
Luther’s New V1iew Marrı1age, Sexuality and the Family
BY Jane Strohl

tOr God has created I114.  — and that they ATe O1ILNC together with
pleasure, willingly and gladly with a]| their hearts. And bridal love the 11l
Y 15 natural thing, implanted and inspired Dy God his 15 the 1CASUIl bridal
love 15 highly praised 1n the Scriptures and 15 often cıted example of Christ
and his church «1 „10 be SUIC, when cOoNsider marrıage, ONLy the flesh
be there Yet tather INUST have slept with mother and made love her, and
they WETIC nevertheless godly people. AIl the patriarchs and prophets did liıkewise.
The longing of 1114A11 tor 15 God’s creatıon that 15 5SdY, when nature’s
sound, NOT when 1t’s corrupted 1t 15 [0)81 Italians and Turks .«?

Luther’s early reflections marrıage CO 1ts importance
detense agalınst lust and 4S safe channel for the eXpression of human sexuality}
Hıs antı-monastıic polemic 1Ss CONsStant“+ He distinguishes sharply between

46, 304 51 11L, 236, Y-14
54, 161 2, 167, S- 1659)

„TChe CONCUPISCENCE fleshly self-centeredness of 1a torces him Into all] kinds of 11 -
morality and unchastity. Even though »CONCUPISCENCE: 15 described Dy Luther basically
1n terms of ego1sm rather than sexual lust, he 15 st1 impressed by the frightening asc

with 1C man’s sintul personality (All nleash such uncontrollable DaSS1ONS«; William
LAZARETH: Luther the Christian home: application of the SOC1al ethics of the

Retormation. Phil 1960, It 15 Important nNnote that rapaCc1lous sexual desire 15 only ()I1C

manıiıfestation of the INCUrvatus ın ature of the tallen human being. (One IN UST NOT
ImMınımıze the danger such desire YTESCNIS, but 0)]81  M mMust SCC 1t (I1LIC I1 IL1LAaLLY WdYyS
ın 1C. CONCUPISCENCE manıitests itself Aat the CADECIISC of the neighbor. Luther 1MSse
DULtS lust nto perspect1ve: „Youth eels 1ts OW:) evils; then manhood does. For the flesh 15
lagued by lust, the heart Dy greed, wrath, hatred, and similar emot10ns, 1C. trouble the
mınd ın Varlous Wdy>S But these conflicts involve the Second and gradually subside.
Therefore when the struggle be UVeEL, this L1LCW aM sharper battle involving the
1rs confronts US, the nght agalınst presumpti1on, vainglory, and the conhidence
have 1n ourselves because of (QUL giftS « 3, ‚(emphasis added) 42, 552, 23-20

4 Roman Catholic teaching with regard the sSOCcC1al and spiritual g00d o{ marrıage and

159



the Lrue charism of chastity and hat he eNOUNCES the sham, brutally
imposed celibacy of the moOoNaAastıIC ife 1f God favOors DCISOULL iıth the former,
there 15 L[CAaSOIl fOr reJO1C1Ng, NOt because 1t CXCMPELIS OIC trom the whole
ditficult business of sexual relationship but because, Pau/l DO1NtS OUT,
1t frees OIlLC trom the entanglements of marrl1age fOr uninterrupted Servıice
and worship of G0od)> Luther INS1StS, however, that OIlC CannOot by Ne’s  7
OW. efforts such calling; 1t only divine gift and quıte
rarely at that. Those wh take uDOLI themselves OWS ot celibacy that they

unable keep had far betterJ thereby honoring their created
nature and corralling their sinful eed Christians remaın male and temale
like other people an ave the S\dIllC innate desire reproduce their kind
Despite the SIN that intects the longing of male and ftemale fOr OILC another,
1t remaı1ıns 1n Go0d’s CYCS go0od part of the cCreation.

The 1e W of marrı1age the antidote SIN predominates 1n the early
years.° ()ver tiıme, however, Luther also speaks of marrıage divine
calling. It 1Ss longer chiefly about hat marrıageJ 1t 15 about
what 1t allows happen 1n of obedience God an SErVICE the
neighbor. Despite Luther’s praıise of the celibate 1n the
monastıc OIlle ultimately dWdY with the impression that the
tanglements an challenges of arrıed lite the discipleship that
15 IMOSLT pleasing God Luther emphasizes the holiness ot the arrıed
estate,’ hbut he 1NS1ISts that 1t 15 C1v1l ordinance established part 9)ı

the sanctıty of procreatıon mirrored Yrotestant DOS1t10NS 1n INallYy What 15 ot.
ensive Luther 1S the hypocrisy of honoring marrıage ıle relegating 1t STAaLUus
tar interior that Jı mMmoOoNaAastıIC celibacy.

s L A44, 264 S, 555, 12-17/.
thoug. the remedial and detensive coloration of this initial V1ICW Was be comple-
mented atter 1523 bDy LLOTC posıtıve emphasis, 1t 15 ımportan nNOtfe that 1t enjoyed
virtually exclusive SLTrESS tOr SOILC S1X after the DOSt1ing of the Theses, and VCI

thereafter continued remaın promınent In Luther’s 1eW fOr the rest of his life«; La
zareth: Luther the Christian home, 08

Luther allows all human OCCUDat1oNs and INnsSt1tuti1oOns relative INY In the
realm of creat1on, and veLr maılıntaıns that {1N, with, and under: them the living Word of
CG0d 15 AaL wOrk transforming them 1INto divine VOCatıons tor al| wh have theal SCC«
In this INaNLiCL, the realms of redemption and creatiıon AdIC neither separated 11LOT equated,
but permitted remaın In TU1tIUVU. tensıonN until the Day of Judgment«; Lazareth:;: Luther

the Christian home, 161
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G0d’s rule of creation.® Marrıage and attendant betrothals, di
should be handled exclusively Dy the temporal authorities. Luther

rejeCts the church/’s teaching that marrlage 15 SACrament and EeENOUNCES
illegitimate and abusive 1ts involvement 1n the regulation of marıtal

atters The only DIODCI eNgaAgSEMEN the church’s part 1Ss5 with 1SSuUes
ot CONSCIENCE, and then DastOrs (‚All only advise troubled souls embroile
1n mariıtal conflicts, NOT legislate.

FOTr Luther the vocatıon of usband wife 15 inseparable from that of
paren(t, an ultimately he holds the latter be the LILLOTIC ımportant. He
speaks often of the word of God that 15 joined marrıage an 15 the OTIlC

thing that distinguishes ıt trom fornication, fOr the LWO lo0k the SdI1lle In
their externals®? He appeals several ditferent biblical ))It 15 NOT

g0o0d that the 1114l should be alone; 111 make him helper Ht fOr him«;*!°
„Therefore I111all leaves his father and his mother an cleaves his wilfe, and
they become OIlC flesh«;!!»What therefore God has joined together, let OIlLlC

PUut asunder«;!? but IMNOST often he makes reference God’s command the
1114  » and AL creation, ))BC TU1LIuU and multiply«.3 There 15 tOr Luther

greater blessing than the 1r of chNıladren 1Nto family and weightier
responsibility for usband and wifte than becoming effective parents He CVCIM

links their eternal salvation their diligence ın this vocatıon.!4 The parent-

In monastıcısm: » FOT though marriage| 15 worldly estate, yet does 1t have
od’s word ın 1ts favor and WAasSs NOF invented instituted DYy INCLIL, W as the estate of
the monks and 11U11S5 Therefore, 1t should be accounted hundred t1mes LLLOIC spiritual
than the monastıc CSTALE, 1C. 1n truth should be considered the InNOStTt worldly and
tleshly of all, because 1t W as invented and instituted Dy fesh aM 00 OUuUt of worldly
1C4S0O11S and considerationsS«; S3I 1172 3 111, /5, 15-2L1

53, -30
Gn 2, All C1tat10ons ALC trom the »New Oxftford annotated Rev standard VersSiO0N«.
(+N 2,2

ı2 Mt 19,6
13CGn 1,256
L „LChink what deadly harm yOUu do when yOUu AI negligent and :a1l bring yOUr chil

ren be usetul and Z0 You bring UDOLL yourself SIN and wrath, thus earnıng hell Dy
the WaY yOUu have reared yYyOUL () W children, atter hOow holy and upright YOU ILLAaVY
be otherwise. Because this comMmMmMaANdment 15 neglected, God Iso terribly punishes the
WOT.i IHE BOOK ONCORD: the contessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church/
ed DYy Robert Kolb; Timothy Wengert 2000, 410, 1761 15 /,
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child relationship 15 also (OLLC f love Yet this 15 atfection that IMNUSLT
instill fear and obedience be appropriately loving, fOr 1ts DUIDOSC
155 produce responsible C1t1zens aınal disciples.

his will] discuss Luther’s prımary wTtngs marital atters
1n chronological order. It 111 then 1001< 218 divorce an S(dILIC aSPECTS of the
parent-child relationship an conclude ith exploration of Luther’s
portrayal of the patriarchs and matriarchs dS married couples.

The Early YtINgS
In his >)A SCII1L1LOIN the estTAate of marrıage, I519 C Luther begins by emphasizing
the unıque NAature of marrıage which God Srants only human beings and
NOTt ALLYVy of the other anımals. The importance God of this relationship 15
evident 1n the CAaTC God takes 1ın creating Eve fOor dam Aa g1VINg her hım
Luther then distinguishes IL three kinds of love talse love, natural love,
and arrıed love False love 1Ss self-serving and SCS the esired object satisfy
its OW appetites, things such 45 I1  J SCX prestige. In reality false love 15
greed and COVELOUSNESS posing love Natural love 15 that which binds
parents, siblings, riends an family members. The third form, married love,
15 (JT should be the and purest of all loves, wrIıtes Luther. It LrUmMpPS
the claims of natural love, SINCE husband aM wite leave tather and mother
be joined (OILIC another and Create LICW family.

„But VCI and above al these 15 married love, that 1S, bride’s love, 1C. glows
1i1ke Hre and desires nothing but the husband She SdYS, ‚It 15 YOU Want, NnOTt what
15 u  J wWAant neither YOUL S1ilver LLOT yOUL gold; WAant neither. Want only yOou
wWwant yYOU ın YyOUL entirety, NOL Aat all All other kinds of love seek something other
than the OVEe! OILLC this lkkind only have the eloved’s ()W. self completely.« 15

Luther then qualifies this nuptial rapture iıth the observation
that S1INCEe the tall such love 15 longer DUIC It has een corrupted by the

of talse love, that 1S, the drive uSsSCc the other the
satisfying Ne’s  / OW. desires. Such love 15 about the selft, NOT the eloved
Luther then concludes that marrl1age 110 Call be little [L1LOTIC than PIO-
phylactic Casurfrc agalınst lust.1®
I 44, 2, 167, 29-34
16 „There{fore, the married 15 110 longer PUIC and tree trom SIN The temptatıon
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At this point he StT1 considers marrıage hbe SaAcramen Because 1t
signifies the sacred reality of Christ’s un1ıon ıth the church, arrıed
1128a  e should perform his conjugal duty, the ACT of making ONC, without
fear of the wicked ust of the flesh that inevitably fflicts him 1n this MOST
intımate of AaCTS The taınt of ust 15 also counteracted Dy the of
ndelity that CONst1ıtutes marr1age.*/ Because the couple within the
limits of their committed relationship, CGod defends them trom the SIN of
illicit desire. Moreover, within these conAines husband and wite AdIC allowed

g1ve relatively free rein their sexual lives.
»In this WaY God SCCS 1t that the flesh 15 ubdued NOLT LASC wherever

an however 1t pleases, and, within this plighte: troth, permıits VCIN 1L1LO1E OCCasıon
than 15 1NECECSdI y tOr the begetting of chıldren But, of COUISC, INa  e} has contro|l
imself and OL make SOW’S STY of his marriage.«1°
The 1r WaYyY 1n which marrıage undermines the damning of

lust 15 Dy producing children. HOwever, Luther 1NS1Sts, bırth withıin the
bonds of MatrımonYy 15 only the beginning. ven heathens produce offspring,
Christians IM UuST ra1lse their cNıladren ıte ot godliness. Maiıntainıiıng the

of marrıage becomes almost secondary COINCETIN

The following VCalL, 1520O, 1n „L'he Babylonian Captıvıty of the church«,
Luther rejJeCts the sacramental STATLUS of marr1age. He dISUCS that LLLAaT-

rage 0e€es NOL 1ımpart Savıng and has divinely instituted S12N,
although 1t 1S divine iInst1itution. S1ince marrıage has existed from the
beginning of the world an 15 ftound AAl peoples, NOT Just Chris
t1ans, there 15 LCASOIN regard 1t SACramen of the Gospel under
the SUOVECINALLICC of the church Luther then catalogues at length
hat he judges be the church’s abusive policies 1n the regulation of

of the flesh has become STTONg and CONSUmMI1N£g that marrıage I11LAY be 1kene
hospital or incurables 1C Inmates trom alling 1nto SIavVCI SIN «; 44'/

