
Luther’s Ethics 1n the Realms of Church,
Household, and Politics
Seminarleader: 1StO Saarınen
eporter: Jonathan Mumme

HOow Ca  - sem1ınar „Luther’s ethics In NOLT encouraged reach above and beyond
the realms of church, household, and poli- h1s her „»Stand« In order meri1t gıven
t1CS«, tunction subsection of standing with God Rather, baptized and

„Luther’s ethics 1n the realms of church, justified the reader 15 Hnd his her gıven
household, and politics«? 1SEO Saarınen, work 1n the gıven „Stand«. The mathemati-
having SET the theme fOor his sem1nar before cal gradations of late medieval merit-based
the had SET 1ts OW. ecided NOLT SYStEIM :a ]] betore baptism’s COININONMN

4AL1SWCI that quest1on. Instead, wishing quantıty »geme1n Maiß« These grada-
urther UISUC his 0).'4 ndings divine t10NS having alling DYy the wayside, the bap
ordinance and the three orders, he tfered tized Christian Hnds un1ıque ıte in his
0)81  (D sem1ı1nar the Opportunity her gıven »Stand«, 1n 1C. aCt10N 4AINOUNEFTS

5d5C the theme of the directly. the pralise of God and the SErVICE of neigh-
Michael eyer opened the torum Dy WadYy bor

of guided LtOUTr hrough the seventeenth The ftact that this SC1TI11OINL eals with
nıneteenth sect10nNs of Luther’s „Eın Sermon these orders under the headings of „Estate
VO  - dem heiligen hochwürdigen Sakrament of Marrı1age« ehelicher Stand« »Spiritual
der Taufe« 1519} /734, L /3/, 13 Estate« „geistlicher Stand«, here pertaliın-
Beyer’s analysis explained baptism the ıng monast1ıcısm and »(„overn1iıng ES-
justified identity of the Christian In tallen LAate« „»regierender Stand«, here pertainıng
WOT. and the three orders hierarchies 1shops and DaIsONS 1C. EeSTLAatLES ATIC

the places ın 1C Christians variously live themselves arranged 1nto graduated hierar-
OUuUt this OTIILC baptism. L1ving Outf baptism chy, led lively discussion of Luther’s
within these orders nothing other derstanding of the three orders » [JIreistäan-
than work and abor, suffering and dying. elehre« VCT agaınst his understanding of
aptısm's work 15 <1 SIN and the tlesh, the CW: oft ruling operatıng „»Zwel
and 1t adopts these orders 1ts theater Regımente« and his and/or Augustine’s
that destructive end Within the three orders (354-430] understanding of the LW king-
baptism continually labors break AIlYy Lran- OMS „Zwel Reiche«
quil satistaction with arthly life, preparıng Continumng his presentatıon under the
the Christian ıIn his her gıven »Stand« eading „Luthers Drei-Stände-Welt als (Ort
fOr eat christlicher Ex1istenz das Miteinander der

rıtten edifying literature tor the p1 betreiten Knechte« eyer sought present
OUS reader, this early SCTI1NOIL sStO0d ın sharp Luther’s understanding of the three orders

the DIELYy ot 1ts day. The reader 15 essenti1al element of early-modern ife
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In this regard the churchliness oft al] three SOTIT of g1V1INg and reCe1V1INg, between the
orders W äas stressed ell their tendency three orders. Second, Luther assumed and

overlap and intertwıne. toresaw SysStem ıIn 1C the ecclesia had
„Ihe three Orders lite-forms and the intentional and definitive teaching func-

three moOtifs«, the presented by Bern- t10nNn 1n the Q0econom1a and the politia; SCC

hard Erling, wrestled with il  Cultıes aM Luther’s 1530 „A SCII11LUOINL keeping children
ambiguities aSsociated Hrst with reconcil- 1n school«; 3 1L, 517-588 46, 207
ing and then with applying Luther’s under- 258 'his teaching tunction Lehrstand —
standing Jı the LW kingdoms and of the W as eImbodie: In the CISOIL of „the teaching
three orders 1n che modern CONLEXLT astOr«, Clearly, 0)81  CD 15 presented with dıit

