
Luther and the l}eformation 1in I_)enmark
Von Martin,Schwarz Lausten

Dear colleagues! Dear guests!
Zz0o1INg mentıon few maın pOo1Nts from the theme »„Luther and the Refor-

matıon Denmark«, illustrated this exhibition, and what Can be SCCI) ere
this exhibition 15 only small number of the INanıy books, etters an pIeCces of ATE
which AT preserved the collections of the Royal Library, the National Museum
and the National Archives. chall C avo1id repet1tion of what sad
ecture Sunday even1ng. But if SOINC of yOoUu feel that you ATC hearing tOO much
about the Danish Reformation in these days, Want remind yOUu of ONC of the
ımportant pedagogical principles of Philipp Melanchthon: »Repetit10 est

studiorum!

The Christian Humanısm

important prerequisite of the evangelical Lutheran Denmark
W3as Christian humanism. Students who returned from unıversitlies such those
of Parıs, Louvaın, Wittenberg, Le1pz1g and Rostock, brought back humanıist ideas.
Nearly 700 matriculated kuropean unıversıtlies the period from - [

Most famous them 15 Christiern Pedersen (Ca O> 54), who graduated
from arlıs and published number of maılınstream humanist books, from
several devotional works strongly influence by Christian humanism.?

Another Danish humanist Was Petrus arvus Rossfontanus (T 9} who
the yCar introduction work, „Hortulus SYNONYINOTUM « { 520}
by Henrik Smith (T 563) Here Petrus emphasised the importance of studies

Lecture in The Royal Library Copenhagen 6th ugus (9 8} at the presentation of the exhibition
„Luther and the Retformation 1n Denmark«.
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Latin, Greek, Hebrew, rhetoric and classical authors, and he praised SOTIIC of the
famous humanists such 4S Erasmus: »the learned, STCAEL general for the literary
arıny, the object fOr ll Christendom’s enthusiasm«, Petrus Mosellanus (1493-
1524 AT Johannes Rhagius Aesticamplanus (1457-1520]). And Petrus cited
Wittenberg GeNFFEe for humanıist learning and referred „»Melanchthon 4S the
MOST earned«, while Martın Luther 15 mentioned »the theological doctor who
MOST excellently seeks the truth of Cod« 3 'his 15 the first tıme that Luthers aillc

15 mentioned Danish book

131 Kıng Christian I4 Humanıst Reforms and (onversio0n Lutheran Belief
It W as around this time that Christian humanism started aVe impact within
the un1ıvers1iıty of Copenhagen. It had een incouraged by Kıng Christian 148 1,
15 Aı 23 9), who wanted 1mprove the quality and standing of the unıver-
S1tY. He encouraged the Carmelite friars establish college the VICIN1tY of
the un1versity, and the leader of this college, Paulus Helie (Poul Helgesen, 455

5} Was g1ven lectureship theology the unıversity.* Christian W Aas

instrumental bringing the Wittenberg-educated Martın Reinhard (T after 553}
Denmark, 4S royal caplain, and Matthias Gabler &: after 526) 4s ecturer

Greek The king also managed entice Andreas Bodenstein of Karlstadt 11486-
S41| Copenhagen, and he ave een intended for position 4as

preacher and royal advisor with special responsibility for 161a  < ecclesiastical d
peal COUTIT which Christian intended Crea2te But something Went be

these INCN, Karlstadt left Denmark after three weeks. Back ome
Wittenberg he refused SaYy directly the for his short StaYy Denmark,
CXCECDLT that he „had telt fear for certaın PC.  < Christian Was NOLT INan yOUu
should CO into conflhiet with.> The king also worked OuUt SE of e  s laws by
which he intended reform the Danish sOCIeEtY, the SysStem of education and
SOTINC ecclesiastical matt61_* S. The old scolastic textbooks WEIC hbe burned and

Henrik MITH Hortulus SYNONYMOFUIM (1 520) ed. by Inger Bom Kobenhavn 074, preface.
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replaced by modern humanist textbooks. Student werec be taught classics,
tead Jlerence (185-159), Virgil 70-19], Cicero 106-43), history and the Old and
New Testament.® However, before these laws could be fully introduced Christian

had een forced into exile BYy the end of 522 the Danish lay and ecclesiastical
arıstocraCy W as rebellion agaınst The cumulative effect of the king’s aUtO-
cratıc rule and his often brutal act1ıons agaınst OppONECNTS generated the revolt. Hıs
recent aCct10Ns Sweden where, ın 520O, he had executed around eighty members
of the nobility, including LW  ] bishops 'T'he Stockholmian Bloodbath], had caused
kuropean consternatıon, while his high-handed treatment of the archbishopric of
Lund had angered the papal Curı1a. Accompanied by his Elisabeth (Isabella,

Ol- 2,6), S1ster the CINPCIOL Charles V, three under agC children, and SI1OUD
of loyal assoclates, he arrived May the Netherlands, where he expected
gaın eCONOMILC an political SUPpOIT from the queen’s imperial family 'his
ile, which caused the king disappointments an defeats, Caillc last
eight y  / until finally he W as able persuade the CINDCIOI 2SSISt him In
attempted 1in Oectober The FECOVEILY tailed, an! Christian W as

arrested by the DCW king Denmark, his uncle Frederik (1 47 1, 23-1I 3 and
held imprisoned by him and his SUCCESSOT for YCAaIS, ntil death liberated
in 1559

(One of the mMoOost signitficant 16C4S0O115S5 45 why Emperor Charles and his
re1ignıng members of the family in urope did NOT wish help Christian W as

the ftact that Christian and his wiftfe Elisabeth only few month after the begin
nıng of their exile were strongly convinced by the Lutheran faith Martın Luther
himself preached for them Schweinitz outside Wittenberg October 3, and
from the Saxon1an G eorge Spalatin 545) know that the king
by that OCCasSıon the SpOL converted evangelical faith Atter Luthers preach-
ıng the kingburst OUTt that he had before heard the evangelium een preached

that WAaYy. He ould keep it his mind the day of his death
he did Shortly after he moved Wittenberg, stayed for weeks iın the

house of the artıst Lukas Cranach (1 4.7 E heard Luther preaching and SOUTCECS

tell us how VE often the L[WO 188918 associated with each other. Luther W as deeply
impressed by the »CONVersS10N« of this famous and NOtOr0uUs anish king. 2
1526 and 527/ Christian also stayed for SOTINLEC time Wittenberg, and when he
W as NOT ere he corresponded with Luther and Spalatin.

