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Introduction
OQur theme, »„Faith and Christian living«, 15 NOT 1n the fOocus ot Luther’s
»Contession CoONcern1ıng Christ’s Supper« ‚ Von Abendmahl Christi. Be-
kenntnis). The Contession CONSIStS of three The Hrst and second
S contaın long discussion about the understanding of cCertaın 1DI1Ca
VC1ISCS5 1C ave een sed 1n the dispute Christ’s 1n the
Eucharist ! Its PUIDOSC 15 AL1LSWECI CO Zwingli’s an Oecolampadius’ Aargu-

CONCeErNINg the right understanding of the Gospel’s words )>H€ took
bread, an SAaVC hanks and broke ıt, an SdVC 1t his disciples an sald,
Take, eat th1is 1Ss body which 15 gıven fOr C an „this CUPD 1S the 190
testament 1n blood, which 15 poured Out for yOUu tOr the [Orgiveness
ot SINS«. The third part 1S contession Jı taith which Luther
»FESTAMENL« of his central teaching. The contession IL1LAY be read indepen-
dently, but it 41sS0 has inner connectiıon ıth the discussion CONcernıng
the Eucharist.

As Wolfgang Schwabh PUtS 1t In his study the development f Lu
ther’s theology of the SaCraMCNTS, Luther CXDICSSCS his appreclatıon of the
Eucharist ILLOIC vividly 1ın SUOLILLC other wIltings than ın the theological dis
putes.“ Nevertheless, the Contession reters tiıme and agaın the relation
between Christ’s Supper an the Christian WdYy of 1fe And hat 1S CVCIN

FOTr the Reformers’ interpretatıons of biblical the FEucharist SCC Davıd
STEINMETZ: Luther 1n CONTLEXT CGrand Rapids, Michigan 2002, 72-54
Wolfgang SCHWAB: Entwicklung und Gestalt der Sakramententheologie hbei artın Lu
ther 1977, 299
Luther’s CONCEPt1L10N of the relation between the Lord’s Supper and Christian ıfe hıs
„Eucharistic ethiCcs« has NOT received much attentiıon ın Luther research. FOr example
Schwab:: Entwicklung und Gestalt 302, wrıtes 1ın the chapter „LOord’s Supper 1n the
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LLLOTIC ımportant, the debate ot the understanding of the Eucharist deals
ith the VCLY foundations of Christian living. NMlany researchers ave
pointed Out that the deep quest1ons 1ın this debate ATC the nature of God’s
wOrd, the relation between spiırıt and atter and the role of creatıon
an Creatures 1n od’s Savıng work. Zwingli oll0owe the at least partly
platonic ideals ot Erasmıan humanısm 1n aımıng toward »spiritual and
inward religion«.* FOr hiım the Spiırıt and AdIC totally independent of
everything mater1al and visible whereas Luther stressed God’s COMMUt-
mMent ıth his material creatıon an especilally ıth word, J bread
and wıne, an Christ’s human nNature 1 his Savıng work> For Luther 1t 15
ımportant that 1n the Eucharist Christ’s body and 00 dIC really elLV
ered the recıplents.

The maın question of this study 1S, then, the relation of the deliver-
ıng of Christ’s body and 00 ıth al and Christian living. In Oorder

ful4ill the taslk eed uCt Luther’s V1IEeWS the deliver-
ıng of Christ’s body and blood and of Christian living and 1fSs relation
al Because the Retormer eals with Christian living only cursorily 1ın
the »Contession CoONCcern1ng Christ’s Supper«, ave taken leave UuUSsSC

other 1n addıition: Luther’s wr1itings Concern1ing the debate the
Lord’s Supper, and the arge Catechism, tor which the arge Contession
forms important background. The Contession will nevertheless be
the maın S((UTICGEC and the other ATIC sed explain thoughts that
dIC either presupposed 1n the Contession that tollow from the ideas
presented 1N 1t

ife of Christians« ONLy that Christ has received 1ın the 5Sacrament, alsSo
recelive other human beings. hus the Sacrament lıves urther 1n the actıve love of Ne’s  4
neighbor. For INOIC thorough presentatıon of the theme SCC TYTechNt PETERS: Sakra-

und Ethos nach Luther. Lu) 36 1969|) 41-79 RAUNIO: Summe des christlichen
Lebens: die Goldene Regel als esetz der Liebe 1n der Theologie Martın Luthers.
200OL, 345-354.
FOor Zwingli’s relatiıon Erasmıan humanısm SCC Pleter!| STEPHENS: The theology of
uldryc. Zwingli. Oxtftord 1986, Y-17.
Je. ()ve ILSSON: Sımul das Miteinander VO  - Göttlichem und Menschlichem 1n
Luthers Theologie. CO 1966, 261-2585; Leit (J+RANE: V1ısıon och verklighet: HOL
artın Luther ‚ Vision und Wirklichkeit e1N Buch über er übers. VO  — Margareta
Brandby-Cöster. Skellefteä 1904, 238-240; Steinmetz Luther ın CONLEXT, 74£



In hat ollows 111 approach the relation between taith and Christian
living from Luther’s spiritual and fleshly WaYy>S of regarding
Christ and the neighbor. These STatements IL114Yy be considered Luther’s IMOST

ımportant remarlks CONCEMNg Christian living 1n the arge Contession.

IT Spiritual an Jeshly INANNTNEeTr OF regarding Christ
an +he neighbor

Seeking what 15 best fOr others spiritual regarding of the neighbor
Luther also calls Christian living spiritual living. He describes the SP1F1-
tual WAdY of ıte when he interprets Il Corinthians y L6 He WT1tes:

the LEXT of St Paul irresistibly ftOrces conclude that this 15 his meanıng:
Because all have died with Christ the world and the tlesh, trom L11O

should longer live thınk according the {lesh, In fleshly ILNLanner. SO
should Ixnow ULLC iın leshly but only 1n spiritual ILLAallllcl Now the

flesh has 19) only seek 1ts ( W. trom d11yOILC else; 1t hates, enNVv1eSs, and oes
all INallNler of vl 1ts 381  Y, seekks pleasure, prestige, eNJoOoymMmenN and ftriend
ship trom for 1ts OW. advantage, EeiC 'his 15 the WdY I11C.  . of the WOT.
regard OILC another. But Christians regard ONEC 5! tor AIC LLICW creatıon
In Christ, and regard 0)]81  (D another according the Spirıt, each seeks NOLT his
()W advantage but what 15 best fOor others, Paul teaches Iso 1n RKomans L and
Philippians Y

Here Luther CONTtrasSts tleshly worldly living an thinking ith
spiritual Christian living. Fleshly living an thinking that the
flesh seeks 1ts OW ftrom else Luther CADICSSCS the point VCILY
accurately ere he 0es NOLT S Y that human being seeks his OW
but that the flesh seeks 1ts IW an 0o0€es everything fOr 1ts OW advan-

26, 310, 31L, StA 4'/ /3, /4, „We:il WIT alle mi1t Christo der welt vnd Ffleisch
abgestorben sind sollen WITr hinfurt nicht mehr nach dem fleisch er fleischlich
leben noch dencken Vnd Iso niıemand tleischlich sondern allein geistlich xennen
LDenn den andern fleischlich kennen 1st yhn nıicht welıter xennen enn fleisch VCLINAS
Nu VECIINAS fleisch nicht mehr denn das das sSe1INe yderman sucht hasset neidet
vnd thut es vbel dem teinde sucht aber lust gen1es vnd treundschafft
yderman sSeInem Nutz Aultftf solche WEe1sSe kennet die welt einander Aber WITr
Christen Kennen n1iıemand Iso LDDenn WIT sind 1ne LLECWEC (reatur 1n Christo vnd
xennen einander nach dem ge1S das 1St ein iglicher sucht nıcht das se1ine sondern
W as des andern 1St desselbigen besten W1e uch Ro L. vnd Phil leret «
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Lage. hen he SUCS by statıng that the IL11C  . of the world regard each
other 1n this fleshly WadY Luther's 1e W of fleshly 4an spiritual living
pr  CS the distinction between the old, feshly I119a  » and the IL1LCW,
spiritual 111an

h1s presuppositiıon becomes clear when 00K Luther’s explana-
t10n ot the relation between flesh and Sp1irıt 1n his wr1ting »L hat this word
of Christ, ‚this Is VLy Body«, eiC still stands Hrım agaınst the fanaticSs«. Hıs
theme there 15 the »Flesh 15 of avaijlc 6, 63 and he dISUCS fOor
the 1e W that these words do NOLT reter the flesh body of Christ, but

the old, sinful INaLl, which 15 Orn of flesh The old dam 0e€es NOT ave
the Spiırıt, which that 1t 15 the Spiırıt an understands
everything 1n tleshly WAdY. The flesh 1n th1s includes CVCM the high
est an best of the human Natfure the intellect, FCaSOIl, will, heart,
and m1ınd. 1{ the flesh 15 of avail, CVECIN al] 1ts Capacıtles and works do NOLT

profit anything, C., the flesh CAaNnOL understand Christ’s words correctly.
All Christ’s words AIC specifically spiritual and they ave be understood
1n spiritual, NOL teshly, manner./

23, 195, 19 /, 13 „We:il denn solchs Warl und unwiddersprechlich 1St, das tleisch,
dem ge1S SESECLIZL wird, das aselbst nıiıcht Christus e1ib heisst, sondern den

alten Adam AUS dem tleisch geboren: So 1Sts gewislich, das uch hie an V1 fleisch
1Sst kein nuütze« nicht Ian VOI Christus eib verstanden werden, Weil Christus aselbs
feisch dem ge1S helt enn also lauten klarlich se1ine WOTrTt ‚J Jer ge1s macht
lebendig, fleisch 1st kein nuütze. Meıne WOTIT, die ich euch SdSC, sind ge1s und en
DE sihestu offenberlich, das tleisch sche1idet VO ge1Ss und widder den gelst,
VDenn leret ]al das en und ge1Ss SCY seinen worten und nicht fleisch, LDem
fleisch ber gibt CL, SCY kein nütze, Und wWwW1e Ssolts nuütze se1N, W widder en noch
Ze1s drynnen ist‘ Ist kein en noch ge1s drynnen, IL11US eitel tod und sunde drinnen
Se1IN. I

Haben WITr enn I1 das diesem OTL ‚fleisch: nicht Christus eib heissen müge,
sondern gewislich den alten Adam und das da widder den Ze1s 1st er yhe gZe1S
und nıcht ge1s 1sSt welchs gleich viel gilt als widder der geist), ich, das
WITFr sunder nicht 5dI WEYL gefeylet aben, da WIT fleisch gedeutet aben, ES
SCY Heischlicher verstand. Denn tleisch, da nicht ge1IS 1St, da 1st treylic. das er
höhest und beste der verstand, SyI1Il, W1  e, hertz und mMut Ist fleisch kein nütze,
1st auch Se1Nn SYIILL, verstand, W1 und alle seın thun und vermügen kein nütze, und
111US5 die melınung Christi diesem 0)81 die Se1N: Lieben jünger, die yhr InNnurret und last
euch meılıne WOTIT CISCHIIL, yhr verstehet mich nicht recht, LIenn yhr tallet auftf das werck:
e1D11C fleisch r1I und verstehets, W1e 1114115 mM1t ZCCI1CI1 reyYSSeLt und y. el



The Christians AdIC spiritual because, ıth Christ, they ave died
the world and the flesh and they dIC LICW creation 1n Christ. S1ince they
live and think 1ın the spiritual iHNAailıNler they do NOT seek their 0W advan-
Lage but what 15 best fOr others. NOw Luther SdYyS that the Christians, wh
4A1IC L11C CYrCAaLUres, do NOT seek their OW advantage. But WeIC he apply
the differentiation between flesh and SP1r1t consistently, he WOU SaYy that
the Spırıt 15 NOt seeking 1ts OW advantage. However, there I11LaYy be DUL-
DOSC behind Luther’s change 1n reason1ng. The ICA4ASOIN fOr this 15 the reter-
CI1ICcE of the term »OWI1« 1n this CONtTEXT Does Luther speak of the »O WIl« of
the old {leshly 11124  — here, of the I11CW, spiritual man (Jr 15 1t 5 rather,
that the spiritual 111all 0€es NOLT ave anything ot his ( WI1lcc this holds
Lrue, the seeking of Ne’s  / OW. reters always the etfforts of the tleshly an
sintul 1114A1l The PIOPDCI meanıng of »I WIl« 15 cruc]jal for the understanding
because for Luther the Apostle Paul’s Sayıng „Love 0€Ss NOT seek 1ts CC

15 OIlEC of the IN OST ımportant ftoundations of Christian living.
Another difficulty 1ın this PASSdasc 15 that Luther i1gnore the

understanding ot Christian simul 1UStus et ECCALOF, and speak about
Christians i{ they WEIC totally spiritual INCI), who live 1n spiritual
WAaY Of COUISC, this 15 NOT the only OCCaS1ıon where Luther speaks without
referring the remalınıng S1N 1n the Christians. In allYy CAdsSc this chould
NOLT be understood complete description of the actual condition of
Christian PCISOLN. Luther 0€es NOLT SUDPDOSC that Christians seek only hat
1S5 best fOr others 1n their daily lives. When speaking about the be
levers Luther SCS the synecdoche, that OINLC asSpecCt of being Christian
represents the whole being.® In other words CA  » SdYy that the spiritual

verdewet als fleisch AUS den scherren Fleischerladen| ] J)as 1Sst e1in fleischlicher tödlicher
verstand, OIC. feisch geb ich uch nicht 11, Es IU ge1Ss hie se1N, nıicht
fleisch, Geistlich mussen meılıne WOTLTL verstanden werden, VO geistlichem tleisch, Alle
Imnmelne WOTL sind gelst, T1um 1St eide, tleisch und vnd es davon ich rede, uch
ge1lst und geistlich zuverstehen und zubrauchen, l)enn der gelst macht lebendig, leisch
1St kein nuütze OC . «
his aspecCct of the biblical WaYy of speaking 15 otten ignored when the SO-Calle: real-ontic
interpretatıon of Christ’s In al 15 ceriticized of diminishing the reality f SIN
ın Christian. For example Jens WOLFE: Metapher und Kreuz:;: Studien Luthers Chris
usbild TU 2005, 5/3, mMalıntaıns tru1sm that the real-ontic understanding of the
partıcıpatıon 1n CHhrist well other interpretations underestimate the weight
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WdY of regarding other people characterizes the believers the extent
that they 4ATC real Christians. Luther’s idea of spiritual living 1n which OLLC