Erling approached the ODP1C the hasıs ferent s1ıtuatıon today. Whether viewed trom
Anders Nygren’s 1890-1978] wOork 1n »Agape the perspect1ıve of the Amerıcan CONLTLEXT,
and C1UOS5« 1953). Here ygren identifies where 0)]81 Hnds sStrıct division of church
three motifs, that 1S, three aCtOrs vıirtues and State, trom the Finnish (:;erman
that g1ve particular hought SYSLTEINS and where the politia regulates reli-
outloolks their character. These motits he Z10US and moral education, the ecclesia
ca > agape«/ »CIOS5«, and »11011105 « These Lehrstand does NOL hold the place 1t did 1n
motifs underlie the Ad1L1S5SWCIS gıven Dy arl- Luther’s day. Yet the »separatıon of church
()US SYSTEINS of hought and world-outlooks and STAatE« alleged ın the United States

tundamental quest10ons of belief and hbe in the Amerı1cas, Daniel beros ffirmed
havior, gf alt and ethics. After articulat- of Argentina dare NOLT obstruct thed-
ing Nygren’s thesis that »d5dDC« I1- nent fact that religious and moral education
tially Christian and »CIOS« essentially 15 inherent in all educational yStems —
Greel WEIC synthesized by UOrıgen circa fact AL least recognized 1n the an of Er
185/86 C1rca 53/54)| and especially by Au ling  /  S European interlocutors
gustiıne Into „Charitas«, synthesis subse- Erling’s provided much gr1st for the
quently chattered by Luther, Erling went milling CONVersat1on, touching NOtTt only

chow how these three motits harmonize education, but Iso political and SOC10-
ith Luther’s r1ı-told distinction of ecclesia, eCONOMI1LC SYSTECINS. Hıs central thesis 15 that
0eCONOM14, and politia. Adding ın the Dal Luther’s understanding of the three orders

distinctions of Lehrstand, Nährstand, CAall best be approached and pplied 1n the
an Wehrstand, the Categorıes fOr the rest modern CONTLEXT from the standpoint of the
of the and the Zroup’s discussion WCIC three motits. Identifying Luther and his
rdered ollows ecclesia Lehr- derstanding of Christian love, and hereby
stand, O0econom1a 105 Nährstand, poli- his ethic, with the motif, Erling 5SUusS-
t1a Wehrstand. that OClety COU approach mora|

Posıng CONCFreLeE, CONtEMPOTFA- and religious education under the Categor1es
L quest10ons, Erling kept HIS CYC un of ds5dVDC, CIOS, and The gıven educa-
mental differences between the modern and tional SYStEIM WOU present and teach about
Retormation In Luther’s articula- al taiths actıve 1n the gıven land, but under
t107N of the three orders al least LW things this threetold heading (One WOUu CXPECL
ILLAY be observed. 1rst, there 15 . overlap, that the motif, characterized DYy selt
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g1V1INg love and thanlkful this S10NS of and justification under the
love, WOUu [0)881% predominate the other term »potent1a ordinata«, and, 1n addition,
LW moti{s, making LOOII tOr the VO1Ce of 1t played role ın this period’s Consideration
the ecclesia 1n 1ts Lehrstand function, of COVCENANT, testament and donation/gift.
educate NOL only the family (LIC half of the The late medieval consideration of divine
O0ecONOom1a but 1sSo the SOC10-2e@CONOMI1IC ordinance W ads enriched by analysis trom
workings the other haltf of the ()JECOI1LO- the perspect1ıve of Arıstotle’s tour CausSCs,
In 1a and the Overnment politia f the 1C late medieval theology the
gıven SOCI1etY. of instrumenta|l u  J i1vided into

1SEtO SAaadarınen’s presented mıd the subcategories of prımary and secondary
week short presentatıion, COuU well have instrumental CAausSeces Saarınen SCCS5 Luther
served introduction the ole of approprlating these distinctions he artıc-
this SsSem1nar’s discussions. Hereın Saarınen ulates pOosıtıve place for Christian actıon
deals with h1s OW. particular lInterest In this ın „the arthly kingdom«, ın the OCCOIMNO-

sem1ınar’s theme, namely consideration of mnm1a and politia, understanding Christians
the three orders divine ordinances. secondary instrumental Causcs Luther’s

Considering Luther 1n relation the ethics 1n regard the ecclesia, however,
thical SYSLTEINS of his day, Saarınen eals maın I8010)8> nuanced. He claims reticence
especially with Aristotelian 1384-322} ethics by Luther speak of human beings 11 -

received In the medieval tradition. Wiıith strumental Causcs In the ecclesia, »„the SP1-
Luther he inds both approprlatıon and tual kingdom«, S1INCE this WOU 4A4IN0OUNETE

adaptation of Aristotelian ethics 1n the lat Pelagianism.
[CT middlie d5CS Here Luther’s r1i-told ()I - Illustrating his observatiıons 1n part by
dering of ecclesia, politia, and Qeconom1a WadY Jı Luther’s eXposıtıion of Psalm 127
reflects the divisions of Aristotle’s ethics 15352; HEL, 2658, 269, Saarınen A1l-

