
In memornam Ernest eorge Schwiebert

By Robert olb

On March 2 2000, Ernest George Schwiebert died 1n Gainesville, Florida, USA,
at the asC of 104 As student of Preserved Smith 880-1941] an! colleague and
friend of Roland Bainton| 894-1984| and Harold Grimm (1 9O1-I9 ), he bridged
several generat1ons of students of the Reformation the United States andO_
ted the study of the Wittenberg Reformation through his partıcıpatıon aCademic
socletlies and through his wItNg.

Orn October E 89 5y Deshler, Ohio, the grandchild of em1grants from the
AaTiTCa northwest of Hannover, the second of ten children of Frederick and RE
Freitag Schwiebert, the future historian eft the farm study ar the theological
faculty of the Lutheran Synod of h10 AT Capital Uni1versity, Columbus, Ohio,

World War interrupted his studies; he fought at Belleau Wood and Chateau
Thierry before returnıng Capital, rece1V1ing his Bachelor of Arts degree 921
an! completing his theological studies 1924 Later ordained and actıve 45

preacher, he served pastor of congregatıon.
Schwiebert began graduate work underWilbur Siebert ( G- 96 at the ‚h10

State Uni1versity, wnting master’s thesis „Martın Luther preacher«
1926 Urged doctoral studies, he began further study aTt the Uni1vers1ity
of Chicago with James Westfal Thompson (1869-1941), the foremost American
medieval historian of the tıme, who sent the leading CONtEMDOKALY Refor-
matıon historian, Preserved Smith, at Cornell Uniıversıity, where Carl Becker (1]3_

5} also helped shape his approach history. Smith guided Schwiebert through
study of the CaTrTcers of VeCT 6,000 Wittenberg students who left the Uniıversity
preach Luther’s INCSSasc between and 60 The dissertation W as entitled,

„»The University of Wittenberg and other unıversities 1n relation the Reforma-
t10N«. The WAas awarded 1930

By that tiıme Schwiebert had a4ssumed position instructor at Kansas
Wesleyan College Salina, Kansas. There he met and married his first wife, Joye
Gayle Iustin (T 1970], daughter of rancher. 1930 he left Kansas Wesleyan
become professor of history GT Valparaiso University Indiana Following
tresearch trıp GermanYy 936, he spoke OUtT agaiınst what he SawW 4S military

19



LNECNACE the armament of (GermanYy underdolfHitler (1 889-I 945} and elicited
complaints from German diplomats the United States because of this During
that VIis1ıt he made the acquaıntance of Johannes Ficker (1861-1944), Walter
Friedensburg 185 5-1938]), and Walther Köhler (1870-1941), others. The
following VCar his first book, »Reformation Lectures« (Valparaiso, 7) appeared.

1943 he left Valparaiso University, called Service by the United States
military, traınıng officers for the Office of Strategic Services. He assumed pos1ıtion
at Northwestern Uni1versity, Evanston, Nlinois, following the WAar, but left that
posıtion become chair of the history department Aat Wittenberg UniversIity,
Springfield, Ohio, 947 948 the Amerıcan Soclety of Church StOrYy elected
him president. The call government SeErVICE brought him back GGermany

049, where he served first 45 cultural officer with the military OCcCcupatıon forces
and then with the United States Foreign SEeIViCE, aiding briefly the supervi1ısıon
of the University of Erlangen, engagıng Paul Althaus (1 8 - , Hans Liermann
11893-1976]), Walther VON Loewenich (11903-1992), and Werner Elert (11885-1954),

others, 1n frequent Conversatıon. These acCquaılntances remained SOUTCE
of JOY for him his entire lite

While he Was Germany, his second book, ;Luther and his tiımes: the Refor-
matıon from DCW perspect1ıve (StL, 19 o} appeared, af almost the SaIille time 4S
the more. popular biography „Here stand« by Roland Bainton. Schwiebert’s 900
pasc work combined his extens1ive research the University of Wittenberg with
the fruits of the research of the Luther Renaissance. Its wealth of detail Ahıal 1ts
presentation of (Jerman scholarship from the first half of the twentieth CENTLULY
made it standard guide Luther’s biography for English readers.

After brief Wittenberg Uni1versıity 1n Ohio, Schwiebert assumed
responsibilities with the United States Force 4s command historian for the

Research and Development Command, COMPOSINZ book »A history of the
United States ballistic missiles«| 965] from his work there shortly before his
retirement 96 He had also remained actıve 1ın guiding Reformation studies

the United States and participated the International Congresses for Luther
Research through that 1n Salınt Paul, Mıiınnesota 1ın With George Forell

9} and others he established the Amerıcan Society for Reformation Research
6, SeIVINg 1ts first president. With President Alfred Fuerbringer (1 903-

O77l Professor arl eyer 11907-1972), and others at Concordia Semi1nary,
Saınt Louis, he organized the Foundation (later Center)| for Reformation Research

1957 an drew number of his colleagues from 4C10SS5 the natıon, including
Bainton and Harold Gr1imm an! the yOUNSCI generatiıon of scholars, including



Lewi1s DItZ, Jr 022-L1 999], and Robert Kingdon 927), into building this
research Center. Schwiebert W as particularly important constructing the basis
of 1ts collection of microtilmed SOUTCCS He a1sSO assisted the Folger Shakespeare
Library Washington, consultant the Reformation 1t expanded
1tSs collection of continental Reformation publications. number of Amerıican
faculties invited him SCTVC guest instructor, including the University of
Jowa, the University of Delaware, the University of Connecticut, the Uni1vers1ity
of Michigan, Princeton Theological Sem1nary, and the University of Florida. He
WwWas the oldest living graduate of Capital University when 1t awarded him
honorary doctorate, the Doctorate of Arts and Human Letters, 1n 090

After the death of his first wife 970, Schwiebert lived Princeton car his
only S()  - Dr Ernest Schwiebert, Jr (* an! later Ort yers an (:alnes-
ville, Florida, where SINCE 979 he continued research and write, assisted by his
second wife, Billie Dudley Lanıler Schwiebert 1912) The result of these labors
appeared his one-hundredth YCAlL, »The Reformation« (MP, 1wo volumes

OT1IC 598 pages], 1t a4ssembles broad of material under the titles »„The
setting of the Reformation« anı »IThe Reformation un1versiıty IMNeNtT«
The first sect1o0on of the work sketches rich detaijl the background of the Saxon
sOClety hich Luther worked; the second sect1on the particulars of the
social, organizational, financial, and pedagogical aSDECTS of unıversity life at the
time of Luther an Melanchthon, an their special roles the transformation of
the instıtution. Hıs research ocused also the Wittenberg library, the subject of

periodical article and discussion 1n his second book
Ernest Schwiebert helped cultivate appreclatiıon of the CONtEXT hich

the theology of the Reformation SICW and flourished. Students found him kind,
humble, self-effacing, and he amazed them with his command of the details of
Reformation history. Hıs abiding CONCEIIN kuropean an! American scho-
larship, his dedication providing materials North America for further research

the Reformation, his personal Commıtment continuing study of Luther’s
world ave bequeathed vital legacy his SUCCECSSOTIS
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