0€Ss NOT seek his her OW. also includes the spiritual regarding of CHhrist.
Understanding his theological CONCeption of the term »OWI1l« PICSUP  5  S
exam1ınatıon of both the relation ıth God and the relatiıon ith other
Creatures

Seeıing the LIUE Iife an g/0ry INn his death an suffering
spiritual regarding of Christ

In the SAalllec CONLEXT Luther CVCI)1 wriıtes about the fleshly and spiritual WaYS
regard CHhrist: But Just regard (QJUTL brothers 1n spiritual, longer

tleshly INaNMCL, much the less do regard Christ ın !eshly 111Al-

LICT Formerly, he SdY, when WeTC holy ın Judaism and 1n the
works of the law | knew nothing spiritually about Christ, but what

sought Was merely tleshly. FOr had hoped that he would redeem
Israel« |Luke 2 21} and would regard (J)UT holiness and lorify according

the tlesh NOW, all who regard and know Christ from tleshly point of
1e W ATIC inevitably OTIeNde him For S1INCE flesh and (010] thinks
urther than 1t SCCS5 an teels, an S1INCEe 1t SCCS that Christ Was erucihed

mortal I11a1l, 1t inevitably 5SdaV5S, »L his 15 the end; neither 1fe 11OT1 salvation
15 be oun here; he 1S SOUNC; he (Adll help UNC; he himselt 15 lost.«

But he who 15 NOT ottended him IMUST Y1SEe above the flesh and be
raised Dy the Word that he INaYy pDerceıve 1n the Spirıt how Christ DIC
cisely hrough his suffering and death has attained Lrue lıte an gl0ry. And

of SIN his crıt1que PICSUDDOSC that Christ’s and the sintulness of
Christian ATC understood 1n habitual This, however, has een the po1int
of the real-ontic understanding. The maın COLMNCECTIL has een reject ll kıiınds of ea
1st1c interpretatiıons of Luther’s CONCEDPtL10N of alt and STrESS Christ’s Oontıc »ONtiIC«
ın this 0O€es NOt PICSUDDOSC ALLYy specific philosophical understanding of being)
real ın the believer hrough alt As Luther himself SdYyS, this that 1n
Christ the believer 15 righteous and without SIN because Christ takes al his S1INS UDOIL
himselt In himself the believer 15 sSt1 SINnNer and ONLYy begins become righteous.
The intent1o0ns of the real-ontic understanding introduced bDy I1uomo Mannermaa have
been presented correctly ın eng AGGLUND ITrO och verklighet: tre studier 1900 -
talets teologiehistoria Glaube und Wirklichkeit TEe1 Studien ZUT Theologiegeschichte
des Jahrhunderts) Skellefteä 200 /, 119-12L1.
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whoever 0O0€Ss this properly, whoever 15 able do Lt, 15 LICW creatıon 1n
Christ, endowed ith LICW spiritual knowledge? The spiritual knowledge
SCCS5 the hidden reality that 15 quıte the Opposıte 1ts AdDDCAIaAllce.

(Q)ne who regards Christ 1ın tleshly I1LAalliiıcT CXDECIS that Christ regards
and glorifies the „holiness 1n the works of the lawWwe. But also those who
SaYy that only bread and wıne ATIC offered 1n the Lord’s Supper AIC regarding
Christ according the flesh They ATC ottended 21ı him when he 5SdYS, „»T'his
15 body. But they wh regard Christ 1n spiritual 1LLAaLıTICcT understand
that Lrue ife and glory AIC attained through suffering and death, NOt hrough
works of law his 15 spiritual knowledge 1C. 15 gıven by the Word of
God Furthermore, spiritual knowledge 1s believe and understand that the
Tea2 15 NOLT INEIC bread but the Lrue body of Christ 1° Exactly they who ave
this spiritual knowledge anı understanding dIC L1CW creatiıon 1n Christ.

In the teXTt Concern1ng the spiritual knowledge of Christ, Luther 0O0e€es
NOL ment1on taith explicitly but 1t 1s clear that he speaks about the CONTLENT
of faith In taith OTMNC SCCS5 the Lrue life an glory 1n Christ’s suffering and
death, that 1S, OC SCCS5 them beneath their COUNTtEIDATS. Simultaneously,
CVCIN though Luther doesn’t explicitly mention love, he speaks about the
Christian love, d5dPC, which 0O0€es NOLT seel 1ts OW The spiritual 112  z}
0e€eSs NOT seek his OW gl0ry, but SCCS the real glory 1n Christ. The spiritual

26, 51L, 2 I8 StAÄA 4, /4, X-16 „Aber gleich w1e WIT bruder geistlich vnd
nıicht mehr Heischlich Kkennen a1sSO zennen WIT uch viel weniıger Christum Heischlich
Vorhin aber ‚wil sagen| da WIT Lüudentum vnd YI1I) des SESELZS wercken heilig
dahin ltzt die alschen Apostel w1idder treiben) wusten WIT nichts VOI Christo geistlichs
sondern eitel Heischlichs suchten WITF azumal VDenn WITFr Oifeten solt Israel erlösen
Luce vltimo vnd heilickeit ansehen vnd VI1S nach dem tfleisch herlich machen.
Das WL reylic. Christum nach dem fleisch zennen vnd eın rechter tfleischlicher SYI1lI1.«

26, 312, 23- StAÄA 4I 7 J 20-29 Alle die Christum fleischlich ansehen vnd
xennen muüussen sich yhım CISCIIL |I)enn weil fleisch vnd blut nıcht welıter
dencket denn sihet vnd tulet Vnd sıhet das Christus als ein sterblich mensch
gekreutzigt wird L1L1US I1 | Jas 1sSt AdUuSs da 1St widder en noch selickeit |Jer
1st 1ın der kan niemand heltten Er 1St SE verloren. Wer sich ber nicht sol
yhım CISCIIL der 111US vber das fleisch taren vnd durchs WOTT auffgericht werden das

ge1s erkenne w1e Christus ben urc seiın leiden vnd sterben recht ebendig
VN! herlich wird Vnd WT das recht thut vnd thun kann der 1st eın LICWC ( reatur Yın
Christo m1ıt ewerIn geistlichem erkentnis begabt.«
StAÄ 4, 7 J 29-36 2 312, 3 313,
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understanding of Christ 15 also the basıs fOr the spiritual regarding Of other
human beings. Luther’s 1e W of Christian living ILLAaY thus be described 1n

preliminary WdY ollows. (One who 0O0e€es NOLT seelk his her OW glory
from Christ 0€eSs NOT seek his her OW advantage from other IL11C  . either.
Ör, Call also 5SdY, 0)8i who SCCS5 the Lrue glory 1n Christ’s suffering an
death seelks hat 15 est fOr others. Luther’s CoONception of the spiritual
regarding of Christ and tellow human beings contaıns the aSPECTS of al
and love Faith SCCS the Lrue glory and ite In Christ’s suffering and death
and love seeks the glory of Christ and hat 15 est fOr others.

Luther that the Word ot God ralses the hbelievers above the
flesh that they percel1ve 1n the Spirıt how Christ attalns Lrue ife and
glory hrough his suffering and death ! In fact, he allots considerable
part of the texXti explaining the nNature of the Iviıne Word oug the
discussions the Word of God an 1ts SIAILLILLAL and metaphorical nature
AdIC partly quıte technical and theoretical, his 2411 15 still practical: his
PULrDOSC 15 g1Vve for the belieft that Christ 15 PDresSCNL 1n the
elements of the Lord’s Supper and delivers hıis meriıt there the believers.
Rece1ving the Lord’s Supper 15 thus essential fOr Christian living, regard-
ıng Christ an the neighbor 1n the spiritual WAdY

I1T Delivering CHtkist’s Meriıt through the Word and Sacrament
(z0d's (‚/reatıve an Metaphorical Word

In Order understand how Christian living actualizes hrough the Word
an 5Sacraments, investigate Luther’s understanding of the divine
Word’s Nature Hrst Luther deals ıth the NnNature of the Word from dif
terent DO1NtS 9)ı 1e W H1s Startıng pOolNt Call be expressed fOr example
ıth the words from the Sermon the Sacrament: » If the Word of God
15 present, 1t 111 S()OIN happen the words Say.«"* One important aspecCt

NSee the LEXTt 1n footnote
I SOL, 37 „51 velimus mM1rarı, quomodo venlat Christus In I1  r virgınem m1re-

INLUL, quomodo 1n entre August1inus: venlıt adterens verbum. HOoc verbo audito statım
venit Christus, et Ht PIaC8NaNs. Hıc L10  - alıter OSSUIM dicere u gravidam factam
DCL verbum. 1cCut hic 110  - I1CSdIC peCI verbum tantum CONCEPISSE, S1C. hic, quando
dicitur ‚HocC CSLc, adest V1 verborum. S 1 verbum adest, 1St bald da, W1e die WOTTLT
autten.« See also Schwab Entwicklung und Gestalt 2691
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of this understanding of the Word of God cCreatıve and effective 15 1ts
metaphorical Nnature which Luther explains 1n the arge Contession. It 15
also presupposıitıon of the delivering of Christ’s mer1t 1n the Eucharist.
The maın problem 1S, of COUISC, the COrreCt understanding of the words
by which the Lord’s Supper 15 instituted. Luther’s intention 15 ShOow
that both Zwingli 4an Oecolampadius ATC In their interpretations
of these words. It 15 ell known that Zwingli had adopted the 1e W of the
Dutch humanıist Cornelius Hoen 1524), wh stated that the words »this
bread 15 body an »this CUD 15 the 11C testament 1 blood chould
be understood 1ın the that the TrTea signifies Christ’s body and the
W1nNne signifies Christ’s blood FOr Zwingli such understanding 15 S_

SdLY, S1NCe Christ’s body 15 1n heaven and Can’t be present 1n the physical
elements. For Luther this 15 fatal misunderstanding of the 1DI11Ca WaY
ot speaking. In facCt, 1t sSshows that Zwingli 1gnores CVCIN the teaching of the
COILNINON STAaINLINAL, The crıt1que agaınst Oecolampadius deals ıth the
S\”iIllcC theme ftrom slightly ditfferent pOoinNt f 1e W In Luther’s Op1N1o0N
Oecolampadius has understood the 1D11C2a language incorrectly that
the NC metaphorical words AIC symbolizing the old meanıngs. FOr
ample the Trea of the Supper 15 symbol of Christ’s physical body

When the Bible SCS Crope, 1t reters NC real thing CSSCI1CE

but NOLT AIll1Yy symbol ot that thing. In Luther’s opınıon the erh » is « has
be taken literally ın LIrODES of this kind.? The LrODECS metaphors!* ATC

able make LW  ®] INanYy words of CI word Dy S1IV1INg them 11C IL1CAall-

Ings. LW  ®] LLLOIC ditterent things ATC named by the S\AIllLC iteral HAaIlle,
they ave DOSSCHS SOTINC similarity. hen there d1IC actually least LW  ®]
words, the old and the 1NCW, and they ditter hrough} use an 1116 A11-

ing CVCIL though they ave the S”\d_ILlCc letters !

15 26, 350, 32{ StA 4, 129, 3 alle rop1ı YI1LZ. der chriftt deuten das rechte LCWC

VN! nicht das gleichnis desselbigen SCIlLl.«

L In Luther’s t1me 1t WAas COINLINLOIN identify the with the metaphor. SO does, tor
example, Melanc.  on ın his Rhetoric. See artmu HILGENFELD: Mittelalterlich-tradi-
tionelle Elemente 1ın Luthers Abendmahlsschritten 1O/L, 161 16  00 For Luther’s USsSCc

ot the term »CrIODEC « 1n the arge Contession SCC Hilgenfeld Mittelalterlich-traditionelle
Elemente 167-169, an Anna VIND: LAtomus Luther: striden U. hvorvidt enhver
vod gerning Synd; teologihistorisk afhandling Kobenhavn 200OL, 235 Handskrift)

15 26, 2/72, 2/3, StAÄ 4/ 4U, 41, „(sar fein ISts geredt WEn du eın SCIILLCYVIL
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The Bible often SCS these kinds of metaphorical, L1C words. (QOne
example Jı the 1D11Ca WdY of speaking 15 Christ’s words »I the Lrue
VINEe«. According Luther al] the biblical metaphors AdIC tormed that
the old meanıng thing 15 symboLl ‚Gleichnis| of the L1C things. The
metaphors refer the 111e things (J)IJbut longer back the
old things. The Lrue 1ne 15 thus Christ himself, wh 0€eSs NOT SignNify the
natural vıne, but the natural 1ne signines OT symbolizes Christ 1° Luther
also makes distinction between the CSSCIICcE of thing and 1ts meanıng.
He that 1n al] languages the word ))iS c speaks about the CSSCIICcE

WOTLT kanst wol Daraus 11111 hat das einerley WOTIT ZWECY er vielerley WOTT
wird WE vber se1INne SCILLEYINC deutunge andere LCWC deutunge kriegt Als ume
1st eın ander WOTIT WCI1I1 Christum heist vnd eın anders WE die naturliche
vnd der gleichen heist Item e1in anders WCI111 1ne gülden ylbern er höltzern

heist Also 1111 1I114.  . VO  - eINem kargen 1111A11 spricht Er 1st e1nNn hund Hıe heist
hund den kargen Hltz vnd 1st aus dem alten WOTITt e1ın LICW WOTL worden nach der lere
Horatı] Vnd 11]1US nicht hie St) 1ne deuteley SeIN enn der karge bedeutet nicht einen
hund Also redet 111411l YI1L). en sprachen vnd die wöÖrter als WEEILN WIT
.11 Marıa 1St 1ne morgenrödte Christus 1St ıne trucht des leibes Der euftfel 1St ein
Ott der WE LDer aps 1St Iudas Sankt ugustıin 1St Paulus Sankt Bernhard 1St 1Ne
taube Dauid 1St eın holtzwürmlin Vnd fort 1sSt die schriftt olcher rede vol vnd
heist CrODUS erMetaphora Yın der grammatıca WE Ianl zweyerley dingen einerley

gibt vm b des willen das eın gleichnis yI1LL beiden 1st Vnd 1St enn de elbige
[1allılıc nach dem buchstaben wol einerley WOTIT aber pOteSTaAte significatione plura
nach der macht brauch deutunge ZWECVY WOTTL e1in altes vnd WwW1e Oratıus Sagt
vnd die kinder wol WI1ISSEN «

