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(OQne fascinating contribution f postmodern philosophy the Study f hıs
Oorıical documents 15 the analysis f wrıtten 1n f theır readers
Anl receptlon. Readers, aCCOrding the hasıc theory, lInteract wıth TEXT
1n such WadY that 1fs meanıng 15 NOT strictly ımıted by the Intentıon f 1fs
author the Sitz IM Lehbhen f 1fs original audience. TEXT ıtself has hıs
LOTY, Anl thıs history becomes subject for historical invest1gat1on.

Wıth Martın Luther’s lectures (enes1s, which the Retormer de.
1vered from hıs Unı1ivers1ity f Wittenberg podium between Anl 4,
there ATC several layers between author-speaker, original auditors, recorded
J published LCXT, Anl the text's  7, subsequent history through VAarıOQOUus edi
t10NSs a! their recept1lon. Nearly eighty A Peter Meıinhold applied
modern hıstorical methods the critical edition f Luther’s eNnes1s Lec-

Anl concluded that the students who recorded Anl later published
the lectures WEETC Creatıve redactors wh; introduced what Meıinhold called

»„alıen theology« 1INtfO the published EeXPOS1LL10N; what ADDCAaIs 1n the TEXT
15 NOT entirely genulne Luther mater.al hut reflects LNOTC the different theol
USY f Luther’s YOUNSCI colleague, Philip Melanchthon ı vVven while dıs
agreeing 1n Dart wıth Meiıinhold’s conclusions, Jaroslav Pelikan 1n hıs 1INtro-
duction the first volume f the lectures 1n the Amerıcan Edition f

thank Robert Kolbh and Timothy Wengert fOr their COM MENTS earlier Ya of thıs
Y , and ames Kellerman fOor 4SSIStTANCE wiıth translatiıon of the 4atınN prefaces.

MEINHOLD, e Genesisvorlesung Luthers und ihre Herausgeber, 1936, 370-4285
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Martin Luther’s Swan Song:
Luther’s Students, Melanchthon, and the Publication
of the Lectures on Genesis (1544–1554)*

By John A. Maxfield

One fascinating contribution of postmodern philosophy to the study of his-
torical documents is the analysis of written texts in terms of their readers
and reception. Readers, according to the basic theory, interact with a text
in such a way that its meaning is not strictly limited by the intention of its
author or the Sitz im Leben of its original audience. A text itself has a his-
tory, and this history becomes a subject for historical investigation.

With Martin Luther’s lectures on Genesis, which the Reformer de-
livered from his University of Wittenberg podium between 1535 and 1545,
there are several layers between author-speaker, original auditors, recorded
texts, published text, and the text’s subsequent history through various edi-
tions and their reception. Nearly eighty years ago Peter Meinhold applied
modern historical methods to the critical edition of Luther’s Genesis Lec-
tures and concluded that the students who recorded and later published
the lectures were creative redactors who introduced what Meinhold called
an »alien theology« into the published exposition; what appears in the text
is not entirely genuine Luther material but reflects more the different theol-
ogy of Luther’s younger colleague, Philip Melanchthon.1 Even while dis-
agreeing in part with Meinhold’s conclusions, Jaroslav Pelikan in his intro-
duction to the first volume of the lectures in the American Edition of

* I thank Robert Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert for their comments on an earlier draft of this
essay, and James Kellerman for assistance with translation of the Latin prefaces.

1 P. Meinhold, Die Genesisvorlesung Luthers und ihre Herausgeber, 1936, 5.370–428.
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Luther’'s Works? the problem readers 1n such WadY that thıs
questlion MUST surely loom AT least for critical readerts: » [ )0es thiıs TExXT (0()11-

VCYVY what Luther taught aVeE Luther’s AaST thoughts Aa woOords (:en-
esS1IS een lost, replaced AT least 1n certaın degree by thiıs so-called ‚alıen
theology:«?

Elsewhere AaVeE investigated the CONTENT f the lectures 1n f
Luther’s MAatfure thought Anl the EVENTS f the last decade f hıs life, (0()11-

cluding that do indeed aVeE 1n the published TEXT f the eNnes1s Lec-
W1Indow 1INtoOo Luther’s unıvers1ity classroom 3 IMLY PUTITDOSC 1n thıs

15 invest1igate another layer 1n thıs SEeTI1ES f deposits from author’s
OTr speaker’s! woOords published LTEXT a! 1ts readers, by asking how the first
readers f the eNnes1s Lectures WEETC introduced theır reading by WadY
f the prefaces the four volumes f the original edition. None f these
prefaces, including Luther’s zpreface the first volume, which first d
pDeared 1n 544, W 15 published 1n the AÄAmertiıcan Edition f Luther’'s Works
vVven 1n the Weımarer Ausgabe only Luther’s preface appeared preface,
that 15, 1n 1fs Pos1iıtion AT the beginning f the TEXT f Luther’s lectures. The
dedicatory prefaces the four original volumes WEIC printed together
part f the frontmatter f the final volume 4 hus ATC immediately (0()11-

ronted wıth the fact that the historical readers f the printings f
the original edition WEETC introduced theır TEXT 1n WadY quıite dıfferent
from readers today, both 1n translatıon Anl 1n the critical edition. In short,
modern editions f Luther’s works, by misplacing these prefaces OMmM1t-

PELIKAN, Introduction Volume in Martın Luther, Luther’s Works, Ämerican Edi:
t10N, 1U 5—19523, L, X-—XI11}. It chould be noted that despite his ()VW reSeEeIrVations regarding
the Text nduced by einhold’s conclusions, Pelikan nevertheless Ca the enesis LeCc-
Ures »Al indispensable “{)LIPGC fOr (I)LLIT knowledge of Luther’s thought« Xil}
C MAXFIELD, Luther’s Lectures eNnes1is and the Formatıon f Evangelical Iden-
tLty, 0068 Other reCcent works that VICW the enes1is Lectures reli1able “{)LIPGC tOr
Luther’s mMatfure hought nclude ÄSENDORF, Lectura 1n Biblia Luthers Cienesisvorle-
S U1 (1535-1545), 1998; and MATTOX, „Detender of the Maost Holy Matriarchs«:
Martın Luther’s Interpretation f the Women of enes1is 1n the Enarrationes 1n (zenNesS1Nn,
5—1545, 2005
Luther’s preface ADDCAaLS 1n 42; 1—) 1le the dedicatory prefaces ADDCAal In 44;

FOor CMHMtE1C1SM f the Welmar edition and the iımportance of investigatıng
Luther’s 1D11C4a lectures 1n their original published torm, “CC HAGEN, Luther’s ADp-
proach Scripture een 1n Hıs „Commentaries« CGalatians, L  —J1 535, 1095
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Luther’s Works2 presents the problem to readers in such a way that this
question must surely loom at least for critical readers: »Does this text con-
vey what Luther taught or have Luther’s vast thoughts and words on Gen-
esis been lost, replaced at least in a certain degree by this so-called ›alien
theology‹?«

Elsewhere I have investigated the content of the lectures in terms of
Luther’s mature thought and the events of the last decade of his life, con-
cluding that we do indeed have in the published text of the Genesis Lec-
tures a window into Luther’s university classroom.3 My purpose in this
essay is to investigate another layer in this series of deposits from author’s
(or speaker’s) words to published text and its readers, by asking how the first
readers of the Genesis Lectures were introduced to their reading by way
of the prefaces to the four volumes of the original edition. None of these
prefaces, including Luther’s own preface to the first volume, which first ap-
peared in 1544, was published in the American Edition of Luther’s Works.
Even in the Weimarer Ausgabe only Luther’s preface appeared as a preface,
that is, in its position at the beginning of the text of Luther’s lectures. The
dedicatory prefaces to the four original volumes were printed together as
part of the frontmatter of the final volume.4 Thus we are immediately con-
fronted with the fact that the historical readers of the numerous printings of
the original edition were introduced to their text in a way quite different
from readers today, both in translation and in the critical edition. In short,
modern editions of Luther’s works, by misplacing these prefaces or omit-

2 J. Pelikan, Introduction to Volume 1 (in: Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, American Edi-
tion, 1955–1983, 1, x–xii). It should be noted that despite his own reservations regarding
the text induced by Meinhold’s conclusions, Pelikan nevertheless calls the Genesis Lec-
tures »an indispensable source for our knowledge of Luther’s thought« (xii).

3 Cf. J.A. Maxfield, Luther’s Lectures on Genesis and the Formation of Evangelical Iden-
tity, 2008. Other recent works that view the Genesis Lectures as a reliable source for
Luther’s mature thought include U. Asendorf, Lectura in Biblia. Luthers Genesisvorle-
sung (1535–1545), 1998; and M.L. Mattox, »Defender of the Most Holy Matriarchs«:
Martin Luther’s Interpretation of the Women of Genesis in the Enarrationes in Genesin,
1535–1545, 2003.

4 Luther’s preface appears in WA 42; 1–2 while the dedicatory prefaces appear in WA 44;
XIV–XXXVII. For criticism of the Weimar edition and the importance of investigating
Luther’s biblical lectures in their original published form, see K. Hagen, Luther’s Ap-
proach to Scripture as Seen in His »Commentaries« on Galatians, 1519–1538, 1993.
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ting them entirely, aVeE obscured the WadYS Luther’s EeXPOS1Lt10NS f eNnNes1ISs
WEETC read a! utilized by the generations 1n the later 1L 6Gth CCHNTULY who
ceived the Retormer’s teachings a! thiıs hasıs developed Evangelical-
Lutheran church lıfe Anl culture 1n („ermanYy Anl beyond.

hıs ll fOocus the original edition f Luther’s eNeSs1ISs Lec-
Anl explore how the prefaces for these four volumes presented Luther’s

eXpPOsIitL1ON f eNeSs1IS 1n distinet intellectual a! hıstorical CONTEXT that
ıllumınates the early STAgCS f Lutheran MICH1LOLY f the Retormer the

interpreter f the Bıble whose VO1C€e MUST hbe heard 1n the mıidst f
prescnt CITCUMStANCES. 1wo f the prefaces the original volumes WEETC

authored by Philip Melanchthon, the (IIL introducing the first volume f
the lectures Anl the other introducing the thırd volume, first published 1n

Melanchthon W 15 NOT (I1I1 f the editors hut had close relationship
wıth them a! indeed (L  = hbe described ()I11' f the prıme LMOVETS 1n the
drawn-out effort presecnt Luther’s AaST eXpOos1ıtion f eNeES1IS the read-
ng public. Both prefaces WEIC sed by Melanchthon describe a! PITO-
MOTtTe Luther’s unıque understanding f the boaol f eNeES1IS A (10d’s z
estimon1es about the church 1t ex1isted 1n the days f the Datriarchs. The
preface for the sSecCcOnNd volume I5 o} W 15 authored by Michael Roting,
teacher 1n the Latın school 1n Nuremberg, while the fourth volume 54
W 15 introduced wıth preface by Jerome Besold, pPastOr 1n Nuremberg.5
When the eNeSs1IS Lectures WEIC later published 1n volume G1X ‚ Latin LCXT,

5} Aa volumes fen Aa eleven German translation, 8} f the Wıtten-
berg edition f Luther’s works, these original prefaces WEIC NOT included hut
WEETC replaced by LIC (I11C5 prepared by Melanchthon for the Latın edition|
Anl by the (:;erman translators, Basılius Faber a! Johannes Cuden But that
15 different StOrY.®

hat the preface the first volume 15 gıven under the ALLIC f Vıtus
Theodorus ‚ Veit Dietrich! Anl NOT Philip Melanchthon eed NOT detaiın

The original four volumes ach received multiple printings, the latest 1n vol
and vol 354 1C. according the title PAsC retained 1ts preface by Melanc.  On WA 42;

FOor the printing history of the original editions “CC 42; XI—-XVIMN
( In the Wittenberg edition “CC KOLB, Martın Luther Prophet, Teacher, Hero: Images
of the Retormer, 1520-1620, 19090, 141-146; and WOLGAST, I e Wittenberger Luther-
Ausgabe. /ur Überlieferungsgeschichte der Werke Luthers 1m 16 ahrhundert Archiv
$11r CGeschichte des Buchwesens L 19/IL, 1—336}
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ting them entirely, have obscured the ways Luther’s expositions of Genesis
were read and utilized by the generations in the later 16th century who re-
ceived the Reformer’s teachings and on this basis developed an Evangelical-
Lutheran church life and culture in Germany and beyond.