ohannes Oskar AÄANDERSEN: Overtor Kirkebruddet: den forste lutherske bevzgelse Chris-
tiern I1Is orholder Kobenhavn F -
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Christian {I1Is CONVers1o0N evangelical faith W as of COUTSEC politically STU-

pid, deeply depending help from the CINDCIOI he W  N But he W as SEr10US
1n his belief an ınmoveable. Now he had til harmonise his He Lutheran
CONVINCINZ with his political a1m, the of Denmark. And A4AS Lutheran
he naturally became still LLLOIC dangerous the 131 king an the arıstocratıc
council 1n Denmark.7

The first direct CONSCYHUCNCC W as his inıtliatıve translate Luther’s German
New lLestament into Danish, which WAaSs completed and published Wittenberg,
supplied with Luther’s prefaces, few month after (1 DA It W3as the first time that
the New lestament W as published Danish, but characteristically sed for the
political DUTIDOSCS of the king also: keep the COTITNINON 111a Denmark 1n the
faith of the exiled king and demand him back front of the translation of the
Pauline etters preface W as inserted, written by the king’s MOST trusted 11anl 1n
his exile, Hans Mikkelsen (T 35 ftormer merchant and Malmo and
NO counsellor the king this preface he brought SEerOUS aCcCcusatıon agalnst
the eaders of the Roman church Denmark for their partiıcıpatıon religious
and political CY1Mes: they had corrupted the LIrUu! meanıng of the Scripture the
COTININOIN IN and several OCCAaS1ONS they had issued »antı-Christian« OCU-

and had thus deceived the COTNINON people and kept them 1ın »Babylonian
aptıvıtChristian IIs conversion to evangelical faith was of course politically stu-  pid, deeply depending on help from the emperor as he was. But he was serious  in his belief and unmoveable. Now he had til harmonise his new Lutheran  convincing with his political aim, the recovery of Denmark. And as a Lutheran  he naturally became still more dangerous to the new king and the aristocratic  council in Denmark.7  The first direct consequence was his initiative to translate Luther’s German  New Testament into Danish, which was completed and published in Wittenberg,  supplied with Luther’s prefaces, a few month after (1 524). It was the first time that  the New Testament was published in Danish, but characteristically used for the  political purposes of the king also: to keep the common man in Denmark in the  faith of the exiled king and to demand him back. In front of the translation of the  Pauline letters a preface was inserted, written by the king’s most trusted man in  his exile, Hans Mikkelsen (+ 15 32), a former merchant and mayor in Malme and  now counsellor to the king. In this preface he brought a serious accusation against  the leaders of the Roman church in Denmark for their participation in religious  and political crimes: they had corrupted the true meaning of the Scripture to the  common man, and on several occasions they had issued »anti-Christian« docu-  ments and had thus deceived the common people and kept them in »Babylonian  Captivity«. He emphasised that now the king and he had found the truth in the  evangelical belief and realised that salvation was possible only by hearing the  Word. This, however, was also possible now for the Danish population, because  their natural and anointed king had become evangelical, and the preface con-  cluded in an appeal manifesting obedience to this king. Here Mikkelsen referred  to the well-known texts, Roman 13 and Peter’s 1. letter cap. 3. But time was  running out by know, he wrote. — The last page in this preface was typografically  set up ingeniously as an hourglas, which can be seen in show case nr. 3.*  Another consequence of the king’s and the queen’s Lutheran faith was on a  personal level, since they immediately incurred anger, indignation and hostility  from the queen’s devoted imperial family, culminating at first at queen Elisabeth’s  deathbed in 1526. In a letter to Luther Christian I, brokenhearted, gave an ac-  count for the queen’s last hours, emphasising that she passed away in the evan-  gelical faith and that she received communion »in the correct Christian way«,  7 Martin Schwarz LAUSTEN: Christian 2. mellem paven og Luther: tro 0g politik omkring »den rode  konge« i eksilet og fangenskabet (1523-1559). Kobenhavn 1995, English summary, 467-476.  8 THET NOYE TESTAMENTH: Christiern II’s Nye Testamente. Wittenberg 1 524/ ed. by Bertil Molde;,  Volmer Rosenkilde. Kobenhavn 1950, Aa ij - Aa 11ij.  I18He emphasised that 110 the king and he had found the truth 1n the
evangelical belief and realised that salvation Was possible only by hearing the
Word This, however, W as a1lso possible 1LLOW for the Danish population, because
their natural and anoıinted king had become evangelical, and the preface COT-

cluded appeal maniftesting obedience this king. Here Mikkelsen referred
the well-known/ Roman 1:3 and Peter’s letter CaD But time W as

runnıng OuUt by know, he The last pasc this preface Was typografically
SEet ingeniously 45 hourglas, which Calil be SCCI1 ShOw Case 38

Another CONSCYHUCHNCC of the king’s and the queen’s Lutheran faith W as

personal level, S1NCE they immediately incurred a  ] indignation and hostility
from the queen’s devoted imperial family, culminating first at Elisabeth’s
deathbed 526 letter Luther Christian I, brokenhearted, BaVCc

for the queen’s last hours, emphasising that she passed aWaY 1ın the eVanN-

gelical faith and that che received cCOomMUN1LON »111 the COTTECT Christian «  ]
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Just 4S he W Aas intensely polemic agalnst the Roman Church throughout the let
trer: The king asked Luther not sShow the letter an yONC. But fortunelately did

He BaVC 1t Spalatin, and thats why still know 1t OWEeVEeTI: detailed
repOIT W as composed also by the Roman COUNterpart, It which Was DUut
the coftin of the deceased. ÜT he father Thomas Blanckaert, who W 9as present AT the
queen’s deathbed, this report that maintained that she passed AWAVY the
Roman Catholic faith under observation by Roman ceremon1es imasses, the

unction etc).°
Another CONSCYUCNCC W 3as that the king attempted appoıint evangelicals

his exile-court the Netherlands, but when the king OTICEC W as abroad the ZSOV-
ernment arrested SUOTLLIC of his people. One of them, Willem Vall Zwolle (T 297
mMaster of the royal houshold, W as burned the stake Lutheran heretic.

It should also be mentioned that the king managed CONVINCE his s1ister
FElisabeth 1148A 55} about the evangelical taith She 41s0 became convinced
Lutheran, but she Was married OTNC of the MMOST devoted Roman Catholic princes,
Elector Joachim of Brandenburg (1484, OF SO Christian planned and
pUut 1nto effect that che fled from her husband Berlin She settled Jlorgau and

Lichtenberg. The flight Was political scandal of huge dimension and absorbed
princes of both contessions and their counsellors for vA  / but Elisabeth did
rTeturn her husband. Christian visited her often, and she visited 110 and then
the Luther-family 1n Wittenberg, but unfortunately she became LL physically and
mentally. Luther W as of glad VeT her Convers1o0n, but he cshaked his head
VT her condition.