16 26, 3/9, 350, .6 StAÄA 4I 129, S-7,6 «VWO ein LrODUS er WOTLT wird YI1ıM
der heiligen SCHFri Da werden uch Z W ! deutunge 1iıne LCWC vber die ersten alte
odder vorıge wWw1e droben SESAaAgL 1St als das WOTT weinstock Yın der SCHTI1IIt hat
Z W deutunge eın alte und LIEWC Nach der alten er ersten heist Schlec den
strauch er gewechse weinberge Nach der heist Christum an

Nu sind die selbigen rop1 YI1LL1 der SCHTI1IIt 1so gethan das die WOTIT nach der alten
er ersten deutunge zeıigen das ding des gleichnis 1St Vnd nach der 1L1CW -

deutunge zeigen 61 das LCWC rechte ding er SE vnd nıicht widderumb
zurück Als YI1Il diesem spruch Ich bın der rechte weinstock Hıe 1St das WOTIL Weın-
stock eın LTODUS odder LICWC WOTT worden welchs nicht Ican ruck deuten / den alten
weinstock der des gleichnis 1St sondern deutet tur sich den rechten
weinstock SE der nicht eın gleichnis 1sSt LIDenNn Christus 15 nıcht eın gleichnis des
weinstocks sondern wıdderumb der weinstock 1St e1in gleichnis Christi etera.«
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ot thing and NOL about 1ts meanıng."/ 190 speak about the CSSCIICcE of
thing and speak about 1ts meanıng ATIC LW  @] different propos1ıt1ons and
1t 15 CITIONCOUS assımılate them 1nto 0)]8i proposı1t1on. ven 1n the CdsSCc

of the L1C  S words there has be the CSSCI1ICcCEC before CAall aslk what they
SigN1fy symbolize.!® When the CESSCIICE of thing 15 defined, 1t becomes
possible 5SdYy what 1t For example, wooden LUOSC 15 Hrst certaın
kind of L1LOSC an NOT only symbol mark of natura! 1OSC When this 15
clear, (‚All 41sSO SaYy that 1t symbolizes S0(OTIIC other TOSC that
It 15 made according mode| *9

Applied the words »this 15 body of the Eucharist,?° the mMeta-

phorical WAdY of speaking that the old meanıng of these words 15
the natural body ot Christ, but the LICW meanıng 15 another, LICW body
I 26, 19-2/ StAÄA 4, 132, 6-14' »LJIenn das 1St 1ne gew1sse regel YyI1I1 en sprachen Wo

das woertlin ‚ ISt« yIılı eıner rede gefurt wird da redet 1I19a  » gewislich In des
selbigen dinges vnd nıicht VO  ; se1m deuten | Jas mercke abey Ich LEeCINC ıne hultzin
er sylbern Rose fur mich vnd frage Was 1St das? SO ANLCWOTL I1194  = IN 1r ESs 1St 1ne
1OSC Hıe frage ich nıcht Was edeute sondern nach dem W Aas SCY
an wWwOTrtet 1118.  } INr uch Was SCY vnd nıiıcht Was edeute |)enn 1St jel eın
ander frage WeNnn ich SdsC Was bedeut das? Vnd WEn ich Sd5C Was 1st das? Ist / gehet

au se das teylet nımer mehr.«
I5 26, 383, 2,7-35 StAÄA A, 132, 14-22 „]a sprichstu Es 1sSt 1a nıcht 1ne LUOSC sondern

eın Antwort Das 1St gut Dennoch 1Sts ıne Rose Obs nicht ıne gewachsen
natuürliche T1OSC 1St garten / ennoch 1StSs auch wesentlich 1iıne 0OSe auftf sSe1INe
we1lse Denn sind manchereley Rosen als ylbern gülden tuüuchern DaDyICHI
steinern hültzen. Dennoch 1st e1in gliche tur sich wesentlich iıne 1UO5S5C yI1L1 yhrem

Vnd Ikann nıcht e1Nn blos deuten da sSe1IN la W1e wolte e1in deuten da sSe1IN das
nicht UuUO eın hette? Was nichts 1Sst das deutet nichts Was aber deutet das
111US UU e1iın vnd e1Nn gleichnis des andern WOSCI1IS en
WA 26, 3823, 36 354, StAÄ 4, 132, 23 133, „Darumb 1St eINer hultzen beides
VO  . einander scheiden / 1 Jas vnd das deuten S1CUut prımum et
cecundum S1CUuUt verbum substantiuum eit aCcCtı1uum Nach dem 1Sts warhalfftig
ıne Rose nemlich 1Nne hültzerne LUSC Darnach WE das Iso stehet I11LA45
1114  — denn 38} | ese Rose bedeut er 1st nach eiıner andern Rosen gemacht /
I)enn dis Sind LW vnterschiedliche rede er proposiıtiones Das 1st ıne 0OSse
vnd das bedeut 1ıne Rose Vnd WCI e1Nn rede draus machet der thet 1el als der
proposiıtionem Hypotheticam vnd Cathegoricam fur ıne propositıion hielte quod ST

impossibile
FOr the metaphorical ature of the words Jı 1iNStE1tution SCC a41S0 Metapher und
KTEeUZ, 557-569
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of Christ 2! The Saillle Lrue also ot Luther’s Conception of unity and
love the signification of the Eucharist. The Trea that CONSIStS of ground
gralns and the wıne that 15 made from pressed SIaPpCS ATIC symbols of the
Christian UunIty. Luther CY1t1C1ZEeSs Oecolampadius tOor turnıng the COTrTreCTt
order of ymbols the other WAaY round. The LICW words dIiIC then marks 0)4

symbols of the old things.? In the Bible the Order 15 always from the marlks
symbols the real and the tuldlment of the symbols. hiıs

15 Lrue both of Go0d’s work and of the 1D{I1C2a WaY of speaking. The LICW

words ATIC formed that there 15 old word and symboLl MrSst, which then
becomes the 11C meanıng which 15 1ts real essenCe *3

The words with the L1C meanıng AIC theological words that refer
such ent1iıtiles 1n which the created an the divine reality dIC somehow
united. These L1IC metaphorical words belong God’s WdY of speaking.
Christ himselt 15 usıng the L1IC words and, Luther likes SdY, the dı
1ne speaking ollows the SIaININal of the Holy Spiırıt. The LLICW words Ad1IC

1D11Ca words 1C ATC gıven 1ın order enable human beings speak
26, 3ö1I, 35 382, L StAÄ 4, 130, 13L, „Aber der LEXT alsSo stehet |J)as 1St

meın e1ib vnd wil einen LIOPUM da machen INUS der SCHAF1L nach Iso I}
| J)as WOTT „leib« nach der alten deutunge heist den natürlichen eib Christi Aber nach
der deutunge I11U: eınen andern eib Christ]i heissen welchem Se1IN
natuürlicher eib eın gleichnis 1st ] J)as WCIC nach der SCHrITtt we1lse das WOTTE recht
vnd wol ver‘ das der L1CWEC LEXT Iso stunde |Jas 1St meın rechter e1b der
nicht eın gleichnis 1St gleich w1e ich SdsC VO  ' Christo ! )as 1St weinstock das
1St e1N rechter weinstock welches gleichnis 1St der alte weinstock we1ln-
berge.«

26, 350, 35I, StAÄA 4, 130, 1-6 „Solchs ber keret Ecolampad vm b vnd macht
eın olchen LIOPUM er WOTTL das rücke deutet die gleichnis des

Vn spricht leib SO el zeichen er gleichnis heissen YI1IL dem spruch
] J)as 1St meln e1b doch der SCATFr1 nach folgen wolt viel mehr solt das
WOTLT ‚leib Iso das den rechten e1ib heisse welchen der naturliche
e1ib Christi eın gleichnis enn die Schritft LIOPDEeL nıcht Iso rücke

23 26, 352, 25 3823, StAÄA 4, 13L, 10-25 „LIDenn die heilige CHArıitit helt sich m 1t reden
w1e (roOtt sich helt mM1t wircken Nu chatft Ott alle WCSC das die deutung er
gleichnis UU geschehen vnd arnach olge das rechte vnd erfullunge der
gleichnissen Denn Iso gehet das alte testament als e1in gleichnis furher vnd folget
das LCWC tesSstament hernach als das rechte Eben also thut S1e auch WE S1e
LTODOS er LCWC WOTT macht das S1Ee das alte WOTIL welches die gleichnis 1st
V! gibt yhım eın LIEWC deutunge welche das rechte 1St «
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about things which exceed the Capacıtles of human natural understand-
ıng and language. S1ince they provide the possibilities fOr speaking about
spiritual things, they ATC the grammatical rules that regulate Christian
speaking. But the Salilllc time they ave ontological refterence. In
tact, these LICW words NOLT Only reter the reality but they contaın and
gıve the reality that they dIC speaking about *4 They dIC also cCreatiıve
and effective words which realize what they Say Already fOr this LCASOUIN

Christ’s words CAaNNOtTt be only marlks of symbols which reter SUOINC-

thing else
Applying differentiation sed bDy Zwingli, Luther speaks about L[W.

arts of divine speaking 1n the Contession, which he »aCt10N-WOTrdS«
and »CcCOommand-words« .25 When Christ speaks action-words, hat he SdayS
also takes place. T'he action-word 1Ss powertful word which CIYreaTteEeSs hat 15
spoken. In the S\alille WdY God Creates the Ssu”l an the 1LLLOOIN by speaking,
Christ also created something LICW by Sayıng »this bread 15 body« and
»tN1S CUD 15 bloode. These action-words WeTITC spoken when the Lord’s
Supper Was celebrated for the Hrst time ?®©

2 FOr clear eXposiıt1ion f Luther’s CONceptlıon of the »I1CW words and of the „theological
IILILLAL « SCC e1J0 TYÖRINOJA Nova vocabula et LLOVAa lingua: Luther’s CONCeptıon of
doctrinal tormulas. In Thesaurus Lutheri: auft der Suche nach Paradigmen der
Luther-Forschung/ hrsg. VO:  e} 1I1uomo Mannermaa; An)Ja Ghiselli; 110 Peura. Helsinki
1987, 221-236.

25 Difference between the LW TYItS of speaking 15 NOLT the S\dlllec tor Luther tOr Zwingli.
For Zwingli there 15 Iso 1r WAaY of speaking 1C. he Ca promıi1sıng word. LU-
ther doesn/’t speak about prom1sıng word 1n this CONLEXTE FOr Zwingli’s and Luther’s
understanding f the ditferent WaYydS Of speaking SCC Rolt SCHÄFER: /Zum roblem der
Gegenwart Christi 1 Abendmahl Zeitschrift für Theologie und Kirche 54 1987]), 202-

2.04; Hilgenfeld Mittelalterlich-traditionelle Elemente 123-128. ASs Nilsson: Simul,
275, remarks, Luther rejeCts the distinction 1n the Zwinglian because fOT him
Ci0d’s actıon 1n his ord 15 always creatıve and INCarnatory. Consequently, both the
commaAand-words and the action-words AdIC creatiıve wOords.

76 26, 282, 283, StAÄ 4, y L, L6-23 „|JDenn Sind thetel WOTIT die Christus au
IS mal redet vnd leuget nıiıcht da spricht eme das 1st meın eib et-
Cetera ben wol als s10)  - vnd mond da stund da sprach ((Üen Es SCY SO1111 vnd
mond vnd Warl Ikkein lügen WOTT SO 1st Se1IN WOTT reylic. nicht e1in nachwort sondern
eın machtwort das da schaffet W as lautet. Psalm LEr spricht stehets da
sonderlich weil hie ersten gesprochen wird vnd eın thetel WOTT se1in sol Also
en WIT das einıge abenadma erhalten da S1e SC uch geben vnd bekennen.
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Divyıine Words and Human Speaking IN the Instiıtution of the Eucharist
The question 15 110 how the relation between the Hrst Lord’s Supper and
the Holy Commun10ns celebrated later by the Church chould he under-
stO0d. Luther explains th1s relation ıth the help of the second WdY of dı
1Ne speaking. In addition action-words Christ speaks command-words

ell h1s that (J)ULIL speaking ()T actıng 15 bound ith Christ’s
commands. As example Luther LW  @] WaYy>S of sayıng
mountaın that 1t chould be pulled and thrown 1nto the SC  «b somebody
only sa1id > nothing WOU happen. But because Christ has combined it
ıth command-word by Sayıng > If yOUuU ave al SaV this mountaın,
be pulled and thrown 1nto the 5  c 1t 111 be one the words Sd y 11
they AdIC spoken according Christ’s Oorder ?7

When human being speaks such words without the order of Christ,
they AdTC LNECEIC action-words. h1s implies ditfferentiation between d1
1ne an human action-words. In fact, the English translation of Luther’s
Worlks has chosen different words fOr the LW  ®] T'he latter action-word
15 translated 1nto »declaratıve«. The human action-words declaratives
do NOLT Create hat they SdY. Only when the human words ATC combined
ıth Christ’s Command-word, 1t will be ONe d they say  28 his true
of the words which Instıtute the Lord’s Supper, baptism an absolution ?9
S1INnNCe Christ has ordered his tollowers SdYy the words »„take an Cal, this
bread 15 body«, and »this CUD 15 the LICW testament In 00 the
bread 111 be his body an the w1ıne ll be his blood Christ’s effective
Order 15 the lınk between the Hrst and al other Lord’s uppers ” Human