received 1ın the miıiddle d5C5S5 ethica I1Vves at „twotold V1CW of human AaBCI1CY «
nastıca trom Nichomachean Ethics ın the Qeconom1a and politia human actıon
ethica politica ftrom Politics — and ethica ILLAY be understood secondary INStru-
OQ0ecONOM1CA — trom Oeconomıics „Luther mental u  J but in the ecclesia human
replaced ethica monastıca with the ecclesial t10N IL11LAYy only be considered „ecclesjal« if 1t
order«, arsuCcd Saarınen. It 15 this »„eccle- proceeds trom alt and love ate-medieval

considerations oft an testamentc1al order«, somewhat resembling though
NOLT identical Aristotle’s understanding sutfice articulate SOTITt of -p
of prudence phronesis 1C. hiıs t1on In »„the arthly kingdom«, but all chort
then labors ne of being able ne theological Causality

of taith and love hus the three Oorders UINCThrough following the research of other
Luther scholars Saarınen identildes defi »YCpresSCNt graduated moral hierarchy«.
CIENCY 1ın the ailure observe the medieval Saarınen Cautlons agalınst extractiıng ALLYy

discussion of ethics trom the ole of Lu-notıon of ordinatıio De1l essential ele
oft Luther’s articulation of the three ther’s theology, the danger 1ın this A4ASC being

oOrders. The language of divine ordinance that OIC IL1L4Yy slip into Pelagianism. He (‚O1l1-

Wads IN OST COTILNLINOIIN 1ın late medieval discus- cludes that heological »doing« and philo
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sophical/ethical »doing« AdIC fundamentally Melanchthon’s attentıon Luther’s dis
ditfterent In the latter the doing flows trom tinctiıon of LAaw and Gospel and his under-
1LCASUIN an ightly disposed Wil_L, In the standing of the LWO regiments allows tOr the
tormer the doing f1ows solely trom al articulation of ethics and the law wiıthin

Saarınen continued his contribution the alling entirely 1nto the worldly
the ftorum with his »Renaılissance kingdom«, and In the household, 1C. »1C-

ethics and the uropean Retormation«. In IM a1ıns between worldly an ecclesiastical
h1s sectıion the Lutheran Reformation orders«.
Saarınen identifies Luther ell Upening this SsSem1nar’s Hrst SESS1ON, Saa-

rınen remarked that his interes 1n Luther’squainted with Aristotle’s Nichomachean
Ethics. Although Luther theologically reJeC- understanding of the three orders had been
ted Aristotle’s understanding of virtue along sparked by Prev10us sem1nars of the Luther
with medieval understandings of merit that Congress led Dy Oswald ayer The 200 /
SPIullg from the Samnce, Melanchthon olei11 sem1nar INaYy el NOL be the last that the
ully adapted Aristotle’s ethics iın L546 tOor his Luther ( ONgrESS 15 SCC this OD1IC LSDE-
„Philosophiae moralis epıtomes I1 duo Clally ın regard the ecclesia, this group’s
emendati aucCt1«, and PDIESCIVCS 1ts place discussions evidenced that there 15 ct1 work
1n the Protestant unıversıiıty. hbe done before clarity 15 eached

Luther Work and Vocatıon
Semiıinar leader oger Jensen
Berichterstatter: oger Jensen

'his sem1ınar titled „Work Vocat1ion« Initially oger Jensen S5dVC short ICSCIL-
plored Luther’s notıon of the thical CISON, tatıon of hOow the term „Calling« has een 1N-
ith special reference the retormer’s terpreted differently ın the history of Luther
derstanding of everyday work and VOCcatıon. research. Jensen argued that er e J DIE
We ocused (OQUT attentıon both Luther’s Holl invest1gators emphasized Luther’s
wrT1Ltings and the tradition of scholarly 1N- supposed division between church and SOC1-
terpretation. Although missed the (‚Oll- CLY 1Nto spheres. Therefore, argued
triıbutions ot several SeM1INAFr members who, jensen, the work of early Luther researchers
AL the last mınute had cancel, UL work such Christian TNS Luthardt 11823-1902),
led ONSCIHISU. that the theology of LU arl Eger 11864-1945|, and YTNS Troeltsch
ther particularly his understanding of 11865-1923| ell that of Schitter
catıon represents vital for m od- deckers 1902], eIim Stapel 1882-1954)
C111 thical reflection. and Arno Deutelmoser 1907-1983| COU.
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