7,6 when Christian visited Luther 1ın Wittenberg, Luther W3as about writ-
ıng his » Ob Kriegsleute auch 1n seligem Stande sSe1IN können«. Here Denmark 15
mentioned 4S the only place all Luther’s wI1tings. But, helas! Not
posıtıve WAaY. The behaviour of the I )anes towards their king Christian W as

terrifying example of blasphemy. They had turned aWAVY from their anointed, ftrom
©C5öd vocated king, and they could be SUIC, that God SOON would punish them
Luther’s book Can be SCCH show Casec

But ten later Denmark carried through the Lutheran Reformation.
Luther stick Christian 1, a1s0 after his failed YECOVCECIY. Luther letter of
consolation the king the prıson and he wrote the Danish king and begged

Br 4., 23-26 976), Christian Martın Luther, Zweynarde 58 anuary 1526; Lausten
Christian mellem I1 Luther, 142-162.
Ibid, 195-211 252-300.
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him ShoOow and release the king But this king, Frederik IN answered
Luther. the following Luther 1O and then mentioned the imprisoned
Christian his Tabletalks. »Has an yOLNC EVCT heard something like this?« He
OMNCEC bursted Out when telling about the StranNnge fate of Christian IL, the NOtOTrT10US
nordic king who became evangelical, but ended in lifelong prison.”

HI The Lutheran Reformation ofuke Christian Haderslev,
the Duchy of Schleswig

The Reformation the Kingdom of Denmark Was closely linked the develop-
1n the dutchies of Schleswig and Holstein. The 16E4S0O11 fOr this 15 hbe

found 1n the fact that the evangelical made 1ts earliest impact here,
and the geographical pos1ition of the duchies between GGermanYy and Denmark,
and finally their close political affıliation with Denmark.

uke Christian, the later Danish king Christian (1 503, 31 59} had ben
efited from having the evangelically inclined Wolfgang VO  e Utenhof (1 4.9 - ,

Utenhof had taken his pos1ıtion SI after having graduated
law from the Wittenberg un1versIity. Not only W as he ell versed Chris

t1an humanısm, hut he had also witnessed Luther’s attack scholasticism and
the Cuna. He Was evidently StIONZ influence OI his pupil. As member
of the delegation of his uncle, Flector Joachim of Brandenburg, the hris-
t1an attended the { diet of Worms April 521 and Was moved by Luther’s bold
defence. The elector Joachim Was the ONLC, whose wite Elisabeth fled the VCar

78 because of her 116  = evangelical CONVINCINS, planned by the exiled Christian
connection with duke Christians marrı1age ıth the evangelical Dorothea of

Saxony-Lauenburg I_ 73 he W3Aas given the small tief of Haderslev/Terning
the present South Denmark. It consisted of approximately SIXtY parishes. Here

initiated Lutheran Reformation 1n 526 He managed AafrTtract L[WO ell edu
cated (:erman theologians Haderslev, Johann Wenth ca1S41]), recent

graduate from Wittenberg, and Eberhard Weidensee (ca 1486-1 S47); who held
doctorate law trom the Uun1ıvers1ty of LEeipZz1Ig and had also time
Wittenberg and had played 1in ıimportant part 1n the Reformation of Magdeburg.*?
The duke dismissed the ean of the collegiate chapter 1n Haderslev. He estabh-

S 340, 3470 b), Oktober bis Dezember 1536; Br 6, 366-368 1962), Luther
Christian IL, Wittenberg 8 September 1832; x 488 f 4333 1963], Luther Frederik L,
Wittenberg 5 September 3

L3 artın Schwarz LAUSTEN: Eberhard Weidensee. Schleswig-Holsteinisches Biographisches

JS  ®



lished school for re-trainıng fOr al1 the local priests and for evangelical m1ınisters
Haderslev, and he expelled the mendicant orders from Haderslev. At sSynod of

the clergy which met 1n the of the 7,8 the duke presented them with the
so-called „Haderslev Articles« »Artickel VOT de Kerckheren den Dorpern«],
which PaVC firm instructlions how the Lutheran faith should be preached, what
ceremon1es should be used, how the clergy wWer«ec live. SO een W as the duke
his Lutheran faith that he did NOt let 1t be free the pastors INaILYy Martın
Luther did but he demanded that CVECIYVONC IMUST INaITY, and if somebody NOt
WAant t J he had tell the duke his reasons!

ese „Haderslev-Articles« W as NOT found ntil the end of the L9 CENTUTY. It 15
the first evangelical church order ECINCISC 1ın Scandinavia and 1ts dependence
Luther and Wittenberg 15 obvious. hus duke Christian early .6 established

princely, Lutheran territorial church his tINYy duchy Schleswig hich Was

identical similar much larger territorlal churches („ermany. The Roman atho-
lic establishment Denmark MUSt ave een deeply worried by this Protestant
experiment their doorstep, conducted, if NOLT with royal assent, then certainly
without attempt Dy the king Frederik hinder this SON’s evangelical uınder-
takings.!* showcase cShow the „Haderslev Articles« and books from the
contlict hich ATOSC when the evangelical „»Schwermer« Melchior Hoffman ca

500-I 543} travelled around the duchies the late I1 520’t1es. He Was expelled
after disputation Flensburg, where Johannes Bugenhagen 1148 54 and the
theologians tfrom Haderslev participated and where the duke Christian Was present. L5

H2 Popular Evangelical Movement INn the Kingdom of Denmark
SINCE about 1525

March 523 Frederik had succeeded the expelled Christian the throne.
Unique and remarkable 15 1t that Luther 15 mentioned directly 1n the coronatıon
chartter, where the NCW king had promıise:

exikon/ ed by Olaf Kloselished a school for re-training for all the local priests and for evangelical ministers  in Haderslev, and he expelled the mendicant orders from Haderslev. At a synod of  the clergy which met in the spring of the 1528 the duke presented them with the  so-called »Haderslev Articles« (»Artickel vor de Kerckheren vp den Dorpern«)J,  which gave firm instructions on how the Lutheran faith should be preached, what  ceremonies should be used, how the clergy were to live. So keen was the duke in  his Lutheran faith that he did not let it be free to the pastors to marry — as Martin  Luther did — but he demanded that everyone must marry, and if somebody did not  want to, he had to tell the duke his reasons!  These »Haderslev-Articles« was not found until the end of the 19. century. It is  the first evangelical church order to emerge in Scandinavia and its dependence on  Luther and Wittenberg is obvious. Thus duke Christian as early as 1526 established  a princely, Lutheran territorial church in his tiny duchy in Schleswig which was  identical to similar much larger territorial churches in Germany. The Roman Catho-  lic establishment in Denmark must have been deeply worried by this Protestant  experiment on their doorstep, conducted, if not with royal assent, then certainly  without any attempt by the king Frederik I to hinder this son’s evangelical under-  takings.* — In showcase nr. 2 we show the »Haderslev Articles« and books from the  conflict which arose when the evangelical »Schwermer« Melchior Hoffman (ca  1500-1543) travelled around in the duchies in the late 1520’ties. He was expelled  after a disputation in Flensburg, where Johannes Bugenhagen (1485-1558) and the  theologians from Haderslev participated and where the duke Christian was present.”  IV _ The Popular Evangelical Movement in the Kingdom of Denmark  since about 1525  in March 1523 Frederik I had succeeded the expelled Christian II on the throne.  Unique and remarkable is it that Luther is mentioned directly in the coronation  charter, where the new king had to promise:  Lexikon/ ed. by Olaf Klose ... Vol. 5. Neumünster 1979, 276 f; Martin Schwarz LAUSTEN: Johann  Wenth. Ibid 6. Neumünster 1982, 299-301.  14 Hans Valdemar GREGERSEN: Reformationen i Sonderjylland. Aabenraa 1986, 49-173; the »Artickel  vor de Kerckheren vp den Dorpern« — »Haderslev Articles« — ibid, 244-249; Martin Schwarz  LAUSTEN: The early Reformation in Denmark and Norway 1520-1559. In: THE SCANDINAVIAN  REFORMATION: from evangelical movement to institutionalisation of reform/ ed. by Ole Peter  Grell. Cambridge 1995, 14-16.  15 Martin Schwarz LAUSTEN: Melchior Hofmann 0g de Jutherske praedikanter i Slesvig-Holsten  121Vol Neumunster 1979, 276 fl Martın Schwarz LAUSTEN: ohann
Wenth. Ibid Neumunster 1982, 299-30L1

I Hans Valdemar (JSREGERSEN: Retormationen Sonderjylland. Aabenraa 986, 49- 3/ the »„Artickel
VOT de Kerckheren den Dorpern« „Haderslev Articles« ibid, 244-24.9; artın Schwarz
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Te. Cambridge 1995, 14-16
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» Not 1ow ally heretics, disciples of Luther others preach teach secretly
openly against the heavenly God, the belief 9)ı the holiest UurC. the holiest father the
POpe, the Roman Church, but where they AT tound 1ın this Zd0M, We promise
punish them life an property. «!°
But spıte of this coronatıon charter forced uUuDON Frederik Dy CONSerTVatıve

Councıl, 1t W as during his re1ıgn that the evangelical started advance
Denmark. this illegal popular evangelical benefited from the

general feudal CYMSIS which characterised Danish SOC1etYy this period.
I1wo assemblies of the king and the council af the arıstocracy and all the bish:

ODS In Odense 1n 76 and S signified turnıng pomint. They agreed that those
who 1n future WeIcC hbe appointed bishops should longe seek the Contirma-
tıon of their appoıntments from the PODRC, and the SUT111S5 that candidates had
priviously paid Rome, WEIC future be paid the Danish king by DOW

the church Denmark had become split The Roman Church remained the offi
cial church, governed by the bishops, but the Lutherans had 110 also the right
torm their OW.: parishes with their OW: pastors and their ( W Serv1ıces. len
of conflict, spiritual W: between the defenders of the Roman Church and the

aggress1ıve Lutheran preachers ollowed.!7
The only defender of the Roman church SUOTIIC quality Was the Carmelite

leader Paulus Helie (Poul Helgesen], but he W as NOt traditional scholastic. He
chared the Christian humanıist platfiorm of his idol Erasmus of Rotterdam 1466/
69-I1 and criticised the late medieval plety. He WAas hostile scholastic theol

because 1t relied medieval OoOmmMmMeNtatOrSs rather than the Instead
elie wanted focus the texXt of the New lestament, Christ, Peter and Paul
he said, an he Was advocating strongly the teaching of the classical languages.**
He could agicl with Luther Many of his demands for reforms, and he W as a4lso

18527-715295 Kirkehistoriske samlinger: LE Kobenhavn 1963-1965], 237-285; Klaus
DDEPPERMANN: Melchior Hoffman: soziale Unruhen und apokalyptische Visionen 1mM Zeitalter
der Reformation. (3 1979, 54.-1

16 DANSEE ONGERS HAANDFASTNINGER. Aarsberetninger fra Det Kongelige Geheimearchiv/
ed by Caspar Frederik Wegener. Vol benhavn L 58-1860, 5-79, quottion L, Yı

D Lausten The early Reformation Denmark and OrWaYy Ole eter (SREIT: The Catholic
church and 1ts leadership The Scandinavian Reformation, n

L5 SKRIFTER PAULUS HELIE/ ed by eter Severinsen. Vol Kobenhavn 19032, 182 127 f), Paulus
Helie Epistula ad etrum Iuarı, Schelschor November 524; SCC above note On the eo.

of Poul Helgesen, SC Johannes Oskar ÄNDERSEN: Paulus Helie Kobenhavn 1936,
Poul Helgesen’s reactıon Luther SCC ert POSSELT!: Paul Helgesens lesning af Luther. istorisk
tidsskrift 59 (Kobenhavn 1989), 225-254.
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like Luther of the opınıon that 1111l W as saved by faith alone, but simultaneously
he underlined the neCcess1ity of FTru: DIETY. o0d deeds could NOT be disregarded 1n
connection with salvation. Helie W as strongly critical of traditional DICTY, bhut he
had intention of leaving the Roman church Pıous theological learning and
DIOUS living could reform the church.?

(n the other side stood the evangelical preachers. important 164SONM why
the controvers1ies between Paul Helie and these 111C11 wWeTtTC bitter 15 that the
leading 11111 this W1Ing WEeETC old students of Paul! Hehe, monks who had
studied under him the Carmelite college 1ın Copenhagen. Here they had earned

critical attitude Danish catholicism and the bishops, they had earned
prefer the New Testament instead of scholastic studies, they had heard him de:
mand reforms. But Paul Helie naturally did NO imagıne that they would CVCI)

further and, breaking entirely with the Catholic church, become Lutheran preach-
6TS his »Chronicon Skibyense« he savagely characterizes them A4AS being hereti-
Gal, cheeky, S1y, villainous, drunken, mendacious, bawdy and cshameless.?° Apart
from these MmMeECN, the maınD Paul Helie W Aas the former Johannite
monk Hans Tausen 1494 |, who had studied Rostock, Louvaın AT Wıt
tenDetg, where her became burning Lutheran. When he settled 1n Viborg ın
Jutland (1 26), wrıtes Helie ın his chronicle, »the Lutheran pO1soN began sneak
into Jütland«. 2!

