
Melanchthon-hineingezogen wurde, gab ıhm poli- entsprechende
tische DDimens1i10n. Memorl1a, auch WECI111 eiInNne Melanch-

I DIie Abschlussdiskussion beton- thon-Biographik durch Schüler und
t } 455 die 11 der Fremdperspektive Freunde exıstliert. Auffällig ıSt,
auf Luther und Melanchthon welchen 7Zwecken 1114  = die Luther-
NnNufzifen Typologien 7zume11ınst VOo  = emor1A NnNufLzie Neben rTeın infor-
den beiden Reformatoren selhst matorischen Zielen stehen der pa
schaffen worden Während dagogische und seelsorgerliche F1n
61 11 eiINer reichen Luther-Memo- SatZ, aber auch die Dolemische und
r12 kultiviert und 11 den theologi- legitimatorische Instrumentalisıie-
schen Kontroversen jeweils S1ıtUA- Tung VOo  = Erinnerungskultur und
tionsgebunden ZgCNULTLZT wurden, Autoritätskonstruktion.
pflegten die Ze1ıtgenossen kaum C1-

Luther’s ma Catechism
Sem1nar Leader: James AÄArne Nestingen
Reporters: Anna Marıe Johnson A James AÄArne Nestingen
Shortly before the Luther (LONZTESS LOON, Canada], Änna Martie J/ohnson
assembled, the original SCM1NAT Garrett SEM1INAaFrY, Ekvanston, USA|,
leader wıthdrew. Consequently, /ohn PlIess Concordia SemM1NarYy,
wıth DPIrev10US Dplanning 11 place Ort ayne, USA|, Wilhelm Wehbher
ANBT insutfficient tiıme PICDAIC Lutheran SEM1INAaFrY, Pretor1a, South
PCIS, the SCeM1LNAT had hbe a - Africa| A Hans eirtsma (Augs
ranged the hasıs of ral reDOTTS burg College, Minneapolis, USA|

The Small Catechism W 1415 NOTCONCcCeEmMN£g research already under
WaAY. James AÄArne Nestingen, profes- wrıtten for academıc PUTDOSCS, hut

SCTIVC famılies 11 the InstructionS()T emerıtus Luther SEM1INAaFrY, St
Paul, Mınnesota ] W 145 asked of theır children 1 the OMe

take VCT the lead The members Thus, while there has een 1LMDOY-
of the SCeM1LNAT WETIC Paolo USS LANnT scholarship devoted the

SCEM1INATY, Brazil), (zordon techism, IMNOST work wıth 1t 111 -
Jenson Luther SeEM1INAarY, Saska- volves study of 1ts USC 1 Christian
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hineingezogen wurde, gab ihm poli-
tische Dimension.

Die Abschlussdiskussion beton-
te, dass die in der Fremdperspektive 
auf Luther und Melanchthon ge-
nutzten Typologien zumeist von 
den beiden Reformatoren selbst ge-
schaffen worden waren. Während 
sie in einer reichen Luther-Memo-
ria kultiviert und in den theologi-
schen Kontroversen jeweils situa-
tionsgebunden genutzt wurden, 
pflegten die Zeitgenossen kaum ei-

ne entsprechende Melanchthon- 
Memoria, auch wenn eine Melanch-
thon-Biographik durch Schüler und 
Freunde existiert. Auffällig ist, zu 
welchen Zwecken man die Luther- 
Memoria nutzte. Neben rein infor-
matorischen Zielen stehen der pä-
dagogische und seelsorgerliche Ein-
satz, aber auch die polemische und 
legitimatorische Instrumentalisie-
rung von Erinnerungskultur und 
Autoritätskonstruktion.