27 26, 254, 510 StAÄA 4, 53, U-14. „Als Matthei stehet eın hattel WOTIT das die lünger
sprechen solten Hehbh dich und wirtff dich YI111S I1eCT Welchs yemand schlecht da
her redet olgete reylic. nichts draus vnd bliebe e1ın thetel WOTL ber da Christus
yI1LS heissel WOTIL fasset vnd spricht SO yhr werdet I1 mi1t lauben diesem berge
hebh dich I11US warlich nıcht mehr ein hettel WOTIL se1in sondern geschicht
w1e lautet 111A115 nach seinem befehl spricht.«

8 26, StA 4, 54, 15-19 „»Wenn S1e fragen WOo 1st die xrafft die Christus e1ıb
abenadadma mache WE WIT I1 das 1St meın el Antwort ich Wo 1St die <xrafft
das eiIn berg sich hebe vnd yI1d 80144 werftffe WE WITr I1 Heb dich VI1LS WIT dich
yI15 meer‘ reylic. 1St S1e nicht YyI1I1 1SCI1I1H sprechen sondern YI1I]l (r,oOttes heissen der
sSeiINn heissen sprechen verbindet «

20 StÄ 4, 55, 14-22,
5 StAÄA 4I 54, 6-14' fragen w1e weıter o b Christus habe VI1S liegen heissen da
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words A4A1IC creatıve words because of Christ’s ettfective Order which he has
combined with the human words of doing?! hat 15 why the words f
institution AT needed unıte the bread and CHhrist’s body ell the
wıne an Christ’s blood

T'he Presence of CHhrist’s Person

T'hree WAaYys of eiINg an Christ’s Umn1ipresence
Luther g1VeSs another argume fOr Christ’s dwelling 1n the elements by de
scribing three ditterent WaYy> how something C Al be present 1ın place. The
three Way> of being somewhere which Luther has earned from his philo
sophical teachers AT called: CIrCcumsCrıptıve OT localiter, difAÄnitive (T 1-
measurable, an repletive OT supernatural? According Luther, Christ 15
able usc all these Wady> of being somewhere and probably SOTILLC others,

enilhet vnd VI1S heist diese thetel WOTITt sprechen emet sSsSe das 1St meın eib
weil S1e Zzu mal Yı seıner CISOULL vnd als se1inNe eıgene WOTT gesprochen werden?
e1s VI1S liegen sehe e1lst VI15S5 ber Wal reden 111US reylic.
SsSe1ın eib da seın abendma. AUS zrafft nıcht 11S5CI1I5 sprechens sondern se1ines
etehls heissens Vn wirckens Vnd Iso haben WITr denn nicht alleiın das YST eIN1g
ıbenadma sondern alle andere gehalten werden nach befelh vnd einsetzunge des
Herrn Christi.«

26, 255, 7-18 StAÄA 4, 54, -30 »Item WOo ist die lzrafft das WasSSCI AUS dem els gehet
weil Moses nichts dazu thut enn chlegt drauftf? Solt Schlahen S11U5 se1ın wolten
WIT uch wol alle ste1ine W asSSCcI machen ber dort 1st (Grottes heissen vnd Mose hat
nichts denn I1a das thetel WOTT sprechen Ich shlahe den els welchs ich auch wol
sprechen xund vnd folget ennoch Izein Wassc_I denn das heisselwort 1st bey Mose vnd
nicht bey INr Also hie auch WE ich gleich vber alle brod spreche das 1st Christus
eib wurde reylic. nıichts draus tolgen Aber WCI111 WITr SCYILCI einsetzunge vnd heissen
nach abendmal I1 das 1St meın e1ib So 1Sts Sse1iNn eib nicht 11SCIS sprechens er
hettel WO halben sondern se1INeESs heissens halben das V I1S5 Iso sprechen vnd
thun geheissen hat vnd sSe1in heissen nd thun sprechen gebunden hat »

3 FOr the background of these 1n the eologica. tradition SCC Hilgenfeld Mıt
telalterlich-traditionelle Elemente 153-232 Thomas SBORNE: Faith philosophy,
and the nominalist background Luther’s efense of the real ournal oft the
history of ideas 63 2002), 63-52, discusses Luther’s understanding of the three modes f
being somewhere and 1ts relation nominalist tradition. H1s conclusion 15 somewhat
ambiguous; either Luther misunderstood the nominalist meanıng of these
he used them deliberately In another In alnıy ase ıt 15 clear that his CoONception of
Christ’s 1n the Eucharistic elements ıtfers trom the nominalist pos1ıt1o0n.
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LOO The Arst, local WdYy retfers the »normal« s1tuatıon where the place
(I)T 1OOILNN an the ent1ity which 15 1n 1t Da together. FOr example wıne 15
1n this WAaVYV 1n barrel ()I 1n glass. In the SeECONd, definitive WaYy the
ent1ity 15 1n place ()T 1 OOIl that 1t Can’t hbe measured. It I119AYy take only
little rOOI11, but 1t I1AaY also take much LUOOTINN FOr example the angels AaTc

1n this WdY 1n places (ne angel ILLAY be 1n whole house LOWN,
but 1t INnaYy also be ın ut  7 hıs that the place 1OOIN has
certaın INCAaSULCS, length, readth and ep but the ent1ty which 15 1n
the LOOIN has at all his Wäas the WdY of Christ’s being when
he CAaille OQut of his an moved hrough the closed doors. The ır
supernatural (J)I repletive WaVYVY of being somewhere belongs God only. In
this WdY God 15 everywhere an Aills al] places an rTro00mMSs .

Luther 1C  es that Christ Call be 1n place 1ın all these three WdYyS
because he 15 both God an ILLall, an his LW  ®] Natures AIC unıted 1Nto OLLIC

DEISOULL that they CAaNNOtTt be separated. Christ 15 thus there wherever
God 15 1n the third, supernatural WaVYVY Luther emphasizes turthermore that
Christ 15 supernaturally present both 1n his divinity an humanıity. 1f
5SdYy that God 1Ss somewhere, ave Sd Y that the I1194  - Christ 15 there
well 34 Luther that the humanity of Christ CAaNnnNOT be Cod Dy CS -

>5  I1  J but 1t has be 218 least personally God>» hiıs ditfferentiation DICSUD
the Chalcedonian solution the Christological questlion. The divine

and human Nature 1n Christ do NOLT change 034 lose their O0 W CSCICCS, but
they ATIC inseparably unıted 1n Christ’s DCISON. In the Contession Luther

the incarnatıon of the Son of God an the COoMMUNI1ICaAt1ıoN idioma-
eLum presupposit1ons tOr Christ’s OMN1presencCe, which entails also Hı1s
human NnNature and body3® Luther understands Go0d’s and Christ’s
1n definitely different WdYy from Zwingli, wh aCCECDLIS the ubiquity of
CHhrist’s divine Nature, but denies the OmMN1presence f his human NnNature

According Luther, trom the tact that Christ 15 1n God Dy the
Father ollows that he 15 present divine and human DPCISOLL y_
where 1n the repletive WdY The supernatural, repletive WdY of being

33 StAÄA 4'I 57, VO,
StAÄ 4I UL, 14-34.

35 StAÄA 4, 103, 16-31
36 Osborne: Faith, philosophy



Jhowever, that Christ 15 the S\dlIlle t1ıme inside and outside, VCIY
cal an tar AWdY from all Creatures The Creatures CAaNnNOTL CAaSUTrCc 1NOT

Christ, but they ATICc present for him that he Ca  . CadsSsure an
them 37 In the repletive WaYy Christ 15 present everywhere with the

Father. Human beings CannOtL learn know GCod and Christ through
this COTINI11LOINL ubiquity. T'he repletive INUSLT be ditterentiated
{rom Christ’s real 1n the Word 4an Sacraments. There God 15
NOL only 1ın his majestic CSSCNCC, but C(10d fOr YyOU, God’s incarnated
Son an Word3®

3/ 26, 336, 5-19 StAÄA 4, 9 / 15 Y /, „Zum dritten die Göttliche hymelische weise /
da m1t (:ott ıne CISON 1st Nach welcher reylic. alle Creaturn yhım Sal viel
durchleufftiger vnd gegenwert1ıger se1ın muüssen enn S1e sind nach der andern We1se
[IDenn nach der selbigen andern welse kan 41SO se1n Yın vnd bey den TrTeaturn
da 6S1e yhn nicht ftulen rüren berühren| ILLE5S5SCI1 noch begreiffen w1e viel mehr wird

nach dieser en dritten we1lse yın en C(C'reaturn wundlicher Se1IN das S1Ee yhn
nıicht LLLESSCI) noch begreiffen sondern viel mehr das S1e FL17 sich hat gegenwert1g
mM 1isset Vn begreifft? Denn du INUST dis Christi m1t ott ıne CISONMN i1st
5dI weilt welıit 4 U S51 den C’reaturn SetIizen weılt als Ott draussen 1sSt widderumb

t1e: VN! nahe YI1Z. alle C reatur SEeIzen als oOtt drynnen 1St LJ)enn 1St eın 11ZCI-

CISON mM 1t WOo (Jott 1St da 111US uch sSe1IN er glaube 1St
talsch

35 Nilsson: Simul, 275 Luther’s speaking about „»GCod 1n his CSSCIICC« and »God for yYyOU«
refers Jearly the Aristotelian cCategorıes of substance and relation. ( In the philo
sophical eve Luther SCC111S think principally 1n the Aristotelian WaY about these
cCategorı1es. SIng the Aristotelian Categor1es 1n speaking about things doesn’t 1MpLy
that Luther aCCECDLIS Aristotle’s metaphysics such. It 15 however questionable
speak about Luther’s relational Ontology iın the that the philosophical CONCEDL
of substance 15 wholly replaced Dy COLOg1CA OILCE In theology the roblem 15 often
that A1IC NOLT able IknOow the Natures of the things res], tOr example, od’s majest1c
ature 6SSCIICEC 15 unknown human 1CA4ASON God Ca  » be known only 1n the
of relation, namely hrough his Word revelation, e J hrough Christ. 'hıs eplste-
mological po1n does NO PIESUDDOSC that God 15 ONL1y 1ın this relation. As Luther Sdyd
1n hH1Ss lectures GenesI1s, hrough the revealed CGod the believer also learns gradually

lxnow the hidden God 'his that through alt (JIl  CD learns understand what
GCod 15 1in his ()W. Nature; 43, 460, 23725 See KAUNIO: Speculatio practica:
das Betrachten ottes als rsprung des aktiven Lebens bei Luther. In (arıtas Dei
eıträge zu Verständnis Luthers und der gegenwartıgen Okumene; Festschriftt tÜr
1u0omo Mannermaa ZU 60 Geburtstag/ hrsg. VO  3 Oswald ayer,; Robert JensOn;
110 Knuuttila. Helsinlki 199 /, 375
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Christ’s Presence IN the Bread an Wıne
In the bread an w1ıne of the Lord’s Supper Christ 15 present NOLT only 1n
the supernatural repletive WdY but also 1n the definitive WAdY, which Lu
ther CVCI calls spiritual 39 Because Christ 15 present supernaturally IN his
divinity anı humanity 1n allYy CddC, INaYy ask, 0o0es Luther 1LLLEA11 that
the pronunclatıon of the words of instıtution according Christ’s order
brings forth the definitive of Christ ın the elements? hıs

be his understanding CVCI1 though he 0O€eSs NOLT SaYy 1t quıte directly.*°
FOr him 1t 155 ımportant that Christ, who 1s already present everywhere, 15
also 1n immeasurable WdY present fOr human beings 1n certaın
things elements 4 With Hıs Word God tells them where he 1S present
fOr human beings that they Calil recelve him hrough aith 4 However,
1n order know hat the al reCe1Vves 1n the Holy CLCommMmun10n, 1t does
NOLT suffice SaYy that Christ 15 there; also aVve asl hat lkind of
Uun1ty he forms iıth these created elements.

30 26, 327, 33 320, .6 StA 4, 58, 15 59, 2 Schwab Entwicklung und Gestalt 265
chäter Zum roblem der ( egenwart 205-207. recht PETERS: Realpräsenz: Lu-
thers Zeugn1s VO  - Christi (egenwart 1M Abendmahl 1960, 57, 4ACCENLUATLES that the
words of testament verba testamenti| do NOTt bring the body of Christ 1nto the reca! but
the Lord wh: 15 bodily present reveals himself ıIn them the COMMUNILCANLEL. However,
he does NOLT take 1Nto ACCOUNT the possibility that the Word brings (0)8 the definitive,
immeasurable Osborne: Faith, philosophy, 76, Iso overlooks this when he
States that 1n the Contession CoNncern1ing Christ’s Supper Luther does NOT uUuSCcC the differ.
eNt mmodes of distinguish between Christ’s Euchristic and Christ’s
OmNn1ıpresence sborne reters here Christ’s 1ın cabbage
See Erwın METZEKE: Sakrament und Metaphysik: ıne Lutherstudie über das Verhältnis
des christlichen Denkens ZU. leiblich-materiellen In J Jers.: Coincidentia OppOS1tO-
IU gesammelte Studien ZUTLI Philosophiegeschichte. Wıtten L961I, 199 Metzke StTAates
that ıIn Hıs revelation God makes his OMN1presence 1n place

23, 15L, 153, „Also uch Christus: ob gleich allenthalben da 1St, lesst sich
nicht S! greifen und tappen Er Ian sich wol AUSS schelen, das du die schale davon krie-
gEeSLT und den kerne nicht ergreiffest. arumb das? Darumb, das e1in anders 1St, W
(rOtt da iSt und WEeC111 dir da 1St 1)enNn aber 1St dir da, WCI11)1 seın WOTL dazu thut
und bindet sich damıt un spricht: Hıe soltu mich en i Aber dis 1st aber das
rechte ‚1 UutO«, das ‚{ J)as 1St meın leib«, Wenn du dis 1SSESt, 1SSESst du Inmelınen e1ib un
ON niıcht Warumb? Darumb das ich mich hie wil m1t ILLE YIIL WOTT hefften, auff das
du nicht IMUuSSEST schwermen und mich wollen suchen enJ da ich bin,
SCC Lorenz RÖNVIKE: DIie Taute 1n der Theologie Martın Luthers. Abo 1965, 31-35
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In Order explain Christ's un1ıon ıth TrTea an W1ne Luther dif.
terentlates between four ditterent kkinds of un10ns. In theology OLIC CAall

speak, Urstly, about the essential ()T natural Uun1ıty between the divine DCI
S0O1I1S who ave OI divine nature, and, secondly, about the personal uni1ty
between Christ’s LW! Natures which unıte themselves 1n 0)8i DCISON.
Thirdly, Luther deals with the Unı1ty of the angels with ditferent natural
phenomenon, for example ıth Hre FOr this kind of Uunıty he the
anle un1ıon of ettect.