2'l 168, 1-
„Second, the doctors Say| that marrıage 15 of ndelity. The ole basis and
CSSCIICE of marrıage 15 that ach g1ves 11 se herself the other, and they promı1se

remaın aithful ach other and NOTt g1ve themselves AIlYy other By inding them-
selves each other, and surrendering themselves ach other, the WaYy 15 barred the
body of AaILyOLLC else, and they CONLENT themselves 1n the marrl1age bed with their O11!  MD

COMPaN10N «; 44, LO f 2, 1685, 35 169,
IS 44, 2'I 169, 3-
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marrlage.”” The treat1ıse concludes ith discussion of specific marital!
sS1tuat1ons tOr example, what should ımpotent man’‘s wite do, if che

children? and of divorce ?° In the following Luther devoted
increasıng ot attentıiıon such of marital difficulty

IT Rejection Of Monastıcısm

Luther’s „»Lhe judgment monastıc VOWS, Iy2L« 15 unconditional
denuncılation of the monastıc practice of his day and 1n Darticular of the
required VO of celibacy. He dISUCS that there 15 biblical arrant fOr
the iımpos1ıtion of this discipline. Jesus only discusses 1t with reference
eunuchs; he neither INv1tes LL1LOT calls his hearers take 1t The SdI1C,
wrıtes Luther, 15 Lrue of Paul 2!

He 1INSs1Sts 1L1ICC agaın that Lrue celibacy 15 divine gift, NOT human
accomplishment. 19 demand 1t 15 torm of worlks righteousness and
violation of Christian reedom .?? Most monastıcs ave tormented COIl-

L »AmMmOong ndless other moOonNnstrosıt1ies, 1C. Ad1IC supposed 1INStruc the CONn{iesSsOrs,
whereas they IN OSLT mischievously contuse them, there ATe enumerated iın this 001 eight-
CC  . impediments marrıage. N yYOU ll examıne these with the Just an unprejudiced
CYC of al yOU will SCC that they belong those things 1C. the Apostle Oreto
‚There be those that gıve heed the SP1r1tS of demons, speaking lies In hypocrisy,
forbidding INaIrYy« 11ım 4:1-3). What 15 forbidding INAaILY« if ıt 15 NOL this iInvent
al] those hindrances and set those SNaics, 1n order PDrevent people trom marryıng, O J
i{ they ATC married, annul their marrıage: «; 36, 96{ 6, 553, 20 554,

the ONtLENT Of Luther’s early marital counsel, whatever the mot1ivatıon and the CITrCUM-
StaANCES, 15 nalve al best and Negal AL WOTSLt«; Lazareth: Luther the Christian home, 189
»»>But Virginıty and celibacy 15 counsel:, they say|. Clearly Christ did NnOt counsel ıt  J but
rather discouraged ıt It Was only when eunuchs had een mentioned that he reterred
1t and praised 1t Dy Sayıng, ‚He who 15 able recelve this PreCEDL, let him reCcelve 1t«
L 12 | And agaın, ‚Not all :  —m recelive this DIE 1 188 Are these NOL the words
f SUILLCOILC who prefers advise agaınst VIrgIN1Lty an celibacy and discourage their
plication? He neither invıtes dI1VYOLLC take celibacy, 191034 Ca 11L1CIIN 1t He S1MpLy
refters ıt Paul, however, SayS ‚{ Zz1ve this counsel I 1 7, 25], but he does NOLT invıte
dI1yYOLLC take celibacy either; rather, he discourages them and deters them when he
SdYyS, ‚But ach has his ( W. special gift ftrom God: I 7, 7) Paul neither persuades 1910)4

dissuades; he leaves the atter ODECI1L«; 44, Ö, 553,
„The vırgın WOUuU then think like this, Although COUy! CONLENT remaın
unmarried, NOt because ıt 15 commanded, NOT because ıt 15 advised, NOTt because 1t 1s
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SCLIENCES because they ave vowed do that which they CannOot They
AdIC denied the PIODCI outlet fOr their sexua|l NnNature 1n marrlage, and
5 AISUCS Luther, they inevitably all iınto rampant ust and hypocrisy.
Moreover, their celibacy SCIVCS5 (OLLIC but themselves; 1t has nothing
do ıth the worship of the Lord (T the love of the neighbor. Indeed, 1t
CXCUSCS them trom the VCLY worlks of Christ has enjoined uUuDON
all believers.

Luther concludes ;L he Judgmentsciences because they have vowed to do that which they cannot. They  are denied the proper outlet for their sexual nature in marriage, and  so, argues Luther, they inevitably fall into rampant lust and hypocrisy.  Moreover, their celibacy serves no one but themselves; it has nothing to  do with the worship of the Lord or the love of the neighbor. Indeed, it  excuses them from the very works of mercy Christ has enjoined upon  all believers.  Luther concludes »The Judgment ...« with some comments on marriage.  He acknowledges that the married person, because of care for the family  and involvement in worldly matters, has less time to tend to the Word of  God than does the true celibate. Commenting on Isaiah 56, 4f.® Luther  acknowledges that virginity and chastity are greater works and greater  gifts than marriage. We know too, he writes, that in our Father’s house are  many mansions and that one star differs from another in brightness. »But  in relation to the true God and the eunuchs there is no name other than  the one we all enjoy, and that name is Christ.«?4 Marriage does not come  across here as a way of life with the potential for joy. It is not for the faint  of heart, but its hardships are far preferable to the tormented conscience of  the person unable to keep a vow of chastity. Besides, connubial endurance  has biblical precedent.  »We do not advocate marriage as an easy way out, nor do we hold out any prom-  ises that it will be such. We want it to be permitted, to be a matter of option, so  that the man who is able may be continent for as long as he wants. We want the  conscience to be free from offense, not from marriage. How much happier a state  of affairs it is to tolerate a marriage irksome twice over than to be tortured by the  constant pangs of conscience! This kind of trouble has been laid on us by God, and  all the holy patriarchs have borne it.«?$  greater and more sacrificial than all other virtues, but because this seems to me to be  the right way to live, just as marriage or farming may seem right to somebody else. I  do not want the responsibilities of married life, I want to be free of responsibilities and  have time for God.««; LW 44, 307 = WA 8, 611, 37 - 612, 2.  23 For thus says the Lord: »To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things  that please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in my house and within my walls  a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting  name which shall not be cut off.«  24 LW 44, 375 + WA 8, 653, 16f£.  25 LW 44, 395 + WA 8, 665, 27-32.  165ıth SOLILIC marrı1age.
He acknowledges that the married DCISOUILL, because of CAaTrc fOr the family
and involvement 1 worldly Matters, has less t1ime tend the Word of
God than 0O€es the Ltrue celibate. Commenting Isailah 56, 4123 Luther
acknowledges that V1Irginıty an chastity ATC greater works and greater
gifts than marrıage. We Iknow LOO, he writes, that 1n ()UT Father’s house AdIC

ILLaLlYy MAansıo0ons an that (OI1IC STAr diftffers from another In brightness. „But
INn relation the Lrue God an the eunuchs there 15 Aalllec other than
the ONC all eNJOY, and that di1llCc 15 Christ. «24 Marrıage o0es NOtTt (COLILLC

ACTIOSS5 ere AS WadY Of ıte ıth the potential for JOYy It 15 NOLT fOr the taiınt
of heart, but 1ts hardships ATC far preferable the tormented CONSCIENCE of
the PCISONM unable keep VOW of chastity. Besides, connubial endurance
has 1D11Ca precedent.

„VWe do NOLT advocate marrıage CdSY WaY OUC, 1L1OT do hold OuUtL AILYy PIOLLL-
1sSes that 1t will be such We wWant ıt be permitted, be IM atter of Optlon,
that the {112  . who 15 able INaYy be continent ftOr long he We want the
CONSCIENCE be tree from offense, NOLT trom marrage. HOwW much happier
of ffairs 1t 15 tolerate marrlage irksome twıce VCI than he tortured Dy the

of consc1ience! 'his <1IN: of rouble has been a1d by God, and
al the holy patriarchs have borne 1t.c«25

greater and LLLOTC sacrıhicial than ll other vırtues, but because this be
the right WaY live, Just marrıage farming IL11LAY SCCIIH right somebody Ise
do NOLT wWant the responsibilities of marriıed life, wWwWant be free of responsibilities and
have t1me fOr GOod.««; 44, 30 / Ö, 6II, 3/ 6I12,

23 FOT thus Sdyd the Lord »10 the eunuchs who keep aths, who cho0ose the things
that please and hold fast V|  J will g1ve In house and withıin Wa

and LAaIne better than SOI1S and daughters; will g1Vve them everlasting
LLAaIiIllec 1C. NOLT be CUuUL Off.«

24 LW 4'4! 3/5 S, 653, L6
25 44! 305 8/ 665, 27-
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In this treatıse Luther O0e€es NOT celebrate married ıte It 15 marked
by the of Christ, but the light of 1tSs 1S less radiant than that
of the truly celibate, the eunuchs fOor the kingdom of heaven. Over tiıme,
however, Luther LL1LOIC and INOTC SCC 1n the ife of the family
within the COMMUNILTY of neighbors NOLT of potential distraction
from the Word of God but the prımary setting tOr experlienCc1ing and T-

ıng the Gospel.
In ‚An exhortation the knights ot the leutonıc Order that they lay

asıde false chastity and ASSUL1ILC the Lrue chastity of wedlock, 1523(( Luther
appeals the knights abandon their OWS without elay and get I1L11LAaT7-
ried He makes his (dSC usıng (1 2,156 „»God 5SdYyS, ‚It 15 will that yOU
ave helper an NOL be alone; this good Man replies, ‚Not
]  J yYOU ATC mistaken; VO yOUu do without helper; be alone

good Mecc«?  6 Vows of celibacy {ly 1n the face ot this divine word
an CannOt be binding. Here the 1SSuUe 15 NOLT >INaIT rather than violate
yOUL CONSCIENCE ıth VO of chastity yOU Can’t keep«, but »ave
right malke such VO 1n the Hrst place when 1t 15 (10d’s intent for VOU

marry«.*/ Luther emphasizes 1L11ICC agaın the ardship that arriıed ife
entails: » FOT ıIn the sight of God 1t 15 PreC10us and noO good worlk
bring CAN1ıiAaAren and traın them, rule YOUrFr wite an 1n godly
ILLAaNlllCL, SUPPOIT yoursel{f Dy the of yOUTr faCe, and endure much
misfortune an unhappiness al the hands of yOUL wife, children,J
an others «25 Married ıfe 15 the real spiritual discipline, whereas the
nastıc lite, by avoiding such challenges, 15 pretending greater suffering
while 1n reality taking far easlier

76 45, 145 L 234, 22-25
2 / » FOTr this 1C4SOll God has one marrıage the honor of putting 1t INnto the Fourth Com

mandment, immediately after the honor due himself, where he Commands, ‚;»HONOr
YOUL tather and yOUL mother: Ex 2 ı2} Just l00k'! Show honor In heaven
earth, ftrom the honor of God, that Call equal this honor! Neither the temporal 1910)8

the spiritual esStTAate has een highly honored And 1{ C0d had old nothing
about married ıfe than this Fourth Commandment, should St1 have earned sutfi
ciently trom 1t alone that ıIn the sight of God there 15 higher 0)  Ce, Cstate, condition,

work next the gospel, 1C God himself) than the estate of marrı1age«;
45, 154 8 24L, 10O-17/.