Luther’s Small Catechism
Seminar Leader: James Arne Nestingen

Reporters: Anna Marie Johnson and James Arne Nestingen

Shortly before the Luther Congress 
assembled, the original seminar 
leader withdrew. Consequently, 
with no previous planning in place 
and insufficient time to prepare pa-
pers, the seminar had to be ar-
ranged on the basis of oral reports 
concerning research already under 
way. James Arne Nestingen, profes-
sor emeritus Luther Seminary, St. 
Paul, Minnesota (USA), was asked 
to take over the lead. The members 
of the seminar were Paolo Buss 
(IELB seminary, Brazil), Gordon 
Jenson (Luther Seminary, Saska-

toon, Canada), Anna Marie Johnson 
(Garrett Seminary, Evanston, USA), 
John Pless (Concordia Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, USA), Wilhelm Weber 
(Lutheran Seminary, Pretoria, South 
Africa) and Hans Weirsma (Augs-
burg College, Minneapolis, USA).

The Small Catechism was not 
written for academic purposes, but 
to serve families in the instruction 
of their children in the home. 
Thus, while there has been impor-
tant scholarship devoted to the ca-
techism, most work with it in-
volves study of its use in Christian 
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education. The SCM1NAT approached the Church of Finland has published
Luther A catechesis from 11UL111- several omaller volumes for CON8IC-
ber of angles, hut cshared the (OI11- gational W5  ®

1110 CONVICtLON that Luther’s C4aTe- The IMNOST ımportant scholarly
chısm A catechetical WTILLLNES work the Small Catechism W 145

WEETC overlooked A under-va- published by Herbert Girgensohn
Iued aSpecCL of hıs thought. In I1LaLlLYy 11 L[W: volumes 11 the USA, Teach
WAaYS, each of the presentations 1 INg Luther’s Catechism, |DIS)
VC  = cshowed the centrality of C4aTe- berstein, 1959; A IM OST 1LMDOT-
chetical 1SSUES 11 Luther’s theol tantly by Peters, Kommentar

Luthers Katechismen, volumes,Nes tingen led ff the SCM1NAT Peter’'s definitive i-
wıth repOort the Current of MmMent has een translated 1Nnto Eng
catechetical studies. There ATC LW  @] lısh by Thomas ITrotter A pDub
Maın LYDCS invest1gations of the lıshed by Concordia Publishing
Small Catechism DILmMary House, St LOU1S.
SOUTCEC 1 C‘hristian educatıon PTO- Mattı Poutiainen of the Cathe

ANBT academıc study. Luther- dral Parısh 11 Helsinkı reported
USC of the Small Catechismchurches 1 Ekurope A 11 the

VAarı0us countries which Luther- 11 C‘hristian education
A115 aAVeE immigrated aVe (OI11- throughout Finland. ınety DPCI
monly produced studies of the CENT of Finniıish s-year-olds Dartıc1-
Small Catechism Dprimarily for rel1i- pate 1 cClasses; 77 V become church
21008 PUTDOSCS. These iıntroductions members. SINg PowerPoint, IDr
aVe reflected the theological 1LLUVC- Poutiainen demonstrated how the

intluential 11 the churches: chief of the catechısm ATC CT

Orthodoxy, pleti1sm A rationalısm. 1 SCIS of triangles Invıte STU-

Johan Michael Reu of Wartburg dents 1nto urther reflection. He
Semıiınary 1 Dubugque, USA, pub 4lsO distributed COD1LES of the lıtera-
lıshed classıc erman-Ämerıcan ture produced for thiıs PUTITDOSC
LTrCALMECNL, Luther’s Small ate- In the presentatıon by (zordon
chism. In the 197/705, Nestingen A Jensen, he examıned how Christian
Gerhard Forde TeE Bbe P1LeLY taught through catechesis

Handhook Luther’s Small (‚ßa W 145 shaped by the Oorder of the tradı-
techism, which W 1415 widely sed 11 tional of the catechısm 1 the
parish InNstruction. More recently, 6th CENTLUFY! The Apostles’ Creed,
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education. The seminar approached 
Luther and catechesis from a num-
ber of angles, but shared the com-
mon conviction that Luther’s cate-
chism and catechetical writings 
were an overlooked and under-va-
lued aspect of his thought. In many 
ways, each of the presentations gi-
ven showed the centrality of cate-
chetical issues in Luther’s theol-
ogy.