T'he Sacramental N1ON

Bread and CHhrist’s Body and Wıne an Christ’s Blood (Jnited
IN Sacramental Elements

But the relation between Christ’s body iıth the rea and his 00 ıth
the w1ıne 15 still fourth <Z1N OJı UNnIty. Luther Ca 1t sacramental UnI1ty,
S1INCE Christ’s body and 00 ATIC g1ven believers sacraments ® In
all these different un1o0ns the LW  ®] ()1I SOomet1mes ILLUIC ent1iıtiles ftorm (JIL

11C  < CESSCIICcE being. Luther SCS the (‚erman word „»Wesen« here, which
(‚Ad1ll be translated both »CSSCIICC« and »Deing«, He strongly denies the
derstanding that the united ent1ities would lose their ( W CVCN

though they form the LICW CSSCIICcE FOr him this kind of un1ıo0n between
diffterent ent1itiles 15 beyond human LCAaSOIN an the rules of logic. his

that logic teaches quıte correctly that LW  ®] different entities liıke
TEA! and body, OVe and the Spilrıt, God and IL1aLl, ave ditferent
nNnatures However, the SIAININAL Sshows that 1t 15 COILINON WdY of speak-
Ing 1n all human Janguages that LW  @] ditterent beings become OTILC being.
It 15 also possible and acceptable speak about LW  ®] things OTL being.
FOr Luther this 15 NOT Just WaY of speaking without allYy correspondence
1n the reality. (In the CONLKALY, thıs lkkind of speaking refers the reality
and for this 1LCASOIN 0)]81 should NOT speak about the LICW beings usıng the
logical language which keeps the beings HOweVver, Luther o0€Ss NOT
Want eliminate the logical differentiation between the esSseNCes 44 We

43 26, 4'4 J 8-7,5 StA 4, I82, L I83,
26, 443, 12-32 StAÄA 4, 154, U-30 „[JIIie Logıca leret recht |J)as brod vnd eibh taube

Vn ge1s (,Ott vnd mensch vnterschiedliche aturn sind Aber S1Ce SOIt UUuUO“ uch

3/



could 5SdYy that the logic 15 stil] valid 1n the philosophicalJ but 1t 0eSs
NOT suffice describe these LIC. beings, where LW things ATC unıted 1Nto
0)8l LICW being. 10 be able speak about them eed the theological
STAaINILal an WaY of speaking. his also applies speaking about the
LLCW, spiritual 112a  . 1n whom Christ and his Spiırıt ATIC present and who 15
united ith ChHhrist.

Luther SaVvd somewhat unclearly that CVECN though Tea and body AdIC

ditferent things when they dIC separated ftrom each other, they lose their
ditterence ‚Unterschied| far they ave become such L11IC united
being. He only 1LL11Call that the ent1ıties d1IiC longer separated be

1t 15 possible speak about them OIC being without their INCIS-
ıng 1Nnto OLLC and losing their OW identity. Both TeAa an body remaıln,
but because of the sacramental un10n there 15 longer ordinary Tea
but flesh-bread „»body-bread«, The (OLIC sacramental CSSCMNCE and OIlC

being has COLILLLC from the bread and Christ’s body The S\diIllc Lrue
likewise of the wıne and Christ’s blood; sacramental being there 15 L10

»blood-wine« 4

die (s:rammatıca hören ZUL hüulffe Welche leret Iso reden yYI1LLL en sprachen iJas
aWCY vnterschiedliche yın e1n komen das tasset 61e uch solche ZLWECY

VI1LL einerley rede Vnd W1e S1Ee die einickeit beider WEOSCIIS ansıhet redet
S1e auch VO  . beiden m 1t einer rede als yassg! Christo 1St (,Ott vnd mensch e1in CISOU-
ıch darumb redet S1e VO.  - beiden Iso Der 1St Ott der 1St mensch.
Item VO  . der tauben Ilohan | J)as 1sSt der heilige ge1s das 1St 1ne taube 1tem VO.  - den
Engeln das 1st e1n wind das 1st eın Engel das 1sSt brod das 1sSt meın e1b Vnd w1d:
derum b uch weilen eın glichs VO andern Iso ] Jer mensch 1st (sott der ott 1St
mensch DIie taube 1Sst der heilige ge1Ss |Jer heilige heist 1Sst die taube J Jer wind er
diese flamme 1st de Engel der Engel 1St die flamme LDas brod 1st meın e1b Meın e1ib
1st das brod |J)enn hie LL1LUS 1112A11 nicht reden nach dem die vnterschieden vnd
zweyerley sind yhn SE sondern nach dem der einickeit nach dem sol
che vnterschiedliche einerley sind worden ein glichs autf se1ıne we1lse
Denn 1St auch YyI1ın der warheit Iı das solche vnterschiedliche nNaturn
komen yaeanı 1NS warhafftig eın 11CW ein1g kriegen aus olcher fugung
nach welchem sS1e recht vnd wol einerley heissen ob wol eın glichs fur sich SeIN
sonderlich e1InN1g hat«

Luther’s analysis of the theologıca language and 1ts sSsemantıcs 15 agaın example
of how he includes the philosophical of substance ASSCI1ICC ature 11 the
theologica. WaY of speaking without confusing philosophy and theology.

4N 26, 444, 30 445, I StA 4l 156, Y-25 „We:il ann solche wWwe1lse reden eyde YI1LLL
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It 1S, thus, according the theological STAINLINLATL, COrreCt po1int
the bread and SaYy this 15 Christ’s body Because this 15 NOL only WdY
of speaking but corresponds the reality, OILC who SCCS the rea SCCS

the body f Christ and (I1IC who eAts the reca eats the body of Christ.
Bbecause of the sacramental un1ıo0on everything that 15 One the bread,

the body of Christ well 4°

The COomposition of a Sacramental eing
Luther also explains hat kind of reality sacramental CSSCIICC being 15
1rs there 15 the Word, which embraces the rem1ss1on of S1NS, the Spiırıt,
J ıfe and salvation. The Word unıtes all these with Trea an wiıne,
which WCIC nothing without the Word But bread aM W1ne AIC a4lso S_

Sal Yy, because without them Christ’s body 4an 00 COU NOLT be there.
And they dIiIC needed fOr the of the New Testament which,
cording St Paul and St Luke, 1Ss 1n the Lord’s Supper Without the New
lestament the rem1ss1on ot S1NS WOU NOt be there, and ife and salvatıon

der SCAT1 vnd en sprachen gemeın 1st hindert VI1S ıDenama die predicatio
identica nıchts I denn ob gleich eib VI15S5 brod Z W vnterschiedliche aturn sind
e1Nn gliche fur sich SE vnd S1e VOoO  — einander geschieden sind reylic keine die
ander 1St Doch S1e zomen vnd e1N LIC werden da verlie-
IC  - sS1e yhren vnterscheid tern SOIC LICW e1IN1g etrı vnd wWw1e eın ding
werden vnd SIN a1sSoO heisst vnd spricht 1111l S1e denn uch fur e1inNn ding das nicht
VOIN nöten 1St der ZWEYCI 1NSs vntergehen vnd nicht werden sondern 1! brod
vnd eib bleibe vnd vm b der sacramentlichen einickeit willen recht gered wird | Jas
1St meın eib m1t dem wörtlin ‚] J)ası au brod deuten Denn ISt nicht mehr
scheicht brod backoten sondern tleischbrod erel brod das 1st eın brod m1t
dem el Christ]ı e1nNn sacramentlich VN! e1in ding worden 1sSt Iso uch VOUII1l
weın becher | J)as 1Sst meın blut Mm1t dem wortlin ‚[ Jas: auft den weıln gedeutet
Lenn 1sSt nıcht mehr schlechter weIin zellet sondern Blutswein das 1St eın
weın der m1t dem blut Christi YI1lIL e1IN sacramentlich komen 1St

46 26, 442, 29-38 StÄ 4, 183, 13-22 „Darumb 1StSs er ding recht geredt das I12  » au
brod ze1iget VI1S spricht [ Jas 1St Christus eib Vnd WeCT das brod sihet der sihet den eib
ChHhristi Also tOTrt 1StS recht gered Wer dis brod angreiffet der greiffet Christus
e1ib Vnd WCI dis brod 1SsSet der 1sset Christus eıb Wer dis brot m 1t er
ZULLSCIL drückt der drückt m 1t er ZUNSCH den eib Christi Vnd bleibt
doch Jlwege Wal das niemand Christus eib sihet reifft 1sset er zubeisset W1e
iIiL124  = sichtbarlich ander tleisch sihet vnd zubeisset LDenn Wa INa  } dem brod thut wird
recht vnd wol dem leibe Christi zugee1ıgent vmb der sacramentlichen einickeit willen.«



could NOLT be present without the forgiveness of S1NS. The sacramental
CESSCI1ICE IL1LAY be described ollows: T'he words form the bread an the
CUD 1NtOo SACramen Hrst and then the elements embrace Christ’s body
and 00 Body and 00 embrace the New Testament and 1t embraces
the forgiveness of S1INS which then embraces eternal itfe and salvation.
When describing the relation of the difterent of the sacramental
CSSCIICcE the Retormer SsSCS5 constantly the German term »Lassen«, 1C
has quıte wide of meanıngs. He concludes by Sayıng »DEE,
the words of the Holy Commun1ı1on otfter and g1ve al this an
brace 1t by faith Agaın he SCS5 the Samılle word »fassen«, which above Was

moOstly translated iıth the erb »CO embrace«, and 11CC ıth the erb CO
torm«. What 0O0€es Luther actually 116AM when he SdyS that »WITF fassen
m1t dem Glauben«?

VI Receiving and Embracing the Sacrament

REeCEIVINZ an Embracing Christ, the S DIt, FOorgi1veness of S1NS,
Righteousness an Eternal Life through Faith

The Lord’s Supper object of al where Trea 15 Christ’s body and
w1ıne 15 Christ’s 00 15 OTI1LC important aspecCt ot regarding Christ 1n
spiritual WAdY, For Luther, the spiritual WAaY of regarding Christ 0O0es NOLT
exclude Matter and body. (In the CONLFAFrY, Christ’s suffering and death
CaNnnOt hbe regarded without his body and 00 For this 1C4SONMN Luther SdyS
that Christ SCS the SACramen fOr the sake of the taith

They who regard Christ spiritually dIC L1ICW creation 1ın Christ. They
understand the CONTLENT Jı the SACramen hrough word and taiıth Luther

that the words ave he proclaimed 1n order let the people
know hat the SACramen 1s5 but 1n addition Christians ave embraced
the SACramen The CONTLENT of the SaCramen(tT, the meri1t of Christ, 15 alsSo
delivered those wh ave received the SAcCcramen SO the faith NOT only
understands the words, but also recelves an then embraces everything
that 15 gıven with bread and wıne which actually ATC »DOdy-bread« an
»blo00d-wine« 47 Here 1S, thus, the connectıon between Christ’s suffering

26, 78, 2 479, StÄ 4, 222, 0-31 „Sankt Paulus vnd LuUCas IL |J)as teS-
tament SCY abendma. vnd nicht das zeichen er gur des te.



and death, and the individual believer. By reCe1V1INg bread and w1ne the
believer becomes Christ’s body and blood which that he becomes
Christ himself 1n visible and WAdY, ıth his materiality an
humanıity. With Christ’s body an blood OI reCe1ves also the Spirıt of
Christ*® an the New lestament, through which OIlC reCelves the forgive-
c55 of S1INS, righteousness, salvation an eternal ife

Kece1IV1INg the Communion of Christ’s Body an
the Spiritual Body of Christ

The rea that brealk 15 the COoMMUN10ON of Christ’s body FOor Luther
1t 1S undenijable that this 15 sa1d about the physical rea NOLT about
the COMMUN1ON of faith 1n the hearts. The COMMUN1ON koinonia of
Christ’s body 15 COLTIILLLLLOIN 700d, which that 1t 15 delivered all
and who reCel1ves the broken bread and the blessed CUD reCe1lves
the body of Christ. Because the body of Christ 1Ss (COLNLILNLOIN 700d, 1t 1S
received and enjoyed by both the worthy and the unworthy. In Luther’s
1e W trom this fact ollows that the body of Christ has he received
and enjoyed 1n physical INalliller The roken Trea 15 CHhrist’s body

IIenn gur er zeichen des LICWI LESLTAIMENTLFTS en gehört YyI1S te LteSTaMmMENT
die Iluden Vnd bekennet das die gur er zeichen des LEeSLTAMENTS

der bekennet damit / das da L1ECWC teSLAMENT noch nicht habe LDenn
Christen sollen das LIECWC testament yhm SC gur odder zeichen en Ver-
borgen mügen S1e wol en Tem  er gestalt Aber warhatftig vnd1 -
t1g mussen 611e en Ist das LCWC testament abendma. 111US vergebung
der sunden ge1Ss gnade / en vnd alle seligkeit drynnen SeIN Vnd solchs es
1Sst yI1S WOTLT gefasset Denn WCI wolt Ww1sSsen W as abendmale WEIC die
WOTLTL nicht verkündigten? Darumb sihe WEeIC. e1n schön 5105 wunderlich ding
1St W1e es YyI1ıZ einander henget VM eın sacramentlich 1St DIie WOTt sind
das ers Denn die WOTL WCIC der becher vnd brod nichts Weıter brod vnd
echer / WEeCIC der eib VN! blut Christi nicht da (n eib Vn blut Christi WCIC das
LICWC testament nicht da (n das LICWC tesSstamMenNtTt WOCIC vergebung der sunden nıcht
da (n vergebung der sunden WeIC das en vnd seligkeit nıicht da SO tassen die
WOTL erstlich das brod vnd den becher zu SACrTrament Brot vnd becher fassen den eib
vnd blut Christ1ı Leib vnd blut Christi tassen das LCWC testament Das LICWC a-
ImMent fasset vergebung der sunden Vergebung der sunden tasset das ew1ge en vnd
seligkeit. Sıhe das alle reichen vnd geben VIl:| die WOTIT des abendmals Vn WIT fassens
mi1ıt dem glauben.«

48 26, 468, 390-42 StÄ 4, 210, 185-20.