758 4, Is31 L  F 241, 3-6
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IIT „T’he Estate of Marr1age« 1522

T'he 1522 treatıse „The estate of marr1age« I1 ith Statemen of reluc-
Luther’s part geL urther involved with the subject of marrlage.

He tears that there 111 be en the work of straightening Out the
contusion and damage caused by pDapal law an DYy the ailure of the secular
authority tfulfill 1ts responsibilities. Luther objects that arbitrary restr1Cc-
t10NS imposed by the church that make 1t difficult for couples ATC

illegitimate and abusive ?9 Muoreover, following the letter of CVCIl sound Civil
1aw 1n marital atters ILLAY be inadequate fOor the accomplishment of (10d’s
111 and the spiritual health of the believer. In such of CINCISCILC LU
ther feels compelled speak Out behalt ot TOUDIeE CONSCIENCES CaugAt
ın contfliet. It 15 ere that the created Order of marrıage Spills VCI 1Nto the
realm of law an Gospel, where the of the CONSCIENCE betore enl 15
of PAaramount concern .

29 Luther discusses AT length eighteen impediments 1C. WCIC recognized grounds for
preventing dissolving marrıage. These nclude 1SSUEeS of CONSaANZgUNLNTY, relationship
hrough marrlıage, ımpotence, pr10r betrothal, COEeICILON, eiICcC the eighteen Luther LCC-

OgN1ZES only the fourteenth, »„»unfÄitness ftOr marrı1age« ımpotence VvValı ground
tOr ending marrıage. Otherwise these restrictlions repreESCNHNL tOr him illegitimate
interterence with the reedom of Christian. He concludes: „ 1{t 15 dirty rotten business
that bishop should torbid witfe specify the times when IL1LAY Y, that
1! and dum b CISONMN should NOL be Ilowed Into wediock So much then fOor
th1is toolishness v 45, LL 287, S-II
Luther’s advice Concerning ımpotence gıven In „Lhe Babylonian CaptıvıtyIII »The Estate of Marriage« 1522  The ı1522 treatise »The estate of marriage« opens with a statement of reluc-  tance on Luther’s part to get further involved with the subject of marriage.  He fears that there will be no end to the work of straightening out the  confusion and damage caused by papal law and by the failure of the secular  authority to fulfill its responsibilities. Luther objects that arbitrary restric-  tions imposed by the church that make it difficult for couples to marry are  illegitimate and abusive.?? Moreover, following the letter of even sound civil  law in marital matters may be inadequate for the accomplishment of God’s  will and the spiritual health of the believer. In such cases of emergency Lu-  ther feels compelled to speak out on behalf of troubled consciences caught  in conflict. It is here that the created order of marriage spills over into the  realm of law and Gospel, where the peace of the conscience before God is  of paramount concern}°  29 Luther discusses at length eighteen impediments which were recognized as grounds for  preventing or dissolving a marriage. These include issues of consanguinity, relationship  through marriage, impotence, prior betrothal, coercion, etc. Of the eighteen Luther rec-  ognizes only the fourteenth, »unfitness for marriage« — impotence — as a valid ground  for ending a marriage. Otherwise these restrictions represent for him an illegitimate  interference with the freedom of a Christian. He concludes: »It is a dirty rotten business  that a bishop should forbid me a wife or specify the times when I may marry, or that a  blind and dumb person should not be allowed to enter into wedlock. So much then for  this foolishness [...]«; LW 45, 30 £ WA 10 II, 287, 8-1ı1.  30 Luther’s advice concerning impotence given in »The Babylonian captivity ...« is reiter-  ated here: »What I said was this: if a woman who is fit for marriage has a husband who  is not, and she is unable openly to take unto herself another - and unwilling, too, to do  anything dishonorable —- since the pope in such a case demands without cause abundant  testimony and evidence, she should say to her husband, »Look, my dear husband, you are  unable to fulfill your conjugal duty toward me; you have cheated me out of my maiden-  hood and even imperiled my honor and my soul’s salvation; in the sight of God there  is no real marriage between us. Grant me the privilege of contracting a secret marriage  with your brother or closest relative, and you retain the title of husband so that your  property will not fall to strangers. Consent to being betrayed voluntarily by me, as you  have betrayed me without my consent.  I stated further that the husband is obligated to consent to such an arrangement and  thus to provide for her the conjugal duty and children, and that if he refuses to do so  she should flee from him to some other country and there contract a marriage. I gave  16715 reıiter-
ated here „What sa1d W ds>s this if who 15 Ht tOr marrıage has husband who
15 NOT, and che 15 unable openly take uUunftio herself another and unwilling, LOO, do
anything dishonorable SINCE the DODC ın such dsSCc emands without abundant
test1monYy and evidence, she should Sd y her husband, ‚.Look, ear husband, yOUu Ad1IC

unable fulfill yOUL conjugal duty toward 111 yOUu have heated OL of maijiden-
hood and VCI) imperiled hOonor and soul’s salvation; 1n the sight of God there
15 real marrıage between TYan 1L11C the privilege of Contracting SCCIELT marrıage
wiıith yUOUur rother closest relative, and yYOUu retaın the title of husband that yOUL

will NOLT :al] Strangers. (’onsent being betrayed voluntarily by I yOUu
have betrayed without CONSENEL.:

stated urther that the usband 15 obligated CONSECENT such rrangemen and
thus provide tor her the conjugal duty and children, and that if he refuses do
she should tlee trom hiım S(OTIIC other COUNILY and there marrı1age. SdVC

167



1le upholding the principle of Christian freedom, that DECISOULL ILLAY
nNOCT, depending his her abilities and inclinations, Luther

0€eSs 1NsS1st certaın natural neCESSItY that drives the human being
m ate > Be fruitful an multiply«, he wrıtes, 15 I11UOIC than command; 1t 15

divine ordinance which ıt 15 NOLT OULI prerogatıve hinder 1gnore. He
1t such natural instinctual ACTS sleeping and waking, eating

aın drinking, and the emptyıng of ladder and bowels. God 0e€eSs NOot CO111-

mand people be 1111A11l 0)4 but Creates them OINLC the other
Neither 0O0€es God command human beings multiply but Creates them
that they AdIC driven do Vows of celibacy AdIiIC aın attempt CVCISC

the tide and dishonoring of G 0d’s created order. „And wherever LLLECINL LLYy
res1ist this, ıt remaıns iırresistible nonetheless and SOCS 1ts WdY through

fornication, adultery, and SECECrIEeTt S1NS, for this 15 mMmMatter of Nature and NOT
of cho1ice.«31 You either honor the nNature G0od has gıven yOUu yOUu egrade
it by tryıng become hat yVYOU WeTIC NOLT be There 15 fOr Luther
nothing admıirable mer1tor10us 1n such aın struggle.

In the second part of „»Lhe esStAate of marr1age« Luther discusses divorce,
which 111 be taken below The Hinal sect1on of the treatıse 1S devoted

the top1C of how live Christian an godly lLite 1n marrıage.
Luther 15 realist. He DO1NtSs Out that recogni1ıze marrıage AS holy

estTatLe 15 something quıte ditterent from merely being arriıed. Family
ıte 15 inevitably fIraught with conflict an u11 of drudgery and ardship
Without the CYVCS of VOCatıon that 15 al] OTLIC 111 SC  D The DCISOULL wh lkknows
herselftf called this SDOUSC and this home, however, will be strengthened
by the 4ASSUTAallce that all that che 0€es and al that che sutters 15 pleas-
ıng G0od Muoreover, che ill ind 1n her marrıage delight, love and JOY
without en The devil has vested interest 1n defaming marriage, and

LL1LE  z} and IMUSt be their guard lest they be lured 1nto eni-
this advıice AL time when WAas stil11 timid HOweVver, should like 110 g1ve sounder
advice 17 the matter, and take Hrmer gr1p the wool of 1114A1l who thus makes 001
of his witfe The SA\diIllC principle WOUL apply if the C1IrCumMstances WCIC reversed, 0Ug
this happens less frequently ın the dSsSCc of W1VEeS than of usSsDands { It 111 NOT do
ead Ne’s  7, ellow-man around by the LLOSC wantonly ıIn InNatters of such 1mMDport
involving his body, g00ds, honor, and salvation«; 4, 70# ‚(emphasis added)

1L, 278, 2/9,
31 45, IS I1  J 276, 20-31
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grating OM another and rejecting the call the marital estate?* Luther
g1VveSs particular emphasis the generatıon of children which results from
the relationship of husband and wifte, Comparıng 1t the sterility, both
physical an spiritual, that he Hinds 1n monastıc lite He 41sSO acknowledges
the rich satistactiıons that COILLC Out of the relation of husband an wife,
1n addıtion the fulHllment of chared child-rearing.

„Observe that thus tar have old yOUu nothing of the PESTALE of marrı1age CXCEDL
that 1C. the WOT. an LCASOUOINL In theıir blindness hrink trom and AL

INCAaLl, unhappy, troublesome mode of ite We have SCCI1 how all these shortcomings
1n tact COmprI1se nO virtues and true elight if 0)81  (D but looks AL God’s word and
will, and hereby reCOogNn1zes 1ts Lrue ature will NOt ment1ıon the other advantages
and elig implicit 1ın marrıage that S5UCS ell that usband and wite herish
OIl  (D another, become UI1LC, 0)al  (D another, and other attendant blessings 2

Luther malkes clear that CVCI) within marrıage copulation 15 NOL ıth-
Out SIN Yet, he wrıtes, God CXCUSCS 1t Dy his because the eEsStTAtLe
Jı marrıage 15 his WOLKk, and he DICSCIVCS 1n and through the SIN al] that
700d which he has implanted and lessed 1n marr1age.«* The VCLY SAadlilllc

ACT outside of WEedIOCK has such and, CVCOCIL when 1t leads
reproduction, 15 Corrupting and wholly shameftul. Fornicatıon, he wrıtes,

3 „What WOUuU speak INOSLT of 15 the fact that the estate of marrıage has universally tallen
Nto such aWIU. disrepute. There dIC ILLallYy books 1C. of nothing hut the
depravity of womanlklzıind and the unhappiness of the estate of marrı1age, such that SOINC

have hought that VCI)l if Wisdom itself WOEIC OIlLC should NOLTt Vy imagıne
that if WeIC wrıte books they WOU. SdaYy exactly the Sallıc thing about IL1CIL What
they have tajled SET OWN In wr1ting, hnowever, they CXDICS with their grumbling and
complaining whenever they geL together«; 4, 36 IL, 202, 22-26; 2093, 10-13

„In Oorder that II1LAY NOLT proceed lindly, but rather conduct ourselves 1n Chris-
t1an INaNnNCT, hold fast Hrst oft all this, that [11all and dIC the work of God Keep

tight rein yOUuL heart and VOUI lips; do NOT CY1t1ICIZe his WOTIKk, call that vıl 1C.
he himself has called z00d. He knows better than yYyOU yoursel{f what 15 g00d and YOUL
benent, he SaVyS In eNes1ISs 2;18] ‚ It 15 NOL g00d that the 1114  - should he alone; will
malke him helper Ht tOr 11N.c There yOU SCC that he Ca the g00d, helper It
yOUu deem 1f otherwise, 1t 15 certainly yOUL ( W ault, yOou neither understand LLOT elieve
od’s word and work. DEE, with this Statement of God OIlle the mouths of al] those
who CY1t1C1Zze and GCEI1LSUTC marr1age«; 4Sl 3/ 1L, 2.03, .6 204,

33 45, 4A21 1L, 299, L-S
4, 4U IL, 304, YU-12
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destroys NOLT only the Ssoul but also the body, DPrODEeTILY, honor and family>®
The un1on of 1114A11 an outside Of marr1ıage 15 IL1O1IC legitimate

the divine imperatıve ))B€ TU1CIU and multiply« than the
nastıc withdrawal from the world of sexual relationship. Both represent
sintful self-assertion VCI agalınst the ıll of God

