
In memori1am James Kittelson

By (arter Lindberg

James Matthew Kittelson, Professor of Church Hıstory at Luther Sem1nary,
St Paul, Minnesota, died of liver CAanceTr at the dsC of 67 November
2007 The SOM of Berta 1999)] aN! Lee Kittelson, James W Aas Orn 1n
Beresford, South Dakota where he 15 buried. He 15 SUrvived by his wite
Margaret, LW arried daughters, and L[WO grandchildren. graduate of
St Jaf College, Northtfield, Miıinnesota 1963|) Kıittelson received his
1964] aM 1969] from Stanford Unıversıty where his MmMentor Was

Lewiı1s D1ItZ 1922-1999].
Kıttelson’s academic CaTrcer began 1n the HI1sStOry Department of the

Uniı1versi1ity of lowa 11967-197 1 from whence he went the Hıstory Depart-
MmMent of The hio State Universıity 1n Columbus, h10 1197 1-1 997) After he
became Professor Emerıtus at hio0 State, he WAas appointed Professor of
Church H1story and Diıirector of the Thrivent Retormation Research Program
at Luther Semiıinary (11997-2003). Hıs academic Caicel included visıtıng
professorships at Luther Semiınary 1992) Concordia Uni1iversıty 1n Irvine,
California 1997]), aN! the Uni1versity of Copenhagen 2002)

Kittelson’s SeErV1ICE the field of Reformation studies included Vıce-
President aN! President of the Sixteenth Century Studies Conterence 1973-
974 an membership the boards of the Center for Reformation Research,

the Sixteenth Century Studies Conterence, the Amerıcan Society for Refor-
matıon Research, Newberry Library Renalissance Center, an the editorial
boards of „Studies 1n the Reformation« an! „Lutheran quarterly«. As Director
of the Thrivent Reformation Research Program he acquired substantial
Srants facilitate the microfilming as well the aCquisıtion of Reformati-

materials. He set the g0oal of the program’s »Project Wittenberg«
complete library of 40, titles. In working toward this goal he established
institutional relationships with ıIn Lutherstadt Wittenberg.
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Kittelson’s »home AaWAdY from OMEe« Was Strasbourg, the locus for his
archival studies an his maJor scholarly research an publications.

The first fruit of his work 1n Strasbourg WAas the monograph »Wolfgang
Capı1ıto from Humanıst Reformer« (Leiden 07 After articles

Strasbourg retormer. an events that appeared Ver the 1n ARG,
SC)J, an IRLE, Kittelson’s second mMaJor work Strasbourg appeared:
»Toward established church: Strasbourg ftrom 5 0O the awn of the
seventeenth CENtUrY« IMZ 2000]). In ConJunctıon with his work the
Retormation In Strasbourg, Kittelson pursued long-term interest 1n the
role of Humanısm and education 1n the formation of the Reformation.
With Pamela Iransue he edited „»Rebirth, reform, anı resilience: un1versıtles
1n transıt1on, 1300-1/700« (Columbus, 1984|; he also
articles such »Humanısm and the Reformation 1ın Germany« (Central
European history Leiden 1976|, 302-322); „»Luther the educational
retormer« in Luther aM Learning/ ed by Marilyn Harran. Selinsgrove
1985); »Learnıng and education: phase LW of the Reformation« ın Dıe
dänische Reformation VOT ihrem internationalen Hintergrund/ ed by Leif
(Gi:rane and Kal Horby. GO 1990]; ;»Luther the education of Christian«
(Lu) 1990], 2601] an »Humanısm 1n the Lutheran theological faculties
of the late Reformation« in The harvest of Humanısm 1n Central Europe:
CSSdayS 1n honor of LewI1s Spitz/ ed by Manfred Fleischer et al StL
1992); Kittelson also contributed artıcles the IRE an WAas contributor

ell SEN10T editor of the four volume » The Oxtord Encyclopedia of
the Reformation/ ed Dy Hans Hillerbran N Y; (0)4 996« In addition

the painstaking archival-based research that established Kıittelson’s place
leading North Amerıcan Reformation scholars, he had the ability

make that research readily accessible others. prıme example 15 his VeECLY
popular Luther volume, „Luther the Retormer: the STtOFY of the 111211 and his
Cal  CC (MP 956 that has een translated 1Into Korean, Chinese, Portuguese,
Finnish, and Estonılan.

Kittelson’s solid grounding 1n the prımary SOUTCECS along ıth his feisty
personality made him substantive controversialist. He did NOT hesitate
take such em1ınent historians Heiko Oberman (11930-2001| an
Gerald Strauss; SCC for example his „»Luther the theologian« ın Retormati-

Europe: guide research I1/ ed by William Maltby. StL 1992) an



» Visıtations and popular religious culture: urther repOrts from Strasbourg«
ın Mietas et SOC1letas: 11C trends 1n Retormation sOc1ial history/ ed bDy Kyle
Sess10nNs an Phillip Bebh Kirksville 1985] Kittelson’s 1re directed agaınst
biased historical readings found maJor target 1n those »Systematıc
theologians« who »enlisted the authority of Luther an early Lutheranism

buttress teachings that ATC demonstrably the historical
record, when understood 1n 1ts OW: CIMS«; »Leading the least of these
aStIraY: ‚Evangelical Catholic: ecclesiology and Luther« ın Carıtas et

Reformatio/ ed by David Whitford StL 2002, 245 ); SCcCC also „Historical an
systematıc theology 1n the M1rror of church history: the esSSONS of Ordina-
t1O0N: 1n sixteenth-century SaXonYy« IChH /1 2002|, 743-773). I8 anything,
Kittelson’s of the ımportance of historical truth-telling W AasSs sharpened
when he moved from the Department of Hı1story at hio State the
posıtıon of Church Hıstori1an at Luther Sem1nary.

He W as especially critical when he perceived historical scholarship
distorted the SErVICE of theological fad ecumenical agenda; SCC

for example »Contemporary spirituality's challenge sola gratila« ILQ
1995|, 367-390) and »Enough 15 enough!: the confusion VCT the Augs-
burg Conftession and 1ts Satıs EST« LQ 1998]| 249-270]). It W as 1n this
Spiırıt that Kittelson added his Aalllc international of Lutheran
pProfessors Oppos1ing the »Joint Declaration of the LDoctrine of Justification«
and 1n North merıca raised critical objections the Evangelical Lutheran
Church 1ın Amer1ıca’s Statement „»Called COININMNON 1SS1ON « that affırmed
aCCeptanCce of the Anglican „historic ep1scopate«. Kittelson's passıon for
the historic Lutheran confessions W as recognized by his recent election
Honorary President of the Fellowship of Confessing Lutheran Churches.

Yet for all his historical an theological passıon, Kittelson 41sS0
possessed sharp wI1t and earthy humor rem1ınıscent of Luther himself.
Kittelson W as fond of Luther's declaration 1n his preface »Galeatius
Cappela: Hıstory of the Gserman peoples« that »H1storlans dIC the MOST
useful people and they Cal be honored, praised, an thanked enough.
hat 15 apt description of Kittelson himself.
Bibliography: Hans WIERSMA!: ames Kittelson 11941-2003|: doctor of the church. LS
2004)/ 333-34I1

Pıcture Kittelson: Luther the reformer, OV'  J http://www.luthersem.edu
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