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The goal oft the sem1nar W as correlate thema- attempt counterpo1se the thought of
t1C emphases key themes of Luther’s theology, Luther VGT agaınst OILC of the atın Amerıican
such theologia CITUCIS (revelatio]), ecclesiology theologians Aa1lle ftrom Robert Bertram wh
(ithe Protestant principle), teedom ethics and presented his article, »„Liberation by faith SE-
the L[WO kingdoms »doctrine«| and the priest- gundo and Luther 1n mutua|l Cr1t1Cc1SM« \Dia-
hood of all saınts they AT expressed 1n log 27 1988], 268-276|]. He began ith the obser-
of atın American theologians, with Luther’s vatıon made by the Jesuılt theologian, Juan Lu1s
OW: wrıtıngs eXamınıng the relevance anı Segundo, that Roman Catholic theology CS5PC-
proprlateness of such proJjects. Eighteen DCI- cially after Vatican {1 has approached 1LNOIC anı
SONS, all males, participated 1n this SEeEmM1NAT. LUNOIC the Lutheran CONCECDL of justification by
They A1lL1c from Asıa, Africa, the Amerıiı1cas, taith 'his 18, according Segundo, something
Eastern Europe anı Scandinavia. lamentable S1INCEe the doctrine of justification by

Introducing the theme of the seEmM1Nar, artın faith, both ın the Pauline wrıtiıngs and 1ın
Dreher presented his PapcCr, »Theologie der Luther, restricts the sphere and the actıon of

Befreiung und Luther: Entstehung, Entwick- taith the personal plane. For Bertram, how:
lung, wel Beispiele«. He sought desecribe the CVCI, Segundo 15 erroneously interpreting the
historical cContext of the Latın American society »personal« aspect of justification 1n Paul and
and the churches they began speak of liber- Luther, understanding ıt 1n the of prıvate
at1on theology, beginning 1ın the final of apolitical. Although ıt CannOo' be denied that
the 1960’58 sıtuatıng therein the different phases later tradition has part assumed the CONCEDTL
of 1ts beginning and development. It WAas criticized by Segundo, the reformer always
phasized how liberation theology became LLLOTC understood faith something that MUSt be
and 1LOTC reflection the Draxıs of the POOI conftessed, that manıitests itself NOTt only ın the
who organized themselves 1n cCOomMMUNItIES and political-ecclesiastical realm, but Iso asSssumes
MOvement: 1ın order resist social eNVIroN- explosive character ın capitalistic 6CO-

NOmM1C establishment.ment marked by m1sery and Oppress1on. Varı-
OUS members of the sem1nar SI10UD identitied Vitor Westhelle contributed the group’s
here methodological contribution of the aAtın reflection presenting his »Looking people
American liberation theologians relevant the ın the mouth Luther, language, an OPPICS-
study of Luther: the assumpt10on, with all 1ts S10 «. Hıs intention WAas AaIgUC, that there W as

CONSCQUCNCES, that theology 15 one Out ot and linguistic turn 1ın Luther’s theology that fo
for determined ontext Thus, the STIOUD 4aS- cused the language of the people, offering the
sumed ONC of 1ts tasks reflect the qUECS- people WaYy oft constructing their relationship
t10N: How read Luther 1n CONtEXT that crl1es God, everyday life, and themselves. his
tor liberation. controlled the 4AdCCC6S$5 the sacred, lite and
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themselves. Luther’s CasScC, such liberation differentiating between legitimation and the
happend through the relativizing of instiıtut10- practice of idolatry and denouncing the subver-
nal orders encoded ın linguistic SysStems. For S10N of values which 1t m and which

leads deathWesthelle, the DO1N' 15 NOTt know how the
dogmatic CONtent of Luther’s theology Can SCTIVE Igor KIiss presented study of LW 1n
the of the oppressed peoples of the world, which Luther had treated paradise really 1M-
but how the principle by which Luther artıcu- manen \WA 31 II 199, 31-34; x 644, 21-26)

This 15 relevant if ONe considers that 1n thelated his theological thought otffered for
the people articulate the language. The history of theology and this 15 e Iso in
systematıc nature of his wr1ıtings be dis- INanYy other of Luther the CONCEDL of
sociated ftrom his theological PIOSIaM of look: paradise has experienced PIOCCSS of spirituali-
ing people iın the mouth and g1ViINg back them zatlıon. On the basıs of this poıint of reflection,
authentic words that raised them OUt of silence KıSs tTraces the mot1ons of paradise 1n Varı0us
and dissimulation. theologians of this CENTLULY

Sessio0n SE SEessi0n

With his »Wirtschaft und Götzendienst: ÄAt the iInvıtatıon of the sem1nar SIOUD Walter
Zwel 1ın der christlichen Tradition INMMeN- Altmann, author of »Luther aN! liberation:
gehörende Themen bei Luther un! lateinameri- atın Amerıican perspect1ve« IMP 1992) SAaVC
kanischen Theologen« Ricardo Rieth endea- presentatıon of his book and responded UQUCS-
vored g1ve < theological reflection Comparıng t10NS trom the partıcıpants. He called attentıon
eCONOMIC themes of Luther with those of the the tact that ın his treatıise »Fredom of
atın American theologians, Franz Hinkelam- Christian« 1520)J, Luther outlines his CONCEDL
mert, Enrique Dussel, Pablo Richard, Hugo Ass- of reedom 1n LW directions: 0)]231> 15 1n the hu-
INann and Jülio de Santa Ana Even with the being’s relation God, 1n which the hu-

differences between the historical being becomes free bDy INncans of the gratult-
ONteEeXtTt of 16th CENTLUY Europe and zoth CEeN- OUS actıon of God, who ants him freedom; the
CUrYy atın America, he thought it W as possible, other 15 iın the relationship with his fellow hu:
thus Comparıng the WaY that Luther and these inNnan being, which becomes characterized unNn-

theologians approached the biblical anı! selfish Service. The Christian, who 1ın faith 15
based these, how they undertook criticiıze free anı 15 NOt subject an yOoNC, 1n love 15
the idolatry iın the eCONOMIC lite Even though SEIVAant others and 15 subject CVEIYONC.,
LutheresILOIC the anthropological aspect This 15 the exerc1ıse of the gratuıtous
of idolatry-human greed while the Aın treedom which 15 received by J through
American theologians emphasize the sociologi- faith 'his second aspect has een much less
cal aspect ecCconOomIicCc injustice, the link of considered the interpretatıon of the theology
theological reflection the biblical tradition of Luther. theological reflection iın the Latın
for example, 1in interpreting Ps Sl Iol 14, 4; Amerıcan perspectıive could help this
E 5,3-5; „24; Is 5,8; Kol 3,5; C 290-3I; Rg lacuna.
i | 5 3) leads both Luther and the atın Ameri-
Call theologians acCcentuate the intıiımate rela-
tiıon between idolatry and Oppress1on, clearly
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Conclusions clesiology (the Protestant principle), ftreedom
(ethics an the LWO kingdoms »doctrine«| an

The challenge proposed Dy liberation theology the priesthood of all salnts which directly lead
LO the study of Luther 1S, before all else, OLLC Luther. The study of Luther, which 15

methodological. Certainly there InNanYy scho- oriented Dy the CONTtTEXT 1n which OLLC finds ONC-

lars who do NOLT aBICcC with reading of Luther self, MUST Iso take seriously the challenges
oriented the CONLEXT 1n which OLLC lives. This, that other religions represent this reflection,
however, 15 NOt mot1ıve 1gnore and neglect and NOT only limiting itseltf Western Christ-
this methodological possibility the study ot 1an tradition. Just the atın Amerıcan setting
Luther. challenges ONC explore the themes of politics

More that anything, the CONtEXT of oppress1on and CCONOINY 1n Luther, the religious cContext
where ONC Ccrles for liberation, wherever 1t 15 Asıa, for example, leads OLLC consider the
found, manıitests varıety of themes precisely soteriological themes In the works of the
themes such d5, theologia CTuCIS (revelatio], former.

Präsident des Achten Internationalen Kongresses für Lutherforschung W arl

13r Gerhard orde, Professor Luther Northwestern Theological Semiınary 1n
St Paul., Mıinn. Am Kongreiß nahmen ber Forscher ein1ge mıiıt Begleitper-

A4Uus 23 Ländern teil Kr wurde ugus 99 abends 1ın der Chapel of
the Incarnatıon 1 Luther Northwestern Theological Sem1ınary eröffnet, 1n
dessen Raäumen die Vortrage un! Semiıinarsıtzungen stattfanden. Fuüur eiıne
Exkursion wurden Mall of Amerıiıca, Historic OIt Snelling un die C1ty of
St Paul angeboten.

Der nächste Kongreiß findet VO ET bis Z 23 ugus 1997 1ın Heidelberg
dem Thema »Glaube und Bildung Faith and Culture« Dieser

1 agungsort wurde mi1t Rücksicht auf den 500 Geburtstag VO  . Philipp Melan-
chthon ausgewählt.
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