Nestingen led off the seminar 
with a report on the current state of 
catechetical studies. There are two 
main types: investigations of the 
Small Catechism as a primary re-
source in Christian education pro-
grams and academic study. Luther-
an churches in Europe and in the 
various countries to which Luther-
ans have immigrated have com-
monly produced studies of the 
Small Catechism primarily for reli-
gious purposes. These introductions 
have reflected the theological move-
ments influential in the churches: 
orthodoxy, pietism and rationalism. 
Johan Michael Reu of Wartburg 
Seminary in Dubuque, USA, pub-
lished a classic German-American 
treatment, Luther’s Small Cate-
chism. In the 1970s, Nestingen and 
Gerhard O. Forde wrote Free to Be: 
A Handbook to Luther’s Small Ca-
techism, which was widely used in 
parish instruction. More recently, 

the Church of Finland has published 
several smaller volumes for congre-
gational use.

The most important scholarly 
work on the Small Catechism was 
published by Herbert Girgensohn 
in two volumes in the USA, Teach-
ing Luther’s Catechism, tr. J. Do-
berstein, 1959; and most impor-
tantly by A. Peters, Kommentar zu 
Luthers Katechismen, 5 volumes, 
1990–1994. Peter’s definitive treat-
ment has been translated into Eng-
lish by Thomas Trotter and pub-
lished by Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis.

Matti Poutiainen of the Cathe-
dral Parish in Helsinki reported 
on use of the Small Catechism 
in Christian education programs 
throughout Finland. Ninety per 
cent of Finnish 15-year-olds partici-
pate in classes; 77% become church 
members. Using PowerPoint, Dr. 
Poutiainen demonstrated how the 
chief parts of the catechism are set 
up in sets of triangles to invite stu-
dents into further reflection. He 
also distributed copies of the litera-
ture produced for this purpose.

In the presentation by Gordon 
Jensen, he examined how Christian 
piety as taught through catechesis 
was shaped by the order of the tradi-
tional parts of the catechism in the 
16th century: The Apostles’ Creed, 
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A the Lord’sthe Decalogue, techı1sm 11 particular Order fos
Prayer. He compared three late ter A shape the P1LeLY of the PCOU-
medieval catechisms; the first by ple
Lhetrich Kolde, wh first published Hans 1ersma presented

Fruitful Mirror Small Hand DOTrT hıs wOrk, drawing
Luther’s catechısm forhook for Christians 1 1470; The

InNg’S Primer, attrıbuted Thomas modern college students. 1ersma
C.ranmer, A 4lsO known Ne CCS the catechısm rich SOUTCEC

CESSAarV HDoctrine an Erudition for of C‘hristian formatıion for the Dar-
ÄNY Christian Man, published 11 ticular challenges of today’s

543; ANBT Martın Luther’s Small (‚a adults. The radıcal quest1i1on1ıng of
techism, first published 11 15209 inherited faiıth that Often AGCOINDE-
The Oorder 11 which the Creed, 165 the college includes de
Lord’s Prayer A Decalogue WEETC SITE explore the fundamental te-

Dlaced 1 catechısms W 1415 cshown eis of Christianity. Luther’s i-
make difference 11 understanding MmMent of the commandments, the
the goal A focus of the C‘hristian creed, PTIaycl A the SACTrAMENLTL.
lıfe FOr example, the Kolde C4aTe- (CA£A  = NOT only iıntorm adults
chısm placed the Decalogue third, these tODLCS, hut they 4lsO Offer
intending 1t hbe ‚guide living: thematiıc emphases that
while Luther Dlaced 1t first, part wıth the of emerg1ng

adults. The comMmMANdments (CA£A  =of self-evaluation. Similarly, the
Dlacement of the Lord’s Prayer help them probe the 1SSUES of Jegal
might determiıne whether PIayeCcl 157 A hypocrisy VCTITSUS Spırıt
ANBT worship W 145 CC the COTC of led, cONsıstent faith; the creed (CA£A  =