The reformatoryMOW as typical market tOWN phenomen, it spread
all the larger LOWNS during the late 5 20’t1eSs and the beginning of the 30’t1es.
eastern Denmark Malme became the center from 52/ and few later

41sSO Copenhagen.
The preachers BaVC Vo1lce the dissatisfaction with which MOST of the urban

population viewed the wealthy Roman instiıtutions and clergy. 'heir sociale_

655 15 demonstrated by their plans for social re-organisation of soclety the
fields of education, POOI reliet and health CATrTe

An them the old distinction between lay and clerical Was false They
emphasised the priesthood of al] believers, the wanted the SErIVICES held 1n the
vernacular, and they stated

6 Lausten Die Universitä Kopenhagen und die Reformation, 99
Paulus HELIE: Chronicon Skibyense. In Skritter af Paulus Helie/ ed by Marıus Kriıstensen;
Hans Reder Vol Kobenhavn 1937, 107 FEL
Ibid, 10/; artın Schwarz LAUSTEN:! Hans Jausen. In The (0)4Encyclopedia of the Retforma-
tion/ ed DYy Hans Hillerbrand. Vol NY; Oxtford 1996, 145
Lausten The early Reformation 1ın Denmark and Orway 22-29
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»that POOI CISON, boy girl, who S1tSs cartload of dung and SINgS the len cCOommMand-
SUO1TLIC praise from the gospel, he she 15 better esteemed by Cöd than INanıy prıests,

monks Canons who grum and shout from MmMOornıng til1l night without true Christian
faith godliness, because they do NOT contemplate the least what they SINg an read«.23

Paul Helie Was chocked. He held that sSINgINg of the the churches
entaijled that »the minds and hearts of mMan 111 be stimulated ITI sinful
thoughts than paety«.*4

The theology of these evangelical preachers has een debated rTreceNTt schol
arship, and ıt has een claimed that they sStood closer the humanist-evangelical
MOVEMENT, differing from Luther several po1lints. SO they ditffered from Luther

their emphasis the Bible, which they considered be »the law of Christ«,
which offered directions for the spiritual 4S ell 45 the material domain. They
remained unattected by Luther’s ILOIC flexible attitude the Bible and his CON-

CEDL of the Word of ZIACC, NOT mentıon his distinction between law
and gospel. Likewise, they ditffered from Luther 1n their understanding of Chnst
salvation and the Sacraments Perhaps they had NOtTt understood Luther PTE None
of them, CEXCEDL Hans Tausen, had CVCT een 1n Wittenberg. But these differences
WCIC probably of little CONSCYUCLLIEC the preachers. They considered them-
selves be Lutherans and that Was also how their antagonist Paul Helie pCI-
ceived them the showcases and AT SOTLILC of the polemic WwINtNgSs ftrom
the L[WO be seen.?>

The Royal Reformation t+he Kingdom, 153 6/3
After the death of Frederik the bishops and the maJor1ıty of the lay nobil
1ty attempted DUut back the clocks. They avoided electing SUCCESSOT the
king, took control of the ZOVerNMENT and tried re-establish the old
church 4S the only permitted church OWEVer they lost control VT the develop-

22 Peder LAURENTSEN: Ursagen A rTeit forclaring pada then 188 Reformats vdi then Christelige
Stadt Malmeo Malme 529 Facsimile/ ed Dy Krister (G1eroWwW. Malmo 979, 42; Martın Schwarz
LAUSTEN: Peder Laurentsen. In The Oxtord Encyclopedia of the Reformation/ ed Dy Hans
Hillerbrand. Vol NY,; Oxtord 996, 402 £I Ole eter (ARNRBLI The CItYy of Malme and the Danish
Reformation. ARG 1988],
Poul HELGESEN: Var paa den bog, SU' borgmester raad Malmo lod udgaa Reformationen

deres Dy, 530 In Skrifter af Paulus Helie/ ed bDy Marıus Kristensen. Vol Kobenhavn 193 3/
f; Paul HELGESEN: ben kort vnderwiisning til BCH stelig foreening och orligilse Ros

kkilde In Skrifter af Paulus Helie/»that a poor person, boy or girl, who sits on a cartload of dung and sings the Ten command-  ments or some praise from the gospel, he or she is better esteemed by God than many priests,  monks or canons who grumble and shout from morning till night without true Christian  faith an godliness, because they do not contemplate in the least what they sing and read«.?  Paul Helie was chocked. He held that singing of the women in the churches  entailed that »the minds and hearts of many will be stimulated more to sinful  thoughts than to any piety«.**  The theology of these evangelical preachers has been debated in recent schol-  arship, and it has been claimed that they stood closer to the humanist-evangelical  movement, differing from Luther on several points. So they differed from Luther  in their emphasis on the Bible, which they considered to be »the law of Christ«,  which offered directions for the spiritual as well as the material domain. They  remained unaffected by Luther’s more flexible attitude to the Bible and his con-  cept of the Word as means of grace, not to mention his distinction between law  and gospel. Likewise, they differed from Luther in their understanding of Christ,  salvation and the sacraments. Perhaps they had not understood Luther here. None  of them, except Hans Tausen, had ever been in Wittenberg. But these differences  were probably of little or no consequence to the preachers. They considered them-  selves to be Lutherans and that was also how their antagonist Paul Helie per-  ceived them. - In the showcases nr. 4 and 5 are some of the polemic writings from  the two parts to be seen.?5  V The Royal Reformation in the Kingdom, 1536/37  After the death of Frederik Iin 1533 the bishops and the majority of the lay nobil-  ity attempted to put back the clocks. They avoided electing a successor to the  king, took temporary control of the government and tried to re-establish the old  church as the only permitted church. However they lost control over the develop-  23 Peder LAURENTSEN: Orsagen oc een rett forclaring paa then ny Reformats ...vdi then Christelige  Stadt Malme. Malg 1ı 529. Facsimile/ ed. by Krister Gierow. Malmo 1979, 42; Martin Schwarz  LAUSTEN: Peder Laurentsen. In: The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Reformation/ ed. by Hans J.  Hillerbrand. Vol. 2. NY; Oxford 1996, 402 £; Ole Peter GRELL: The city of Malmg and the Danish  Reformation. ARG 79 (1988), 311-339.  24 Poul HELGESEN: Svar paa den bog, som borgmester og raad i Malmo lod udgaa om Reformationen  i deres by, 1530. In: Skrifter af Paulus Helie/ ed. by Marius Kristensen. Vol. 3. Kobenhavn 1933,  116. 118 £; Paul HELGEsSEN: Een kort vnderwiisning til een kristelig foreening och forligilse. Ros-  kilde 1534. In: Skrifter af Paulus Helie/ ... Vol. 5. Kobenhavn 1935, 311f.  25 Niels Knud ANDERSEN: Confessio Hafniensis: den köobenhavnske Bekendelse af 1530; studier i  124Vol. Kobenhavn 193 5 AT
25 Niels Knud ÄNDERSEN: Confess1io0 Hafniensis: den kobenhavnske Bekendelse al 5 3O; studier
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and the civil W aT broke OuUt The inhabitants of the C1T1€eS wanted the
prisoned Christian 4S king Faced with this dangerous rebellion the lay
and ecclesiastical arıstOCIaCYy WeICc ftorced elect Frederiks oldest SO  w the Lutheran
duke Christian from Haderslev DrOteCL their He guaranteed the lay
arıstOCIFaCY their privileges and they let down the bishops Concerning the
religious 15S50C5 the L1LCW king WCIC Vaglıc when he pointed OUtT that
following he would introduce go0d Christian Oorder CVCIY WaY On 6 of
ugus VICtLOT10US Christian could make his 1INTO Copenhagen He
imprisoned all the bishops and held them responsible foOr the devastation of the
civil WT, and the episcopal PrODEITY and estates WeTITC confiscated fOor the
benetit. The TeSst of the council WeIC forced aCCCDHtE this procedure and had
S1811 etters of obligation Christian

On meeting with the nobility and representatives from the C1it1es and the
ArtneISs the of october the king described the NC  S cConstıtutiıon fOrT the
kingdom and the change from Roman Lutheran Christianity Lay and eccle-
siastical authority WeTIC separated and the clergy WCIC excluded from direct influ
C.HGE the kingdom political affairs his W asSs which did NOtTt dıffer
materially from Luther OWeVver Christian aveeen worried about
how jJustify the 1ImMprisoNMENT of the Roman bishops the king requested
Luther verdict his letter of the of december 36 Luther offered totally his
SUPPDOIT Christian gufrom his OW. theological CONCECDL the
relationship between spiritual and temporal government » It delights that
YOUL Majesty has eradicated the bishops who refused halt their persecutıon of
the word of (56d and caused confusion secular government

his do the COrTreCt WaYy Christian 110 tried persuade
Luther himself Melanchthon Bugenhagen travel Copenhagen order

help him with the Carrylnıs OUuUt of the reformation 27 Luthers mentioned VCI-

dict and Christians letter the elector of aXonYy hbe ftound showcase
The following YCal the kingdom break with the old Church and the

of Lutheran W as celebrated by four ereImM oON1ECS which took place
and september 3F

den egyndende Reformation Kobenhavn 54, Zsfassung, 466 47z artın Schwarz LAUSTEN
Reformationen i Danmark FEdit Kabenhavn 1010} 87

7,6 Br y 60 604 (31 13 Luther Christian Wittenberg December 15 36
27 artın Schwarz LAUSTEN Religion politik studier Christian {IIs orhold til det tyske LISC

tiden 1544 15 Kobenhavn 19777, 2 dt Zsfassung, 343 345
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The cCoronatıon and anomintıng of the royal couple 1n » Protestant« CCTICI110O-

led DYy Bugenhagen, (Qur Lady’s Church Copenhagen. the ceremonı1es
and speeches the theoretical foundation fOr the 1CW W as expressed. Prevı1ı-
ously, the coronatıon had een grand ecclesiastical OCCAaS1ON, where the Roman
archbishop had anointed the king, who through the achieved degree
of holiness which placed him intermediary posiıtıon between clergy and
laity. At the prev10us coronatıon ceremon1 the king would be dressed like decaon
and given the eucharist both ftorms the cCoronatıon. Considering Luther’s
doctrine of the separatıon of the LWO realms, spiritual and temporal, the COTONA-

tıon of Christian performed by Bugenhagen looks distinctly od: They did it
that the Roman ritual W as maintained, hbut evangelical, »Christian«, changes WCIC

added Bugenhagen, who had received episcopal ordination, anointed the
king. The climax of the W AasSs announced by tanfare of CrumpeLts and
hymn SUNg by Bugenhagen and twelve mınısters, UuUDON which the king, sword
hand, read the text fOor the day, promi1sıng Uus«ec both the SWword and the gospel for
the benefit of the people.

This hardly ave reminded the cCongregatıon Our Lady’s Church
Copenhagen of Luther’s doctrine of the separatıon of the LW kingdoms.

stead 1t W as Melanchthons CONCEDL which W as expressed. FOr him the Christian
prince W as the principal member of the church \praecipuum membrum ecclesiae),
and his Maın task Was be the keeper of both the tablets of the Law of Moses
ICUStOS utr1usque tabulae).?$

Bugenhagen ordained the LCW Lutheran bishops 1n the SaIlnle church
At that OCCAaAS10N the Danish church » ]_OSt « the SUCCESS1O apostolica the Roman
Catholic of that eXpress1ion.

Christian signed the LLECW Lutheran church ordinance. letter ont
of it the king stated his righ end his duty TEe-C true Christian worship, and
he mentioned that this ordinance had een approved by Luther 1n Wittenberg.?9

showcase 1938 yOoUu Can the Church »Ordinance«.
The University of Copenhagen Was re-opened, 1O Lutheran unıversıty.

It did NOLT lose 1ts ecclesiastical character, splte of 1t becoming the responsibility
8 artın Schwarz LAUSTEN: Ön1g und Kirche: über das Verhältnis der weltlichen Obrigkeit ZUT

Kirche bei ohann Bugenhagen und Ön1g Christian VOIl Dänemark. ohannes Bugenhagen:
Gestalt und Wirkung; eıtraäge 7ZABES Bugenhagenforschung/ aus Anlafßß des 500 Geburtstages des
Loctor Pomeranus ed by ans-Günter Leder. 954, SQ-1 56

29 KIRKEORDINANSEN 3730° tekstudgave med indledning atın dansk)/ ed Dy Martın
Schwarz Lausten. Kobenhavn 1989
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of the king, the It only changed confession, administration and curriculum.
Also ere Bugenhagen W as the driving force. The Uun1vers1ıty Was modelled
Wittenberg. The bishop of Zealand, with residence Copenhagen the Sailılec

place where he 15 living 110 became 4ls0 professor of theology.3° showcase
the »Ordinatio lectionum 1n Academia Hafniensi« from 15 be SCCI)

Luther’s AAan Wittenbergs Influence the Danish Reformation Church
there had een SOTINC doubt about the theological pos1ıti1on of the preachers the
ÖO 1ES, this doubt W Aas totally eliminated NOW by Christian He emphasised

that the Daniısh Church W as theologically firmly anchored 1n Lutheranism
espoused 1n Wittenberg. Together Luther and Melanchthon constituted doctrinal
authority, hile their theological differences WeIC conveniently ignored.

Wittenberg became the spiritual CEeENtITtTEe of Denmark. In the 3 from 3
59, almost 250 Danish students wWwent Wittenberg, a8% of them SUPp

ported by the king Unceasingly the king after learned T Wittenberg
who could SCIVC Denmark 4S professors, chaplains bishops, »for [as he
OM6 the professors at Wittenberg university| yAO10! know perfectly what
kind of inen ave ZOL ere enmark«!3ı Wittenbergs powerful influence
also manifested itself the literature connected with SeErVICES. The maJorıty of
avaijlable works WEIC translations of German WItIngs. addition the Man Yy
catechetical WYI1LtINgs, the MOST important literary aids for pastors Was Hans
Tausens’ »Postille«, inspired of from Luthers Kirchenpostille,? while the
Maın literary achievement of the period Was Christian Danish Bible from

5O, translation of the Luther-Bible from 54 33 The Wittenberg tradition also

artın Schwarz LAUSTEN:Keobenhavns unıversıitet 36-1 88 In Kobenhavns Universitet 1479-
1979/ ed DYy Svend Elleho;; Leit (:rane. Vol Koabenhavn 1991L, 79-167
SAMLING ONG CHRISTIAN DEN I{REDIES ‚REVE, AVNLIG j H3 ANSEETE TYDSKE EFORMAILORE.

Aarsberetninger fra Det Kongelige Geheimearchiv/ ed Dy Caspar Frederik Wegener. Vol
Kobenhavn 1852-185 \ 217 (3), Christian I1 ohannes Bugenhagen, Kopenhagen 13 March

541; Martın Schwarz LAUSTEN: Die Beziehungen zwischen Dänemark un! der Universit2
Wittenberg 1ın der Reformationszeit. In Zwischen Wissenschaft und olitik Studien AA GER

deutschen Universitätsgeschichte; Festschrift ZWolgast ZU. Geburtstag/ ed by Armın
ohnle; Frank Engehausen. 2001, 238-257.

3 Hans LAUSEN: Postil. Vol. 1- Facsimile/ ed Dy Jorn Kornerup. Kobenhavn 1934
AR BIBLIA: det den gantske Hellige crif transl. Danish by Oluf Chrysostomus; Niels

Hemmingsen; Hans Henriksen; ohannes Machabzus; Peder Palladius; Christiern Pedersen;
Jens INNINg; Peder Tidemand. Kopenhagen 5 Facsimile. Kobenhavn 928
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WO  w the day 1n the liturgical rules contained 1n the »Ordinatio Ecclesiastica
Regnorum Danız et Norwegil2«. The first hymnal appeared 1n Malme 78 It
has unfortunately NOT survived, but it WAas followed bDy number of others. Ehe

W as Hans Thomiseon’s S5 /3 hymnal of 569, the privileged hym
nal ntil almost the beginning of the 18 CENTULY (1 699].34 showcase the
Danish Bibel and Hans Thomissens Hymnal Can be SCCIL

Petrus Palladius (1 $o3- 60) became the first Lutheran bishop of Zealand and
the IMOST important aAdvisSOr the king, CONCceErNIN£ theology, moral and ATFTeTrSs
of CONscCIeNCEe. He had studied for S1X 1n Wittenberg under Luther,
Melanchthon, Bugenhagen, (Caspar Cruciger (1 504- 548]), Justus Jonas (1493- 5}
and the other Wittenberg professors and had crowned his studies with the theo-
logical doctorat 37 with thesis, wriıtten by Luther himselt about belief and
good deeds He W a4s excellent theologian and administrator and intermediary.
Hıs 1NOIC than fifty books, treatıses and lectures demonstrates the infiuence of
the Lutheran theology and the Melanchthonian method.?; The SAaIille Calil be found
by his brother, Nicolaus Palladius ‚Niels, S 60], who became bishop Lund,
and by Hans JTausen, who ended 4AS bishop Ribe Jutland.?°

his »Book of visıtation« {»En Visitatsbog«], wrıtten handbook for his
collegues, Petrus Palladius describes how he tells the about the DNDCW

Lutheran faiıth travels around Zealand the 40’1€eS Through simple, often
allegorical language, Palladius explains the faith and 1ts CONSCYUCNHNCECS 1n daily
life, deliberately excluding al] theological terminology. Cleariy, impress1ive
pedagogical mind 15 work behind the tolerance, of humour, USsS«Cc of 4aNCC-

dotes and the creatıve language which characterises his work. Palladius has COIl-

siderable understanding for the tough and toilsome life of the peasant and
the parish people feast and EVCMN ave drop LOO much Ooccasionally, celebrat-
ıng the arrıval of »the shining day of the gospel«. Undoubtedly the SUCCECS of the

Hans | HOMISSON: Den danske salmebog. Kigbenhattn 69 Facsimile/ ed Dy Samfundet Dansk
Kirkesang. Kobenhavn 997

35 39 L, 198-257 260-263; artın Schwarz LAUSTEN: Peder alladıus kirken 1537-1560
studier den danske reformationskirke. Vol Kobenhavn 987, dt Zsfassung, 303-40I1 Jorgen
ERTNER: Peder Palladius’ lutherske teologi. Kobenhavn L988, 90-197, dt Zstassung, 743-7

36 Artin Schwarz LAUSTEN: Biskop Niels Palladius et ag til den danske Kxirkes historie ABn
560 Kobenhavn 1968; L{LRO AT studier VvVer Hans ausens Postil/ ed Dy S  ud Eyvind

ugge Kobenhavn 96
Peder PALLADIUS: Danske skrifter/ ed. Dy Lis Jacobsen. Vol. En Visitatsbog. Kobenhavn 02 S.
1926; Peder PALLADIUS: En Visitatsbog/ ed by Martın Schwarz Lausten Kobenhavn 20073
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Daniısh Reformation OW CS deal enlightened and flexible Lutheran theo
logians and church eaders such A4s Palladius.37 showcase the Book of
Visıtation« of Palladius ithe manuscrmpt W 4As found 1n the FE century| 4S well 4S

other books from him and his collegues AT be SCCIL

(One of the other bishops, Iuf Chrysostomus (T , from the northern part
of Jutland has also left etremely remarkable evidence: when Vvis1t1ng the
paSstOrSs his 1i0ecese 1n the beginning of eIs 5 OS he down the titles of
the books their bookshelves. The aVCIaSC W3as E books show CAasc

aV reconstructed the library of OMINUS Jorgen (Öster Bronderslev sognNn). He
owned books, those WCIC the Catechisme of tban Rhegius (11489-1 548]),
the Danish translation of the Pentateuch by Hans Tausen, the »Postilla« by
Anton1us CCOTVINUS (1AF }, the Catechisme by Petrus Palladius. NB! He did
NOt whole Bible!38

Remarkahble 15 also the Predella from the church of Torslunde, Zealand Painted
6I and showing the maın elements the NC  = evangelical SEerVICES.
of this 15 be SCCH yOUI invitation-card. CODY of the Predella full

S17e 15 shown 1n the exhibitionroom.
The Reformation king Christian WAas D10US Christian, tirmly anchored

Lutheranism. Hıs daily life W3as characterised bDy seres of SEIVICES, PIAaYyCIS, hymns
and SCT1110115 The king Occasionally preached himself and took considerable 1N-
terest the theological debates of the day. Throughout his life he corresponded
regularly with Luther, Melanchthon, Bugenhagen, Jonas, eorgaJor (1 5O2-IL 74)
and other earned 188181 Wittenberg, all of whom he greatly admired He SCNT
them gifts, butter and herings already that time excellent anısh exportarticles!
Bugenhagen ONCEC received furs HC  = COaT, and after having experienced that
the butter and herings did NOLT held the expected standard when arrıving 1n
Wittenberg he changed these gifts into Everyone of the great reformers
Wittenberg received Daler each YCal that corresponded the fourth of the
professors charge Copenhagen Aat that time, and mentioned Sunday even1ıng
how eCn the king read the theological books, which he received from Wittenberg.
OWeVver the king took dim 1eW of allıYy public theological debate. The truth
Was he found the Lutheran understanding of Christianity 4as expressed 1n the
Lutheran confessional WI1LtNgS. 'his side of the king went hand ın hand with

35 Daniel Hoffding WULE; Thomas Skat RORDAM: Biskop luf Chrysostomus’ Fortegnelse Ve_

PrEsternes boger Vendelbo Stift Kirkehistoriske samlinger: T Kobenhavn 1874-1877),
165-212.
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burning hatred of the Roman belief. his prıvate letters, he applies VE rough
the DODC and the Roman Church. He wanted total uniformity doctrine

and and acted quickly Out heterodoxy.??
» Be SUTIC, chall be the father of the superintendents! The king MNCC declared

Bugenhagen.*° 'h1s W as fitting remark. The Danish church NOT rece1lve
archbishop 45 result of the Reformation. Nor did the king become higher
bishop« (SUumMMUuS episcopus]) elsewhere. But 1n actual practice, Christian
had become the authority-wielding father of the Danish Church.

The last letter from Luther Christian Luther only few weeks
before he travelled Eisleben, where he died February 546 He sent the king
CWS an told joyful how the DODC and the cardinals 1n Rome had celebrated
1i1Aasses and held dinners and partıes celebrate that the aithful (‚erman duke
Heinrich from Braunschweig-Wolfenbüttel 489, 4- 4 42, 68) had succeeded

extermmatıng Lutheran heretics they falsely thought. But LO W the Lutheran
princes had conquered him, and this fact demonstrated, Luther, that God
did NOL Cal‘ at al about their damned 1iNassecs Luther 41sO thanked the king for all
what he did for him and the colleagues Wittenberg and last » By 110

I daily 15 walking the edge of the tomb. «41
Christian answered that 1ıt W as O€ all thank him He would

indeed do much INOTEC he kcnew how he could please the Wittenbergers. The
NCWS, Luther had SCENLT him, confirmed him of the fact that the allmighty God
destroyed the AattaCs from the godless papısts against his holy church, and the king
expressed the hope that God would let Luther live still for Man Yy Yy'  $ the Chris
t1an church and OUT tru doctrine eNCOUraAageMENT and advantage. But by the
time when this letter left the royal chancellery Copenhagen Luther had passed
AaWaY. Later the king’s secretary the CODY 1n the king’s copybook: » Nota
ene this last letter the good and P10OUS Luther NOT reach read this world.c

Lausten Religion politik, 22337 artın Schwarz LAUSTEN: en hellige Stad Wittenberg:
Danmark Lutherbyen Wittenberg reformationstiden. Kobenhavn 2002,
Johannes BUGENHAGEN!]: Superintendentibus egn1 Danice, dominis et fratribus SU1S,
Pomeranus gratiam, misericordiam et De1 patrıs nostri pCI esum Christumburning hatred of the Roman belief. In his private letters, he applies very rough  terms to the pope and the Roman Church. He wanted total uniformity in doctrine  and ceremony and acted quickly to stamp out heterodoxy.?  »Be sure, I shall be the father of the superintendents!« The king once declared  to Bugenhagen.“ This was a fitting remark. The Danish church did not receive an  archbishop as a result of the Reformation. Nor did the king become a »higher  bishop« (summus episcopus) as elsewhere. But in actual practice, Christian II  had become the authority-wielding father of the Danish Church.  The last letter from Luther to Christian II Luther wrote only a few weeks  before he travelled to Eisleben, where he died in February 1546. He sent the king  news and told joyful how the pope and the cardinals in Rome had celebrated  masses and held dinners and parties to celebrate that the faithful German duke  Heinrich from Braunschweig-Wolfenbüttel (1489, 1514-1542, 1568) had succeeded  in exterminating Lutheran heretics — as they falsely thought. But now the Lutheran  princes had conquered him, and this fact demonstrated, wrote Luther, that God  did not care at all about their damned masses. Luther also thanked the king for all  what he did for him and the colleagues in Wittenberg and wrote at last: »By now  ] daily is walking on the edge of the tomb.«*  Christian II answered that it was not necessary at all to thank him. He would  indeed do much more if he knew how he could please the Wittenbergers. The  news, Luther had sent him, confirmed him of the fact that the allmighty God  destroyed the attacs from the godless papists against his holy church, and the king  expressed the hope that God would let Luther live still for many years, the Chris-  tian church and our true doctrine to encouragement and advantage. But by the  time when this letter left the royal chancellery in Copenhagen Luther had passed  away. Later the king’s secretary wrote on the copy in the king'’s copybook: »Nota  bene: this last letter did the good and pious Luther not reach to read in this world.«*  39 Lausten: Religion og politik, 221-317. Martin Schwarz LAUSTEN: Den hellige Stad Wittenberg:  Danmark og Lutherbyen Wittenberg i reformationstiden. Kobenhavn 2002, 125-194.  40 [Johannes BUGENHAGEN]: Superintendentibus Regni Danice, dominis et fratribus suis, D.  Pomeranus gratiam, misericordiam et pacem Dei patris nostri per Jesum Christum ... (1539).  Kirkehistoriske samlinger: 2. rekke 3 (Kobenhavn 1864-1866), 469-482, quotation, 480.  41 WA Br ı1, 260-262 (4187), Luther to Christian II, Wittenberg 14. January 1 546; quotation, 260, I5.  42 Samling af kong Christian den Tredies breve, navnlig til anseete tydske Reformatorer 1, 242 (22)  WA Br ı1, 306f (4211), Christian II to Luther, Aarhus 3. March 1546.  130Bl 39}
Kirkehistoriske samlinger: rekke (Kobenhavn 1864-1866|), 469-482, quotatlion, 480

41 Br L, 260-262 4187), Luther Christian ]]:[I Wittenberg T anuary 546; quotatl]on, 260,
Samling af kong Christian den Tredies breve, navnlig til anseete tydske Reformatorer 242 (22)

Br L, 306{ 421 I), Christian Luther, Aarhus March 546
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