
The Legacy of Swedish Luther Rena1l1ssance

Sem1nar Leader: oger Jensen

Reporter: Oger Jensen

The goal of the SCM1NAT W 1415 dıs development 11 representing
(UL55 distinctive features of the epistemological framework for the
twentieth CENLUFLY Swedish Luther understanding of the teaching of
Rena1iıssance A 1ts legacy for (0()[1- the L[W: realms modern PIC-
LCMPOFATY Swedish Luther research. M1ses. Jensen pointed urther
The partıcıpants presented chort the influence of neo-Kantıan eP1S-
DCIS focusing hıstorical A theo- temology 11 the Luther research of

thlogical aSpECIS. These aSDECTS WEETC the CENLUFY.
explored 11 Comparatıve WAaY 11 ()ne of the Maın differences
discussing the parallel development from the (‚erman Luther Renaıi1s-
1 the (‚erman Luther Renaı1ssance. 5  I1  } according Jensen, W 145 the

Oger /Jensen led the first SCMU1- speclal focus Cz0od acting in his
11ATr SESSION by both Droviding lar LOTY. Yet, Jensen argued that the
SCI framework for USC 1 the SCMU1- neo-Kantıan influence 1 episte-
11ATr discussions A discussing the mology W 145 4lsO present 11 the
methodological approach of Custaf Swedish Luther Rena1lssance, OTa-

Wıngren In thıs framework, Jensen bly 11 Anders ygren Exactly thiıs
especlally discussed the not1i1on of aSpeCL W 1415 eriticızed by Clustaf
vocatıon related modernızatıon Wıngren, Jensen. CLONtrary the
A enlightenment, A the chal conceptual focus of ygren A the
lenges thıs development motift research, Wıngren sought
theology. The not1i1on of prıvatıza- WAaY of making the CONCreTlLe, tangı-
t10N, the separatıon of public from hle A empirical the startıng Do1nNt
prıvate spheres, W 1415 exemplitfied 11 of theology. In seeking alterna-
the debate, A different DOS1Lt10NS t1ve WAY, Wıngren developed what

Luther’s understanding of 0(CA- he called Adoubhle phenomenologi-
t10n WEETC presented. Jensen argued cal Ortentation 1 theology, (OI11-

that Kantıan Dphilosophy W 145 11 bining creational theology wıth the
ILLALLY WAaYyYS precondition for thıs kerygmatic approach DOs1ıtion
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The Legacy of Swedish Luther Renaissance

Seminar Leader: Roger Jensen

Reporter: Roger Jensen

The goal of the seminar was to dis-
cuss distinctive features of the 
twentieth century Swedish Luther 
Renaissance and its legacy for con-
temporary Swedish Luther research. 
The participants presented short pa-
pers focusing on historical and theo-
logical aspects. These aspects were 
explored in a comparative way in 
discussing the parallel development 
in the German Luther Renaissance.

Roger Jensen led the first semi-
nar session by both providing a lar-
ger framework for use in the semi-
nar discussions and discussing the 
methodological approach of Gustaf 
Wingren. In this framework, Jensen 
especially discussed the notion of 
vocation related to modernization 
and enlightenment, and the chal-
lenges this development meant to 
theology. The notion of privatiza-
tion, the separation of public from 
private spheres, was exemplified in 
the debate, and different positions 
on Luther’s understanding of voca-
tion were presented. Jensen argued 
that Kantian philosophy was in 
many ways a precondition for this 

development in representing an 
epistemological framework for the 
understanding of the teaching of 
the two realms on modern pre-
mises. Jensen pointed further to 
the influence of neo-Kantian epis-
temology in the Luther research of 
the 20th century.

One of the main differences 
from the German Luther Renais-
sance, according to Jensen, was the 
special focus on God acting in his-
tory. Yet, Jensen argued that the 
neo-Kantian influence in episte-
mology was also present in the 
Swedish Luther Renaissance, nota-
bly in Anders Nygren. Exactly this 
aspect was criticized by Gustaf 
Wingren, so Jensen. Contrary to the 
conceptual focus of Nygren and the 
motif research, Wingren sought a 
way of making the concrete, tangi-
ble and empirical the starting point 
of theology. In seeking an alterna-
tive way, Wingren developed what 
he called a double phenomenologi-
cal orientation in theology, com-
bining creational theology with the 
kerygmatic approach – a position 
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that avoıded the pitfalls that ( ALLIC Unı1iversity presented the
characterize much of the (‚er Swedish theologian Arvıd Runes-

1114  = Luther Rena1iıssance marked La  = A hıs VIECWS sanctifica-
by neo-Kantıan epistemology. t107. Johannesson’s desıire W 145

Marıa Erling of Gettysburg take the presecnt day »subjective
Semıiınary discussed the Varlı0us TUrNnN« A the ınterest 11 spiritual-
WAaYyS that Swedish perspect1ives Lty ser10usly A understand A
Luther’s theology WEETC transmıiıtted shape 1t through the filter of the

Mertrıca 11 the walke of World Lutheran tradıtion.theological
War I1 Particularly ımportant W 1415 Such discussion naturally DOo1NtS
the eed salvage Luther’s reputa- 11 the direction of the meanıng? of
t10n7n after the capıtulation of large sanctification A ch; en lısted Ru

of the (‚erman church N az nNnesSTAM 4aSS1St her wıth thiıs PTIO-
151 Furthermore, Swedish Luther- Ject. Johannesson noted how Ru
A115 11 the United States WETIC lnter- nNnesSTAM identifies Luther’s Bondage
ested 11 usıng Luther Promote Of +he WIil unavoıdable chal
theır ()W. 0al of healing divisıons lenge for ALLYy meaningful CXDOSL-

VAarl0us branches of Luther- tıon of Lutheran theology; he 4lsoO
A115 An essent1al transmıtter of sed the turn of the (‚erman philo
Luther’s theology Mertrıca W 1415 sopher Wilhelm Wındelband
Edgar Carlson. Another key SOUTCEC help explicate the Varlı0us relatıon-
W 145 the vısıt DOSTL-War Scandıina- sShips between psychological A
V12 by arl Rasmussen solicıt moral reedom 1 the human S11l
manuscr1pts for Muhlenberg Press Ject.
for DOossible translations. In the following discussion, 1t

Critical discuss1i0ons 11 the W 145 pointed OuUTt that Runestam’s
SCM1NAT centered the NALUre of interpretation of Luther might
Rasmussen’s work A the lnter- the human subject degree of
pretive lens he sed AI C UCS- reedom suggested by the
t107Ns of hıs subjects. Whiıch theolo- former. The urther CONversatıon
21aNs WEETC visıted A which boolks included Runestam’s USC of Wıind
mertited translation? Also, Rasmus- elband help explain the reedom
sen’s idiosyncratic style Ta1lses 15- of the 111 11 modern CONTEXT It
“11CS5 for the hıstorian about ACCLL- W 145 noted that Wındelband W 145

TAaCY of transcrıption. pre-Freudian 11 hıs analysis of the
Karın J/ohannesson of Uppsala 111 ANBT that thıs hıs work
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that avoided the pitfalls that came 
to characterize much of the Ger-
man Luther Renaissance marked 
by neo-Kantian epistemology.

Maria Erling of Gettysburg 
Seminary discussed the various 
ways that Swedish perspectives on 
Luther’s theology were transmitted 
to America in the wake of World 
War II. Particularly important was 
the need to salvage Luther’s reputa-
tion after the capitulation of large 
parts of the German church to Naz-
ism. Furthermore, Swedish Luther-
ans in the United States were inter-
ested in using Luther to promote 
their own goal of healing divisions 
among various branches of Luther-
ans. An essential transmitter of 
Luther’s theology to America was 
Edgar Carlson. Another key source 
was the visit to post-war Scandina-
via by Carl Rasmussen to solicit 
manuscripts for Muhlenberg Press 
for possible translations.

Critical discussions in the 
seminar centered on the nature of 
Rasmussen’s work and the inter-
pretive lens he used to ask ques-
tions of his subjects. Which theolo-
gians were visited and which books 
merited translation? Also, Rasmus-
sen’s idiosyncratic style raises is-
sues for the historian about accu-
racy of transcription.

Karin Johannesson of Uppsala 

University presented a paper on the 
Swedish theologian Arvid Runes-
tam and his views on sanctifica-
tion. Johannesson’s desire was to 
take the present day »subjective 
turn« and the interest in spiritual-
ity seriously and to understand and 
shape it through the filter of the 
Lutheran theological tradition. 
Such a discussion naturally points 
in the direction of the meaning of 
sanctification and she enlisted Ru-
nestam to assist her with this pro-
ject. Johannesson noted how Ru-
nestam identifies Luther’s Bondage 
of the Will as an unavoidable chal-
lenge for any meaningful exposi-
tion of a Lutheran theology; he also 
used the turn of the German philo-
sopher Wilhelm Windelband to 
help explicate the various relation-
ships between psychological and 
moral freedom in the human sub-
ject.

In the following discussion, it 
was pointed out that Runestam’s 
interpretation of Luther might 
grant the human subject a degree of 
freedom never suggested by the re-
former. The further conversation 
included Runestam’s use of Wind-
elband to help explain the freedom 
of the will in a modern context. It 
was noted that Windelband was 
pre-Freudian in his analysis of the 
will and that this meant his work 
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W 1415 unduly intluenced by the OptL- preaching 1t CINCI8CS 1 his boaolz
mM 1ısm of the Enlightenment A preaching | WINGREN, Predi
neo-Kantıan epistemology. kan En principiell studie, 1949).

Leif Svensson from Umea Unı GC1irmalm eEX4M1INES how Wıngren
vers1ity presented critical Ofe brings the human A Christian
the LW kingdoms doctrine 11 the gether by usiıng the notıion of COFIN-
Swedish Luther Renaıissance. In hıs MUNICAtFIO ideomatum, A how

thiısPapDpcCl, Svensson analyzes studies methodological approach
by F1ınar Billing, Custaf Törnvall, marks what ( ALLIC hbe the hall
Custaft Wıngren A DPer Frostin 11 mark of the theology of Wıngren,
Order highlight A problematize combining creational ANBT keryg-
what he CCS the » Troeltschian« matıc theology. The boaolz Predikan
NALUre of the Swedish LW king- represented clash wıth the meth-
OMS interpretations, especlally: ods of Lundensian theology, the
the understanding of the church motift research, ANBT wıth Anders

spiritual entLty Christian lıfe 15 ygren The bringing together of
all about INner COMMUNLELY wıth preaching and theology W 1415 CY1t1-
( 0d), the reduction of C‘hristian cized for being non-academic, hut
ethics INner spiritual sphere denotes the practical turn 11 Wıng
of dispositions, A a_ ren’s theology A the making of

+he phenomena Of preaching 1Nntofcive STIrESS obedience author-
1LYy the startıng polnt of theological

Critical discussions 1 the work.
The discussionSCMI1INAT ocused the question following

what degree the Swedish LW king- pointed how LIC reading of
dom interpretations ATC subject the bool Predikan (CA£A  = lead 11C

Ernst Troeltsch’s CY1Lt1C1SM of insights regarding Wıngren’'s theo-
Lutheran ethics. The development logical 411 of bringing the diviıne
of Troeltsch’s cr1ıt1que by C John A the human together, namely
Howard VYoder A Alasdaır 42CIN through theology of 1INcarnatıon
LYIC W 1415 suggested hbe LMPDOT- A Christology aSDECTS neglected
LANT challenge for CONLEMDOTA 11 the later Wıngren-receptlion. The
Lutheran theology. urther discussion ocused +he

Thomas Girmalm from Umea problem of universality 1 Wıngren
Unıiversity presented TExXT discuss- regarding hıs understanding of the
1ng Custaft Wıngren’'s theory of Word, the preaching, the preacher
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was unduly influenced by the opti-
mism of the Enlightenment and a 
neo-Kantian epistemology.

Leif Svensson from Umeå Uni-
versity presented a critical note on 
the two kingdoms doctrine in the 
Swedish Luther Renaissance. In his 
paper, Svensson analyzes studies 
by Einar Billing, Gustaf Törnvall, 
Gustaf Wingren and Per Frostin in 
order to highlight and problematize 
what he sees as the »Troeltschian« 
nature of the Swedish two king-
doms interpretations, especially: a) 
the understanding of the church as 
a spiritual entity (Christian life is 
all about an inner community with 
God), b) the reduction of Christian 
ethics to an inner spiritual sphere 
of dispositions, and c) a conserva-
tive stress on obedience to author-
ity.

Critical discussions in the 
seminar focused on the question to 
what degree the Swedish two king-
dom interpretations are subject to 
Ernst Troeltsch’s criticism of 
Lutheran ethics. The development 
of Troeltsch’s critique by e.g. John 
Howard Yoder and Alasdair MacIn-
tyre was suggested to be an impor-
tant challenge for contemporary 
Lutheran theology.

Thomas Girmalm from Umeå 
University presented a text discuss-
ing Gustaf Wingren’s theory of 

preaching as it emerges in his book 
on preaching (G. Wingren, Predi-
kan: En principiell studie, 1949). 
Girmalm examines how Wingren 
brings the human and Christian to-
gether by using the notion of com-
municatio ideomatum, and how 
this methodological approach 
marks what came to be the hall-
mark of the theology of Wingren, 
combining creational and keryg-
matic theology. The book Predikan 
represented a clash with the meth-
ods of Lundensian theology, i.e. the 
motif research, and with Anders 
Nygren. The bringing together of 
preaching and theology was criti-
cized for being non-academic, but 
denotes the practical turn in Wing-
ren’s theology and the making of 
the phenomena of preaching into 
the starting point of theological 
work.