the Christian life, structured 11 hbe Opportuniıty explore the
the INZS Primern, spiritual question of cCertainty; the i-
too| hbe sed 1 preparatıon for lıv MmMent of PTIaycl 15 WAaY frame
1ng that life, enabling ()I1 follow quest10ns of free will, fate A the
the requırements of the Decalogue. role of humanity 11 the A4ST Uun1-
The InNg’S Primer 4lsoO helped shape Luther’s Lre4A1tmMeEeNT of a_

the emphasis worship A 4lsO Offers hope 1 theır -
PIaVyCI, which 15 AI the heart of the phasis (10d’s PrOom1ses, which
Book Of (‚ommon Prayer It W 1415 (CA£A  = speak powerfully the VDCI1L-
concluded that each of these C4aTe- C555 A uncertaiınty of the early
chismse arranged the of the adult Luther’s INsıstence that
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the Decalogue, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. He compared three late 
medieval catechisms; the first by 
Dietrich Kolde, who first published 
A Fruitful Mirror or Small Hand-
book for Christians in 1470; The 
King’s Primer, attributed to Thomas 
Cranmer, and also known as A Ne-
cessary Doctrine and Erudition for 
Any Christian Man, published in 
1543; and Martin Luther’s Small Ca-
techism, first published in 1529. 
The order in which the Creed, 
Lord’s Prayer and Decalogue were 
placed in catechisms was shown to 
make a difference in understanding 
the goal and focus of the Christian 
life. For example, the Kolde cate-
chism placed the Decalogue third, 
intending it to be a ›guide to living‹ 
while Luther placed it first, as a part 
of self-evaluation. Similarly, the 
placement of the Lord’s Prayer 
might determine whether prayer 
and worship was seen as the core of 
the Christian life, as structured in 
the King’s Primer, or as a spiritual 
tool to be used in preparation for liv-
ing that life, enabling one to follow 
the requirements of the Decalogue. 
The King’s Primer also helped shape 
the emphasis on worship and 
prayer, which is at the heart of the 
Book of Common Prayer. It was 
concluded that each of these cate-
chisms arranged the parts of the ca-

techism in a particular order to fos-
ter and shape the piety of the peo-
ple.

Hans Wiersma presented a re-
port on his work, drawing on 
Luther’s catechism as a resource for 
modern college students. Wiersma 
sees the catechism as a rich source 
of Christian formation for the par-
ticular challenges of today’s young 
adults. The radical questioning of 
inherited faith that often accompa-
nies the college years includes a de-
sire to explore the fundamental te-
nets of Christianity. Luther’s treat-
ment of the commandments, the 
creed, prayer and the sacraments 
can not only inform young adults 
on these topics, but they also offer 
thematic emphases that resonate 
with the concerns of emerging 
adults. The commandments can 
help them probe the issues of legal-
ism and hypocrisy versus Spirit- 
led, consistent faith; the creed can 
be an opportunity to explore the 
question of certainty; the treat-
ment of prayer is a way to frame 
questions of free will, fate and the 
role of humanity in the vast uni-
verse. Luther’s treatment of sacra-
ments also offers hope in their em-
phasis on God’s promises, which 
can speak powerfully to the open-
ness and uncertainty of the early 
adult years. Luther’s insistence that 
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CVCIY C‘hristian has (GGod-given A Luther’s approach the Bible
vocatıon (CA£A  = help 4ASSUTC all cShOow that Luther constructed
adults that theır lıves aAVeE 111C411- hıs theology OUuUT of faıth A 11
1ng beyond the judgments of theır der teach the faith Luther’s C4{TE-

SOCLETY. chıism ( ALLIC OuUTt of the observatıon
presentatıon by Paolo USS that lay people dıd NOT know the

detailed the project underway 11 rudiıments of C‘hristian faith, A 1
Brazıl translate Luther’s works Lt, he intended Dprovide herme-
1Nnto Portuguese. Despite centurıes neut1ic for both pastor A CON8IC-
of Lutherans living 11 Brazil, Portu- n In the chief of the C4aTe-