41



all wh reCce1ve ıt, NO only those wh believe that 1t 15 Christ’s body
The unbelievers CAannOot recel1ve Christ spiritually, but nevertheless they
reCcelve his body, NOt Just bread *49

Luther WOU thus Show that CVCIN though al wh recelve the Lord’s
Supper recelve the body ot Christ and become UOLLC body, they do NOLT al]
belong Christ’s spiritual body The word ))b()dY « 15 srammatically LLECW
word and 1t retiers LICW body, 1C 15 COonstituted by the Word of God
It 1S5 also PIODCI trope metaphor 1n the biblical his UOLLC body
CONSIStSs of all those who take part of the OLLC bread >° However, the body of
Christ, which 1ın itself 15 physical, I1LAY be received ın bodily spiritual
ILLANLLICT. Luther 0O€es NOT SCC these LW  ®] WaYyS of rece1lving Christ alterna-
t1Ves. In other words, should NOTt 5Sd Y that could reCcelve the body of
Christ either bodily 0)4 spiritually. The alternatives AdIC rather ollows:
SOINEC reCelve CHhrist only 1n the bodily ILLAaiıNler without the Splrıt, but
others reCe1lve hiım both bodily an spiritually. We could CVCIL Sd y that the
spiritual recCe1V1inNg includes the physical reCce1V1INg of Christ’s body Luther
explains this 1n his wr1lting »L hat these words of Christ ST1 hold fast«. He
combines physical and spiritual eatıng there. Physical eatıng that
the body of Christ 1S ıth the Trea and spiritual eatıng that
the heart believes that 1t 15 the body which he g1ves tOr sake and for
the forgiveness of S1NS>*

Both physical and spiritual eating 15 needed for the salvation and eter-
nal lıte of the human being. Christ has instituted both WaVYS of eatıng Dy
the word of G0od »„»take and Cal, this 15 body Not all DaVY attentıon
these wOords, but Christians reCelve them by their faith 5? mouth that
eafts Christ’s body physically CA  — neither understand the words L1L1LOT Ikxnow
hat 1t eats But the heart embraces and understands the words; {rom
them 1t lznows hat the mouth 1Ss eatıng and EATtS thus spiritually hat
the mouth eats physically. It 15 0)81° and the SAa11lle body of Christ that 15

1n LW  ®] ditterent WdYyS Because the mouth Can’t eat spiritually, the
heart 0€eSs this for the body SO the mouth, 1C 1Ss member of the heart,

40 26, 49U, 19-38 StAÄA 4, 23/, 2/ 235, 13
5 26, 41, 492, StAÄ 4! 240, 3-24
5L 23, 1/9, 10-32
52 23, I53, 5-10



lıves at last eternally because of the heart which lives eternally through
the Word The mouth takes part 1n the eternal life, because 1t eats physi-
cally the Sailllce eternal o0d that 1ts heart eAts spiritually. But the mouth’s
physical eatıng takes place 41sSO fOr the heart, which CAaNNOL do 1t by itselt.
As result both the body an the heart become satistled and lessed trom
the OI meal > Body and soul AT thus reCce1Vv1inNg and eNJOYyY1INg the Lord’s
Supper tOr the sake of each other. hıs 15 OI imension of the spiritual
WdY of ite where OLLC 0€Ss NOLT seek his 0)4 her W advantage. In Christian
lite the body works fOr the Spiırıt and the Spirıt for the body

Spiritual eat1ıng, drinking actıng 0€es NOt PICSUPDDOSC that the object
of actıon such 15 Spiırıt (T spiritual thing ven the natural physical
flesh INAaY be sed 1n spiritual WAdYy »Obiectum 110  = est SCINDECK spirituale,
Sed SUuS CSSC spiritualis.«>4 When the Word of God 15 SUOI1NC-

thing that (QUTLT body 15 doing outwardly an 1n bodily LLLALLNCT an 1t alsO
happens through faith, 1t 15 called spiritual aCcCt10nN. What happens 1n the
Word and 1ın faith 15 spiritual regardless of the corporeal (T spiritual Nnature
of the object. T'he Sp1rıt 15 primarily 1 the usec of things, NOLT inevitably 1n
the things themselves. The spiritual usc of thing IL1LAYy be, fOr example,
SEeCINS, hearing, speaking, touching, bringing, eating, drinking. Serving
the neighbor 15 also certaın kind of usS1ng.

The ole ıfe of Christian 15 spiritual that, without AllY ou
OIlC who eEats the body of Christ physically 1n al also eats the SdIllC body
1n this physical eating Spiritually and lives and wanders spiritually. Also,
the fru1its an works ot the Spiırıt such the feeding an strengthening
of the LICW 111A111 0)4 the soul>, love, JOY, patıence and the Like dIC spiritual
because they ATC orn of the Spirit.®

Christ’s body flesh which 15 received 1n the Supper 1Ss of quıte SPC-
c1al NAature It 15 1n fact tlesh, but NOt 1n the which the Scripture calls
„fleshly« the Spiırnt. Christ’s flesh 0€es NOtTt belong together ith
the ,flesh 15 of avail«, but 1ıt should be understood 1n the light of the

»L hat which 15 Orn of the Spirıt 15 SDINt.« Hıs flesh 15 specifically Orn

53 23, IöI, /-15; 1OL, 10-725.
23, I83, 155,

y 3 L, 25, 1-
56 23, 103, 7-2,8
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of the Holy Spiırıt the Creed and the Scripture 5SdY. Christ 15 the only 1L1A1l

of whom the Scrıpture SdYd that his flesh 15 Orn of the Spirıt. Christ’s body
( JI £lesh 15 thus wholly compatible ıth the Spiırıt. Christ 15 also the DItS
bodily dwelling place, an through him the Spiırıt 1INto all others>7 Con-
sequentLy, eating Christ’s spiritual body both by the body through the mouth
and by the soul through faith 15 the SOUICE of Christian’s spiritual ite

The Transforming Power of Christ’s Spiritual Body
Because the flesh ot Christ 15 the only spiritual flesh {OT al Orn of the
Spirıt, ıt 15 alsoO spiritual o0d And S1INCe 1t 15 spiritual food, 1t 15
eternal mea| 1C CaNnnNnOt perish. It 15 a1SO the LruE, living and eternal
ood which makes alive and SUSsSta1ns all who eagt of 1t But al] who do NOL
eat of 1t mMust die The eternal and imperishable o0d 15 powertul that
1t transtorms the teshly and mortal DCISOULL wh eAats 1t 1nto hat 1t 15
itself and makes her like itself, namely spiritual, alive, and eternal >® In
other wOrds, this spiritual 00d ee the LICW ILLaLL, who needs CONtINUOUS
strengthening 1n the battle agalnst the fleshly and uri0us old dam As

SCC, Luther adheres clearly the patrıstic understanding of the Eucha
Y1St medicament ot immortal and eternal ıte

S1ince Christ’s flesh 15 spiritual tlesh, the eatıng of 1t brings torth
only Sp1rnt. S1ince the human body has een gıiven the hope O1 the UulL-

recti1on of the dead and of everlasting lite, 1t INUuSt also become spiritual.
5 / 23, 103, 36 1095, 55 2Ö1L1, 13-25
55 23, 203, 14-30 „1ISt Christus fleisch Aaus em fleisch ausgesondert und allein e1n

geistlich fleisch für allen, nicht AUS tleisch, sondern AdUS gelst geboren, 1StSs auch iıne
geistliche SPDCYSC ISts eine geistliche SPCYSC, 1Sts eın ewı1ıge SDCYSC, die nicht vergehen
kann, Wıe selbst Ssagt an V1 ‚Wirckt die SPCYSC, die nicht vergenglich 1St, welche uch
des menschen e10)]  - geben wird J 6, 27 Und bermal Ich bın das lebendig brod Vo yme.
kkomen I 41 Item »WL mich 1sset, der ebt ewiglich ] 6l ß Und fort durchs
Capitel leret CL, WwW1e Se1IN fleisch SCY die rechte lebendige ewıge SPDCYSC, die da ebendig
che und ehalte alle die S1Eev Und WeI S1e nicht 1sset, der sterben SC Warumb
das? Darumb: Se1IN fleisch 1st nicht Aaus tleisch noch fleischlich, sondern geistlich, darum b
Ian nıichtnverdewet, verwandelt werden, enn 1st unvergenglich W16e es Was

aus dem ge1s 1St, Und 1St 1ne spe1se Sal und ander art denn die vergengliche spelse.
Vergengliche spe1se verwandelt sich yLill den leib, der S1E 1sset, Liese spe1ıse widderumb
wandelt den, der S1e 1sset, YI1I. sich und macht yhn yhr SC gleich, geistlich, lebendig und
eWI1g, W1e S1Ce 1St, als Sagt ‚[ J1Ss 1st das brod O11l yme. das der WwWwe en gibte«



his happens when the body eEATts the spiritual 00d physically; this o0d
digests the body’s flesh and transtorms 1t that 1t LOO becomes spiritual.
It 111 also become blessed an live eternally. In fact, the Christians wh
eat Christ’s flesh physically by their mouth an spiritually by their heart
ATC thus already transtormed Out of !eshly, sinful and mortal spiritual,
holy and living I1e  - But their spiritual WdY of being 15 still hidden 1ın faith
and hope; only 1n the Last Day 111 1t hbe apparent.”

VITI The right USE€ Of CHhrist’s suffering an mentit

Delivering of Christ’s mer1t through the Eucharist
T10M the point of 1Ce W of Christian living the central theme 1n the arge
Contession 15 the right us«c of Christ’s suffering and meri1t. We could also
consider the right usec the presuppos1t1ons of the right uUSC of Christ’s
pDassıon the maın 1SSUE of the whole Contession. The COrIreCTt UuUSsSC of
Christ’s sulfering DI'  S namely that the suffering 15 delivered and
gıven human beings and received by them The S1VINg and delivering of
his suffering takes place through the Word an SACraments Especially the
Lord’s Supper 1Ss about the SUuS passS10N1S, the UuUSsS«cC of Christ’s suffering.®°

59 23/ 205, 0-25 „Sondern Iso wird Christus Ffeisch SCCSSCH, wird nichts enn ge1s
draus, denn 1St e1in geistlich fleisch und lesst sich nicht verwandeln, sondern CI wWall-
delt und gibt den ge1s dem, der 1Sset. Weil denn der IINC maden Sack, leib,
auch die offnung hat der aufferstehung VO  - todten un: des ew1gen lebens, 111US

auch geistlich werden und alles WAasSs Feischlich yhm 1St, verdewen und Las
thut aber diese geistliche spe1se: WE die 1sset e1DLIC. verdewet S1e se1ın fleisch
un verwandelt yhn, das auch geistlich, das 1st ewiglich ebendig und selig werde,
wı1ıe Paulus (Or1n. 1 15, 44 Sagt ‚ES wird der e1ibh geistlich autterstehen«. Denn
yI1ıNn diesem gehets Iso L das ich e1n grob exempel gebe, als We1In der WO. eın
schaff iresse, und das schaff WCIC e1in starcke spelse, das den wolft verwandelt und
macht eın schaff draus. Also WIT, WIT Christus tleisch e1Dl1iC. und geistlich,
1St die spe1lse starck, das S1e uUulls YI1ıL1 sich wandelt und A4aus fleischlichen sundlichen
Sterblıchen menschen geistliche heilige lebendige menschen macht, WwW1e WITr denn uch
bereid Sind, aber doch verborgen Jauben und offnung, Und 1St noch nıcht offenbar,
Am Jüngsten tage werden WITS sehen.«

60 26, 296, 207/, StÄ 4, 63, 64, „Desselbigen gleichen hab ich 1a vleissig g -
schrieben widder die hymlischen Propheten WI1Ie die geschicht vnd brauch des eidens
Christi nıcht eın ding SCY actum et applicatio factı SC  C actum et VSUuS tactiı LIeNN
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In hıs SCII1LLOINL the Eucharist 1526] Luther that should lkcnow
and preach LW!  ®] things about the Lord’s Supper Fırst, that there 1S the
work 0)4 thing which OI believes, and second, that there 15 the faith itself

the COrrecCct UuUSsSCc of the Content of faiıth The lrst, namely the Sacrament
itself, 15 called obiectum Hidei an 1T 15 outside the human heart an visiıble

the human CYC The SAcCcramen object of faith contaıns the vis1ıble
elements and the belief that Christ’s body and 00 ATC truly 1ın bread
and w1ıne. Faith, then, 1S5 inwardly 1n the human heart an 1ts 1ssue 155 the
heart’s relation ıth the outward sacrament ®! Faith 15 the COrreCt uUuSsS«Cc ot
the Sacrament an of Christ’s suffering 1C. 1s delivered by 1t

In the arge Contession Luther g1VES the arguments fOr the CONtINUOUS
us1ng of Christ’s suffering and death 1n the ife of Christians. ven ere
Luther’s WaY of speaking 15 NOT exclusive: 1t 15 clear ftrom the CONTLEXT that
Christ’s suffering and ea should nOt be separated from his resurrectlon.

FOr Luther’s argumentatıon 1t 1Ss essential ditferentiate between
CHhrist’s meri1t an the delivering Jı his merni1lt. Christ has 1I1CC sulifere

the and he has deserved the forgiveness of S1NS. The suffering,
death and resurrection which ave deserved the [orgiveness ATIC together
the meri1t of Christ. his merıt Christ delivers human beings cContinu-
ously through certaın wherever he 15 present. Luther thus DICSUD

that Christ himself 15 present 1n these Dy 1C he delivers
his merit. The delivering of Christ’s merıt takes place by preaching n_

and through baptism, the Spirıt, reading of the Scrıpture, faith, an
the eatıng of Trea and wıne, but 1t CAall be one CVCN by other if
Christ 1t SO  62 Luther’s DUILDOSC ere 15 NOLT explain 1n detail how

Christus leiden 1St wol NUur e1INn mal Creutz geschehen Aber WCIIN WCIC das nuütz
nıiıcht ausgeteilet angelegt vnd yI1ını brauch bracht wurde? Wıe sols aber yYI1LL brauch

komen vnd A4Uus geteilet werden durchs WOTLT und SACrament“‘ CC 26, 12-14
StÄ 4, 64, 6t »Sehen nicht das abendma VSUS Dass1ı0N1Ss e{ 110  = factum pass1ıon1s
gehandelt wird

6I I8 482, 15-25
67 26, 23-2/ StAÄA 4, 62, 1/-20 »[Jer blinde tOo ge1s WEe1S nıicht das meritum Christi

VNM! distributio merıt1 ZWCY ding sind Vnd IMENSECIS YI1 einander w1e eın vnfletige 5\AW.

Christus hat eın mal der sunden vergebung Creuftz verdienet vnd V1I15S5 erworben
ber die selbigen teylet 4US 1St alle stunde vnd en Örten.« In „Wider den
himmlischen Propheten, VO  . den ıldern und Sakrament« Luther makes the distinction
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Christ’s mer1ts A1IC delivered, but SLTreSS that OIlC has ditferentiate be
Christ’s merit the and 1tSs delivery through ditterent

everywhere where Christ 1S present He thus CY1tIC1IZ7Zes Zwingli wh 0o0e€es
NOLT ditferentiate between these LW CtSs Eilsewhere he g1VeSs LLLOTIC

systematıc and CONSIStent description of the delivery of Christ’s meri1t.
Luther emphasizes that Christ 15 NOT only the and fOrgives

the S1INS there. Christ 15 eternally the because of (Q)UT S1NS, but
the Sadlllıc t1me he 1s al1so 1n other articles of taith an [Org1ves S1NS there
45 well ©3 Luther WOU SaVy that Christ’s and delivering of the
[Orgiveness of S1NS 15 contained 1n article ot the Christian al NOT

only 1n the article of cerucihxion. his STtatement 15 example of Luther’s
ConNception ot the relation between the life, work and PCISOLL of Christ
and the theologica language. ven though Luther differentiates between
Christ’s merıt the (CrOSS and the delivering of his meriıt the believers,
he 0€s NOt Christ from his meriı1t. Christ 15 present wherever he
delivers his meriıit and 1n th1s delivering he 41sS0 g1Vves himselft. Articles of
taith 1n which Christ 15 present ATC NOT only theological PropOoS1Lt10Ns but
41SO real, EVENTS of the history of creation an redemption. As
such they AdIC words 1n God’s CONtINUOUS speaking. Like the Gospel, all
articles of taith Contaın and g1ve Christ and his work ()T merit °4

In the »Sermon Sacrament Oof the body and 00 of Christr agaınst
the fanaticSs« Luther combines Christ’s self-giving 1n the proclaimed (:0S-
pel an 1n the Eucharist explicitly. The created material VO1Ce brings
Christ the heart ot believer. When che believes truly that her heart

between the deserving of the {orgiveness of SINS the C’r0OSS and 1ts delivering and do
natıng hrough Word and Sacraments. There he VUDDOSCS Karlstad’s understanding of the
Eucharist mental remembering an experiential tastıng of Christ’s suffering; I8,
202, 203, 38 NSee Jarı JOLKKONEN: Uskon Ja rakkauden Ssalkramentti: opın Ja käytännön
suhde Marttı Lutherin ehtoollisteologiassa 'The SACrament of alt and love doctrine
and practice 1n Martın Luther’s theology of the Eucharist]. Helsinki 2004, 305-307.

63 26 203, 5 204, StAÄ 4, 62, 12-16' „Also wollen WITr AUS Christo nichts machen
denn einen olchen der ewiglich ALl CIEUTZ leide füur sunde auftf das WIT nıiıcht
widder den gleuben handeln WIFr YI1L1 andern artickeln leuben das Christus da
SCYVY Vn sunde vergebe welchs dieser gelst allein CIeEULZ en Wil«

64 About Luther’s CONCept1onN of the ature of doctrine and the creeds and their relation
with the Gospel SCC Leva MARTIKAINEN: Loctrina: Studien Luthers Lehrbegriff. Hel
sinkı 1992, 60-71
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lays hold of the Word and fast within ıt that VO1CE, che has the Lrue
Christ 1ın her heart Al other believers ave received the Saimnle Christ 1n
their hearts ell Christ 15 1n their hearts 1n the Sallle WadY he 15
the right hand of the Father. Christ’s sıtting AL the right hand of CG0d 0es
NOTt refer AallYy specific location but the tact that he 15 present ith the
Father everywhere an rules VCI all CYrCALUrEs, S1N, death, life, the world,
devils and angels. When PCISOULL believes this, Christ 15 1n her heart
and her heart 1S truly with Christ 1n heaven © According Luther 1t 15
NOt possible lznow how this about, but the heart 1s able eel
Christ’s through the experience of al Certainly the exper1-
CMNCEC of Christ’s 1n faith chould NOLT be understood ALlYy kind of
presupposıt1ıon fOr rem1sSs10n 9)ı S1NS an salvation. The theme that Luther
15 dealing ıth ere 1S how Christ delivers himselt and his meri1t, that 1S,
salvation, through the Word ®®

Christ 1Ss able COILNC 1ın the human heart and Spirıt and live 1n
the Soul, 1t should NOT be Cu fOr him reach the material things. The
heart 15 certainly much LLLOTIC subtle than the materia|l thing. Consequent-
ly, Christ makes imselt present 1n the heart through the Word and
faith, he unıtes himself through the Word with bread an w1ıne that
they INaYy be received 1n material WaY He has Hrst included himself 1n
the Word an through the Word he includes himselt ın the bread ©7 Christ
15 present 1n the elements of the Eucharist INn order his meriı1t
the whole human being who CONSIStS ot body and soul

65 L 489, 49O,
66 L 459, 9-21 Item ich predige das Euangelion VOIN Christo und In 1t der leiblichen

St1M bringe 1C dir Christum YI1S hertz, das du yhn yI1IL dich ildest Wenn du recht
glewbist, das eın hertz das WOTT tasset und die st1m drinne hafftet, 5SdsCc M1r  J Was
hastu hertzen? [ )a I1, du habest den warhafftigen Christum, nicht das
Iso darin SiItZe, als eiInNer auff einem stul sıtzet, sondern W1e 1sSt ZUT rechten des vaters
Wıe das zugehet, zanstu nicht WI1SSsen, eın hertz fület yhn ber WOL, das gewislich
da 1St, urc. die erfarung des glaubens. Kan ich I1U.  . bermal mMi1t einem WOTL solchs
ausrichten, das der ein1ıge Christus Uurc die St1mM YI1Z1 viel hertzen kompt und e1in
iglicher, der die prediget horet und annımpt, fasset yhn hertzen; LIenn lesset
sich nicht stucklich teilen und wird doch gentzlich ausgebreitet YI1LZL alle glewbigen,
Iso das e1n hertz nicht wen1ger, und AauSsent hertzen nıcht mehr kriegen denn den
ein1ıgen Christum, |

67 1' 40 2, 3 493, 76
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T'he TIUNeEe od Self-giving through the (‚reatures an
the Right [Ise of the Divine GIfts

h1is self-giving of Christ 15 exactly the CUIC idea of the well-known and
otten cited SUMMINALY which Luther the end of his arge Con
ession. There he describes how the Irıune God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirıt, Otally g1ves imself human beings. With himselt God g1VES
everything that he 1Ss5 and that he has ©8 In the arge Catechism Luther
SsUumMmmMmMarızes the whole Creed by statıng that Lt tells what the Irıune God
0es fOr human beings an grants them For the understanding of Chris
t1an living 1t 155 ımportant that he completes the thought presented 1n
the Contession DYy Sayıng that God g1ves himself uSs completely, ıth
ZAl| his gifts and his/ help keep the len Commandments °
The 4a1 of Cod’s self-giving 15 also Christian living according G0d’s
Commandments.

In the arge Contession Luther’s 4a1 15 Christian living well The
vlewpOo1lnt, however, 15 NOL the fulfillment of the Commandments but the
right uUsSsCcC of the Dıvine gifts Charaecteristic for the Iıyıne self-giving 15 that
al the three DCISUONS, Father, Son and the Holy Spirıt, AIC S1VINg themselves

68 26, 5O05, 35 506, StAÄ 4, 25L, 252, »|Jas sind die drey CISO vnd eın Gott /
der sich VI1S en SC vnd SdIi gegeben hat mM1t en das 1St vnd hat |Jer ater
gibt sich VI1IS m1t yme. vnd erden m en Creaturen das S1e dienen vnd nutze
sSe1INn mussen. Aber solche gabe 1St uUurc Adams fal verhinstert vnd vnnuütze worden
Darumb hat arnach der sS()  - sich SE auch VI1LS gegeben alle SeE1IN werck leiden
weiseheit vnd grechtickeit geschenkt vnd V1I1S dem ater versune damıit WITr widder
lebendig VN! gerecht auch den ater mM 1t seinen gaben erkennen vnd haben möchten.
Weil ber solche gnade niemand nuütze WeTC S1e eymlic. verborgen bliebe vnd

VI1LS nicht komen kündte / SO kompt der heilige gelst vnd gibt sich auch V1I1S vnd
dl der leret VI1IS5 solche wolthat ChHhristi VI1S erzeigt erkennen hılfft 6S1P empfahen vnf
eNalten nutzlich brauchen vnd austeilen mehren vnd oddern Vnd thut dasselbige
el innerlich vnd eusserlich Ynnerlich UrCc. den glauben vnd ander geistlich gaben.
Eusserlich aber durchs Euangelion Uurc. die tautte vnd SACramMent des altars Uurc.
welche als urc drey mittel er wWEe1Sse VI1LS kompt vnd das leiden Christi
yI1ıL1 VI1S vbet vnd utz bringet der seligkeit.«

69 66I, 35 662, »„Der hujus doctrinae Cogn1ıtiıonem dIN OTE voluptatem Del
preaceptorum tacıendorum CONSEQUIMUFT videntes hic, quemadmodum Deus PIOLISUS
nobis tradiderit CUu omnibus, (]UAaC possidet, ut praesentı ODC et 4Uux1l10 ın pernciendis
preaceptis 1105 sublevet, C omnıbus SU1S CreaturIı1s, Christus VCIO omnibus SU1S
operibus, SP1Ir1tuUSs SAaNCfIus omnıbus SU1S dotibus.«



1n and through created things. The Father g1VES himself iıth the heaven
an the earth, and ıth all CreatUures, that they human beings and
ATC useful fOr them However, because of the Fall of dam this divine gift
has become obscure an has lost 1ts usefulness. It 15 iımportant ote that
both the COFITeCTt regarding of the Father’s g1V1INg NnNatfure and work an the
right usıng of them ave become impossible for the tallen human being. For
this 1CASOIN the Son has become 1LLLAall and gıven imselt an his work, suf
tering, wisdom, and righteousness. In addition, he has reconciled ıth
the Father that W! made alive and righteous agaın, COU. also kcnow an
ave the Father iıth his oifts HowevVver, such WOU be useless if 1t
stayed secret and hidden, that 1S, if could SCC 1n Christ only suffering,
death and loss SO the Holy Spırıt and g1VES himself fully, teaches

know the good works of Christ, helps reCEe1VEe, keep an usec them
1n elptful 1LLALLLLICT and deliver, increase an strengthen them

KECcEeIVINE CHhrist ”an Hıs 00d Works through the Word
an Sacraments

The description of od’s self-giving 15 closely connected iıth the hought
that Christ 155 delivering the rem1ss1ıon of S1NS 1n article of the Chris
t1an al The self-giving of the Son ıth all his worlkks 15 al the Center of
divine beneftaction. mong other gifts Luther ment1o0ons the suffering of
Christ which, agaln, CONntaıns the rem1ssion of S1NS. And g1V1INg the rem1Ss-
S10N of S1NS CONta1ıns the gift of Christ’s righteousness. Luther SCCS5 Christ
an all his deeds ere clearly gifts that ATC delivered granted hu
119a  = beings. In the third part Of the SULILLILLAL Y he explains how these gifts
GCallı hbe received. They (COTILLC through the Spırıt, wh teaches hOow
knOow, reCEe1VE, and use them The Spirıt 0€Ss this both outwardly
and inwardly. Outwardly he brings Christ an his go0d works through the
Gospel and the SacCramen(tSs, baptism and the Lord’s Supper Inwardly he
0€eSs this hrough al and other spiritual gifts Luther especlally
that the Spirıit human beings through the three outward an
created 115S5, Gospel, Baptısm, and the Lord’s Supper, and practices the
suffering of Christ 1n the believers tor the good of their salvation. Only

ONSCYUCILIEC of Christ’s and the pırıt’s self-giving an actıng fOr the
g0o0d of human beings 0O0es the self-giving of the Father with al his other



gifts become Ikknown an useful agaın. As Luther wrı1ıtes 1n „»Lhat these
words of CHhrist Still Stand Fırm«, without the Word everything would
be usetul only ın the bodily I1  J but fOr the soul they dIiC f avaıl.
But when the Word of God 15 the physical things, the heart SsCS5

the Word an eNJOYSs spiritually hat the body 15 usıng and eNJOYyY1INg OuUut-

wardly and bodily.7° Of COUISC, the spiritual us1ıng ot the physical things
ith the Word 1C 15 connected ıth them 1Ss possible only by al
Consequently, Luther thinks that the COrreCLt understanding and usıng of
the gifts of creatıon PIESUDDOSC the delivering of Christ’s suffering, e2
and the {orgiveness of S1NS hrough the Word and SACraAaMEeNTS and their
reception and USC by al