» [ Cotrinthians 7« Sexual Relations 1523

SCX outside of marrıage 1S tOor Luther irredeemabily inful, but SC within
marrıage 15 obligatory. It 15 the obedient God’s command and

z0o0d work behalt of ONe’s closest neighbor, Nne’s  / SDUOUSC. As
SCC, the inability ()T unwillingness fulAill Nne’s  / conjugal duty 15 grounds
fOr divorce. In his OMMEeNtTaAr Corinthians 1523} Luther discusses the
sexual COoOMMItmMent of married couples with reterence VCE1ISCS5 I_

» NOW ConNcern1ıng the Inatters about 1C. YOU WT' it 15 well tOr 1124  = NOLT
touch But because of the temptatıion immorality, ach 119  . should

have his OQOW. wite aM ach her ( W. husband The husband should g1ve
his wite her conjugal rights, 4N likewise the wite her husband FOr the wite does
NOT rule VCI her O0W DOody, but the husband does; likewise the husband 0€eSs NOLT
rule VCLI hıs ( W body, but the wite does. |DIS NOLT refuse OINe another CXCEDL perhaps
Dy agreemen tOTr SCaSOl, that yOUu I1LaYy devote yourselves DPIayCL; but then OINC

together agaln, lest atan m yOou hrough aCK of selt-control 5SdYy this by WAdYy
Jı CONCESS1ION, NOLT of command. wish that all WOCIC myself But ach has
his OW special gift trom God, 0)al  M of 0)]81  M eal and 0)81  CD of another «36

Marrıage 15 embraced by the lLaw of love, which requilres DPCISOULL
Dut the neighbor’s eed before his/her OW desire. Consequently, the

surrender their bodies each other. When lust assaults OMNC

partner, the other 1s m1ınıster him/her, and the cCcComm1ıtment

35 » FOTr SCC how licentious and wicked ıte NOt only brings disgrace but 15 a1sSO
spen  rift life, INOre costly than wedlock, aM that llicit necessarily OCCasıon
greater suffering tOor 0)]81  e another than do married Beyond that it the body,

flesh an [o70] nature, an physical constitution Through such varıety of vil
UOLMSCUYUCIIEC God takes rigid pOos1it1on, though he WOU actually drive people AWAdY
trom tornicatıon and 1NtO marrı1age. HOWEeVEer, few AdIC hereby cConvinced converted«;

45, 4A3 f 1L, 299, 21-2/.
36 From Luther quoted 25, Y-15 L U5, 6-19, [)as Kapite]l den Korinthern.
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otter oneself Nne’s  / SPDOUSC 15 indissoluble. The boundaries ATC clearly
drawn; yYyOU CannOt g1ve yoursel{f another, yYyOUL body 15 lJonger

g1ve.>?/ » FOT the wite 0e€es NOLT rule VCTI her OW body, but the
husband does; likewise the husband 0es NOLT rule VCI his OW body,
but the wite does.«35

Luther 15 of the Op1IN10N that Christlans chould discipline themselves
and conduct their sexua|l lives ıth moderatlion. However, he 1s adamant
that rules should be imposed sexual aCt1VItY, limiting the t1imes
an conditions 1n which INntercourse 15 permissible. C1ting the Sayıng
„Whoever 15 LOO passıonate ın love-making COMMLtS adultery agaınst his
O W wife «9 Luther rejecCts the idea impossible.*° SX within marr1age,

St Paul wrıtes, 15 gıven defense agaınst lust an unchastity. Un
der CIrCUumMsStanCes should 1t be restricted, and the couple thereby eft
vulnerable temptatıon. Moreover, such interference 15 violation of
CGod’s ll HOow, asks Luther, CAd  = allyOILLC torbid ACCCSS5 tO the body
which God has ecreed should be g1ven me“ St Paul stipulates that
ONLY by COINLIMLNLOIN agreemen I1aY the 1n marrıage abstain trom
sexual relations 1n order devote themselves PIayCL Luther
that their sexual relationship takes PrOTKLEY. Both partıes IMNMUSLT d  J
and DIayCI an fasting IMuUust yie conjugal demand rather than either
SDOUSC withholding himself/hersel{f from the other’s eed Luther (COll-

cludes, » NOW DIayCL 15 IN OST PreC10us good work, but 1t ImMuUust g1ve WdYy
what ase thing The law of l0ove, by which they AdIC bound,

brings thıs about.«4
3/ From this SCC how adultery 15 the obbery and earth FOr 1t g1Vves

AaWAY living body, 1IC elongs another, and Iso takes living Dody, that 15 NOT
free tor the taking«; L 1L, 21-24 28, 13

35 25, 13 L 95, 11-13
30 „»>»Wer hitzig 1St Yı der iebe, der 1St SCYILCIN weybe CYIL ehebrecher: ber

CyIl eyde hatts geredt, darumb acht ich SCYIl nicht, und Sd5C, SCY nıcht Warl«; L
LOL, } 102, 25, 13
Luther adds interesting exception this » 6,S Iannn reylic. nıemant SCYNEINMN
weybe CYIl ehebrecher werden, wolt S1e denn nicht 11r SCYI1 weyb hallten, der nicht
als SCYIL weyb berüren«; L 102, 1-3 25, 13 It WOU. ADDCALl that if the husband
In1ıstreats his wite sexually, then he has committed SIN the Order of adultery, usıng
her body rather than reCe1Ving 1t withıin the of their mutual self-giving.

4A1 28, L 103, 6-9
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T'he YEINES of 1529

„»Lhe order of marrlıage fOr COLILLILNLONN PaStOTS«, dating trom 1529, SdyS nothing
of the potential JOYyS ot the mariıtal relationship but CONCENTrFrAaLES instead

1ts dithculties aın dangers.
» FOT whoever desires PIayCL and blessing trom the pastor bishop indicates

hereby VCIl 1f he 0es NOLTL CADICSS 1t 1n IL1LaLlLYy words 1Nnto what peril and need
he eNters and how greatly he stands 1n need of the blessing of God and COINLI11LOIN

DIaAayCI tOr the esSTtTAate 1C. he eNters FOr day SCC marrıages roken by the
devil hrough adultery, unfaithfulness, discord, and al] I1L11allller of

Luther g1VEeSs (n 2, L5 21-24 the Hrst reading after the couple enters
the church; this 1S the word that estaAablıshes marrıage divine ordinance.
hen ollows reading from Ephesians setting forth the duties of husband
an wife 43 The 1r reading speaks of the 1C God has a1d uUDOLL
marrl1age.** The last reading otfers comtort the couple, reıteratıng the YSt
reading 1n the afiırmation of Go0d’s blessing their unıon 6 The closing
PIayCl, however, haclk the 1SSuUe of marrlage’s vulnerability the
machinations of the devil and the assaults of human sinfulness.

„() God, who hast created I11A11 and and hast ordained them fOr the
married CStALE, has lessed them also with fruits of the wom.b, and hast ypified
therein the sacramental unıon of thy dear S5on, the Lord EeSuSs Christ, and the church,
his T1 We beseech thy groundless goodness and V that thou wouldst NOLT

permıit this thy cCreatıon, ordinance, and blessing be disturbed destroyed, but
graciously the SaIlE; hrough EeSuUS Christ (QUT Lord Amen «4°

The Servıce 15 marked by somber tONe which, rather than celebrating
the present love of the couple, OCUSES the daunting challenges of married
ite between sinful individuals 1n tallen world The couple's exchange of

42 5 3, 113 3! LLL  J 76, Y0-15
43 \ y 22-209
44 Gın 3I L6-19
4N S0 God created 119a  - 1n his ( W iımage, 1n the image of CGod he created him; male and

emale he created them And God lessed them, and God sa1d them, ‚Be TU1LIuUu. aAM
multiply, and 11 the earth an subdue 1t; and have dominion VCI the Hsh of the SCa

and VCI the 1r of the Alr and VL V' living thing that UDOLIL the earth. |
And God 5 A W everything that he had made, and behold, 1t W ad>s VCLY 700d«; (rn 27£.31.
„»He who Hnds wite Hnds good thing, and obtains tavor trom the Lord«; Prv 15,22.

46 531 LL5 3 ILL, 50, S-13
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OWS cOoNstıtutes the marr1lage. The liturgy makes 1t clear, however, that
the couple 155 look the promıiıse of God rather than their OW attections
an eXpectatlıons Sustalın their COomMM1ıtment.

In the arge Catechism, also dating ftrom 1529, Luther has much Sd Y
about marrıage 1n hıs explication of the sixth commandment, »YOou dIC

NOLT COMMIt adultery«. Indeed, Luther has IL1LUOTC Sa Yy about marrıage
than about adultery DELI He emphasizes 1I1CE agaın 1ts STALUS divinely
ordained an God-pleasing an 1NS1Sts 1ts pre-emıiınence SOC1a|
Inst1tut1ons an VvOoCat1ıons.

(God! has established marriage| before all others the first of al inst1tut10Ns,
and he created 1112a  - and differently as 15 evident] NOTt for indecency but

be rrue ach other, be ruit{ful, beget children, and NUurture an bring
them the glory of God God has therefore lessed this wa of ıte ichly,
above al others, and, ın addition, has supplied and ndowed 1t with everything In
the WOT. ın order that this alk ot ite might be richly provided for. «47

UOnce agaın Luther emphasizes the naturalness of the sexual uULsCc
physical drive implanted DYy God Flesh an 00 remaın flesh and (010)
wrıtes Luther, an natural inclinations an stimulations ftunction without
fail Marrıage 15 the DIODCI conduit 1nto which these should flow; otherwise
they 111 ead licentiousness, fOr flow they INUuST

The 1SSue of sexual ndelity 15 embedded tor Luther 1n deeper under-
standing Of the relationship between maritalers Chastity has 1ts
Hrst and foremost 1n the affectional ife f the SDUOUSCS. Where husband an
wite lıve together In love and harmony, chastity ollows spontaneously,
aIgUuCS Luther. When (JIl reCelves Ne’s  / SDOUSC gift trom God, the
Darticular husband wite gıven Or IT  J then the boundaries AdIC plainly
drawn. It 15 clear L110 both where OLLIC 15 called love and where OC 15
torbidden ACT Ne’s  / natural Instincts.

V{I »The Sermon +he Mount« 1532

Luther discusses the 1SSuUe of licit and illicit desire greater lJength 1n his
study of Mt )y 2/-30 The temptatıon ot lust 15 impossible aVO1d. Men
and 111 be thrown together 1n SOCILetY. Muoreover, 1t 15 pleasing

The Book Jı Concord, 414, 20 / 3 Il I6I, 285-34
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God that 111C  - look IL, talk, laugh and ave g00d time 1ıth them
People ATC supposed fall 1n love Indeed, they eed be off their
teet 1n order ris kk getting arriıed. After that, safeguarding love an desire
15 cruc1al sustaınıng marrlage.

„Without 1t there 15 rouble from the flesh, because CISOLL S0OIN DELS tired of 1L1A1-

rlage and refuses ear the aily discomtort that with 1t; and from the evil,
who CAaNNOT stand the sight of marriıed couple reatıng each other with genuıne love
aM who 111 NOLT TEST until he has gıven them OCCAaS1on for impatıence, conflict,
hate, aM bitterness. Theretore 1t 15 18 both 1NECCSSdI Y and CUu. aM 0)]81  (D PCCU-
liarly Christian, this Aart of loving Ne’s  7 husband wite properly, f bearing the other’s
faults and all the accıdents and troubles. At Hrst everything S50CS al ] right, that,
the Sayıng 50C5S, they AIC ready eat each other for love But when their CUMOSLELY
has een satisnied, then the eV1. CO along Create oredom 1n YOU, rob yOUuU of
YOULI desire 1n this direction, and excCc1ıte 1t unduly 1ın another direction «4®

Luther takes the reality of lust and the temptatiıon adultery quite
ser10usly, but he 15 alarmıist. 1L1an INAaYy look a{ another but
he IMUST NOT look AL her the WaY he should 0O00K only 4L his wite It 0O0e€es NOLT
taklke rocket ScC1ent1ist tell the ditfterence. Such temptatıon 111 inevitably
betall It ıth the terrıtory of being SOC1a|l Creatures, gifted ı1th
the CapaClty fOr passıon and atfection and linded by the love of celf Luther
15 refreshingly IMmatter of tact about 1t

„Yet chould NOLT malke the bowstring LOO LAauUt here, if AaILLVYOLLC who 15 tempted
and whose lust Aa desire tor another d1IC aroused would be damned tOr 1t
have often sa1d that 1t 15 impOossible be alıve and have flesh and 00without alıy
sinful and vl inclination, whether In thıs ın al[ the other commandments.«“+9

It 15 impossible fOr us keep sintul thoughts ftrom OCCUFINNS; Just ONnN’'t  /
let them take roOo(, Cautlons Luther. Of COUISC, the ustful thought 155 S1IN,
but 0)81l lives 1n the flesh without ILLALLY S1NS, an »CVCL IN UST
ave hıs devil« S° The best protection agalınst adultery 1S, Luther SaYyS
In the arge Catechism, remind oneselft that Ne’s  7, wite 15 God’s special
gift, and that ch alone has the surpassıng beauty of God’s Word adorn
her With that the allure of ALlLYy other CAaNnnNnOtL COINDAIC.,

45 21, 59 32, 3/4, 1-1

40 2J1, 88 32, 373, G6-10
2JL1, 59 3 J 3/3, 8

175



The biblical DASSasc ıth which Luther 15 working ere deals specifl-
cally wiıith the S12 of adultery. He SCCS untaithtulness at work 388 arriıed
couples ın other WaVYyS ell There 111 be dissension an distrust;
words get spoken; teelings CutL deep. The OIC yOUu chare bed and board with
ß somet1mes SCCII liıke YVOUL

„Husband and wite Cal become alienated trom OIlC else eadily from ach
other AIl 1t takes 15 OIMC little word, spoken ın passıng jokingly, which Dierces
the heart and CannOot be forgotten. And thereafter they both brew DUIC pO1SON and
bitterness 1 their SOuls «51

YOur CYCS ILLAY NOLT be turnıng toward I11LCW sexual partner, but when
yOUL heart 15 closed the (JI1l yOU ave married, then yOUuU AdIC breaking
the sixth commandment . You eed LICE agaın DaYy heed the Word
Jı shining hrough yOUL marrl1age.®

VIT 1VOICEe

Luther reCOogN1Zes the eed for divorce 1n sinful SsOClety and regards 1ts
regulation matter tOr the civil authority. At the S\alille time he
Christians do their best exceed secular eXxpectations and hold their
marr1ages higher spiritual standard. In „L’he estate ot marr1lage, 1522«
Luther identifies three legitimate grounds fOr marital dissolution: inability

fultll Nne’s  / conjugal duty impotence OT {rig1idity) that Ne’s  / SDOUSC 1S
deprived of children, adultery, an refusal fulfill Ne’s  / conjugal duty

live with Ne’Ss  / SPOUSC. The resistance of the partner 1n the last CASsSC INAaY
ell become the of the other’s fall Luther that he/she be
called public accountability,* an 11 that doesn’t shame the errant SDOUSC
1Nnto CoOoperatıon, divorce 1S approprlate. The 1SsSue ere 15 ONMNEC of fraud

yl L, 6I, 25-29
52 „Let 1t be sa1d iın conclusion that this commandment requıres all people NOt only live

chastely ın deed, word, and hought ın their particular s1ıtuatıon 1S, especially 1n
marrıage wa of ife), but Iso love and herish the SPOUSC whom God has gıven
them«; The Book of Concord, 4A415, 219 II 163, 14-17.

53 L, 56, 32-36
Only Hrst the husband chould a1admonish and WAarll his wite LWO three tımes, and let
the Ss1ıtuatıon be known others that her stubbornness becomes atter of COTNINOIN

knowledge and 15 reDuke: before the Congregatlon«; 45, 33{ LL 2090, 10-12
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„When 0)81  M res1ists the other and refuses the conjugal duty che 15 obbing the
other of the body she had bestowed upDON him his 15 really marrı1age,
an dissolves the marrıage. For thıs 1L1LCASONMN the c1ivil government InNUust compel the
wife, PUut her death > 1{ the OVEININENT a1ls aCT, the husband IN UST LCAaSOIMN
that his wite has een stolen AWAaY and slain Dy robbers.«5°

Luther makes 1t clear, however, that this 0O0€es NOT apply couple
where 0)]81 partner 1Ss unabhle meet his her conjugal responsibilities
because of infirmity. Indeed, Carıng fOY invalıd SPOUSC 15 extraordi-
NarYy spiritual discipline. He Aa4SSUTCS the reader that God 15 tar LOO al

deprive DCISOL ot his SDOUSC through illness without simultaneously
subduing his carna|l desire.

Luther discusses OTILC additional s1tuatıon that does NOt Ht under the
three maJor headings iıth 1C he began. his 15 the CAase of what today

WOU call »1irreconcilable differences«: where usband and wite CAaNNOT
get along together fOr SOIMLC 1C4S50ON other than the mMatter of the conjugal
duty. Luther DO1INtS Out that CVCIl the Scrıptures malke reference such

»I110O7TC bitter than death«,7 an he acknowledges that there A1IC
41sS0 rude, brutal, and unbearable husbands. In such C  J which WOU
include domestic abuse, Luther allows dissolution of the marrıage long

neither remarrıes. He concludes this sect1o0on with the observation
that 1t would be Hne instance of Christian W1tNess if OLIC the other of

s5 In this early TrTeat1se Luther also that the cCivil authorities 1mpose the ea
penalty adulterers: »YOou ILLAY aslke; What 15 become of the other the guilty pDarty|
i{ he LOO 15 perhaps unable ead chaste 1Ie Answer: It W AaSs for this 1CASOIN that God
commanded 1n the law Deut 22:22-24)| that adulterers be stoned, that they might NOLT
have face this quest1on. The temporal SwOord and overnment should therefore sSt1 PUL
adulterers eat. fOr whoever COomMMItS adultery has In tact imself Jready departed
an 15 considered OILC dead Therefore, the other the INNOCeENt Darty| INaV TCINALLY
Just A: though his SDOUSC had died, if 1t 15 his Intentıon 1NS1St hıs rights an NOL
sShow INCICY the guilty Where the gOVeErNMENT 15 negligent and lax, however,
and a11Ss inflict the ea penalty, the adulterer IL1LAY etake himself tar COUNTILY
and there LEINALTY if he 15 unable remaın contıinent. But 1t WOUu be better PUut him

eat lest bad example be SEL «; 4, 32 1L, 259, ö-17.
56 45, IL, 290, 201,

„And tound LLLOTE bitter than ea the whose heart 15 SI1AaTIcs and nNets, and
whose an AIC fetters; he who pleases God CS5SCaPCcd her,  / but the SINNEer 15 taken DYy her«;
Ecc] 7, 76
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the SDOUSCS 1n such dysfunctional relationship could endure the M1SETY.
his 15 NOLT terriHed submission but CONSCIOUS sacrifice by the wronged

Or whom the marrıage 15 the devil's battleground.
» NOw if 0)]81  M of the partıes WCIC ndowed with Christian fortitude and could

endure the other’s ı11 behavior, that WONL doubtless be wonderfully lessed
and right WdYy heaven. FOr vil SPOUSC, In INAanıNner of speaking, fulfils the
deviıl’s tunction and SWECCDS clean him who 15 able recognıze and eagr 1t he
CaNNOC, however, let him divorce her betore he does anythingJ and remaın
unmarried tOr the TEeST of his days.«5

It 15 the Christian’s obligation ear the C  J and 1ın Luther’s 1e W the
path ot suffering 1n miserable relationship Call ave un1ıque spiritual ben
ehHits. yOUuU refuse that opportunıty, yOUuU don’t get the chance work Out
yOUL salvatiıon ıth fear and trembling 1n second marrı1age.?

In his OMMENTtAr Mit S, 311 1n „Lhe SCTI11ON the OUNT« Luther
agalın stipulates that divorce 15 secular, external matter that 15 rightly ICSU-
lated Dy the law 1n 1ts Hrst usc When Christ speaks the 1SSUE, 1t 15 NOLT

Jawyer (JI ruler but preacher. He 15 NOT prescribing policy but instructing
Christian CONSCIENCES 1n the godly uUusc of divorce law Luther SCCS5 himself
functioning 1n similar eın Hıs conclusion trom Jesus’‘ teaching 1n „»L'he
SCTI11OIN the OUNTL« 1S that those who WAant be Christians should NOT be
divorced, „but 1114A1l should keep his (IW. SDOUSC, sustaınıng and bearing
g0o0d an ı11 ıth her, CVOCIN though che IL114Y ave her oddities, peculiarities,
and faults. 1f he 0Oe€es geLt divorce, he should remaın unmarried «©°

Luther ofters go0od 0OSse otecIs realism 1ın his reflections
the IMatter Wrıting Mit I Ö, Luther States that 1t Was better OW the
SIN of divorce the people of Israel than greater evil He S5UCS

55 4, 341 1L, 15-20
59 In ) } On marr1ıage IMatters, 1530 « Luther, agaın referring Corinthians 7, , Inm

»But i{ SsSomMet1mes OIl  ( 1 U1 AaWAY trom the other QOUtTL of I1 LAsC, 1t 15 quıte
different atter | Here :  . SCC what do from St Paul, COr II], namely,

they A1IC be reconciled UL, if the reconciliation 0e€es NOL succeed, remaın single. There
ILLAY well be Aasc where they 4A1C better ff separated than together, otherwise St Paul
WOU. NOLT have permitted them remaın single if they did NO wish be reconciled.
And who Ca  3 Nnumerat al] the ilce these make laws deal with them? Sensible
people be the judges here«; 46r 314 L11 243, 31

60 2L1, 32, 375,
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Sd Y that similar 1cCCOMMOdation CONtEMLDOFALY sOC1al reality might be
advisable, if lamentable: certaın U  J stubborn, and obstinate people,
wh ave CapaCıty fOr toleration an dIC NOTt sulted fOr arrıed lıte
all, should be permitted geL divorce. Frequently something IMust
be tolerated, CVCIl though 1t 15 NOT good thing do, prevent something

from happening.«°!
Luther knows that people Call be dangerously deluded. There 15 get

ting around the tedium 9)ı daily life, the predictable urdens of family and
the aggravatiıons imposed by the outside world (One Just has deal iıth
them Still ILLAILY think they Cal CSCaDCl the disappointments, INOST eadily
by transferring their affections L1LCW SPOUSC. But 11 yAoIB! Can’t SCC the
hand of God AL work 1n yOUL ife 1n the YSt place, then 1t 111 Just
the »8411I1C Old, {s-\dL11C old Inatter how yOUuU LrYy sp1ıce the domestic
scene °? Luther‘’s such people 15 unsparıng: get real, S51 W
wWOrk AL YOULI marrıage VOCat1ıons requıre effort atter all remember hat
the forgiveness of SINS 15 all about, and DIaY

Havıng ea ıth the whiners, Luther then LLLOTC SEer10US
problems. Adultery 15 legitimate grounds fOr divorce, fOr the adulterer has
1n truth already dissolved the marrıage by his aCt10NS. Luther hopes that
the other partner, although SEet completely free, 111 nonetheless choose

reconcile ©3 He reCON1ZES, however, that there IL1LAaY be hope fOr

6I 2' J 3 J / /, 375,
62 „The only SUUIGCGE of rouble here 15 the tact that marrıage 15 NOLT hought of the basıs of

the Word of God, Hıs work and ordinance, and that Hıs 111 15 ignored. He has gıven
V [11all his SPDOUSC, keep her and ftOr H1s sake PUut with the di  Ccultıiıes involved
1n married ite 10 them 1t be nothing INOIC than purely human and secular State,
with 1C. God has nothing do Thereftore they tire of 1t quickly; and if 1t 0€Ss NOLT

the WdY they WOU. ike, they immediately want divorce and change. hen God
things that they ATIC NOLT better off COMNSCYUCILCC., CISON who change

and IM prove everything an who refuses DUut with Aally inadequacies, but INS1StS
having everything clean aM com{ortable, 111 usually ZEL 1n exchange something twıCce

uncomtortable ten times uncomtortable. change 15 tast aM CaSYy thing,
but ImMprovement 15 Iaiec and Ou thing«; 2L1, 94 32, 375, 10-22 32

63 »10 those who really wWAant be Christians, should g1ve this advice. The ([WO
should be a1admonished aM urged SCaYy together. the guilty 15 humbled an
reformed, the innocent chould let himselft be reconciled hiım and forgive him ın
Christian 1OVE«; 2 96 3 '} 379, 2/-31
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Iımprovement and renewal of spousal delity, and then the
IN USLT their WaYySs, iıth only the Innocent free
agaln. The other 1SSuUe Luther ralses ere 15 that of abandonment. He 155
outraged by the dead beat dad«, the 198021  } wh takes off trom his tamily,
Jeaving them fend fOr themselves and expecting them take him
hback whenever he chooses return Luther judges such PCISON be

than unbeliever an less tolerable than adulterer. He-
mends that the authorities 1SsSue SUILLILLOLNLS, and 1 the ottender 0O€Ss
NO respond within the stated tıme, that the wite be SET completely free
Luther’s indignation 155 evident; the DECISULIL wh would efault NnOot Just

his comm1ıtment his SPDOUSC but his obligations his children
15 beneath

IT Parents an 1I1dren
ASs has already een noted Luther extols the Vvocatıon of marrıage chiefly
because 1t produces tamily ife

„But the good ın married lite, that 1C. makes al] suffering aM OTr
worth while, 15 that God grants offspring and commands that they be rought

worship and him In all the WOT. this 15 the noblest and INOST DreC10us
work, because God there CAall bhe nothing dearer than the salvation o{ souls. Now
S1INCE AdIC ql duty Ooun sutter eat. it need be, that might bring single
soul God, yYOU (All SCC how rich the estate of marrıage 15 In go0od works. God has
entrusted 1ts bosom souls begotten of 1ts ( W. body, whom 1t x  - lavısh al]
INAanıner of Christian works. Most certainly tather and mother ATIC apostles, bishops,
and prlests their children, ftor 1t 15 they who make them acquainted with the
gospel. In short, there 15 greater nobler authority earth than that f Parents
VCIL their children, for this authority 15 both spiritual and temporal.«°4
Parental responsibility Ne’s  / cCA1ılaren „their apostle an

bishop« CONSIStS of four cruc1ial duties: provide the SACrament of baptism
tor infants, form cCN1ıladren 1n the Lrue taith they mature, attend
their education fOor vOocatıon, and provide them ith sultable SPOUSC 1n

timely tashion, that 1s  J before the force of their natura|l sexual instincts
PUtS them risk of S12 FOr the ot this DapCr, ßl fOCus
the last of the four

64 LW 45, 46 {L, 3UL, 16-27.
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In 1524 Luther briet plece entitled „»Lhat parents should neither
compel L1LOTI hinder the marrıage of their children, and that children should
NOT become engaged without their parents‘ CONSECENLTL« Luther reminds the
reader that God has established parental authority ul NOT destroy.
Indeed there ATC strıict limits SECT 1t; 1t CaNnnOtT far inftlict dam
dsC the child, especlally NOT his her CONSCIENCE. hus ftather
violates his sacred and ACTS agalnst God when he forces his child
1nto marrıage without love  65 He 0€Ss the SdI1le when he his
child from marryıng. Luther allows that interftference ıth relationship

particular DCISOUL) Cal be justified, but 1t 15 SIN prevent the
child from marryıng altogether and force him her 1nto lite of celibacy.
NO parent (‚ Adll demand of their children that they agaınst their created
nature ©© God has made human beings Cal, drink, procreate, sleep and

65 Luther addresses the Salillle 1SSue with passıon In „(JIn marrıage Matters, 5iO« »„YeS,
I11Y eagr tellow, 1t YOU WAant aCCECDL the gospel when ıt g1VeESs YOU [0) VT yYOUL
and emands 1a obedience YOU, then yOU should Iso aCCEDL 1t when it commands
yOU yOUL 1n paternal WadYy and orbids yOUu UuUSCc yOUL 19) shamefully
and criminally 1n this mMmatter, S1INCE the salvation of YOULI 15 in danger, tOr yYyOu C Aall-

NOLT g1ve yOUr the desire and love fOr his SPOUSC that he should have according
the commandment of God, who desires that husband and wite love (JIL'  M another.

yOUuU 110 (CAdll make big thing OUuUt of the SIN of 12a disobedience the basıs of the
gospel, then OIMC an Iso malke big thing Out of yOUL unnatura|l CrI1me the SAaIllC basis,
an it 1a disobedience 15 S1N, then yOUL unnatural criminal 10) 15 LW SINS«;
46, 306 ILL, 23/, 27-36

66 Luther speaks harply about the S\d1Ille subject 1ın »(In marrıage matters, 1530 «, hiding
athers who refuse let their daughters because the ATC LLLOTC usetul
them AL home »„Betore | WOU. tolerate such peasant Caprıce with paternal 18) the
pDart of these rude louts, WOU. rather aqadvise their CANA1ılaren and ell them get engaged
without the CONSENT of such athers For paternal 15 NO gıven the athers DYy
God fOr their Caprıce do harm their children, but urther and help them And
AaLLVONC who uSCcCS paternal 10) ın AILYy other WdY the disadvantage of his chıldren
torteits 1t hereby AN: 15 NOL be considered tather, but 381 and destroyer of his
OW children«; 46, 308 31 11L 230, 15-22

Luther advıses that ın such the authorities AaCT IN Ioco Darent1s and take (‚ US-

tody of the C.  1. they do with abandoned children 4n orphans, and INsure that the
tather CannOt hinder honorable and advantageous marrı1age. In addition, the authori-
t1es should punish the tather public 381 f his C.  1 God, and the entire (‚OL1ll-

mMuUnNnı1ty. the authorities efault, then the PastOor should help he CAll and »g1Ve
the C OIlC deserted by her ftather an prevented by him, the free right betore God
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respond other physical needs, wrıtes Luther. Not CVCI) the ftather 1n his
ast God-given authority Call alter that Finally, if he fails help his child
make su1ıtable match, he agaın detaults his parental responsibility.
In such CascC, if the child has sought the ather’s 4aSS1stance ın vaın, the
child I1L14Y proceed if the tather (T guardian WCIC dead and malke his
her OW marital arrangements.

Luther considers (OIIC hypothetical CASC that calls FOTr SUOTILIC artful
pastoral counsel his part. What chould DCISOLL do when his
tather intends force him 1Nto unwanted marrıage‘ Strictly speaking,
responds Luther, he should do his father demands and take his
1n obedience Christ.

» FOTr Christ has the ready ANSWEeETL Let that be I11Y COLLGELILN; why do yOUu have
al iın me Obey command, and I ::  = SUVCLIIL eEvents that LLOILG of the mistor-

yOU toresee 111 UL, aM all 111 he g00d ortune and happiness. OUu. yOu
tTansSgress certaın and lessed commandment ACCOUNE of uncertaın tuture
mistortune? (Jr WOU. yOou do evil, that g00d might result? Paul condemns this 1n
Komans 31 And VECINl though m istortune WOCIC certaın tOor the future, indeed already
Aat hand, should yOu that ACCOUNT disregard 111Yy commandment, when yOUu AIC In
duty OUN! hazard body aM soul temporally and eternally tor I11LYy salce? «7

It 15 NO clear how enduring loveless an potentially destructive
marrıage qualifies al Christian discipleship. What dADPCald be
AL stale fOYr Luther 15 obedience the fourth commandment, CVCI1 when

become engaged 1n g00d CONSCIENCE, a! confirm this marrıage or the 1C4SOUOIN that
paternal 15 NOTt created Dy God hbe free WAantOonNnNess but 15 obligation Hrst of
all the CANA1ılaren with advice al help tOr their benehit and honor and with all
diligence urther and cseelc the ımprovement and increase of the COMMUNLItTY. And the
DAaStOFTS ATC publicly Do1in Out INOST emphatically the malice of these crude people

shametul, that they will have SUOILC CONSCIENCE about 1t And VCIl if they do
NOLT fear God they IN USTE St1 be shamed before 1LLEI1 and obey the authorities«; 46,
51019 11L 239, 35 - 240,

Luther 15 vVCLY clear that marr1age 1$ COMMUNItY ffair; the COMMUNItY epends
UDOIL 1t tor the Increase of 1ts CIt1ZENTY. hus 1t has vested interest ın actıng agalınst
parents who WOU Prevent their cCN1ılaren trom taking their marital and childbearing
responsibilities,. It 15 also worth noting how the ourth commandment COILLCS 1into play
here: authority o{ the spiritual father, the PaStOr, LTUmMDS that of the biological tather of
the gir] 1n this Aasc

67 45, 389 15, L66, 13-20

1582



paternal authority 15 exercised tyrannically an cruelly. But Luther offers
CSCaDC rouftes fOT ‚weal Christians« an AdIiC there A1IlYy other kind 1ın hıs
theology? Lf VOU cCan’t ear the yoke of Christ 1ın forced marrl1age, then
turn the c1ivıl authorities tor ald, that they INaYy DUt StOP such
OUtrageOUS InjJust1iCce, deprive the tather of his devilishJ LESCUC the
child from him, and restrict him the DIODCI uUsSsSc of his parental author-
ity.«®® NOow the burden of honoring the tourth commaAandment
the tather The Christian 1S called endure inJustice, but the temporal
authority 15 responsible fOr preventing 1t and punishing perpetrators. Lu
ther concludes that 1f the government fails do 1ts duty, the child might
tlee an settle somewhere else, Out of the reach of both parent and ruler ©9
There 15 precedent for this, he wrıites, C1ting certaın »Wealc Christians« 1n
the Old lLestament wh fled Lyrants

Luther 1S equally concerned about the conduct of children 1n the DIOCCSS
of betrothal and marrı1age. He 15 adamant that un1ıon chould be 4ase

SECrEeT eNgaAgeEMENLT. Clearly the easliest WdYy around parental objections
(T interterence Was Jo1n oneself another without their knowledge.
Protestant an Roman teaching held the free mutual CONSENT of the DaL-
t1es 1n exchange of OWS cCONnstıtute marrl1age. HOowever, Luther d1id

68 4Sl 359 15, 166, 21-25
69 Luther addresses S1imilar ASC 1n „»(Jn Marrıage Matters, 1530 «. ere he 15 [1L1LO1C sanguıne

about the {fcacy of intervention the part of the authorities, including the PaStOr,
and does NOL SUgSESL {light potential last TEeESOTT (n the other hand, he 15 allous
about the aCK of that WOU contribute person’s being railroaded 1nto

disagreeable marrıage Dy COEerC1ve Darents. „What if has already been torced 1into
marrıage‘ this be and remaın marrıage‘ Answer: Yes, 1t 15 marrıage and
remaın OLLC, tor althoug, che W ds forced into ıt, che St1 consented this COercCc10N by her
aCt10Nn, accepted 1t, and ollowe: 1ıt, that her husband has publicly acquired conjugal
rights VCI her, 1C. OINC Call L1L0 take trom hiım When che eels that che 15 being
coerced, che should do something about ıt iın tiıme, res1st, and NOLT aCCeDL ıt, call uUuDOI

g00d triends, and if that WCIC of avajıl che should appeal the authorities
complain the pastor g1ve public, verbal test1monYy that che did NOLT WAant do 1t,
and thus CILY Qut openly agaınst the compulsion. For these tour 115, namely, calling
UDOLL s0o0d iriends, appealing the authorities, complaining the DaSstoOr, aM protesting
openly, should be powertul enough prevent torced marrı1age. Indeed, the authorities
wiıith the law the DAaStOr with g0o0d counsel :  » probably do 1t alone«; 46, 30/

LLL  J 235, 4-16
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NOT acknowledge the validity of treely exchanged prom1ses between L[WO

pDartıes of egally marriageable dSC it they WCIC made without public WIt-
1165505 parental CONSECNT, whereas Koman l aw did recogn1ıze such
un10ns. Luther objected four grounds: that such comm1ıtments led
LOO easily conflicts of conscience;/° 2} that marrıage 15 critical the ıte
an health of the COMMUNILTY and theretore should be contracted publicly
before Nne’s  / neighbors and ıth the recogn1ıtion of the secular authorities;
3} that betrothal contracted without the approval of Ne’s  7, parents violates
the ftourth commandment; and 4) that word of GCod 15 proclaimed VCI

the couple’s actıon an consequently God has nOot joined them together.
The bride, SdayS Luther, has ONLy the Hne words and Dromıse of her seducer

by an these che are NO rely.
Luther 41sS0 condemns cAılaren who, presumiıng the tact that they

should NOLT be torced iInto marrı1age, res1ist un1ıo0on that 15 honorable and
desirable. It 15 their duty bandon hat Luther calls their „toolish
I0Ve« and honor their family’s judgment. Parents, however, (All only
far 1n leading child wisdom. Once they er their counsel, their (Oll-
SC1IENCES ATIC clear. Lf cAıldren reject their considered Oopınıon an persist 1

„Here ant ShoOow what impelle: II VCIl before had considered these CauUsSCS,
advise and ACT agaınst SeCret ng  NtSs It otten happened that married couple

ATI1LC I1L1L  M Inot COUNt1INg those who Ad1i11e others ll VCT the world|, OIlLC both of
whom had previously become secretly engaged others, aM [10 there WAaSs MmM1Sery
and distress. hen contessors theologians WCIC supposed counsel these Captıve
CONSCIENCES. But hOow could do this? There WAaSs the law an CuUuStom of the OINC1als
1C. ecreed that the Hrst SECTELTt betrothal W Aas Lrue marrıage 1n od’s sight, and
that the second (JI1IC W ads VDE AaCT of adultery. So they went ea and tOre the
second marrıage and rdered them keep the Hrst SCCTET betrothal, ‚VE i{ they had ten
children together ıIn the second marrıage and had joined their inheritance and
1nto O11  (D Further, i this ENSA1SCMENT Was SCCTELT that 1t COU NOL be attested by

single WwI1tness, and the second ONC Wads openly coniirmed 1n the church, then they
WCOCIC ftorced comply with both rst, they INUuSt consider the SECTEL betrothal the
LruUeE marrlage ın their CONSCIENCES betore God and the other hand the W as

torced paın Jı eXCOMMUNICAtION and by obedience chare the ta and bed of the
second 11194  — her Lrue usband, because this marrage W as publicly attested, 1ıle the
tormer SECTELT CNgAgEMEN (JIl!  @’ are'! acknowledge CXCEDEL che ersel{f, and that 1n
her CONSCIENCE before God What should DOOI CONSCIeENCE do ın AdSsSCcC 11<e this?«;
46, 2701 3 ILL, 209, 10-21 32
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their intentıon make match which their Darents object, the Darents
AIC free leave them their ( W devices, COmMMLIt the MmMatter God, an
consi1ider their Darental obligation me  +

The Patriarchs an Matriarchs Married Couples
Luther makes cCreatıve USC of 1D11Ca narratıves SuUuppOrt his arguments
CoNcern1ıng the holy STALUS of marrlıage and family ıfe Husbands and W1Ves
do NOLT ngure significantly ACTOFS 1ın the New Testament, but the stOrl1es
of the Old lestament patriarchs and matriarchs provide him with rich
terial. Indeed, Luther expands wiıith relish hat he finds there, decking
these ngures Out iıth full of emot10ns and domestic vırtues. (:1ven
the promıse made Abraham that God would make of him nat1on,
these couples ATC deeply concerned ıth child-bearing. Luther
that 1t 15 hard fOr imagıne the anguish an shame caused by barren-
655 1n the days f the matriarchs and patriarchs. Indeed, the
a1l these marr1ages when infertility becomes 1ssue /} Consequently,

7ı Infertility f£licts Sarah, ebeka. and Rachel, a  OUug, they all ultimately become
mothers. LEve 15 the eXceptl1on; che has lot of STrESSOTS her marrıage, but inability

CONCE1VE 15 NOt UOILC of them Ilamar 15 NOL barren, but che 15 deprived of her rights
ear CA1ılaren due the eat of her Hrst husband slain Dy God for h1s wickedness] and
the sexual malpractice of her second.

the latter Luther wriıtes: »(Inan I11.USLT have been malicious and incorrigible Uu1l-

dreil hıs 15 InNOST disgracefu. SIN It 15 far 8010)8° atrOC10US than 1InCcest and adultery. We
call 1t unchastity, yYCS, Sodomitic S11 For nan S0CS 1n her; that 1S, he lies ith her
and copulates, and when 1t the pDo1ın of insem1natı1ıon, spills the rlI lest
the CONCE1LVE. Surely AL such t1me the order of ature established by God ın
procreatıon chould be ollowe: Accordingly, 1t WAaSs INOST disgracefu. CYımMe produce

and exc1ıte the I1, and frustrate her Aat that VECLVY IMOmMenNtTt He Was nflamed
with the basest spıte and hatred«; 7 70 44, 316, 30 31/,

Luther’s COMNCETIL fOr lamar’s experience 1ın this sexual ENCOUNLTETr 15 noteworthy. a.
the tather of these LW INCIN, prom1ses lamar the 1r 10}  - 1n marrıage but a1ls tollow
hrough JIamar then disguises herself prostitute and seduces u  a. 15 impregnated
Dy him and thus SCCUICS her right childbearing of 1C. his family had detrauded
her Although Luther charges lamar with iIncest, he SCCS her ASC complicated. She
LTaNSErESSES boundaries 1n rightfu. »10 be SUre, che S1NS gravely, but 1t 15 the
willingness eagr reproach 1C. provides the OCCasıon tor this S11 She gri1eves because
the highest honor of 15 being taken trom her, namely, be wife, especially of
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the manıtestation of God’s goodness 1Ss the open1ing f the womb,
that the childless 1S able take her place 1n the line of those

Carryıng God’s Drom1ses future generatlı1ons.
When cComment1ing the creatıon 1n his »„Lectures (xeNES1IS«,

Luther that ith the work of the Aifth day God NOT only » that
1t WAds g00d», God alsoO „»blessed them«. Only with the Hfth day does CGod
bring living things 1nto being,”? and the blessing gıven them an NOT
the linanımate Dart of the creation has do ıth their distinctive method
Jı reproduction: „»But ere there 15 procreatiıon from living body 1Nnto
living body This, there{fore, 15 L1IC  s WOrk, that living body and
multiplies OUt of 1tSs () W body.«73 his CapaCıty ear live 15 the
ettect of the Word making ruitful the COININONMN ACT of reproduction.’*

When discussing dam an Eve, Luther understands GN 2, IS »Lhen
the Lord God sald, ‚ {It 15 NOT good that the 11141l should be alone
be concerned ıth hat he calls the COININON go0od of the spec1es rather

this SO  H Jı u  a and because che 15 being deprived of all the adornments of ady of
the house. Her wrath Was justified and almost excusable«; 7, 34f 44, 326, 36-40

[V1LOreOvVver, her conduct plays key role 1ın the plan of salvation, S1INCEe CHhrist 15 de
cended trom her and udah’s SOIl Perez. 'hus EeSsSus Cal TtTace his anCeSIrLYy aCcCk SOINNC

vVCLY bold SINNEeTS. However, later 1ın his COMMENLALY enesis 35 Luther COUNETS Ilamar
OIl the excellent saintly INatrons who admıinister the household and aic fOr the sStOCk.
Once the t1ime of CY1S1S 15 OVCrL, she settles aCk 1nto modesty and domesticity.
Gn 0-22 „And God said, ‚Let the WAaftfers bring OoIrt SWarlillıs of living Creatures, an
let 1r {1y above the earth AC10S55 the irmament of the heavens. SO God created the

SCa and VI living atu that OV'  J with 1C. the watfTtersJ
according their kinds, andVwinged bird according 1ts Zın And God 5 AW that
Lt WAaS Z00d. God lessed them, Sayıng, » Be TU1tIUL. aM multiply and H411 the waftfers
in the SCcCads  ' and let 1r multiply the earth c«

73 53 42, 3 J 3/-39
„What, then, 15 the LCASOIM tOr this remarkable procreationf The hen lays C88; this she
keeps while living body COLILLCS INtO being 1n the C55, 1C the mother later
hatches The philosophers advance the LCAaSUIN that these EeVeEeNTS take place hrough the
working of the 168  - and her eLLY. this But the theologians 5SdY, far I1LLLUTEC reliably,
that these EeVENTS take place hrough the working of the Word because 1t 15 sa1d here: He
lessed them and sa1id ‚Increase and multiply.: his Word 15 Present 1n the VCLY body of
the hen and 1n al living Creatures; the heat with 1C. the hen keeps her CB8S Wallll 15
the result of the divine Word, because i{ 1t WECIC without the Word, the heat WOU. be
useless and without effecCt«; 53 4 J 4 / 5-12
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than the personal g0o0d ot dam The other created living beings had COIN-

panıons ıth whom they could mate, but »S50O far dam Wa alone; he still
had partner fOr that magnihncent work f begetting and preserving his
kkind« 75 He required Eve that he could ul his duty be fruntful an
multiply. It 15 Only after the fall that he has eed of her ward off the SIN
of illicit desire 7° The animals, LutherJ do NOL ave contend ıth
Just, but neither do they ave the kind of spiritual, affective relationship
that ı1th human marr1age. Luther aments the damage OnNne the
INt1MaCYy between husband and wite by the loss of Innocence. Delight g1ves
WAdY cshame an resentmen

CGod the11, ))I 111 greatly multiply yOUL Daın 1n childbearing;
1ın Daın yYOUu bring Or children, yeL yOUF desire chall be for YOUL hus
band, and he rule VCT you.«/7 In this Luther hears much g00d CWS

bad Yes, the flesh will uffer, but God 0e€es NOT repudiate Eve Nor 15 che
deprived of the blessing of procreatıon OTr separated trom her husband live
1n solitude. Most of all, 1n keeping what Luther calls the glory of mother-
hood, ch also has the ASSUTAallce that the Seed wh l| crush the head of
her betrayer 111 COINEC from her The discomtort of PICSNALNCY an the danger
of childbirth pale 1n COMDPar1SON, concludes Luther. hen he wrıtes:

„Without Ooubt, therefore, Eve had heart u11 of JOY VCI 1n apparently
sad S1tuat1ion. Perhaps she SdaVC comtort dam Dy Sayıng il have sinned. But SCC

what merciful God have How ILLallYy privileges, both temporal and spiritual,
He 15 leaving ftor sSinners! Theretore should bear the ardship and
wretchedness of CONCE1LVINS, of gıving ırt. and of obeying yOUuU husbands Hıs 15
atherly IL  J because this stands: that the head of (JUT I1will be crushed, and
that atter the eat ot OUT flesh be raised L1IC and eternal ıte hrough
()UT Redeemer. These abundant good things and ndless kindnesses far SUrpDass

/ L, II6 42, 57, 36-35
76 Luther speaks trom the male perspecti1ve: 15 man’s etense agaınst lust The tol.

lowing 15 typical: »IN Paradise WOU. have been help for duty ONLY. But 110

che 15 also, and tor the greater pDart AL that, antıdote and medicine; *:  . hardly
speak of her without eeling of shame, and surely CAannOt make uUSsSCc of her without
shame«; 88 42, 89/ 34-3/. Considering the universal ature of the fall 1t 15
gıven that LOO A1C plagued with selfish, ragıng desire that threatens usc rather
than honor the partner 1n M! aspeCL of relationship. Eve also needs Adam he able

subject lust love
77 Gn 5y LO
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whatever and punishments ()UT Father has inflicted These and similar
CONversatıons dam and Eve undoubtedly carried otten ın order miıt1ıgate their
temporal adversities. «79

dam an Eve, cCaught ın S11 and facing the trauma of ife 1n the DOST-
fa]] world, represent marrıage AL 1ts est The couple aCCECDLIS the arduous
WOrk that lies before them C(10d’s charge, and they stand together
COMPaAaN1ONS, sharing words of comfort an faith Clearly there 15 LLOTC

g01Ng 1n the relationship of usband wite than the contaınment of lust
and the ra1sıng of children 79

Abraham and Sarah Luther model fOr the discipleship of
Christian couples YSt and ftoremost because of their taith Both of the el
derly people g1ve the ome they know AdL15WeCT Go0od’s cCall Or

Strange and When promised the 1r of their advanced
d5C5S, they AdTIC SNOCKEe but contudent ot God’s truthtulness. Luther also
pralises their aily discipleship because of the commonplace duties and
normal domestic tedium 1t entails. He CONTrAaSts this 1n IMNOSLT pejJoratıve

the idle inflated »Spiritual« ife of the moOonNnastıcs and ASSUTCS his
readers that the menial tasks that OCCUDY Sarah an Abraham, one
they ATC 1n taith, AdIC I1NOTIC PreC10us than ALLY trumped work of holiness
an celibacy.

„»Lherefore shut Out trom yOUI heart aM CYVCS the outward AdDDCALallcl_, and SCC
what God has commanded; do this, and yOUu will NOL 308  J ven if 1n outward
AaPPCALANCcE 1t 15 SINA. ordinary, and insignificant. Antony withdraws 1Into the
desert, and Jerome makes pilgrimage sacred places and advocates devotion
chastity. These works the world regards But the tact that Sarah stands AL
the hearth and busily o0d tOr the ZUESTS this NOL only has outward
AaDDCAaLance of g00d work but stand In the WaVYV f good works. Yet OIlC
who has regard tOr the Word 1t will be evident that Sarah did holier work than all
the hermits did.«°

78 1, 199 4' 7 148, 35 144,
79 In relation e 2,2 Luther wrT1ıtes: „Let u therefore, obey the Word of C10d and

recCognıze OUTLI W1Ves uilding of God Not only 15 the house ul hrough them
Dy procreatıon and other SeErV1ICES that dIC I11CCCES5Sai y ın household; but the usbands
themselves AdIC u1lt hrough them, because W1Ves AIC, 1t WCEIC, NEeSt and welling
place where usbands CAall spend their time and we with JOY « 134
421 100, 1/-21

SO 5y 21  17 43, 30U, 5-12
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When Luther SdY5S, yOu AdIC contdent of doing ull ust1ice yOUL calling
an Of having eed DIaYy »forgive (JUTI LICESPASSCS « because ot 11C8
ligence, dissatisfaction, iımpatlience, then eel tree 1Nto the desert
an busy yoursel{ ith showy works of holiness.

Luther Hinds In Sarah of housewifely vıirtues. He makes
much of the fact that when the three gZzueStS inquı1ire Sarah’s where-
abouts, Abraham ANSWCFIS, ;She 15 INn the tent.«S1 Women, wrıtes Luther,
ATC gıven certaın levity anı indecent CUFMOSIULY. They either 1U around

hang Out CONSpiCUOUSLY their doors pick the latest gOSS1p Such
the loose A4AIC susceptible moral laxity. Sarah, however, 15

right where ch belongs, within their home, leaving her usband and his
SUECSTS 1n while che the mea| and INalNascS the household
responsibly.

Yet 0)819 cshould Oftfe that Sarah 1s NOLT always miable and modest.
Luther maıintaıns that 1n the IMmatter of agar and shmael Abraham 15
lax 1n protecting the promıiıse made him and Sarah CONCeEMNg their
descendants. He loves the olave and their s()  . iıth natural ecC
t107N and 0€es NOT SCC their impudence. Sarah 15 the 0)81 wh obliges him
expel them, lest Ishmael PDICSULLNC his prımogeniıture al Isaac/’s CADCIISC,
Although Luther 15 at SOINC paıns ProteCL Sarah/’s wifely modesty, statıng
that che humbly implores but 0€es NOT command Abraham, he recCogn1ızes
the reality Jı dissension an 1n their marrı1age and by extensiıon 1n

marrı1age. The endurance of such arguments by husband and wite 15
spiritual discipline, formation 1n holiness, far excelling anything concocted
by the monks.

„Lheretore they call the ite Jı married people „»Secular« life, but 1t surely has
place I88 the highest levels Jı spiritual ıte FOr the loftiest sentiments of married
people toward C0d and 1111A1l ATIC being cultivated.

In this PAaASddae Abraham 15 1Instance. He 15 compelled by wo-told right, the
natural and the divine, detend his lawtul wite and S()Il Because of this eeling
he 15 unable SCC the promıiıse Jearly. (n this ACCOUNT violent outburst of IL
VCCULIS, and there 15 vVEILV sharp quarrel gıve example and comtort Uus,
In order that when slight offenses arlse, IL11LAY be mindtul of the ıte and the lot
that AT1IC COLIMNTILNON all men «S?

&I The 15 old ın (n I5, 1-16
7, 4, 4 J 15JL, 28-36
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In this instance Sarah, In tulfilling her »Secular« responsibilities wite
an mother, ACTS the unlikely but indispensable champion of the Word
Through bearing Isaac and protecting his pos1ıti1on elr the prom1se,
csh becomes the mother of the faithful ©3

Luther’s ommMentar the courtship of aCcCOo and Rachel offers SOILLC

interesting observations the realities of physical attractıon. Reflecting
Jacob’s infatuation ith Rachel an inditference Leah, Luther offers

the Opınıon that ugly ATC usually the INOST ertile. BYy rights 1L1C  .

should love sSimply fOr the sake of procreatlon; strictly speaking
they cshould NOT be swayed by APPCALaALLCcl. HOweVver, God indulges the male’s
preference tOr beautitul help SWeetfen the conjugal pot

»Because Jı I11LaIlYy troubles and di  Cultıes f marrıage 1t 15 NOLT wicked
if OIC chooses beautitul with her bodily strength unimpaired 1n order
that he INaYy be able endure this bond of marrıage wiıith all 1ts troubles Jonger and
1L1UOIC easily.« 54

Because f original S1N man’s sexual dIC unpredictable an urgent.
He needs J an 11 1t takes feminine beauty geL the deed done,

be 1t
Luther speaks ot aCOo the SU1tOr with ond mMuseme According

his calculations the Datriarch 15 ®] old when he YSt Rachel.
He 15 already old INLaLL, but 1n the of this beautitul gir] he 15
rejuvenated.°5 He single-handedly ro AWAaY the from the mouth of

53 ()ne inds similar ı1lemma ın the narratıve of Isaac and ebeka. when the wite NS-

SICSSCH the bounds oft propriety and obedience her husband 1n order the
divine promıse. In this AaASsSc ebeka disguises aCcCo Esau that he might SCCUTEC the
paternal blessing due the Hrst born, despite the aged IsaaC’s stated intent of bestowing 1t

Esau
54 Sl 290 43, 628, 33-36
55 „Then, when 1ın his exile he tound Rachel, his 00 relation, he to0k COUILASC and gained

hope that at last he would obtain what he had In mind anı what his tather had
commanded hiım with reESDECL taking wite Therefore he 15 immediately nflamed
with love at Mrst sight, and natural desire toward his zinswoman the fore,
that the wo-told impulse of al and love made his body and heart anımated. FOr
he wanted sShow himself 11A1l of strength and agility 1n order that he might
Capture the maijiden’s heart and ent1ice her all 1ın love with him«; \ y 751 43,
622, 33 623,
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the ell that sh might her sheep. Luther pralses acob’s EXTrAaOT-

dinary chastity; he has remained contiınent from his youth, SOILC 68 ya  J
until 110 which 15 al 1t chould be But CONtINenNCE 15 destined en 1n
marrıage. As Luther describes Lt, this 15 NOT surrender carna|l NeCESSItY
but venture 1Into love from the veCLYJwhen the patriarch z1SSEeSs Rachel
AL the well before they ave CVCIN een introduced. Old aCcCO makes bıt
of 001 of himself. And 1t 15 surpassingly pleasing God

„Other histories about veLIYy EeVvVveNTS about the burning of Sodom, about
the sacrıllce of Isaac the Holy Spirit| has described with VECLIYy few words and has
summed ın barely ive S1X C1ISCS5 But when He these sordid, carnal,
and oolish matters, He 15 wOordy beyond INCAaSUuiC, 1n order that INaYy know that
the Lord takes pleasure ın those wh: fear Hım ‚Ps 147:11]. For i{ elieve and dIC

SUTe of the freely ffered ILCICY of God, chould NOLT oOu that everything
do pleases God VCLY much and that He has numbered VCIl the hairs of UT head
cf Matt yYCS, that the l &1sSses and embraces AdIC pleasing Hım, likewise the
remOoval f that one All these things ATC recounted ıIn this DadSSdsC VCLY
and extraordinary worlks ın the CYCS of God and the angels. God COU NOLT forget
them but wanted them recorded fOr (JUL instruction and consolation «©°

Luther 0€es NOLT dismiss the ardor and delight of LICW love frivolous.
They 111 NOLT sustaın couple through the challenges of of arrıed
life, but such enchantment 155 real Hne place

ConclIusion
Human beings dIC fallen Creatures For Luther OUTr sexual nNnature 15 IL1OIC

4an less vitiated by SIN than (J)UT other qualities an abilities. Sexuality
ST1 ntolds In the wOondrous WAaY God intended 1t 111  - and dIC
drawn OIl another; they fall 1n love and discover fOr themselves that 1t
15 NOL g00d fOr the 1111l be alone; they long tOor CcCA1ılaren CGod has created
marrlage make these things possible. G0d has tormed WAant hat
God that leave (J)UL parents and cleave ()UT SDOUSC; that be
fruiltful an multiply. In the fallen WOT marrlage grants additional ess
Ing, although Luther 0Oe€es NOLT regard 1t sacramental of Savıng

God 0Oes NOLT call DECISOULL marrıage 1n general; God calls yOou
be arrıed Darticular DCISON. The word of C0d’s cCcCommand an favor

S6 \ y 253 43, 624, 12-22
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1S spoken VCI thIs un10n. It 15 absolutely clear that this 15 the SDOUSC yOUu
ATIC have and other. The certaın boundary ll frustrate couples
tımes, but 1ts clarity 15 also kindness. Husband anl wite Ca  — DEIKSCVEIC
1n the demanding work of marrlage, contident that their efforts ATC pleas-
ıng God, their failures forgiven, an their COoMM1ıtMeNnt OI another
enduringly lessed

The Sallle 15 Lrue 1n the realm of the family. Its routıne actıvıtles ATC

hardly glori0us 1ın human CYVCS, but fOr God they AdIiI®© AaCTS of pralse. In tend-
ıng the needs of those who populate (OQUT aily lives Out (Q)UTI

calling be lıttle Christs OIl another. Regarding the responsibility of
DParents FOr their children ın particular, Luther speaks sternly. ()ne’s child,
lıke Ne’s  / marrıage, 15 sacred parent wh violates child by abuse,
betrayal neglect falls under the wrath of God Luther reCOgN1ZES that 1t
0€Ss indeed take village ralıse the UL1, an 1n such he CXDECCIS
the wıder COMMUNLItY collateral relatives, riends of the family, the civil
authorities, the pPastor intervene.

Luther holds marrıage 1n the highest regard the created OTII1 for
the ite of Christian and non-Christian aliıke. He 15 clear, however, that
0)]81% 15 saved by matrımony the absence hereof Marital STAatus 15
adiaphoron. ()ne CAdil wed (JT NOT OLLC pleases; 1n oft salvation 1t 15
of iımportance God However, 1n of sexuality marrıage 15 the
deal-breaker. Fulfilling conjugal obligations 15 the onNlLy legitimate torm of
sexual aCt1VItY. GCod beholds SC  > wiıithin marrıage and declares that 1t 1s
still g00d, COver1ıng 1ts ustftul deficits iıth grace.®7 But outside of marrl1age
sexual aCt1V1ty plunges DCISOUL 1Nto LLLOTAaSS of SIN an condemnatıon.
It 15 hardly SUrpr1sıng that Luther did NOt take LICW 1e W this MmMatter
Un(fortunately, 1t makes ıt dithcult fOr ILLAaNY of his CONtEMPDOFAFY heirs, who
do NOL chare that judgment, appreclate hat Luther 0€eSs ave Sa Yy

those wh choose an the COMMUNItIES obliged SUPppOrTt
their family ife On these atters he g1Ves much worth taking heart

87 In his SCII11OI11 13,4 trom January 1531 Luther speaks beautifully of the VOCI-
let Decke 1C. GCod spreads VCTI the bed chared Dy the married couple, »damıt
geschmückt wird und eın schön, re1in, unbefleckt bette heisst, Jecs L, /4,
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