translations dıd NOT begin chism, (CA£A  = CC Luther’s Dastoral
t11 the because IM OST DaStOFrSs ent The first comMmMANdment OT1-
A I1LaLlLYy lay people before then CNTISs Dastoral CATC focus how
could read (‚erman. The first Por C10d 15 being loved A feared 1
LUZUESEC Boaolc of Concord appeared each s1ıtuation. The tahle of duties
11 1980; the first volume of Luther’s A the daily PIAaVyVeIS Luther S:
works 11 Portuguese W 145 published 4lsO Or1ent faith toward 1ts
11 19853 Currently, IB volumes ATC 4ACTIMENT 11 daily life Finally, Pless
11 print OUuUT of the 1 volumes detailed the WAaYyS 11 which Luther
Dlanned under the editorship of Rı sed Scriıpture 11 Dastoral CATC G1-
cCardo Riıeth The Current transla- tuatıons address anxı1ety, doubt
t10n7n of Luther’s Small Catechism Luther’s wrıttenA despair.
1Nnto Portuguese includes the expla- SOLLTCECS of consolation SPDall the full
natıons added the English VCI- of lıfe eXperlieNCes, from POV -
S1072 1 the nıneteenth CENLUFLY by CITLYy persecution death, A
Heinrich C‘hristian Schwann. Luther’s T1CSPDONSCS chow that hıs

/ohn Pless introduced hıs forth theology 15 inherently practical.
COMINS book, which 15 aımed AI Änna Martie J/ohnson presented
DaStOFrSs A Luther her research Luther’s earliest de
practical theologian. Pless votional works. During the early
that Luther’s ProtEeSt began wıth of Luther’s CONLFOVEISY wıth
Dastoral CONMNCETN VCT the USC of 111 - Rome, 1515—1520, he ILLALLY
dulgences. Throughout Luther’s SCTLLNOTNS A treatıses practical
life, he framed his theology 1 PTaCc- AatLters These works WETIC usually
tical 7 the Law-Gospel [DIs wrıtten AI his iInıtlatıve, A the
tinct10on, the Theology of the (LTOSS, conflict Dprogressed, he composed
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every Christian has a God-given 
vocation can help assure young 
adults that their lives have mean-
ing beyond the judgments of their 
society.

A presentation by Paolo Buss 
detailed the project underway in 
Brazil to translate Luther’s works 
into Portuguese. Despite centuries 
of Lutherans living in Brazil, Portu-
guese translations did not begin un-
til the 1980s because most pastors 
and many lay people before then 
could read German. The first Por-
tuguese Book of Concord appeared 
in 1980; the first volume of Luther’s 
works in Portuguese was published 
in 1983. Currently, 11 volumes are 
in print out of the 17 volumes 
planned under the editorship of Ri-
cardo Rieth. The current transla-
tion of Luther’s Small Catechism 
into Portuguese includes the expla-
nations added to the English ver-
sion in the nineteenth century by 
Heinrich Christian Schwann.

John Pless introduced his forth-
coming book, which is aimed at 
pastors and presents Luther as a 
practical theologian. Pless notes 
that Luther’s protest began with a 
pastoral concern over the use of in-
dulgences. Throughout Luther’s 
life, he framed his theology in prac-
tical terms; the Law-Gospel Dis-
tinction, the Theology of the Cross, 

and Luther’s approach to the Bible 
all show that Luther constructed 
his theology out of faith and in or-
der to teach the faith. Luther’s cate-
chism came out of the observation 
that lay people did not know the 
rudiments of Christian faith, and in 
it, he intended to provide a herme-
neutic for both pastor and congre-
gants. In the chief parts of the cate-
chism, we can see Luther’s pastoral 
bent. The first commandment ori-
ents pastoral care to focus on how 
God is being loved and feared in 
each situation. The table of duties 
and the daily prayers Luther sug-
gests also orient faith toward its en-
actment in daily life. Finally, Pless 
detailed the ways in which Luther 
used Scripture in pastoral care si-
tuations to address anxiety, doubt 
and despair. Luther’s written 
sources of consolation span the full 
range of life experiences, from pov-
erty to persecution to death, and 
Luther’s responses show that his 
theology is inherently practical.