The delivering of CHhrist’s meri1it through the Lord’s Supper strengthens
the L11C 119a  - Luther ca this strengthening the fruit of the Sacrament.
The idea 15 that the fruit 15 the o0d of the NC spiritual man /! Through
Baptısm Christians ave Iready een Orn agaın an they ave een SET
1n L11IC being. But after the Baptısm the old dam has become Uur10usS.
The LICW INnan NCOUNtTETrS INalıYy dangers ıth which the tlesh, the WOTr
and the devil dIC threatening hiım In the struggle agaınst these threats the
LIC LLLEA  - Zets tired and loses the CO COnt1nue. The Lord’s Supper
15 gıven tOr the of the LiCc I1a  - The heart that feels ditferent
temptations such impatıence, hate and CIHI1VVY should seel consolation
trom the Sacrament an eagt and drink 1t 1n Order LO get ILLLOTIC strength. his
o0d an drink g1Ves and ee the taith, chastity, Datıence, love an
everything that belong the L1ICW 1114l It teeds NOT OnLy the soul but a1sSO
the body which teels 1ts influence an becomes cheered up./*

The Sacrament also strengthens the love of the LICW 1114A1l (One ILAaY
the neighbor either 1n the tleshly ILLallllıeT ()T spiritually. The eshly

Service 15 of avaiıl. But 1{ the SEerVICE 15 ONe spiritually, that Ne’s  /
heart 0es 1t Out of taith 1n God’s Word, 1t 15 ıfe and beatitude. The Sp1I1-

vA 23, 183, 23-28
/1 Luther’s V1CW o{ the Eucharist nutrıtion of the LLCW 111411l 15 described thoroughly

by Fredric (CLEVE: Luthers nattvardslära INOLT bakgrunden Gabriel Biels uppfattning
nattvard och Sacrament /Luther‘s Eucharistic teaching 1n the 1g. of Gabriel Biel‘s

CONCEDL of the Eucharist and the sacraments]). Abo 1968, 351-3/1
L, 2N, 1-23

SI



tual Servıice 15 grounded 1n the Word of God, SINCE the heart knows hat
the body 15 doing from the word ‚love YOUI neighbor«.’3 In the Contession
Luther Christian love COTILLLLLOLN Order of G0d above al the
other orders such the Church, marrı1age, an worldly OvernmenNt. They
wh belong this order of Christian love wh 15 1n eed
and help others ıth all kinds of good works. They fteed the hungry, g1ve
the thirsty drink, forgive their enem1es, DTIaYy for all human beings and
sutter all kinds of evil Luther 4C  es that CVCI though ll the works
of Christian love ATC holy, they do NOT form WdYVY salvation. The only
WdY above all the divine Orders 15 the al In Jesus Christ 74 As SCC, by
speaking of the value of Servıice Luther 0es NOLT I11Callı that Joving SErVICE
otf the neighbor eternal lite an beatitude leads them ends
nNnstead ot that he SdyS that the Servıice itseltf 15 the holy lite an beatitude.
SOo, wherever al and love AIC present, there also ATC the Lrue divine ife
an salvation.

The { Ise of CHhrist's Meriıit INn the ( ‚omMMUNION of Christians
At the end f the Confession Luther combines reCe1ving the rem1ss1ion Of
S1NS iıth the COMMUN1ON of Christians the spiritual body of Christ,
1C he also calls Christendom. According him the Church 15 OI  @

Physically 1t 1S5 dispersed everywhere 1n the world, but spiritually 1t 15 col
lected uniıted by OIn Gospel and OTILC faith under the OIlLC head, CHhrist.
By the »physical Church« Luther the audible proclaiming of the
Gospel an the visible delivering of the Sacraments. The rem1ss1ıonN of S1INS
15 there where th1s 0)]81 Christendom 15 /5 The COoMMUN10N of Christians
an the forgiveness of S1INS ATC inseparable. They belong together, because
where the Christendom 1S, there 1S 41sS0 the kingdom Jı and Lrue
absolution.

And, LutherJ where and forgiveness dIC, there 15 the
Irıune God himselt. In the COMMUN10ON of Christians CGod Himself 15 a1lso
present delivering and forgiveness through the Gospel, the Baptısm
and the Lord’s Supper In the Contession Luther CLLCOULASCSH Christians

/ 23, 159, 8-7,7,
26, 505, I1-1/ StA 4, 250, L5

/5 26, 506, 30-40 StAÄA 4, 253, 1-1



reCelve the rem1ss1ıon of S1NS often 1t 15 needed during this life7®
S1nNCe the Lord’s Supper delivers the meri1ıt of Christ that makes ll the
divine gifts useful agaln, rece1V1Ng 1t 15 OIlC of the NECCSSaLVY conditions of
Christian spiritual living.

In the arge Contession Luther 0es NOTt explicate the NnNature f the
spiritual body of Christ. He CONCENTrATLES there the delivering and
CEIVINS ot Christ’s merit and emphasizes that the Christian COMMUNILtY
15 there fOr that DPDUIDOSC. He continues an enlarges the discussion this
theme 1ın SOTIIC other of the SAalilnle period. In the arge Catechism
the connectıon between the Church and the forgiveness ot SINS 15 veLYy
clear. 0Ug Christians ave received through Christ and holi
c55 through the worlk of the Holy Spiırıt 1ın the Uun1ty ot the Church, they
eed forgiveness constantly, because they ATC NOT yetL without S11 In the
Church fOrgiveness 15 granted through the Sacrament and absolution
ell hrough the entıire Gospel. SO, according Luther, everything 1n
the Church 15 rdered that Christians INAY aily obtain ull forgiveness
of S1NS and reCcelve comtort fOr their CONSCIENCE through the Word and the
SACramentSsSs The forgiveness gıven Dy Cod ı11 then be sed Dy Christians

that they {Org1ve, ear with, and a1id each other77 In the Christian (‚OT1I1-

MuUunNn1ı0N the right uUSCcC of G0d’s an of the rem1ss1ıon of S1INS CONSIStS
ot peaceful CONSCIENCE before God and ot mercitulness and forgiveness
owards the neighbors. h1s mercitulness enables the Christians mutual
24SS1StaANCe and a1d

The idea of the Lord’s Supper the basis of the Christian COMMUN10ON
15 described CVECIN LLLOTC fully 1n Sermon the Catechism which Luther
delivered 1n the SA\alillle yYCal that the Contession Wads wrıtten. It 15 character-

76 26, 5O/, 7-16 StAÄ 4, 253, L5 254, »Ynn dieser Christenheit vnd 6S1e 1st da 1st
vergebung der sunden das 1St e1in königreich der gnaden vnd des rechten as Denn
aselbst 1St das Euangelion die tauffe das SacCcrament des altars darynn vergebunge
der sunden angeboten geholet vnd empfangen wird Vnd 1St auch Christus vnd se1ın
ge1Ss vnd (,Ott da selbst I Solche ber vergebung der sunden 1St nicht auf eın mal
als VI1LLL der tautfeen WwW1e die Nouater leren sondern offt vnd viel mal INnall
der selbigen edarff H1is yın den tod.«
The aSpeCL of usıng od’s forgiveness ın the relations between the members of the
Christian COMMUNItY 15 explicitly Present In the atın LEXT of the arge Catechism:
J 655, 10-52
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1st1c tOor Luther that he describes the nNnNature of the Christian COMMUNILtY
directly fOr the congregatıon 1n his SCITILONS In this SCTYTI1N1LOINL he explains
what he calls the signification of the Sacrament, namely Christian Unıty,
love and community.’® his signification 15 contained 1n the graıns an
SIaDCS Like the IILAILY graıns AdIC ground mea|l an formed into (I1LC bread
and like the ILLalıY SIADCS which all ave their O W form ATC pressed 1INnto
()Il COTINLILLOINN LOrm, the Christians should form OC COILLINLOIN and Lrue

spiritual body In this body they ave 0)]8i head, Christ, and they dIC each
other’s members. They ohare the S”dI1l1Cc al an doctrine, and the Sallle

SAcCcrament iıth another well the SAalillec weakness, toolishness, inHr-
m1ty and POVETLY. 1f ONEC 15 naked hungry, the other chares his nakedness
and hunger. h1s that ON member 111 NOT rTEeST before the other
15 lothed fted S1ince the members of the COMMUN1ON ave OIlC spirıt
and OLLC body, everything both physical and spiritual g00dSs and evils 1S
chared and OMNC lets another sutter ALLY want.””

The COoMMUN1ON 111 be realized when the Lord’s Supper 15 received.
The PUIDOSC of the eating of the Sacrament both physically by mouth and
spiritually by faith 15 strengthen the taith and aftter that fulQll the
meanıng oJı the Sacrament, the communion ®° When eatıng the Sacrament
people eNJOY Christ and unıte themselves with him and he unıtes himself
with them The Sinners COILNC Christ and g1ve him al] their S11 and other
evil, and from him they rTreCe1Vve al righteousness, eternal ite and 111
IngNneESS live according od’s will When the Christian 15 united ith
Christ he also allows the others EAt and drink him her, that the
reciprocal eatıng and drinking fulfils the meanıng of the »Dear each
other’s burdens«. h1s rec1iprocal 4SS1StaNCe 15 the law which Christians
should tollow because they dIC renewed Dy taith Such go0odness 15 be
exercised towards al whom they know. Christian SdyS his neighbor:
11 yYOU AdIe DOOL, g1ve yOULI DOVEILY I ere yYyOU ave bread an clothes.

75 ' L, 2 22-24 51CU baptismus liquid significant S1C. hoc ((UOQUC Sacramentum
aliquid significant. Significatio 1US EST quod 1n Christianitate S1t un1ıtas i1eb un
gemeinschaft.«
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Taking (CdIiC of the neighbor’s needs fOr Luther both spiritual and
mater1la|l SEerVICE; the neighbor INay ear the Gospel, get consolation and
recel1ve what he che needs fOr material living.“! his example chows
how the spiritual and materjal aspeCts together 1n the Christian
COMMUNITY. POOL DCISOLL (‚Ad1il »Change« her DOVEILLY bread an clothes
because her neighbor 15 able reCcelve the DOVELTLY if ıt WeIc his O0W

and g1ve hat the DOOI DEISOULL needs. In the Christian COMMUNILtY people
do th1is reciprocally tOr each other There 15 divisiıon between „the 1V
CC and „the reCe1Vvers« but all belong both SFrOUDpPS. ven though 1t 15
NOT mentioned explicitly 1n the SCIINOLL, 1t 15 clearly presupposed that the
reciprocal 4SS1sStance and a1d orıgınate 1n the mercitulness and forgiveness
that ATC received through the Word and the Lord’s Supper and then sed
1n aily Christian living 1n the COMMUNLTY.

IIT Conclusion
In his Contession trom 1526 Luther States that 1n taith Christian regards
his her tellow human and Christ 1n 11C spiritual WAYy Regarding oth
C715 1n the spiritual ILLAaLlLICT that OIl seeks hat 15 best fOr them
And UOLLC, wh knows Christ 1n the spiritual ILLAILLICL, understands that
Lrue ite and glory AdTC attained hrough suffering and ea In this ONntext
Luther 0e€es NOt explain concretely how OIlC should seek the neighbor’s
g00d. He CONCENTrateS the attainıng of the Lrue ite However, 1n certaın
SCITI11LONS CONCEMNg the Lord’s Supper he explains SOTINC aSpEeCTS of the
spiritual regarding of Ne’s  / neighbor.

The Lrue ife 15 received 1n Christ’s body and blood, that 1S, 1n his sut
tering and ca which ATIC delivered the believers 1n the Eucharist.
Luther 4C  es that 1n order geL the 1E spiritual ıte OLIC has
recelve Christ’s real body an blood because through them ONeE Dartıc1-

1n Christ’s suffering and death, which hide his Lrue glory an ite
Luther explains how the Word of God makes this possible Dy producing
the sacramental un1ıon between Christ’s body and bread ell be

Christ’s 00 and w1ne. his happens when the Word Out of the
repletive ubiquity of Christ’s body an blood produces their definitive

in the material elements of the Eucharist. In the S\aCcC-
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ramental un1ıon al] the elements maıntaın their OW. but AL the
S\diIllCc tiıme unıte 1n to LICW »things« which Luther calls „»body-bread« an
„»hblood-wine«. For Luther spiırıt 15 NOtTt body and 00 Christ’s
body well his blood ATIC totally spiritual an thus able malke the
believers’ bodies completely spiritual also SO the resurrection of the bod
1eSs the L1C lıfe begins already through the reCe1V1INg of Christ’s body
1n the Lord’s Supper.

BY eatıng and drinking Christ’s body an blood the believer reCcelves
the whole ChHhrist and all Hıs mer1ts; suffering for others,J forgiveness
of S1NS, righteousness, salvation, and eternal 1ıte She 111 also be uniıted
ith Christ an al] other believers that they form COMMUNILEFY where
al members seek each other’s best The un10n iıth Christ 15 verYy
an real and 1t both body and Sp1rt. When Christ g1ves himseltf
tOr the o0d of human beings, they recel1ve him an his mer1ts and Christ
recCelves the believers and their S1NS. Through faith and SACramMent Christ
g1Vves himself fOr the z0o0d of al] human beings and those who believe this
ATC us1ıng his suffering, ea and other gifts fOr their salvation. They also
become able uUusec Christ’s mer1ıts for the g0o0d of their neighbors. SO the
Christians g1ve themselves tOr the tood an drink f their neighbors by
SErVINg them both spiritually and materially. In the Christian u_

NItYy, which 15 based partıcıpatıon 1ın Christ an hıs mer1ts through the
Word and SaCramentT, people ohare spiritual and mater1a! m1sery an evil

ell wealth and goodness. his sharing includes LW  ®] aSpeCTtSs Firstly,
the Christians AdIC united 1Nto ON body that each oOne’s righteousness,
strength and other spiritual gifts help the other’s sinfulness, weakness and
other spiritual distress. And secondly they each other and al human
beings 1n their needs, DOVEITLY, hunger and thirst ith their outward deeds
In practice these LW  ®] aSspeCts ATC always together 1n Christian lite
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