The following discussion 
pointed to how a new reading of 
the book Predikan can lead to new 
insights regarding Wingren’s theo-
logical aim of bringing the divine 
and the human together, namely 
through a theology of incarnation 
and Christology – aspects neglected 
in the later Wingren-reception. The 
further discussion focused on the 
problem of universality in Wingren 
regarding his understanding of the 
Word, the preaching, the preacher 
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A the CoOnNgregatlion, 1.€ the lacl Christ, recapitulated, brought hack
of emphasis contextuality A 1nto PTIODCI relationship wıth CTICA-

diversity. t1012, neighbor A GOd; 11 baptism,
Mark Tranvik from Augsburg 1114  = truly becomes 1114  > Yet, the

College presented Luther »IIrue A PTIODCI baptism for all
A Wıngren baptism. In Drovid- humanity« 15 the death A UrT-

1ng OQOVEerVIEeEW of Luther’s under- rection of Christ, the reversing of
standing of baptism, Tranvilk argued the lıfe-death pattern CT by Adam;
that Wıngren huilds the early hence all the believer CVCT TeCE1IVES
church athers A Luther. The 15 renewal A contıinuatıon of
Overall goal of Tranvık W 145 PTO- baptism. There WETIC ( IILIC UUCS-
MOTtfe baptismal language A bap t10Ns raısed CONCceEmMNINg the beariıng
tismal theology that OCUSES the of the Luther-Wingren conNNnectiO0On.
relationship faith and daily Hife It W 1415 argued that the understand-
Baptısm for Luther 1S, Tranvik, Ing of baptism 11 Wıngren
neither »JUSst the SACrAMEN of 111 - hbe drawn LNOÖTC from Irenaeus,
fancy« 11OT iınıtıatıon rıte, rather, hence the language of recapitula-
baptism I1 the entıre lıfe of the tıon A becoming ILLALL, A NOT
hbeliever. According Wıngren, that closely from Luther.
1114  = 15 through baptism restored 11

Sola Scr1ıptura
Sem1ınar Leader: Friederike Nüssel

Reporters: Ashley allA Friederike Nüssel

Whiıle the sofa SCI1IPtUG principle 11 thıs development A
15 widely regarded essent1ial discuss possible WAaYyS of re-think-
element of Luther’s thought A Ing the WAaY 1 which the principal
Lutheran theology, 1t has SULLC role of the Bıble could hbe defined
through several transformations 11 today cONsıstent wıth Lutheran
the history of Lutheran thinking. thought.
The goal of the SCeM1LNAT W 145 The SCMI1INAT partıcıpants 111 -
identify A reflect S(CTLIC cruc1a| cluded Luhbomir Batka Comenius-
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and the congregation, i.e. the lack 
of emphasis on contextuality and 
diversity.

Mark D. Tranvik from Augsburg 
College presented a paper on Luther 
and Wingren on baptism. In provid-
ing an overview of Luther’s under-
standing of baptism, Tranvik argued 
that Wingren builds on the early 
church fathers and Luther. The 
overall goal of Tranvik was to pro-
mote a baptismal language and bap-
tismal theology that focuses on the 
relationship faith and daily life. – 
Baptism for Luther is, so Tranvik, 
neither »just the sacrament of in-
fancy« nor an initiation rite, rather, 
baptism spans the entire life of the 
believer. According to Wingren, 
man is through baptism restored in 

Christ, recapitulated, brought back 
into proper relationship with crea-
tion, neighbor and God; in baptism, 
man truly becomes man. Yet, the 
»true and proper baptism for all 
humanity« is the death and resur-
rection of Christ, the reversing of 
the life-death pattern set by Adam; 
hence all the believer ever receives 
is a renewal and continuation of 
baptism. There were some ques-
tions raised concerning the bearing 
of the Luther-Wingren connection. 
It was argued that the understand-
ing of baptism in Wingren seems to 
be drawn more from Irenaeus, 
hence the language of recapitula-
tion and becoming man, and not 
that closely from Luther.

Sola Scriptura
Seminar Leader: Friederike Nüssel

Reporters: H. Ashley Hall and Friederike Nüssel

While the sola scriptura principle 
is widely regarded as an essential 
element of Luther’s thought and 
Lutheran theology, it has gone 
through several transformations in 
the history of Lutheran thinking. 
The goal of the seminar was to 
identify and reflect some crucial 

steps in this development and to 
discuss possible ways of re-think-
ing the way in which the principal 
role of the Bible could be defined 
today consistent with Lutheran 
thought.

The seminar participants in-
cluded Lubomir Batka (Comenius- 
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