Anna Marie Johnson presented 
her research on Luther’s earliest de-
votional works. During the early 
years of Luther’s controversy with 
Rome, 1518–1520, he wrote many 
sermons and treatises on practical 
matters. These works were usually 
written at his initiative, and as the 
conflict progressed, he composed 
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them 1 (‚erman instead of Latın 1ng C‘hristian practices CeEeNTier
The cheer number of devotional thiıs CONMNCETN for works-righteous-
works cshows that Luther had C555 A pPromoting faith 11 (10d’s
practical, catechetical ent from Prom1ses. In ( IILIC ‚&  } Luther ad
the earliest of hıs reform V1ISES the abolition of certaın rel1-

These works also chow 21008 practices, hut Often he 41MsSs
the Dpractical, Dastoral NALUre of hıs reshape practices change
theological conflict wıth Rome. the WAaY they ATC understood. ead
Throughout these WTI1LLLNES, Luther 1ng these SOLUTCECS alongside the
emphasizes that humans CANNOT COUNTS of Luther’s conflict wıth
Carn mertiıit before (10d hut instead Rome chows the Dastoral 16450115

MUST learn 11 (10d’s for Luther’s ProtesT.
H1s recommMendations for reform -

HMetas et Eruditio. Concepts of Education 1n
Retormation Theology
Sem1nar Leader: Marlkus Wriedt

Reporter: Marlkus Wriedt

total of eleven scholars took ad theır riends A students. Their
vantage of the SCM1NAT chaiıred by WTI1LtLINES could SCTITVC springboard
Markıus Wriedt, Cioethe Unıiversity for the examınatıon of practical

forms 11 schools A unıversıties.Frankfurt Maın. He suggested
discuss the following PCISDCC- It W 145 Dlanned aAVeE chort PIC-

t1Ves: (OQne of the Maın features of sentations, SOUTCEC readings A
the Wittenberg Reformation W 145 nel discuss1ions Varlı0us tOD1CS of
thorough reform of education ANBT the Wittenberg Reformation A 1ts
schooling. Though NOT exclusively School Reform. The leading UUCS-
inıtiated by Luther, hıs PTOSTaM- tıon of the ınvest1igation W 145 the
matıc WTI1LtLNgS became widespread u for specific evangelical
ANBT WEETC practically completed by form 11 COmMPparıson wıth other
Melanchthon A large number of form ‚ Humanıists, Catho
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them in German instead of Latin. 
The sheer number of devotional 
works shows that Luther had a 
practical, catechetical bent from 
the earliest years of his reform 
movement. These works also show 
the practical, pastoral nature of his 
theological conflict with Rome. 
Throughout these writings, Luther 
emphasizes that humans cannot 
earn merit before God but instead 
must learn to trust in God’s grace. 
His recommendations for reform-

ing Christian practices center on 
this concern for works-righteous-
ness and promoting faith in God’s 
promises. In some cases, Luther ad-
vises the abolition of certain reli-
gious practices, but often he aims 
to reshape practices or to change 
the way they are understood. Read-
ing these sources alongside the ac-
counts of Luther’s conflict with 
Rome shows the pastoral reasons 
for Luther’s protest.

Pietas et Eruditio. Concepts of Education in 
Reformation Theology
Seminar Leader: Markus Wriedt

Reporter: Markus Wriedt

A total of eleven scholars took ad-
vantage of the seminar chaired by 
Markus Wriedt, Goethe University 
Frankfurt am Main. He suggested 
to discuss the following perspec-
tives: One of the main features of 
the Wittenberg Reformation was a 
thorough reform of education and 
schooling. Though not exclusively 
initiated by Luther, his program-
matic writings became widespread 
and were practically completed by 
Melanchthon and a large number of 

their friends and students. Their 
writings could serve as springboard 
for the examination of practical re-
forms in schools and universities. 
It was planned to have short pre-
sentations, source readings and pa-
nel discussions on various topics of 
the Wittenberg Reformation and its 
School Reform. The leading ques-
tion of the investigation was the 
quest for a specific evangelical re-
form in comparison with other re-
form attempts (Humanists, Catho-

260 

ISBN Print: 9783525874455 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647874456
© 2013, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen


