ibid., SI 61
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Roman Catholic an Protestant »What has Luther offer UuS< « Nothing,
because Luther equals »The bondage of the wille. 115

Offerdahl trıes cshow the Catholic elements 1ın Luther. utz rejecCts Luther
an blames Nominalism for his EeITOIS Both attack the claim that Luther DaVCc
the Bible

1Inn Thorn, 1n his 1983 book „Luther 1in life Catholic«,116 traces

the chift 1ın the Catholic church’s 16 W of Luther before and after Vatıcan I1 He
had little contact with confrere utz OVCI Luther. Thorn, CONVvert for VeCI

A  / has COINC SCC Luther, correctly understood, 4S standing 1ın the old
Catholic tradition 3al the recent Catholic tradition agaın evangelical.

These three Catholics 4T1IC concerned Join the observance of Luther festivals
1n Orway All ATIC concerned about the real Luther. The differences SUDDOSC
reflect the differences between T5 F 967, and 95

Norwegian Luther studies AVe taken different turn S1iNCe the Second
World War There ave een S1X doctoral dissertations (two for doctorates
outside the country], five of which ave een published 1n German ser1l1es. The
dissertations of Modalsli, Wisloif, Asheim, Lonning, and Hareide ithe five
published 1n German)| ave een covered iın repOrts Lutherforschung 1n

Scandinavila,1!’ an! the dissertation of Erikstein cited earlier. The 1983 book of
Wislott 11 be treated shortly. Norweglans ave also joined the maılinstream 1n
the production of articles at ome an abroad.118

final WaY of pulling Out an together SOILLC of this material 15 consider
the favorite theme, Luther and Scripture. FOT 1917 Walther’s book W as Ns-

lated IL3} an Sverdrup did small study of Luther translator (reissued 1n

1983|), beginning with editions an! German translations of the Bible 1n the
Middle Ages.*?? 'his W as NOt 1n time COTIrTeCTt the 1e W of »Martın« 1n Fr

IS Almbrosius| DA Hvad har Luther DDo g1 0SSS slo
116 Fıinn HORN Luther mıitt liv SO: atolı et okumenisk fremtidshäp. Oslo| 198
137 odalslı DDas Gericht ..J arl ISLOFF Abendmahl und Messe: die Kritik Luthers

Meßopfer. 1969; Asheim: Glaube und Erziehung Inge Lonning: Kanon Kanon

jarne AREIDE!: Die Konfirmation iın der Reformationszeit: ine Untersuchung der lu-
therischen Konfirmation 1n Deutschland 520- C} 97/ SCC tootnote

118 Current Luther scholars, Asheim, Jensen, Inge Lonning, Modalslıi, Rasmussen, Wisloff£, have
published articles Luther 1n (German.

d./ ed Dy Oddvar ohanI19 Edvard SVERDRUP: Luther SO bibeloversztter. Christiania E S
Jensen. Martın Luther: uds ord, menneskers spräk. slo 1983, 19-47



Offerdahl/” »dialogue« between »Martın« and » Olav < 120 the 1CW that Luther
wWwWas the first render the Bible the vernacular

In the » Young people >  S journal« Yngve Sagedal SUTVCVYS the us«ec of Luther
theological debates about Scriıpture from 1920 1970 121 He finds the predict-
able differences »moOderate on  atıve« (Hallesby]), »orthodox« ( Wis-
loff), »confessionalist« (Sverre Aalen], »UuNn1LVerS1ty theologian« |Ragnar
Leivestad], an »existential theologian« (Lonning| 1022

1Iso that ti1mMe frame and OMNC would highlight W as the article Dy latMoe
» Var lutherske ATV « 044, Luther interpreter of the Bible 123 He works

ith PI1MarYy SOUTICCS and probably dependent arl oll (regarding the
SCHNSCS5 of Scripture and the development of Luther|, with the result that
textual an could be benefticial SOLLLC CONteEMPOFCALY hermeneutical difficul
L1€eSs

Articles the i1Naln theological journals 4AT1C often the theme The tWO

> young CC Luther scholars Tarald Rasmussen an Oddvar Jensen often
hermeneutics

Rasmussen the introduction Luther for the volume
edition with historical approach Middle Ages| the Luther (ending
with James Preus orientation) The editors dIC Rasmussen an! the author of
»Kanon Kanon« They planned that Luther would TGEGIVE large
place because that the WaVYV 1t W as with Luther, whether at desk pulpit
lectern. 1wo of the »Older« Luther scholars Leonning and Wislotf£ M1 famous for
their pOS1t10NSs Scrıpture.

look at 1983 indication of lively interest Luther. Some teel the
Scandivanıan spotlight LOW OrWaYy The annual instıtute for pastors
heard lectures »the living Luther« ugus \printed »Kirke ulture«|
The sixth volume of »Martın Luther Verker utvalg« completed the sSet
Luther s » I reat1ıse Christian reedom« a! »God’s word 11141l language«
the LW MmMOst popular themes, W GIC published The Dominiıcan Thorn
published his book „Luther lite Catholic« The balance tilled Out

120 Offerdahl Op C1It

Yngve Jorgen SAGEDAL Luther norsk skriftsynsdebatt Ung teologi 1979],
A bid 13
123 Olaf MOE Luther s10) bibelfortolker Vaär lutherske 1944), 53 64
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ith t{WO biographies,!** and treatment of Luther’s theology DYy Wislott.125
What 15 1CW 1n Luther’s theology for Wislotf£ 1Ss VC old It 1S biblical, 16
God’s word »the material principle«.126

F1 The Independent Luther

In the foregoing, ave NOtTt covered everythif1g NOT CVCIl everything NOW
about. While not complete, 1t 15 INOIC than sample. Havıng, then, fair idea of
what has een one 1n OrWAaY, o0€s the translating, editing, an! interpreting of
Luther Dy Norweglans indicate anything of un1ıque approach? think 1t o0e€es

and 111 attempt advance thesis, however tentatıve 4N ODCIL rev1sıon it
1s

As this project began, SOOI1L had set asıde subjective judgments about
ıimportance and value for the world of Luther scholarship. Most of the time W as

n examınıng the material 1ın translations an interpretations. The effort
determine 1f distinctive approach eX1Sts 1n OrWaYy wWwWas NOT uppermos 1n
mind Yet the work progressed, certaın ideas did surface; an found it

keep kind of idea-travelogue followed ıtiınerary of sound-
Ing the waters with lecture, discuss1ion, and research. fifst readOn the basıs of StroNg advice from initial Norwegıan C'  J
Normann’s 1933 dissertation. W as struck DYy his assertion that Luther de
veloped VCI agaınst the Middle Ages and that understand him he MUST be
read 1n that Context 'hen rechecked Edgar Carlson an Hjalmar Lindroth
Swedish interpretations and W as reminded that the Swedish Reformation W as

early, an that »the Reformation that CAamne Sweden and met ith such early
SUCCCSS5 Was the Retormation it developed Pr10r 18«.127 There WCIC IW  @]

aCtOrs 1n the Swedish Reformation: »The first 15 the unbroken CONtINULtY with
the medieval church«, SCCI1L 1n the Swedish retention of the apostolic SUCCCS-

S10N. The second factor wWwWas national independence. Continulty between Luther
an the Middle Ages WwWas emphasized by Nathan Söderblom an Gustaf Au-
1  11  128 Lf Sweden emphasized CONtiNUlLtY, what about Danish interpretations
124 ohl Op Cit;; reprint slo 1983; Steinwede: Op c1ıt.

arl Fredrik ISLOFF artın Luthers teologi: inniforing. slo 198
126 Ibid., 778
127 Carlson: Gn Cit: 16
128 Ibid., SO



around the turn of the century® Here drew blank What about Germany% The
s1ıtuation 1ın GermanYy at the turn of the CENTLULY W as that the „Luther Renaıis-
alnlclc« developed 1n StroNg WaY agaiınst those, such Adolph VO  a Harnack,
Wilhelm Dilthey, an Ernst Troeltsch, who WCIC emphasizing that Luther
belonged the Middle Ages 3al NOt modern history. One of the efforts of
arl Holl, single MOST important impetus the Luther Renaissance, wWwWas

sShow that Luther W as unıque an CONtEMPDOTFATY.
As work Norwegılan SOUTICCS continued, SOTILIC things converged and

urther idea emerged. One Norweglan held that Luther Was agaınst EVCN St
ugustine regarding original SIN, and another that Luther 1S be SCCIH agaınst
Scholastic theology. What W as happening broadly 1n Norwegıan lite and culture
around the turn of the century‘ Nationalism. Another Norwegıan asserted V1IS-
4-VI1S the ecumenical MOVeEe ere stand. Then, LOO, there Was StrONg
interest 1n Luther’s » Ireatise Christian reedom« 520]). The net result of
this WAas SOILLC simple arıthmetic. Luther agaınst the Middle Ages plus National-
1Sm equals the Independent Luther. SO far this makes Luther different ftrom
Sweden and similar Germany

What about interest eTe 1n the Luther? One of the early an CONtinu-
Ing features of the Luther Renalissance 1n (G‚ermanYy W as interest in inıtla
Lutheri, [Jer Junge Luther, Turmerlebnis, IdDIie Anfänge Luthers 1n
other words, the development of the Luther. While reading Wislofft,
realized that there W as real interest 1n OrWaYy for the Luther. Except
for his dissertation, Normann oes NOLT work with the PIC- Luther; an
in that dissertation he dealt mostly with Romans (1 5/ 6|, doubt because of
1ts subject matter What about post-War studies? Wislotf SaVyS he 1S nOot 1N-
terested 1n the Luther eXcept that material light the Mass and
particularly the »messeofferet«, and for that Wislott begins ith the 1520
literature. Asheim o0€s NOt usc Luther mater1al before 15158 because of the
»Anfänge Luthers« question and the nature of the material. In his book, Modals-
1i works mostly ith the 5 3058, SOIMNC ”ZOS“‚ plus the Small Galatians« an
»Romans«. Modalsli has article „Luthers Turmerlebnis “ hich 15
thus exception lack of interest In the Luther.1?°9 Inge Leonning’s
book deals mostly with the 5205 The first volume of the Luther edition 110

129 Ole MODALSLI: Luthers Turmerlebnis Studia theologica S10 1968], 5 1-9
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offers modest AMOUNT of the Lüther, *>9 but Asheim objects the
inclusion of the »[Jictata Psalterium« because it contaıns much from
the Middle Ages. 131

Peter Wilhelm Bockman SaVyS that concentratıiıon the Luther g1Vves
» alil amputated pıcture of Luther«. The moditication that takes place 1n the
older Luther that he 15 longer the Luther »takk for det«.132

So perhaps »anomaly« thought Luther against the Middle Ages but NOt

V1a the Luther. Well ıt 15 irregular by (‚erman standards, ell
Amerıcan interests 1ın the I9 5 OS and I9

SO thesis has emerged. Norwegian work Luther 15 medium popular and
festive; Luther 15 rtead agaınst the Middle Ages but NOLT V1a the Luther, an
certainly nOot 1ın continulty with the Middle Ages For 1810) this ad

the Independent Luther.

130 Ps 13 E II8; E, ı nga © ı 322 pages in vol.
131 Asheim: Ung teologi I 1981]), 10
3 eter Wilhelm BOCKMAN: Hammerslagene hva sa Kirke kultur 54 1979], 0-1