This essay will focus on the original edition of Luther’s Genesis Lec-
tures and explore how the prefaces for these four volumes presented Luther’s
exposition of Genesis in a distinct intellectual and historical context that
illuminates the early stages of Lutheran memory of the Reformer as the
greatest interpreter of the Bible whose voice must be heard in the midst of
present circumstances. Two of the prefaces to the original volumes were
authored by Philip Melanchthon, the one introducing the first volume of
the lectures and the other introducing the third volume, first published in
1552. Melanchthon was not one of the editors but had a close relationship
with them and indeed can be described as one of the prime movers in the
drawn-out effort to present Luther’s vast exposition of Genesis to the read-
ing public. Both prefaces were used by Melanchthon to describe and pro-
mote Luther’s unique understanding of the book of Genesis as God’s own
testimonies about the church as it existed in the days of the patriarchs. The
preface for the second volume (1550) was authored by Michael Roting, a
teacher in the Latin school in Nuremberg, while the fourth volume (1554)
was introduced with a preface by Jerome Besold, a pastor in Nuremberg.5
When the Genesis Lectures were later published in volume six (Latin text,
1555) and volumes ten and eleven (German translation, 1558) of the Witten-
berg edition of Luther’s works, these original prefaces were not included but
were replaced by new ones prepared by Melanchthon (for the Latin edition)
and by the German translators, Basilius Faber and Johannes Guden. But that
is a different story.6

That the preface to the first volume is given under the name of Vitus
Theodorus (Veit Dietrich) and not Philip Melanchthon need not detain us

5 The original four volumes each received multiple printings, the latest in 1563 (both vol. 1
and vol. 3, which according to the title page retained its preface by Melanchthon [WA 42;
XVI]). For the printing history of the original editions see WA 42; XI–XVIII.

6 On the Wittenberg edition see R. Kolb, Martin Luther as Prophet, Teacher, Hero: Images
of the Reformer, 1520–1620, 1999, 141–146; and E. Wolgast, Die Wittenberger Luther-
Ausgabe. Zur Überlieferungsgeschichte der Werke Luthers im 16. Jahrhundert (Archiv
für Geschichte des Buchwesens 11, 1971, 1–336).
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long. Meinhold proved from correspondence between the LW that Mel
anchthon acted ghostwriter for Dietrich 7 Dietrich W 15 AT the time the
cCOOTdinator f the publishing ProJect; for he had devoted much f hıs
professional lıfe the preservatıon f the Retormer’s legacy for the VAan-
gelical churches 1n („ermanYy through the recording f Luther’s Oral speech
Anl the editing Anl publication f hıs SCTLLNO115 a! lectures 8 In December
1535 Dietrich had left Wittenberg SCTIVC pastor 1n Nuremberg, hut
he later coordıinated the editing f the eNnes1s Lectures until hıs death 1n

549 H1s ALLIC ADDCars the dedicator f the first volume f the lectures
Duke John FErnest f SaXonYv hut Melanchthon’s rhetorical ZeN1IUS W 15

solicıted for the taslz f COmposı1ıt1on.
Melanchthon’s rhetoric 1n thiıs first preface immediately leads the

reader antıcıpate much LLOTC comprehensive philosophical discussion
than might normally he expected 1n OMMENTLALY enes1s. The preface
fits VCILY ell INtfo the Pıcture drawn by Sachiko Kusakawa f Melanchthon
developing Lutheran natural philosophy complement, SUPDOTT, a! de.
fend Luther’s theological PTOSTaI a! reform from the late 5205 ON ward .9
Here CC the philosopher Anl rhetoricıan Melanchthon introducing
Luther’s theological eXpOos1ıtion f the first boaol f Moses wıth discussion
f Ciod Anl creatıon from the tradıtions f natural philosophy that 1Inter-
ested Luther’s YOUNSCI colleague. Yet, Just A Kusakawa Oobserves 1n her
analysıs f Melanchthon’s philosophical wr1tiıngs 1n the 305 Anl 405, ere
LTOO 1n the preface Luther’s lectures eNnes1s Melanchthon 15 keen

MEINHOLD see 1 }, 11—15
See KLAUS, I e Lutherüberliefterung e1ıt Letrichs und iıhre Problematik 354
1984, 33-47); and DERS., e1lt LMetrich. Leben und Werk, 1958

KUSUKAWA, The Transtormation of Natural Philosophy The ( ase f Philip Melan-
chthon, Through analysis f varlıety of Melanchthon’s philosophical ECXTIS, KuUusu-
kawa that Melanc.  on re-devoted himselft philosophy and the ıberal TIS

1NECGCCSSaLl y tOr upholding Lrue theology and obedience divinely instituted civil
Overnment 1n the wake of adıcal mOovemenfts, from the Zwickau prophets’ VIsS1ıt
Wittenberg 1n 522 the Anabaptist MOVvVements 1n the 3505 and 405 Her conclusions
emphasize that Melanchthon’s appeal and US5C5 f by philosophers ouch ÄTIS-
totle WCIC oubordinated his (UTMIGCETIIN uphold and SUPDPOIT the principles of Luther’s
theology. (n Melanchthon’s philosophy “CC Iso FRANK, I e theologische Philosophie
Philipp Melanchthons (1497-1 60}, SN
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long. Meinhold proved from correspondence between the two that Mel-
anchthon acted as a ghostwriter for Dietrich.7 Dietrich was at the time the
coordinator of the publishing project; for years he had devoted much of his
professional life to the preservation of the Reformer’s legacy for the Evan-
gelical churches in Germany through the recording of Luther’s oral speech
and the editing and publication of his sermons and lectures.8 In December
1535 Dietrich had left Wittenberg to serve as pastor in Nuremberg, but
he later coordinated the editing of the Genesis Lectures until his death in
1549. His name appears as the dedicator of the first volume of the lectures
to Duke John Ernest of Saxony but Melanchthon’s rhetorical genius was
solicited for the task of composition.

Melanchthon’s rhetoric in this first preface immediately leads the
reader to anticipate a much more comprehensive philosophical discussion
than might normally be expected in a commentary on Genesis. The preface
fits very well into the picture drawn by Sachiko Kusakawa of Melanchthon
developing a Lutheran natural philosophy to complement, support, and de-
fend Luther’s theological program and reform from the late 1520s onward.9
Here we see the philosopher and rhetorician Melanchthon introducing
Luther’s theological exposition of the first book of Moses with a discussion
of God and creation from the traditions of natural philosophy that so inter-
ested Luther’s younger colleague. Yet, just as Kusakawa observes in her
analysis of Melanchthon’s philosophical writings in the 1530s and 40s, here
too in the preface to Luther’s lectures on Genesis Melanchthon is keen to

7 Meinhold (see n. 1), 11–13.
8 See B. Klaus, Die Lutherüberlieferung Veit Dietrichs und ihre Problematik (ZBKG 53,

1984, 33–47); and Ders., Veit Dietrich. Leben und Werk, 1958.
9 S. Kusukawa, The Transformation of Natural Philosophy: The Case of Philip Melan-

chthon, 1995. Through analysis of a variety of Melanchthon’s philosophical texts, Kusu-
kawa holds that Melanchthon re-devoted himself to philosophy and the liberal arts as
necessary means for upholding true theology and obedience to divinely instituted civil
government in the wake of radical movements, from the Zwickau prophets’ visit to
Wittenberg in 1522 to the Anabaptist movements in the 1530s and 40s. Her conclusions
emphasize that Melanchthon’s appeal to and uses of texts by philosophers such as Aris-
totle were subordinated to his concern to uphold and support the principles of Luther’s
theology. On Melanchthon’s philosophy see also G. Frank, Die theologische Philosophie
Philipp Melanchthons (1497–1560), 1995.
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emPphasize the lımıts f 16E45S0O1711 a! philosophy when approaching the S11
Jects f Ciod a! cCreation. Philosophers such Plato, Aristotle, a! the
StO1CS I1LLAY hbe cited 1n SUPDOTIT hut their VICWS ATC also crnticızed. Melan-
chthon’s fOocus throughout 15 emphasize the role f Holy Scrıpture 1n (0()11-

vev1ıing the truth regarding (GOd, cCreatl1on, dıvine Providence, a! human
experlenCce.

Melanchthon hıs preface by exulting 1n Creat1ion: „these IM OST
bhbeautiful bodies f the world the heavens,J elements, Dlants, Anl aNl-
mals WEETC created a! Ordered by Ciod that humanlkınd might kkcnow
Ciod a! the „Jaw f lıfe implanted 1n hıs human CYEATUTFES 1n Order that
they might worship Cod he wiılls Yet immediately Melanchthon

the „wretched darkness« Aa „»mental blindness CONCEMNINE the NATtTUre
Anl ll f (GOd, dıvine Providence, Anl the OVEINANCC f EVENTS« that 15
revealed 1n human doubts about Ciod Anl hıs DProvidence.!° Here Melan-
chthon 15 emphasizing the Corruption f human intellect, experl1enCce, Aa
111 result f Adam!'’s fall

He SUCH cC1ıite the philosopher Plato, who W 15 compelled through
the „Jaws f celestial motion Anl other estimon1es | confess that thıs
world has een made by C'reator who 15 eternal Miınd« (ut UnNcC mundum
ab Aeterna opifice condıtum POSSE fater1 cogamur).!1 It 15 difficult
determiıne wıth cCertalınty which specific ext{s! Melanchthon might AaVeE
een CLt1Ng. Plato/’s Timaeus W 15 known throughout the Middle Ages Anl
interpreted 1n WadYS making 1t commpatible wıth the Christian doctrine f
Ciod a! creation.ı2 Yet 1fs do NOT “CCI11 reflect Melanchthon’s
wWwOords ere More likely, Melanchthon 15 referring C1t1Ng the broader
tradıtion f Plato’s understanding f Ciod Or the G00d] filtered through
C1CcEIO, Plotinus, a! the sth_century Neoplatonist om  A4fO MacroO-

44; XIV. The translations AIC OW. wiıth hanks ames Kellerman tOr hıs 218815-
aNCEe have Iso utilized and compared the preface the first volume that appeared 1n

I 9*h-century nglish translatiıon of the enes1is Lectures: MARTIN LUTHER, The (..Tre-
1tT101N:; ommentary the 115 1Ve Chapters of the Book of (reNesS1S, TAans (LOLE,
1558, 0—7.0

44; XIV.
SEe PELIKAN, What Has Athens |DIS wiıth Jerusalem? 1MAaeuUs and enesis 1n
ounterpoilnt, 09 /; and LOVEJOY, The Tea Chain of e1InNg Study f the H1story
of Idea, 1936, C5D 24-985
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emphasize the limits of reason and philosophy when approaching the sub-
jects of God and creation. Philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, and the
Stoics may be cited in support but their views are also criticized. Melan-
chthon’s focus throughout is to emphasize the role of Holy Scripture in con-
veying the truth regarding God, creation, divine providence, and human
experience.

Melanchthon opens his preface by exulting in creation: »these most
beautiful bodies of the world – the heavens, stars, elements, plants, and ani-
mals –« were created and ordered by God so that humankind might know
God and the »law of life« implanted in his human creatures in order that
they might worship God as he wills. Yet immediately Melanchthon turns
to the »wretched darkness« and »mental blindness concerning the nature
and will of God, divine providence, and the governance of events« that is
revealed in human doubts about God and his providence.10 Here Melan-
chthon is emphasizing the corruption of human intellect, experience, and
will as a result of Adam’s fall.

He goes on to cite the philosopher Plato, who was compelled through
the »laws of celestial motion and other testimonies […] to confess that this
world has been made by a Creator who is eternal Mind« (ut hunc mundum
ab aeterna mente opifice conditum esse fateri cogamur).11 It is difficult to
determine with certainty which specific text(s) Melanchthon might have
been citing. Plato’s Timaeus was known throughout the Middle Ages and
interpreted in ways making it compatible with the Christian doctrine of
God and creation.12 Yet its contents do not seem to reflect Melanchthon’s
words here. More likely, Melanchthon is referring to or citing the broader
tradition of Plato’s understanding of God (or the Good) filtered through
Cicero, Plotinus, and the 5th-century Neoplatonist commentator Macro-

10 WA 44; XIV. The translations are my own, with thanks to James Kellerman for his assis-
tance. I have also utilized and compared the preface to the first volume that appeared in
a 19th-century English translation of the Genesis Lectures: Martin Luther, The Cre-
ation: A Commentary on the First Five Chapters of the Book of Genesis, trans. H. Cole,
1858, 6–20.

11 WA 44; XIV.
12 See J. Pelikan, What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem? Timaeus and Genesis in

Counterpoint, 1997; and A.O. Lovejoy, The Great Chain of Being: A Study of the History
of an Idea, 1936, esp. 24–98.
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1US Specifically, Melanchthon’s later scathing reference „the human
delirtiıum that tied Ciod secondary GadauUsSCH, it the Omerı1ıc chaiın«13

the Neoplatonic CONCCDTE f chaın f being discussed by
Macrtobius:

S1Nce, from the Supreme Ciod Mind arlıses, and from Mind, Soul, and SINCE this In turn
CYTEATES ll subsequent things and them ßl wiıth life, and SINCE this single radiance
illumines ßl and 15 reflected 1n ach i and SINCE ßl things tollow In CONTINUOUS “ [ ](0 -

CESSION, degenerating In the VCLY bottom f the ser1les, the attentive observer
111 discover CONNecCtLıON f parts, from the Supreme Ciod OWN the last dregs of
things, mutually inked together and without break And this 15 Homer’'s sgolden chain,
1C God, he Sd YO, bade hang OWnNn from heaven earth 14

It indeed Melanchthon had Macrobius’s oOommMentar 1n mınd he had
ceived from hıs friend Joachim C’amerarıus the atter’s edition f the TEXT
1n April 35),15 he W 15 conflating the first LW f three hypostases ‚ God,
Mind, Anl Soul} denoted by Macrobius 16 More 1ımportant, however, 15 that
while the Platonic tradıtion Ocused the org1ın f al] things 1n the 00d
Anl cCOoONNectıON the 00d through the chaın f being, for Melan-
chthon the m1iserlies f the human condition CA4ST cloud ()VCT thıs CONVIC-
tı1on also I1 the philosophers. As he SUCH OTtfe 1n the preface, Varı-
()ULS OP1IN10NS aVeE arısen

15 44;
I MVLACROBIUS, Comment 1n SomnN1ı1um SC1P10N1S L I xx quoted 1n LOVEJOY (see 12}, 63

The iımportan porti1ons of the 4atın LTExT read deo ILLCI15, mente a1Nıma
tit, a1Nıma VCIOO et condat et vıta compleat Omn1ıa U LLAC SCQUUNLTUF, InNnvenıletur pPress1ius
iIntuentı deo UL ad ultimam f2ecem UL17  3 MUTtUNLS vinculis religans
et 1US(LLAILL interrupta CONEX1O. Et haec ET Homerı1 Catena .  f C] LLEALLIL pendere de caelo
1n terras euum 1U1SS1SSe COMMEMOTAL. « AÄG LOVeJoYy NOTtTEes regarding the reference
Homer, » This, f LOULSC, W 4A5 NOT ‚;Homer’'s golden chain.c« Ibd 341I 55 C{ HOMER,
19 S, 5—24

L5 MB  = 6, 342{[; ct A, 568, Melanc.  on (Lamerarus, 15 April 1555 Thanks
Timothy Wengert tOr providing wiıth thıs refterence. ( amerarıus’s edition of the ( Om -
mMeNtary W 4A5 published 1n Basel by Herwagen. See oachim (‚ amerarıus (1500-1574).
eıträge ZUL CGeschichte des Humanısmus 1m Z eitalter der Reformation, hg BARON,
1978, 255

16 ( In Macrobius, who 15 described »A Neoplatonist 1n the ullest of the word, « „CC

(zERSH, Middle Platonism and Neoplatonism: The 4atın Tradition, 1986, A, 493—595
(quote 211 493}.
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bius. Specifically, Melanchthon’s later scathing reference to »the human
delirium that tied God to secondary causes, as if to the Homeric chain«13

suggests the Neoplatonic concept of a great chain of being discussed by
Macrobius:

Since, from the Supreme God Mind arises, and from Mind, Soul, and since this in turn
creates all subsequent things and fills them all with life, and since this single radiance
illumines all and is reflected in each […]; and since all things follow in continuous suc-
cession, degenerating in sequence to the very bottom of the series, the attentive observer
will discover a connection of parts, from the Supreme God down to the last dregs of
things, mutually linked together and without a break. And this is Homer’s golden chain,
which God, he says, bade hang down from heaven to earth.14

If indeed Melanchthon had Macrobius’s commentary in mind (he had re-
ceived from his friend Joachim Camerarius the latter’s edition of the text
in April 1535),15 he was conflating the first two of three hypostases (God,
Mind, and Soul) denoted by Macrobius.16 More important, however, is that
while the Platonic tradition focused on the origin of all things in the Good
and connection to the Good through the great chain of being, for Melan-
chthon the miseries of the human condition cast a cloud over this convic-
tion also among the philosophers. As he goes on to note in the preface, vari-
ous opinions have arisen

13 WA 44; XV.
14 Macrobius, Comment. in Somnium Scipionis I, 14, 15, quoted in Lovejoy (see n. 12), 63.

The important portions of the Latin text read: »[…] ex summo deo mens, ex mente anima
fit, anima vero et condat et vita compleat omnia quae sequuntur, […] invenietur pressius
intuenti a summo deo usque ad ultimam rerum faecem una mutuis se vinculis religans
et nusquam interrupta conexio. Et haec est Homeri catena aurea, quam pendere de caelo
in terras deum iussisse commemorat.« As Lovejoy notes regarding the reference to
Homer, »This, of course, was not ›Homer’s golden chain.‹« Ibd., 341 n. 53. Cf. Homer,
Iliad 8, 18–24.

15 MBW T 6, 342f; cf. CR 2, 868, Melanchthon to Camerarius, 13 April 1535. Thanks to
Timothy Wengert for providing me with this reference. Camerarius’s edition of the Com-
mentary was published in Basel by J. Herwagen. See Joachim Camerarius (1500–1574).
Beiträge zur Geschichte des Humanismus im Zeitalter der Reformation, hg. v. F. Baron,
1978, 235.

16 On Macrobius, who is described as »a Neoplatonist in the fullest sense of the word,« see
S. Gersh, Middle Platonism and Neoplatonism: The Latin Tradition, 1986, 2, 493–595
(quote at 493).
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trom these doubts of the philosophers, of 1C SUOINC, 1e the Epicureans, absolutely
denied that there 15 Ciod Others, 1e Arıistotle and the StO1CS, ‚VE though they be.
lieved that Ciod 15 eternal Mind, nevertheless i bind Ciod secondary ( ALUSCS5 and do
NOTt attrıbute ALLY a1CTt10N him CXCEDL the usual Uun1ı0n of sSecondary (ALLSCS5S bears and
directs 1t

hat 15, theır god O€s NOT ACT, Anl 5 „theır mınds bewitched by thiıs
delirium, they (L  = neıither agl 1L1OT CXDECLT Z00d things from (10d.«17 Later
Melanchthon draws sharp distinction between the conclusions f
philosophy a! the revelatıon f Scrıpture:

The philosophers know nothing about the of S1N, about the of e4 and of
the terrible calamıties of humankind, nothing about restoratıon and eternal ıte How
Often do they ceek whence AILLLC auch mM1ser1es outstanding NAatLUure as at|
of humanlzınd! How often they CLY OUufL, deploring auch passıonate and lazing impulse
toward VICE. They „CC how weak the VIrtues AIC and how easily they vanısh Aristotle
cppks the of ea both of other living things and of human beings, In their
terjal NAatfure in materal. FOor this 16450011 he regards prıvatıon be 388 the principles
of natural things, 1n Oorder that he might 1n whatever WaY maıntaın continual slipping
of decaying attfer Into other forms ı8

Several conclusions about Melanchthon’s 1CW f philosophy 1n relatıon
Ciod a! creatıon (L  = he supported from these open1ıng Dparagraphs. Fırst,
Plato, Aristotle, Anl other philosophers from the aNnCc1ıent world ATC NOT
viewed authorities ın the Scholastic sense], 1n natural philosophy ALLV
LLOTC than 1n theology, hut rather ATC ancıent WItfNESSES who thought 1n
SsSOMetımes helpful WadYS about the ex1IsStence Anl NATtTUre f Ciod 1n relation

cCreation. As 1n the Scholastic SCS5 f Arıstotle 1n the Middle Ages, the
perıpatetic philosopher 15 interpreted part f broader Platonic tradıtion
f philosophy filtered through later thınkers such the Neoplatonists f
the thırd CENTULY Anl after. Different from the Schoolmen, however, W 15

that Melanchthon W 15 NOT fOcCusing reconciling VAarlOuUs aNnCc1ıent author-
1t1es wıth Scrıpture through the method f the quaest1O, hut rather sSimply
C1t1ng theır ideas, Often wıth CY1t1C1SM, A he 1CW hased
the Bible Anl emphasizing the centrality f the Bible for understanding Ciod

I 44; XIV.
ı8 Ibd
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from these doubts of the philosophers, of which some, like the Epicureans, absolutely
denied that there is a God. Others, like Aristotle and the Stoics, even though they be-
lieved that God is eternal Mind, nevertheless […] bind God to secondary causes and do
not attribute any action to him except as the usual union of secondary causes bears and
directs it.

That is, their god does not act, and so, »their minds bewitched by this
delirium, they can neither ask nor expect good things from God.«17 Later
Melanchthon draws a sharp distinction between the conclusions of pagan
philosophy and the revelation of Scripture:

The philosophers know nothing about the cause of sin, about the cause of death and of
the terrible calamities of humankind, nothing about restoration and eternal life. How
often do they seek whence came such great miseries to so outstanding a nature [as that]
of humankind! How often they cry out, deploring such passionate and blazing impulse
toward vice. They see how weak the virtues are and how easily they vanish […]. Aristotle
seeks the cause of death, both of other living things and of human beings, in their ma-
terial nature [in materia]. For this reason he regards privation to be among the principles
of natural things, in order that he might in whatever way maintain a continual slipping
of decaying matter into other forms.18

Several conclusions about Melanchthon’s view of philosophy in relation to
God and creation can be supported from these opening paragraphs. First,
Plato, Aristotle, and other philosophers from the ancient world are not
viewed as authorities (in the Scholastic sense), in natural philosophy any
more than in theology, but rather are ancient witnesses who thought in
sometimes helpful ways about the existence and nature of God in relation
to creation. As in the Scholastic uses of Aristotle in the Middle Ages, the
peripatetic philosopher is interpreted as part of a broader Platonic tradition
of philosophy filtered through later thinkers such as the Neoplatonists of
the third century and after. Different from the Schoolmen, however, was
that Melanchthon was not focusing on reconciling various ancient author-
ities with Scripture through the method of the quaestio, but rather simply
citing their ideas, often with criticism, as he presents a view based on
the Bible and emphasizing the centrality of the Bible for understanding God

17 WA 44; XIV.
18 Ibd.
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Anl Melanchthon sSC5 philosophers the church athers Anl
Scholastic theologians ATC noticeably absent)| both WItfNESSES the truth
Anl examples f false VIEWS he criticized, hut hıs PUTITDOSC W 15 el

the boaolk f eNeES1IS the revelatıon f GCod As he STATES explicitly 1n
the ECXTt Daragraph:

But thıs Book of Genesis| reveals vecCLY ditterent of human e and of VICES,
namely the urnıng AWAY from Ciod 1n human NAatLUre that has been AST off from 18
and ıte and trom the knowledge of God, and rought UDOIL iıtselt confusion of 1ts UOWCIS
and the LyrFannYy of the evil, and Death 20

Melanchthon had Dreviously explained that 1n the midst f thıs darkness
OCccasıoned by the fall f humankınd 1INtoOo S1N, Ciod „»disclosed hımselft wıth
clear VO1C€e Aa wıth 11C est1mon1€es. «21 Not only the creatıon f the
human TACC hut also the Promı1se f eternal lıfe a! salyvatıon through the
Son f Cod wh; assumed human NA4tTure ATC AT the heart f the est1mon1€es
f (10d’szVO1C€e 1n the boaol f eNnes1s. The recOord 1n (xenes1s, therefore,
15 (IIL f the beneftits benefici1a) g1ven by Cod humankind,
for „»Ciod from the VCILY beginning Oommıtted wr1ıting the history f hıu
man kınd a! est1mon1€es by which he has revealed himselt, Anl he willed
these| he preserved 1n enduring NUMECNTS.« After namıng Moham-
medans a! Plato hbelievers 1n (Lreator, who ATC nevertheless lgnNOorant f

hostile (A0d/’s 111 regarding wh; Anl whYy thıs ('reator TeCE1IVES the
worthy, Melanchthon COLLVCVS the rationale for hıs long Exordium:

hat ILLAY know that the Lrue church f Ciod 15 nowhere but ON those who have
and who embrace the prophetic and apostolic books, 11071 15 Ciod ightly invoked CXCEDL
where the doctrine of these books chines. i the Ole Mosaılc politia W 4A5 ordained fOr
the preservatıon of these O01cs! What W 4A5 1t but cschool and ibrary of these OOlks?

Muoreover, the “{)LITGCC fons| 15 the $irst 00K f Moses, whose title 15 enes1is ]11

1U hus ınd Melanc.  on 1n thıs preface doing what Kusukawa noted regarding Me-
lanchthon foci J8S388i method 1n his Varl0ous philosophical works: „NO attempt W5

made Melanchthon’s part reconcile ditferences ‚0388 authorities tollow
single classıical author. 'hıs W5 perhaps due hıs recogn1ıtion that IMOST classıical authors
have erred 1n ()11! WaY another and that human knowledge W5 always Mel.
anchthon Simply selected what W5 usetul fOr his PULDOSCSH. « KUSUKAWA (see 9}, 174

44; XVI
Ibd XIV.
Ibd
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and man.19 Melanchthon uses pagan philosophers (the church fathers and
Scholastic theologians are noticeably absent) both as witnesses to the truth
and as examples of false views to be criticized, but his purpose was to el-
evate the book of Genesis as the revelation of God. As he states explicitly in
the next paragraph:

But this Book [of Genesis] reveals a very different cause of human death and of vices,
namely the turning away from God in a human nature that has been cast off from light
and life and from the knowledge of God, and brought upon itself confusion of its powers
and the tyranny of the devil, and Death.20

Melanchthon had previously explained that in the midst of this darkness
occasioned by the fall of humankind into sin, God »disclosed himself with a
clear voice and with new testimonies.«21 Not only the creation of the
human race but also the promise of eternal life and salvation through the
Son of God who assumed human nature are at the heart of the testimonies
of God’s own voice in the book of Genesis. The record in Genesis, therefore,
is one of the greatest benefits (beneficia) given by God to humankind,
for »God from the very beginning committed to writing the history of hu-
mankind and testimonies by which he has revealed himself, and he willed
[these] to be preserved in enduring monuments.« After naming Moham-
medans and Plato as believers in a Creator, who are nevertheless ignorant of
or hostile to God’s will regarding who and why this Creator receives the un-
worthy, Melanchthon conveys the rationale for his long Exordium:

That we may know that the true church of God is nowhere but among those who have
and who embrace the prophetic and apostolic books, nor is God rightly invoked except
where the doctrine of these books shines. […] the whole Mosaic politia was ordained for
the preservation of these books! What was it but a school and library of these books?

Moreover, the source [fons] is the first book of Moses, whose title is Genesis […].22

19 Thus we find Melanchthon in this preface doing what Kusukawa noted regarding Me-
lanchthon’s loci communes method in his various philosophical works: »No attempt was
made on Melanchthon’s part to reconcile differences among authorities or to follow a
single classical author. This was perhaps due to his recognition that most classical authors
have erred in one way or another and that human knowledge was always fallible. Mel-
anchthon simply selected what was useful for his purposes.« Kusukawa (see n. 9), 174.

20 WA 44; XVI.
21 Ibd., XIV.
22 Ibd., XV.
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The open1ing Daragraphs f the dedicatory preface ATC couched 1n highly rhe
Oorıical language Anl shaped by humanıst arguments for natural philos-
ophy that ATC LNOTC extens1Iıve than the philosophical discuss1iOns presecnt 1n
Luther’s lectures the early chapters f („enes1s, hut the Polnt 15 the “AL1L1C

thıs 15 boaolk about the Frue church f (10d.23 Melanchthon through thiıs
preface places Luther’s published lectures INtfo the hıstorical CONTEXT f the
mid-I540S, the eccles1i1astical a! civıl authorities f Evangelical (:eYr-
ILLALILYV continued precariously theır SUDPDOTT f the Retormation 1n the mıidst
f political PITESSUTICS from both papal hierarchy a! imperlal OVvernmeNnt,
appealinge Holy Scrıipture the hasıs f their authority Instıtute
reforms Anl regulate church lıfe aCCOrding their theologians’ under-
standing f the gospel.

Melanchthon also utılizes the humanıst appeal antıquıity 1n hıs pref-
ACC, displaying the boaolk f eNnNes1ISs the fons DUar excellence, the earliest
Anl theretore IM OST authoritatiıve f SOUICCS, which A1LLSWETS

ancıent that PUt Orward by the Roman patrıclan Symmachus, namely
that the oldest doctrine MUST he the IMOST true .24 eNeSs1ISs also displays the
Lrue NATtTUre f the church Anl 1ts growth Anl renewal. The church 15 NOT

worldly kingdom politia, Ssiırrounded by armed guards, but dispersed 4ssembblies
coetus dispersos| nOT, however, obscure but bearing the divine VOLCE, eading ILaLLYy
everywhere the Lrue worship of God, ‚VE though meanwhile they AIC ridiculed, 4ST

OUufL, and driven AWAY by Lyranits and by the mM aJor1ıty of Nn

The preface SUCH describe under G1X tODI1CS the NA4tTure f the church 1t
ADDCAaIs 1n the eNnes1s narratıve 26 I The doctrine f the early patriarchs 15
drawn from these earliest SOUTICCS, Anl from these histories (JUT forefathers
earned about Christ, Luther’s oOommMenNtar frequently pOo1lnNts OUu  a 2} The
miracles recorded 1n these A estimon1es f what kınd f
doctrine Aa teachers Ciod 3 hıs church 15 preserved by GOd, NOT

25 ( In Luther’s wıth ecclesiology 1n the enes1is Lectures „CC M AXTFIELD (see 31,
141—214 These WCIC I5 preoccupatıon ON others 1n the Wittenberg
circle; SCC, VWENGERT, (Laspar ( ruCc1Iger S!I.'S 1546 ‚;Enarratiıo« John’s Gospel: Än
kExperiment 1n Ecclesiological ExXeges1s Church H1story 6I, 1092, 60—74}

44; XVI
25 Ibd
.6 Ibd XVI—-XIX
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The opening paragraphs of the dedicatory preface are couched in highly rhe-
torical language and shaped by humanist arguments for a natural philos-
ophy that are more extensive than the philosophical discussions present in
Luther’s lectures on the early chapters of Genesis, but the point is the same:
this is a book about the true church of God.23 Melanchthon through this
preface places Luther’s published lectures into the historical context of the
mid-1540s, as the ecclesiastical and civil authorities of Evangelical Ger-
many continued precariously their support of the Reformation in the midst
of political pressures from both papal hierarchy and imperial government,
appealing to Holy Scripture as the basis of their authority to institute
reforms and to regulate church life according to their theologians’ under-
standing of the gospel.

Melanchthon also utilizes the humanist appeal to antiquity in his pref-
ace, displaying the book of Genesis as the fons par excellence, the earliest
and therefore most authoritative of sources, which answers an argument as
ancient as that put forward by the Roman patrician Symmachus, namely
that the oldest doctrine must be the most true.24 Genesis also displays the
true nature of the church and its growth and renewal. The church is not

a worldly kingdom or politia, surrounded by armed guards, but dispersed assemblies
[coetus dispersos] – not, however, obscure but bearing the divine voice, […] leading many
everywhere to the true worship of God, even though meanwhile they are ridiculed, cast
out, and driven away by tyrants and by the majority of men.25

The preface goes on to describe under six topics the nature of the church as it
appears in the Genesis narrative.26 (1) The doctrine of the early patriarchs is
drawn from these earliest sources, and from these histories our forefathers
learned about Christ, as Luther’s commentary frequently points out. (2) The
miracles recorded in these accounts serve as testimonies of what kind of
doctrine and teachers God approves. (3) This church is preserved by God, not

23 On Luther’s concerns with ecclesiology in the Genesis Lectures see Maxfield (see n. 3),
141–214. These concerns were also a preoccupation among others in the Wittenberg
circle; see, e.g., T. Wengert, Caspar Cruciger Sr.’s 1546 ›Enarratio‹ on John’s Gospel: An
Experiment in Ecclesiological Exegesis (Church History 61, 1992, 60–74).

24 WA 44; XVI.
25 Ibd.
26 Ibd., XVII–XIX.
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by human laws, the patriarchs gathered church by the VO1C€ f Ciod Anl
by the Holy Spırıt 4} The continual SUCCESSION f the church 15 preserved
as 1t W 15 1n Jacob’s time! by the retaınıng f the Word from heaven, while
Caln, Ishmael, a! sa'uı arrogated themselves lordship Anl SUDErNONtYV 1n
the church by human titles Anl honors. Here Melanchthon also
the Babylonians’ claiıms CoONcern1ıng£ GOd, hased theır inhabiting f the
IM OST ancıent dwelling Dplaces f the Datriarchs, the cla1m f hıs CONTLEM-

IYbishops Anl collegia f the papal church, ACCOUNT f their LL CCS -

S101N, „that they CANNOT CIT, that they ATC the dwelling place Anl pillars f the
truth. « »„Let NOT he moOoved by titles f dignity, by place, by ordinary
SUCCESSION, « Melanchthon hıs readers, „wıth the result that
reckon the church that assembly which 15 Opposed the gospel Anl kılls
honest 111C  = ACCOUNT f theır confession f godly doctrine, Caın diıd  27
5} Readers f eNnes1s should consıder the lıves f the characters 1n the 1L147-

ratıve, for ere Moses records the history f the church 1fs members lıved
OQuUTt theır VOCAt1IONS civil a! domestic} for the PUTITDOSC that »superst1t10Ns
might hbe refuted.« Here Melanchthon artıculates Oobvyıous Dolemic
agalnst tradıtional Catholic forms f PDI1LELY, specifically ment1ion1ıng laws
about celibacy Anl distinctions between [O0dSs, Practices f self-torture, Anl
ascet1c1sm. He concludes, »Opposed these 1INsanıtles ATC the political Anl
domestic habıts f the athers fulll f examples f faith, full f the IM OST
onorable duties toward ILLCLL, full f MÄOOTOOYOG familial atfection|. «28 6
Finally, readers chould consıder the recOord 1n eNnes1s f the faults Anl faı
lures f these ILLELL, while noting also „dıistinct differenCe«:

The SOULY, have sald, take heed NOTt rush 1Nto things CONTLrarYy their CONSCIENCE.
When they el 1Nto SIN they eplore: the weakness of humanlkind and earned those
benefits promised tOr the cqlze of the COmMINg Redeemer. They elieve that Ciod rTeCEIVEes
them 1nN tOr the cqlze f that promised Redeemer.?>9

Ibd
78 44; The patriarch Abraham 15 Melanchthon’s example of alPatertamıil-

145 1n this sectl1on, despite the fact that this $irst volume of Luther’s lectures covered the
material 1n enesis only hrough 206 AÄG indicated In the subsequent mention f other
characters 1n enesis hrough the Joseph narratıve, Melanc.  on W5 us1ıng thıs preface

introduce Luther’s eXpOositioN 1n 1ts ‚anticipated] entirety, and NOT only the material
covered 1n the first published volume.

44; XIX
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by human laws, as the patriarchs gathered a church by the voice of God and
by the Holy Spirit. (4) The continual succession of the church is preserved
(as it was in Jacob’s time) by the retaining of the Word from heaven, while
Cain, Ishmael, and Esau arrogated to themselves lordship and superiority in
the church by human titles and honors. Here Melanchthon also compares
the Babylonians’ claims concerning God, based on their inhabiting of the
most ancient dwelling places of the patriarchs, to the claim of his contem-
porary bishops and collegia of the papal church, on account of their succes-
sion, »that they cannot err, that they are the dwelling place and pillars of the
truth.« »Let us not be moved by titles of dignity, by place, by an ordinary
succession,« Melanchthon urges his readers, »with the result that we
reckon as the church that assembly which is opposed to the gospel and kills
honest men on account of their confession of godly doctrine, as Cain did.«27

(5) Readers of Genesis should consider the lives of the characters in the nar-
rative, for here Moses records the history of the church as its members lived
out their vocations (civil and domestic) for the purpose that »superstitions
might be refuted.« Here Melanchthon articulates an obvious polemic
against traditional Catholic forms of piety, specifically mentioning laws
about celibacy and distinctions between foods, practices of self-torture, and
asceticism. He concludes, »Opposed to these insanities are the political and
domestic habits of the fathers – full of examples of faith, full of the most
honorable duties toward men, full of �������	
�« [familial affection].«28 (6)
Finally, readers should consider the record in Genesis of the faults and fai-
lures of these great men, while noting also a »distinct difference«:

The godly, as I have said, take heed not to rush into things contrary to their conscience.
When they fell into sin they deplored the weakness of humankind and learned those
benefits promised for the sake of the coming Redeemer. They believe that God receives
them in mercy for the sake of that promised Redeemer.29

27 Ibd., XVIII.
28 WA 44; XVIII. The patriarch Abraham is Melanchthon’s example of a faithful Paterfamil-

ias in this section, despite the fact that this first volume of Luther’s lectures covered the
material in Genesis only through 11:26. As indicated in the subsequent mention of other
characters in Genesis through the Joseph narrative, Melanchthon was using this preface
to introduce Luther’s exposition in its (anticipated) entirety, and not only the material
covered in the first published volume.

29 WA 44; XIX.
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After thus urgıng readers consıder these G1X tODP1CS f the eNnNes1ISs 1L147-

ratıve 1t describes the patriarchal church, Melanchthon 1INtro-
uUuCe Luther’s oOommMenNtar ıtself spiritual exposıt1ion that highlights
the f Ciod amONSgSt these ancıent believers, for the edificatiıon f
hbelievers 1n generation. The reader 15 led consıder the Evangelical
church the Lrue church, identified » church,« distinct from the
sSuperst1t10uUs, persecut1ing, a! self-aggrandizing church f the Roman
bishops. The preface Martın Luther the faiıthful teacher who 11 -
LCErPFrEeLIS the Bible WI1ItNess (10d’s wıth the Lrue church. Mel
anchthon the preface’s dedicatee Duke John FErnest follow the
example f hıs late father, Elector John, Duke f SaXony,3° who civıl
ruler ran ks wıth the Dharach f Joseph’s day A (IIL instructed 1n the Frue

knowledge f Cod a! who „cherished Aa adorned the churches Anl AT the
“A1L11IC time wıth moderation adapted hıs counsels for the ( OTLLLELLOLL

f (ermany. «31
Melanchthon’s preface COLLVCVS Pıcture f the selt-identity f VAan-

gelicals 1n („ermanYy 1n the VCarL 1544, Anl leads the original readers f
Luther’s eNnes1s Lectures 1INtfO theır reading the central ıdea that
ere 1n Luther’s eXpPOsIitL1ON f the patriarchal Nnarratıves 15 M1ITTOTr f theır
z experienCces believers 1n Christ, the Lrue church f Cod Melan-
chthon how Luther’s students had collected theır teacher’s UfferancCces
Aa Oommıtted them wrıting that they might he handed Own POüS-
ter1ty. He Y1VES detense for the fact that the OMMENTALY ADDCAaIs NOT

whole hut 1n volumes hbecause f the labor iınvolved 1n
collecting Lt, Prom1sıng that the remaınder chall follow. »HFOor Ciod
this teaching| hbe proclaimed both by VO1ICe Aa by the wr1tiıngs f hıs
church an that faithfully a! wıth DUr1Lty hand OWN POoster1ty
the doctrine made known by hım «32 Melanchthon’s preface thus 1INtro-

5 There 15 delightful play words here between Flector John, Duke of AaXONY, and the
eaders Duces] Melanc.  on has cited exemplary In the 00K of enes1is:
exemplo tu1 Patrıs, integerrım1 Princ1ıp1s, LDuc1iıs Sax0on1a43e i (Quanquam Nnım interior
$111t 15 SUMMIS NOsStrISs Ducibus, ] LLOS 41NLeaA reCENSUN, i amen TI UTLLECTAT! LLULLM
Patrem 11ı Aegypt10 Pharaonı licet i Thanks ames Kellerman fOr drawing 211-
ention this

51 44;
5 Ibd
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After thus urging readers to consider these six topics of the Genesis nar-
rative as it describes the patriarchal church, Melanchthon turns to intro-
duce Luther’s commentary itself as a spiritual exposition that highlights
the presence of God amongst these ancient believers, for the edification of
believers in every generation. The reader is led to consider the Evangelical
church as the true church, identified as »our church,« distinct from the
superstitious, persecuting, and self-aggrandizing church of the Roman
bishops. The preface presents Martin Luther as the faithful teacher who in-
terprets the Bible as a witness to God’s presence with the true church. Mel-
anchthon urges the preface’s dedicatee Duke John Ernest to follow the
example of his late father, Elector John, Duke of Saxony,30 who as a civil
ruler ranks with the pharaoh of Joseph’s day as one instructed in the true
knowledge of God and who »cherished and adorned the churches and at the
same time with great moderation adapted his counsels for the common
peace of Germany.«31

Melanchthon’s preface conveys a picture of the self-identity of Evan-
gelicals in Germany in the year 1544, and leads the original readers of
Luther’s Genesis Lectures to carry into their reading the central idea that
here in Luther’s exposition of the patriarchal narratives is a mirror of their
own experiences as believers in Christ, the true church of God. Melan-
chthon notes how Luther’s students had collected their teacher’s utterances
and committed them to writing so that they might be handed down to pos-
terity. He gives a defense for the fact that the commentary appears not as
a whole but in separate volumes because of the great labor involved in
collecting it, promising that the remainder shall follow. »For God wants
[this teaching] to be proclaimed both by voice and by the writings of his
church […] [and] that we faithfully and with purity hand down to posterity
the doctrine made known by him.«32 Melanchthon’s preface thus intro-

30 There is a delightful play on words here between Elector John, Duke of Saxony, and the
leaders (Duces) Melanchthon has cited as exemplary in the book of Genesis: »[…]
exemplo tui Patris, integerrimi Principis, Ducis Saxoniae […]. Quanquam enim inferior
fuit illis summis nostris Ducibus, quos antea recensui, […] tamen annumerare tuum
Patrem illi Aegyptio Pharaoni licet […]« Thanks to James Kellerman for drawing my at-
tention to this.

31 WA 44; XIX–XX.
32 Ibd.
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duces Luther’s eNnes1s Lectures hıs Contemporarıes A part f thıs test1-
I1LOLLY f Cod for al] generations f Christian believers.

As 1t turned OULT, the subsequent volumes f Luther’s exXxposıtion f (:en-
esS1IS dıd NOT ADPCat until ()VCT halt decade later, after the Reformer’s death,
1n 15 15 Aa 15 respectively. By thiıs time dramatiıc change had
Oecurred for the Evangelical churches 1n (ermany.33 Beginning wıth the
SECUMNNgG f papal SUPpPOTIT 1n June 546 a! CONtUINUING through the Spring
f 54/, Emperor Charles had CONquered SaXonYv Anl other Reformation-
endorsing terr1ı1forı.es Aa C1If1es through relig10us WAaLlL, undertaken under
the pPretexXt>* f Countering the „»rebelliogus« PIMNCES f the Smalcaldie
League, wıth the a1ıd alsO f Duke Mortıtz f Albertine SaXONnY, who rece1ved

hıs reward the electoral dignity 1n place f hıs imprisoned COUSIN, Elector
John Frederick. Duriıng the WT Melanchthon repeatedly expressed the fear,
Anl 1010181 1ts realization, that the War'’s destruction f the homeland would
interrupt the f studies Anl church lıfe 35 He SICW highly critical f

( In the EVENTS of the malca War, the nNnterım policy f Charles V, and subsequent (.0()[I1-

trOversies OIEvangelicals 1n (‚ermany, „CC D’INGEL, The Culture of Confliet 1n the
( .Ontroversles Leading the Formula f Concord (1 545-—1I15 SO in Lutheran Feclesiasti-
cal Culture 1550-1675, ed by KOLB, 2008, DINGEL/G. VWARTENBERG ‚He.},
Politik und Bekenntnis. I e Reaktion auf das nNnterım Va  - 5458, 2006; and SCHEIBLE,
Melanc.  on Fıne Biographie, 1997, 170—19I NM y interpretatıon of the EVEeNTS 15 Iso
2456 areful FTEeEVICEW of Melanchthon’s COI'I'BSPOIIdBIICB from the 54 7/-—1 5

sSiımmarızed In the egesten volumes ( 1n MB  = FOor 21CCOUNT of thıs period
critical f Melanchthon’s 1CT10NS and analyzing Flacius’s CM1t1C1SM, “CC (LSON,
Matthias Flacius and the Survival of Luther’s Retorm, [(010A

Charles himselft reterred 1n letter his SIStEF Marıa of Hungary 9 June 546 hıs
charges agalnst Hesse and aXONY pretext fOr startıng thıs WAalr (PCICC religious
Uunıty 1n the Empire: „1f did NOTt otrike 110 ßl the bstates of (eIManYy wWwonu be 1n
danger of alling AWAaY from theal and wWwonu the LOW C ountrles. Aftfter weighing ßl
thıs agaın and agaın have eciıded WAalr agalnst Hesse and 5SaXony the dis
turbers of the And oug thıs pretext ßl NOT deceive ALLYOLLC fOr AILY length
of time about the fact that 1t 15 question f religion, 1t ll 211 least help divide those
who have seceded « Quoted 1n EDIN, H1story of the Council f rent, TAans (zRAF,
I1961I, A, 205

355 See, MB  = 4550 CR 6, 363-—364], Melanc.  on Heinrich Besold, I January 1547/7,
where he Offers the hought that the C1Tt1es 111 provide home tOr the churches and
chools Charaecteristic of Melanchthon’s apocalyptic worldview, “CC1I1 I5 1n hıs ( {)I -

respondence during thıs period f strite, 15 hıs 543 hymn 1CHNUS STAtes UDI, In 1C

235

2014, Vandenhoeck uprecht (‚ mbH e} <G, Göttingen
SEN Prin 9783525874462 SEN FE-Rook 9783647874463

235

duces Luther’s Genesis Lectures to his contemporaries as part of this testi-
mony of God for all generations of Christian believers.

As it turned out, the subsequent volumes of Luther’s exposition of Gen-
esis did not appear until over half a decade later, after the Reformer’s death,
in 1550, 1552, and 1554, respectively. By this time dramatic change had
occurred for the Evangelical churches in Germany.33 Beginning with the
securing of papal support in June 1546 and continuing through the Spring
of 1547, Emperor Charles V had conquered Saxony and other Reformation-
endorsing territories and cities through a religious war, undertaken under
the pretext34 of countering the »rebellious« princes of the Smalcaldic
League, with the aid also of Duke Moritz of Albertine Saxony, who received
as his reward the electoral dignity in place of his imprisoned cousin, Elector
John Frederick. During the war Melanchthon repeatedly expressed the fear,
and soon its realization, that the war’s destruction of the homeland would
interrupt the progress of studies and church life.35 He grew highly critical of

33 On the events of the Smalcald War, the Interim policy of Charles V, and subsequent con-
troversies among Evangelicals in Germany, see I. Dingel, The Culture of Conflict in the
Controversies Leading to the Formula of Concord (1548–1580) (in: Lutheran Ecclesiasti-
cal Culture 1550–1675, ed. by R. Kolb, 2008, 15–64); I. Dingel/G. Wartenberg (Hg.),
Politik und Bekenntnis. Die Reaktion auf das Interim von 1548, 2006; and H. Scheible,
Melanchthon. Eine Biographie, 1997, 170–191. My interpretation of the events is also
based on a careful review of Melanchthon’s correspondence from the years 1547–1552
as summarized in the Regesten volumes (5 & 6) in MBW. For an account of this period
critical of Melanchthon’s actions and analyzing Flacius’s criticism, see O.K. Olson,
Matthias Flacius and the Survival of Luther’s Reform, 2002.

34 Charles V himself referred in a letter to his sister Maria of Hungary (9 June 1546) to his
charges against Hesse and Saxony as a pretext for starting this war to coerce religious
unity in the Empire: »If we did not strike now all the Estates of Germany would be in
danger of falling away from the faith, and so would the Low Countries. After weighing all
this again and again I have decided to go to war against Hesse and Saxony as the dis-
turbers of the peace […]. And although this pretext will not deceive anyone for any length
of time about the fact that it is a question of religion, it will at least help to divide those
who have seceded.« Quoted in H. Jedin, A History of the Council of Trent, trans. E. Graf,
1961, 2, 203.

35 See, e.g., MBW 4550 (CR 6, 363–364), Melanchthon to Heinrich Besold, 14 January 1547,
where he offers the thought that the cities will provide a home for the churches and
schools. Characteristic of Melanchthon’s apocalyptic worldview, as seen also in his cor-
respondence during this period of strife, is his 1543 hymn Dicimus grates tibi, in which
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the policies f the PIMNCES f the Smalcaldic League, especlally Elector John
Frederick, CVECIN he published VAarlOuUs detenses f the right f political
SISFANCE .36

Following the ImMprisonNment f Elector John Frederick Anl the capitula-
t10n7n f Wittenberg, secured under the threat f John Frederick’s eXeCcut10nN,
Melanchthon made the ateful dec1ısıon Tefrfurn the Unı1versity f Wıt-
tenberg the subject f the LIC Elector MuoTrI1tZ, who promised
the Unı1ivers1ity Anl that there would hbe substantıve changes 1n hıs reli-
10US policy supporting the Reformation 1n SaXxony As Emperor Charles
sought 1mMpOose Tefrfurn f Evangelical („ermanYy the jurisdiction f the
papal hierarchy, crafting the policy known the Augsburg nterım after 1fs
promulgation by the imperial |diet AT Augsburg 1n April 545, hundreds f
Evangelical PAastOrs fled WEIC forced INtfo exıile where the nterım W 15

forced, chiefly 1n South („ermany But 1n SaXonYv the 11C Elector MuoTrI1tZ,
seeking the SUPDOTIT f hıs theologians Anl counselors, attempted COM1LPDIO-
m1ıse pDolLicy, the sO-Ccalled Le1ipz1g Interım, almıng conform sufficiently
the Emperor’s policy ff OCcCcupatıon f imperial 1TMI1€S as had
happened 1n the South! while AT the “-A111C time preserving the evangelical
character f religion 1n hıs realm, the Emperor had assured hım ‚Orally!
that he would hbe permitted do 37

z f the STAaNZAS read: „The aNCIENtT ragon 15 their the angels’| {Oe; Hıs CILV Y and hıs
wrath they know. It always 15 his 211 and pride Thy Christian people divide AÄG
he f old deceived the WOT And 1Nto S11 andehas hurled, So 110 he subtly lies
1n walt in FLn cschool and Church and ate.« Translation 1n POLACK, andbook

the Lutheran Hymnal, 31955, 186 The hymn first appeared 1: LDe Angelis |DaMfe
ymnı, Wittenberg 543

36 See, MB  = 4533 CR 6, 343-—344|), Melanc.  on oachim (Lamerarıus, January
547 (n Melanchthon’s WI1LLINgS regarding resistance during the WAdlL, “CC LUTHER PE-

TERSON, Justus Men1us, Philipp Melanchthon, and the 547/ Jreatıse, Von der Notwehr
Unterricht (ARG SI, 19090, 138-I1 57}1, and the liıterature ciıted there
The nNnterım documents, wiıth T1Ee' introductions, ADPDCaL 1n SOUTrCEes and ONTEXTS of
the Book of Concord, ed by KoLB/J.A NESTINGEN, 20U01, 144-196 It 15 iımportan
NnNOote that the 6S0-Calle: Leipz1ıg Interım, given that 1L1ALLLC In the CME1qUES of Flacius, W5

approved ouch by the A4aX0oN | het and 15 better termed the Le1pz1g Proposal
cf DINGEL, Culture of Conflfliect see 331, 21-22}. Flacius’s polemic W 4A5 successtul,
however, that the CONTLIOVEISY VT adiaphora sparked by the document W5 211 the TOOT of

other intra-Lutheran CONTTrOVEerSIEeSs 1n this period. See ibd., 22—54
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the policies of the princes of the Smalcaldic League, especially Elector John
Frederick, even as he published various defenses of the right of political re-
sistance.36

Following the imprisonment of Elector John Frederick and the capitula-
tion of Wittenberg, secured under the threat of John Frederick’s execution,
Melanchthon made the fateful decision to return to the University of Wit-
tenberg as the subject of the new Elector Moritz, who promised to renew
the University and that there would be no substantive changes in his reli-
gious policy supporting the Reformation in Saxony. As Emperor Charles V
sought to impose a return of Evangelical Germany to the jurisdiction of the
papal hierarchy, crafting the policy known as the Augsburg Interim after its
promulgation by the imperial Diet at Augsburg in April 1548, hundreds of
Evangelical pastors fled or were forced into exile where the Interim was en-
forced, chiefly in South Germany. But in Saxony the new Elector Moritz,
seeking the support of his theologians and counselors, attempted a compro-
mise policy, the so-called Leipzig Interim, aiming to conform sufficiently to
the Emperor’s policy to stave off an occupation of imperial armies (as had
happened in the South) while at the same time preserving the evangelical
character of religion in his realm, as the Emperor had assured him (orally)
that he would be permitted to do.37

two of the stanzas read: »The ancient Dragon is their [the angels’] foe; / His envy and his
wrath they know. / It always is his aim and pride / Thy Christian people to divide. // As
he of old deceived the world / And into sin and death has hurled, / So now he subtly lies
in wait / To ruin school and Church and State.« Translation in W.G. Polack, Handbook
to the Lutheran Hymnal, 31958, 186f. The hymn first appeared in: De Angelis Duo
Hymni, Wittenberg 1543.

36 See, e.g., MBW 4533 (CR 6, 343–344), Melanchthon to Joachim Camerarius, 4 January
1547. On Melanchthon’s writings regarding resistance during the war, see Luther D. Pe-

terson, Justus Menius, Philipp Melanchthon, and the 1547 Treatise, Von der Notwehr
Unterricht (ARG 81, 1990, 138–157), and the literature cited there.

37 The Interim documents, with brief introductions, appear in Sources and Contexts of
the Book of Concord, ed. by R. Kolb/J.A. Nestingen, 2001, 144–196. It is important to
note that the so-called Leipzig Interim, given that name in the critiques of Flacius, was
never approved as such by the Saxon Diet and so is better termed the Leipzig Proposal
(cf. Dingel, Culture of Conflict [see n. 33], 21–22). Flacius’s polemic was so successful,
however, that the controversy over adiaphora sparked by the document was at the root of
numerous other intra-Lutheran controversies in this period. See ibd., 22–54.
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By early 15 when the second volume f Luther’s eNeES1IS Lectures
W 15 being prepared for publication, Evangelicals 1n („ermanYy WEeEIC deeply dı
vided 1INtfO what would eventually (COLLIC hbe known „»Cnesio-Lutheran«
a! »Philippist« partıes. Nıicholas VOo  = Amsdorf, Frasmus Alber, Matthias
Flacius, a! Nicholas Gallus, theologians actıve 1n the CLtYy f Magdeburg,
WEIC leading powertul propaganda Campa1gn agalnst the nterım law Aa
WEIC the polemical attack agalınst Philip Melanchthon Aa other »adıa-
Phorists« who AT Wittenberg WEIC seeking by careful COMPrOM1seEs
SUPpPOTT Aa influence theologically Evangelical church lıfe 1n FElectoral
SaXonYv under the protection f the LIC Elector.38 The Magdeburgers WEIC

choosing political ( and eventually military! resistance for detend-
Ing the free preaching the gospel Anl their C1LtVy’S lıberties agalınst ABSICS-
S1VE CHMLDCIOTL a! hıs allıance wıth the papal Antichrist. In CONTFAST, Mel
anchthon, Caut10us Aa earftul f the devastatıon that yet another WT would
bring, W 15 combatting „the chaos f these last daysS« through the renewal f
schools, hıs teaching a! theological leadership 1n Wittenberg, a! seeking
protection f PAasStOrs Aa ConNgregations, all f which he viewed dependent

the patronage f the ruling class 1n the Cit1es Aa 1n the terrıtor.es f the
princes.

Melanchthon had Dlanned wrıte the preface for the SeCONd volume
f Luther’s eNnes1s Lectures, hut February he Heinrich
Besold that he could NOT ultill the task 39 SO Michael Roting, who after
Dietrich’s death W 15 working together wıth Besold bring the publication
f the lectures completion, tOO1< the PCIL ARaT dedicated hıs preface » TO
the Holy Catholic Church, which 1n al] 1fs dispersion reCOgNIZES the VO1C€

35 ( In the Magdeburg cCampalgn „CC KAUFMANN, [ )as Ende der Retormation. Magdeburgs
»Herrgotts Kanzlei« Bı 545-1I 5 1/2), 2005; ()LSON see 33}; and REIN, The Chancery
of Ciod Protestant rınt, Polemic and Propaganda agalnst the Empire, Magdeburg
546-155 1L, 0068
MB  = 5608 CR 7, I 5}; MB  = 5730 CR 7, 547-548). In May, 1n letter Johann von Berg
thanking him fOr hıs LODY of the published volume, Melanc.  On promised that he
wWwon AITILILIC hrough wiıth preface fOor the NexTt installment. MB  = 754 CR 7, 88} e1ıt
Dietrich, who had prepared the first volume tOr publication, had died 1n 549 but NOT
betore furnishing IMOST of the edited material fOor this second volume, Roting NOTEes 1n
the preface \WA 44; XXIM.
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By early 1550, when the second volume of Luther’s Genesis Lectures
was being prepared for publication, Evangelicals in Germany were deeply di-
vided into what would eventually come to be known as »Gnesio-Lutheran«
and »Philippist« parties. Nicholas von Amsdorf, Erasmus Alber, Matthias
Flacius, and Nicholas Gallus, theologians active in the city of Magdeburg,
were leading a powerful propaganda campaign against the Interim law and
were on the polemical attack against Philip Melanchthon and other »adia-
phorists« who at Wittenberg were seeking by careful compromises to
support and to influence theologically Evangelical church life in Electoral
Saxony under the protection of the new Elector.38 The Magdeburgers were
choosing political (and eventually military) resistance as a means for defend-
ing the free preaching the gospel and their city’s liberties against an aggres-
sive emperor and his alliance with the papal Antichrist. In contrast, Mel-
anchthon, cautious and fearful of the devastation that yet another war would
bring, was combatting »the chaos of these last days« through the renewal of
schools, his teaching and theological leadership in Wittenberg, and seeking
protection of pastors and congregations, all of which he viewed as dependent
on the patronage of the ruling class in the cities and in the territories of the
princes.

Melanchthon had planned to write the preface for the second volume
of Luther’s Genesis Lectures, but on 15 February 1550 he wrote to Heinrich
Besold that he could not fulfill the task.39 So Michael Roting, who after
Dietrich’s death was working together with Besold to bring the publication
of the lectures to completion, took up the pen and dedicated his preface »To
the Holy Catholic Church, which in all its dispersion recognizes the voice

38 On the Magdeburg campaign see T. Kaufmann, Das Ende der Reformation. Magdeburgs
»Herrgotts Kanzlei« (1548–1551/2), 2003; Olson (see n. 33); and N. Rein, The Chancery
of God: Protestant Print, Polemic and Propaganda against the Empire, Magdeburg
1546–1551, 2008.

39 MBW 5698 (CR 7, 515); MBW 5730 (CR 7, 547–548). In May, in a letter to Johann von Berg
thanking him for his copy of the published volume, Melanchthon promised that he
would come through with a preface for the next installment. MBW 5784 (CR 7, 588). Veit
Dietrich, who had prepared the first volume for publication, had died in 1549 but not
before furnishing most of the edited material for this second volume, as Roting notes in
the preface (WA 44; XXIII).
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f (JUT Lord Jesus Christ, 1fs DAasStOT. «4° Wrıting from C1LtYV f Nuremberg
deeply pressed under the emperor’s nterım DOlLicy, prophetic Anl apocalyp-
t1C themes ATC AT the heart f Roting’s hrief INCESSdasC the reader 41 He
draws the CUT10US example f Jesus’ praise for John the Baptıst when the
latter W 15 imprisoned: 110 O€s Jesus| WAant he eloquent 1n the
Pralses f thıs ILLALL, SINCE he W 15 1n the hands f LyranC-, Anl 1n the future
W 15 NOT Z01Ng TrTefurn the assembly f the church?« Roting A115WET5

thıs quest1ion by presenting John the MIESSCIHSCI f repecnNtanCce, the C

ond Elijah \Mt —JI whose Office ARBT M1IN1IStIYV cCoOoNtınue hbe the
Z701N£g tasl f the church untiıl the final anathema« f the Lord Judg
mMent aYy.

The preface describes how the church would face the “-A111C a! CVECIN

greater difficulties 1n thıs Office f preaching repenNtance than both the first
Aa sSecCcOnNd Elijah had faced » FOr the history f the church testifies about
what perverting f the dıvine testiımonYy Occurred, through VAarı0us superst1-
t10NSs Anl blasphemies, CONCEMNINE the teaching Of| repecntance Anl the
gospel.« Such Dervers10ns would untiıl] the „Jlast wound that W 15 de.
scribed by Christ a! the apostles al] SOTTITOWS« the church’s
pression »Uunder the godless rule f (IIL violent «C who »U5C5 imperial
edicts Anl laws« VDDOSC Christ Aa who theretore 15 the VCILY Antı-
christ 43 In Cod had SCNT Martın Luther 1n the mıidst f thıs apocalyp-
t1C warfare, tilling hım

wıth Sspırıt of L9) and OlICANEesSs [ ÖUVUVAULOG 2t NOAQONOLAG|, ublish thıs doctrine of
repentance and the ospel| wiıth iberty and zeal, 21CCOUNT of the 1a danger of
the church, pProtecCct thıs right Tus| of the church that had collapsed under un]ust OT
and the and IMOST ainful disputes, and eliver 1t.44

44; XX
4 I Roting’s 15 by tar the chortest preface of the four volumes. 1le Melanchthon’s preface

the first volume of the lectures takes 1n the W.  f Roting’s 15 three
The prefaces fOr volumes and AIC G1X and Just VCTI PAasCS, respectively.

42 44; XXI—-XXIL
43 Ibd XII

Ibd
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of our Lord Jesus Christ, its pastor.«40 Writing from a city of Nuremberg
deeply pressed under the emperor’s Interim policy, prophetic and apocalyp-
tic themes are at the heart of Roting’s brief message to the reader.41 He
draws on the curious example of Jesus’ praise for John the Baptist when the
latter was imprisoned: »Why now does [Jesus] want to be so eloquent in the
praises of this man, since he was in the hands of a tyrant, and in the future
was not going to return to the assembly of the church?« Roting answers
this question by presenting John as the messenger of repentance, the sec-
ond Elijah (Mt 11:14–15), whose office and ministry continue to be the on-
going task of the church until the »final anathema« of the Lord on Judg-
ment Day.42

The preface describes how the church would face the same and even
greater difficulties in this office of preaching repentance than both the first
and second Elijah had faced: »For the history of the church testifies about
what perverting of the divine testimony occurred, through various supersti-
tions and blasphemies, concerning [the teaching of] repentance and the
gospel.« Such perversions would occur until the »last wound that was de-
scribed by Christ and the apostles surpasses all sorrows« – the church’s op-
pression »under the godless rule of one violent man,« who »uses imperial
edicts and laws« to oppose Christ and who therefore is the very Anti-
christ.43 In mercy God had sent Martin Luther in the midst of this apocalyp-
tic warfare, filling him

with a spirit of power and boldness [�������« et 	
���
�
«], to publish this doctrine [of
repentance and the gospel] with great liberty and zeal, on account of the final danger of
the church, to protect this right [Ius] of the church that had collapsed under unjust lords
and the greatest and most painful disputes, and to deliver it.44

40 WA 44; XXI.
41 Roting’s is by far the shortest preface of the four volumes. While Melanchthon’s preface

to the first volume of the lectures takes up seven pages in the WA, Roting’s is three pages.
The prefaces for volumes 3 and 4 are six and just over seven pages, respectively.

42 WA 44; XXI–XXII.
43 Ibd., XXII.
44 Ibd., XXIII.
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Luther’s eXpPOsIitL1ON f („enesI1Ss, I1 hıs ILLALLYV labors 1n interpreting the
prophetic a! apostolic wrT1tIngs, 15 presented »especlally useful for the
church. 4

Roting then highlights the work f Veıt Dietrich, Luther’s fellow-
worker whom the Retormer lauded hısz »SNESIO |VVNOLOV |46 disciple,«
who had published the first volume f the lectures Aa who betfore hıs death
had prepared the hullk f thıs sSecCcOnNd volume ell The last lınes f the
preface complete thıs Pıcture f the CONtEMLDOA church engaged 1n the
tinal, apocalyptic CONTEST, describing Luther’s role 1n 1t Carryıng the
Splrıt a! f both the first a! the SEeCONA)| Elijah:
i dedicate 15 olume| YOLU, holy church, whom NOTt only did Luther de.
VOTtTe everything he COU fOr YyOLL salvation, but whom Ciod AAVC yYyOUu that yOoLU
might have Messenger of yYyOUL salvation, and lijah, who having reCalle: the doc.
tr1nes of the athers and apostles wWwonu Lurn the hearts of the “{)115 the athers and
V1ICEef and that yYyOUu Iso might know yYyOUL right 1US| agalnst the profane 1165 sıttiıng
1n the temple of God, that 1t chould NOTt be lost by yYyOUu 1n the COM1N£g wrath and 1a
anathema. S1INCe the time of thıs judgment by ßl S1gNSs be NOTt far off, ILLE Y yOoLU
cOoNsıder that thıs revelation W5 solemnly spoken by ESUS Christ (I)LLIT Lord ‚VECeI yOoLU
110 „He who has AL tOr hearing, let him hear, and he who reads, let him under-
stand. «47

The preface thus NCOUTLTASCS 1ts readers gird theır loins for the present
struggle f Evangelicals 1n („ermany, 1n the face f by CHMIDCIOL
VICfOT1OUS the hattlefield COCTCEC theır Tefrfurn the papal fold, wıth the
imperial nterım law SOVECIN the Evangelical churches throughout the
empıre untiıl] the Councıil f Irent could render final dec1s10ns for doctrine
Anl reform f the Catholic Church. An Evangelical ecclesiology 15 PTCSUD-
DOosed throughout, the Holy Catholiec Church 15 described persecuted
Anl suffering dispersion, called heed the VO1C€e f 1fs presecnt Elijah, CVCIN

45 Ibd
46 The uUuScCcC f thıs term 15 probably 1TON1C and polemical (depending when the term W 4A5

first used tOr theologians opposed the Wittenberg circle 4round Melanchthon], g1ven
that Dietrich, Roting, and Besold had been working 1n Cooperatıon wiıth Melanc.  On 1n
the publication of Luther’s enesis Lectures. In AIl LdsC, Roting 15 emphasizing | het-
rich’s close relationship Luther.

47 44; ct Mt 11L1.15; 24115
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Luther’s exposition of Genesis, among his many labors in interpreting the
prophetic and apostolic writings, is presented as »especially useful for the
church.«45

Roting then highlights the work of Veit Dietrich, Luther’s fellow-
worker whom the Reformer lauded as his own »gnesio [���
���]46 disciple,«
who had published the first volume of the lectures and who before his death
had prepared the bulk of this second volume as well. The last lines of the
preface complete this picture of the contemporary church engaged in the
final, apocalyptic contest, describing Luther’s role in it as carrying on the
spirit and power of (both the first and the second) Elijah:

[…] we dedicate [this volume] to you, O holy church, to whom not only did Luther de-
vote everything he could for your salvation, but whom God gave to you so that you
might have a Messenger of your salvation, and an Elijah, who having recalled the doc-
trines of the fathers and apostles would turn the hearts of the sons to the fathers and
vice versa, and that you also might know your right [ius] against the profane ones sitting
in the temple of God, that it should not be lost by you in the coming wrath and final
anathema. Since the time of this judgment seems by all signs to be not far off, may you
consider that this revelation was solemnly spoken by Jesus Christ our Lord even to you
now: »He who has ears for hearing, let him hear, and he who reads, let him under-
stand.«47

The preface thus encourages its readers to gird up their loins for the present
struggle of Evangelicals in Germany, in the face of attempts by an emperor
victorious on the battlefield to coerce their return to the papal fold, with the
imperial Interim law to govern the Evangelical churches throughout the
empire until the Council of Trent could render final decisions for doctrine
and reform of the Catholic Church. An Evangelical ecclesiology is presup-
posed throughout, as the Holy Catholic Church is described as a persecuted
and suffering dispersion, called to heed the voice of its present Elijah, even

45 Ibd.
46 The use of this term is probably ironic and polemical (depending on when the term was

first used for theologians opposed to the Wittenberg circle around Melanchthon), given
that Dietrich, Roting, and Besold had been working in cooperation with Melanchthon in
the publication of Luther’s Genesis Lectures. In any case, Roting is emphasizing Diet-
rich’s close relationship to Luther.

47 WA 44; XXIII; cf. Mt 11:15; 24:15.
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Christ the pastor f thıs church 15 presecnt 1n 1t through the preaching f
the gospel.4®

Despite Melanchthon’s repeated 1n hıs correspondence f thiıs
period characterize the CONTLFOVEISY ()VCT adiaphora ‚ and thereıin CTY1t1-
C1SMS f hıs conduct 1n crafting a! supporting Elector Ontz’'s COM1LPDIO-
m1ıse policy 1n SaxonYy! trifling Matter, 1t W 15 precisely thıs CONTLFOVEISY
Aa the political Uunrest that accompanied 1t that eventually led Mortıtz
reconsıder hıs allegiances.49 In November 15 Morıtz tinally ( AL

agrecemen wıth the besieged C1LtYV f Magdeburg, hut 1t W 15 e_
mMent between the C1LtYV Anl MoTrI1tZ, NOT the Emperor.5° (n January
Morıtz together wıth other Evangelical Princes signed LICALYy wıth Kıng
Henry ll f France, clear break wıth the Emperor Anl hıs nterım policy
that would eventually lead another

When 25 January Melanchthon penned hıs preface the thırd vol
= f the eNnes1s Lectures, thiıs historical CONTEXT 15 evident 1n hıs TEXT
Aa 1t 15 clear that he viewed Luther’s exposıtion f eNeES1IS ımportant
contribution hıs PTOSTaIN for ecclesiastical Anl sOcietal renewal 1n the
wake f W IT Anl imperial repressi1on f the Reformation, wıth another W IT

looming. At thiıs time Melanchthon W 1415 1n Nuremberg, awaltıng Orders
travel Irent Jo1n S14axon ambassadors Dart f Protestant delegation

45 » FOTr Just he always JO1Ns wıth himselft his gospel, 1C. displays ESUS Christ the
church and chows him present although he himselft 15 NOTt here ALLYIHNOLC atter he rose),
he educes the M1IN1IStry of the gospel OLT of the example f ohn FOor Just the Mes-
SCILISCI himselt W5 betore the face of God, namely, the Elijah who Urns the hearts f the
athers the “ {)115 and those of the “{)115 the tathers, this M1IN1IStry which Christ
ascribes the gospel along wıth the Holy Spirit)} PX1StS CONSTAN: duty continuously
until Christ judge the living and the dead, that there INa Yy be Messenger
before the face of the Lord who might PICDALC hıs WdY, when he annNOoUNCEd repentance

be converted God, and commands hiım do works worthy f repenNtLanNCe.« 44;
X XI

49 FOor analysis of Flector Maortz’'s predicament 1n maintaınıng Oorder 1n his realm 1n the
face of resistance the Emperor’s nNnterım policy and hıs () W 211 COompromıise,
„CC C5D REIN (see 381, 12/7—177/7; and (ILSON (see 33}1, 207-2158.

5 REIN (see 381, 172.
51 ( In Melanchthon’s negatıve appraisal of Maoritz's plan, “CC SCHEIBLE, Fın Irtrtum

Melanchthons: SEe1INE Warnung VT dem Fürstenkrieg 551/52 in DERS., Auftfsätze
Melanchthon, 2U10, 277-286).
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as Christ the pastor of this church is present in it through the preaching of
the gospel.48

Despite Melanchthon’s repeated attempts in his correspondence of this
period to characterize the controversy over adiaphora (and therein criti-
cisms of his conduct in crafting and supporting Elector Moritz’s compro-
mise policy in Saxony) as a trifling matter, it was precisely this controversy
and the political unrest that accompanied it that eventually led Moritz to
reconsider his allegiances.49 In November 1551 Moritz finally came to a
peace agreement with the besieged city of Magdeburg, but it was an agree-
ment between the city and Moritz, not the Emperor.50 On 15 January 1552
Moritz together with other Evangelical princes signed a treaty with King
Henry II of France, a clear break with the Emperor and his Interim policy
that would eventually lead to another war.51

When on 25 January Melanchthon penned his preface to the third vol-
ume of the Genesis Lectures, this historical context is evident in his text
and it is clear that he viewed Luther’s exposition of Genesis as an important
contribution to his program for ecclesiastical and societal renewal in the
wake of war and imperial repression of the Reformation, with another war
looming. At this time Melanchthon was in Nuremberg, awaiting orders to
travel to Trent to join Saxon ambassadors as part of a Protestant delegation

48 »For just as he always joins with himself his gospel, which displays Jesus Christ to the
church and shows him present (although he himself is not here anymore after he rose), so
he deduces the ministry of the gospel out of the example of John. For just as the Mes-
senger himself was before the face of God, namely, the Elijah who turns the hearts of the
fathers to the sons and those of the sons to the fathers, so this ministry (which Christ
ascribes to the gospel along with the Holy Spirit) exists as a constant duty: continuously
until Christ comes to judge the living and the dead, so that there may be a Messenger
before the face of the Lord who might prepare his way, when he announced a repentance
to be converted to God, and commands him to do works worthy of repentance.« WA 44;
XXI.

49 For analysis of Elector Moritz’s predicament in maintaining order in his realm in the
face of resistance to the Emperor’s Interim policy and his own attempts at compromise,
see esp. Rein (see n. 38), 127–177; and Olson (see n. 33), 207–218.

50 Rein (see n. 38), 172f.
51 On Melanchthon’s negative appraisal of Moritz’s plan, see H. Scheible, Ein Irrtum

Melanchthons: seine Warnung vor dem Fürstenkrieg 1551/52 (in: Ders., Aufsätze zu
Melanchthon, 2010, 277–286).
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AT the Councıil. Instead the Order eventually ( AL for hım Tefurn Wıt-
tenberg the Princes’ Revolt erupted Aa the Councıl W 15 suspended.| But
1n hıs open1ıng Daragraph f the preface Luther’s („enes1s, Melanchthon
INvıtes hıs readers cCONsıder the plan f Cod Aa Z1ve hım thanks

that 1n the mi1ıdst of auch ru1NSs of governments, the destruction f C1ıtles, and scatterıng f
humankind, thıs hıs doctrine 15 NOTt permitted be extinguished. He has rather revealed
illustrious testimoöon1es i that might know tOr certaın both that (:OD PX1STtS and
that he has gathered together fOr himselft church, and Iso that thıs csteadfast doctrine
1C he has passed OWN 15 the truth 52

Melanchthon ASSECTITSs that thiıs doctrine finds 1ts deepest SOUTCE 1n the first
boaolk f Moses:

“{)111CC5 that IMUST know VCLY el indeed, because 1n AIl doctrine 1t MmMAatters

greatly that the beginning and original| “{)LILTGCC 15 correctly known, Just 1t 15 salid, The
beginning 15 haltf of the whole, indeed 1LLUTIC than halt

Wıth the obviıous 2111 f refuting the cla1ıms f both papal Anl concilıar
authority from Scriıpture, the preface describes the Office f teaching
1n the church A instituted by Ciod »NOT that ALLYOLLC might bring forth
11C teaching, hut that the readers I1LLALY accurately read aloud the
people these VCILY prophetic Aa apostolic boolks « Melanchthon describes
Luther’s M1INIStIY by which Ciod has agaın cleansed the church.
Luther’s eXPOS1Lt10NS chould hbe pDassed Own poster1ty »NOT only that
the prophetic Anl apostolic books might hbe made clear, hut also that the
estimon1es f thıs ILLALL, whose soul W 15 guided by the Holy SpPUrt, might
he made known | 1n the mıidst f disputes about dogma. «53 The ULLCASY
allıance between the papal church a! Charles a! the threat f 1mMposing
the decrees f Irent wıithın the empı1re lurk behind Melanchthon’s descrip-
t10NSs f gzovern1ıing DOWCLIS that »ODDICSS the assembly which suards the S0S5-
pel« al prophesied 1n the openıng chapters f eNnes1s where 1t STATES that
Ciod Dplaces »ENM1tY between the seed f the Anl the seed f the SCT-

pCNL« Gn 3115).54

5 44; XIV.
Ibd XXIV-XXV.
Ibd XX  <
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at the Council. (Instead the order eventually came for him to return to Wit-
tenberg as the Princes’ Revolt erupted and the Council was suspended.) But
in his opening paragraph of the preface to Luther’s Genesis, Melanchthon
invites his readers to consider the plan of God and to give him thanks

that in the midst of such ruins of governments, the destruction of cities, and scattering of
humankind, this his doctrine is not permitted to be extinguished. He has rather revealed
illustrious testimonies […] so that we might know for certain both that God exists and
that he has gathered together for himself a church, and also that this steadfast doctrine
which he has passed down is the truth.52

Melanchthon asserts that this doctrine finds its deepest source in the first
book of Moses:

sources that everyone must know very well indeed, because in any doctrine it matters
greatly that the beginning and [original] source is correctly known, just as it is said, ›The
beginning is half of the whole, indeed more than half.‹

With the obvious aim of refuting the claims of both papal and conciliar
authority apart from Scripture, the preface describes the office of teaching
in the church as instituted by God »not so that anyone might bring forth a
new teaching, but so that the readers may accurately read aloud to the
people these very prophetic and apostolic books.« Melanchthon describes
Luther’s ministry as a means by which God has again cleansed the church.
Luther’s expositions should be passed down to posterity »not only so that
the prophetic and apostolic books might be made clear, but also that the
testimonies of this man, whose soul was guided by the Holy Spirit, might
be made known […] in the midst of disputes about dogma.«53 The uneasy
alliance between the papal church and Charles V and the threat of imposing
the decrees of Trent within the empire lurk behind Melanchthon’s descrip-
tions of governing powers that »oppress the assembly which guards the gos-
pel« – all prophesied in the opening chapters of Genesis where it states that
God places »enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the ser-
pent« (Gn 3:15).54

52 WA 44; XXIV.
53 Ibd., XXIV–XXV.
54 Ibd., XXV.
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The polemic agalnst Irent Anl the threat f imperilal repressi1on f the
Evangelical church O€s NOT rem aın only 1n the background, however. hıs
third volume f the eNeES1IS Lectures COLLVCVS Luther’s rich evangelical
POos1ıt1on f the narratıve f Jacob ( Genesis chapters 5—36] As Melanchthon

eloquent Jacob’s later prophecies f righteousness a! eternal lıfe
through Shilch Gn 49:10]), wh; 111 crush the head f the SCErpeNt a! abol
ısh S11 Anl death, he O€s »fOT thiıs PUTITDOSC only«:

that 211 the OUTSEeTt might a1dmonish the that In these histories NOT only chould
they ceelc examples of household and political lite, but especlally X1IN! of doctrine
‚VE the OTMSCHSULL of the first teachers f the church be contemplated In al and
1n PIayel, that might NCOULASC ourselves by their OTMSCHSULL The “-\ALLIC hearers,
w1tnesses, and pro  S of the gospel AIC Adam, Abraham, Isaac, and aco fOr 1100

thıs blessing of Ciod sounds Or In those churches that embrace the doctrine of Luther,
1C he SPTS Or 1n these COMMEeNtaAaNEeSs and elsewhere 55

Later 1n the preface Melanchthon lays 1n sharp thıs ancıent (0()11-

“C11510U1L5 the 11C teaching which emp1re Aa papal church ATC seeking
1mMpOose UDOLL the faiıthful churches f Ciod 1n („ermanYy, A Melanchthon
reflects both political EVENTS Anl decrees that aVeE emerged from the
Councıl f Irent

At thıs tiıme, 1scordOI those IMOST Josely elated persistently (ICC.LLLS 1n prıvate, and
publicly the Lrue church 15 attacked by VarlOous kinds of eNeMmM1es Turks, PODCS, kings,
and PrNCES who AIC accomplices f LL y by oword and tire destroy 1t Hereın,

they AIC 110 1LLUTIC uULLYy able about by L9) f 11115 and wiıth greater multi-
tude f unanımıty, they establish decrees 1n the Synod of rent, of 1C ILaLLYy AIC pat-
ently alse, 1LLUIC AIC truly ambiguous and sophistical. In Oorder establish these, kings
add edicts wrıtten 1n [8710]

Till 110 fOor ILaLLYy they hold OUuUTt 1n (I)LLIT face 1<e the head of (Orgon the 1L1ALLLC of
church, f SynOods, the catholic LOMNSCILSUS, by 1C. ‚VE 1t ILLALLY AIC moved, neverthe-
less ßl who truly worship Ciod understand the TYTAU!: and learn refute this deception.
There 15 (I11! clear and csteadfast rule, 1C emolishes thıs delusion: „1f ALLYOLLC teaches
another gospel, let him be anathema «

But the tacts themselves speak, manifestly combat certaın Tridentine decrees wiıth
the gospel and wiıth these VCLY “{)111CGCC5 of the “C ] 1L1U115 of Abraham, where 1t 15 Sa1d „Ab-
raham eI1eVvVEe! God, and 1t W 4A5 reckoned him righteousness.«5%

Ibd XXVI-XXVIL
56 Ibd C{ Cal 1:8; (: 15:6
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The polemic against Trent and the threat of imperial repression of the
Evangelical church does not remain only in the background, however. This
third volume of the Genesis Lectures conveys Luther’s rich evangelical ex-
position of the narrative of Jacob (Genesis chapters 25–36). As Melanchthon
waxes eloquent on Jacob’s later prophecies of righteousness and eternal life
through Shiloh (Gn 49:10), who will crush the head of the serpent and abol-
ish sin and death, he does so »for this purpose only«:

that at the outset I might admonish the young that in these histories not only should
they seek examples of household and political life, but especially a kind of doctrine –
even the consensus of the first teachers of the church – to be contemplated in faith and
in prayer, so that we might encourage ourselves by their consensus. The same hearers,
witnesses, and propagators of the gospel are Adam, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for now
this blessing of God sounds forth in those churches that embrace the doctrine of Luther,
which he sets forth in these commentaries and elsewhere.55

Later in the preface Melanchthon lays in sharp contrast to this ancient con-
sensus the new teaching which empire and papal church are seeking to
impose upon the faithful churches of God in Germany, as Melanchthon
reflects both on political events and on decrees that have emerged from the
Council of Trent:

At this time, discord among those most closely related persistently occurs in private, and
publicly the true church is attacked by various kinds of enemies – Turks, popes, kings,
and princes who are accomplices of popes try by sword and fire to destroy it. […] Herein,
as they are now more fully able to go about by power of arms and with a greater multi-
tude of unanimity, they establish decrees in the Synod of Trent, of which many are pat-
ently false, more are truly ambiguous and sophistical. In order to establish these, kings
add edicts written in blood.

Till now for so many years they hold out in our face like the head of Gorgon the name of
church, of synods, the catholic consensus, by which even if many are moved, neverthe-
less all who truly worship God understand the fraud and learn to refute this deception.
There is one clear and steadfast rule, which demolishes this delusion: »If anyone teaches
another gospel, let him be anathema.«

But the facts themselves speak, manifestly to combat certain Tridentine decrees with
the gospel and with these very sources of the sermons of Abraham, where it is said: »Ab-
raham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.«56

55 Ibd., XXVI–XXVII.
56 Ibd., XXVII–XXVIII. Cf. Gal 1:8; Gn 15:6.
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Throughout the remaınder f the preface, LW LNOTC f densely rhe
orical p  J Melanchthon refutes the decrees f Irent At the CeENTtTer f
Melanchthon’s 15 the doctrine f justification Anl 1ts corollary,
the cCertalinty f salyatıon for hbelievers. In Melanchthon’s 1CW Irent’'s de.
CICC justification judges „that all people cshould Temaın 1n doubt hıs
PIOVCS, Melanchthon AaSSCITS, that 1fs authors ATC »eNeM1€ESs f the church f
(10d« who »M1ISUSEe these church, SYyNOd, a! catholic oOnNnSs  S115.«5/
hıs categorical reject1on f the councıl’s authority Anl the papal church’s
cla1m represcht the unıversal church MUST AaVeE impressed the readers f
Luther’s eNeES1IS Lectures 1n 1552 Anl 1n the decades thereafter. SO that
theır »200d mMinds« (L  = hbe strengthened, the preface exhorts them »rTead
studiously the NUMECNTS f Luther, I1 which thiıs oOMMENTALY
Moses 15 lıke “ \W ATl SoNg. «59

The image f Luther WL 15 rem1ıNıSCeENt f the Reftormer’s z
CO  fs regarding prophecy attrıbuted Jan Hus though actually (0()11-

flated wıth woOords f Jerome f Prague).59 Luther had saıd 1n 15 3L, „Sa1iınt
Johannes Hus prophesied about 11L when he from the prıson 1n Bohe-
M 14 actually, Constancel: ‚They ll 110 since Hus
700Se], hut 1n ()VCT hundred they 111 eaqr “ \W ATl SINZ.c«60 By namıng
Luther’s eNnes1s Lectures the Reformer’s »5W Al SONS, «51 Melanchthon’s
preface Luther’s published woOords the CONtUNULINgG LrUumMDELT f the

44;
55 Ibd XIX

See HAUFFEN, Huısz 1ne (:ans Luther e1IN Schwan in Untersuchungen und Quellen
ZUL germanischen und romanıschen Philologie Johann Va dargebracht Va  - seiInNen
Kollegen und Schülern, / weıter Teil, 1975, 1—28), C5D A4—

': 30,5; 357,1I1 —77 (mMYy translation]). (n Luther’s identification wiıth Hus’s MOvement
„CC Iso HENDRIX, ‚We AÄAre AIl Huss1ıtes«: Hus and Luther Revisited (ARG 65, 19 7/74,
134-161); and ()JBERMAN, Hus and Luther: Prophets of Radical Retormation
in The ( ontenti1ous Triangle: Church, ate, and University. Williams, ed by

PETERSEN/CALVIN ÄUGUSTINE PATER, 19090, 55— J1 66}
OI The literary image f “ VW ATl SINg1INg hortly betore 1tseSUCH 4CK Aeschylus 4

B.C.| and has rich history. SEe ÄRNOTT, wan ONgs in (:reece Rome 24
1977, 149-153|. FOor 1LLUIC Luther and the “ VW ATl image, “CC Luther mi1t dem Schwan.
Tod und Verklärung e1Nes großen Mannes. Katalog ZUL Ausstellung 1n der Lutherhalle
Wittenberg anläflslich des 450 Todestages Va  - Martın Luther Va Februar his No-
vember 1996, hg LUTHERHALLE VWITTENBERG 1n erb mi1t SEIB, 1996
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Throughout the remainder of the preface, two more pages of densely rhe-
torical prose, Melanchthon refutes the decrees of Trent. At the center of
Melanchthon’s argument is the doctrine of justification and its corollary,
the certainty of salvation for believers. In Melanchthon’s view Trent’s de-
cree on justification judges »that all people should remain in doubt.« This
proves, Melanchthon asserts, that its authors are »enemies of the church of
God« who »misuse these names: church, synod, and catholic consensus.«57

This categorical rejection of the council’s authority and the papal church’s
claim to represent the universal church must have impressed the readers of
Luther’s Genesis Lectures in 1552 and in the decades thereafter. So that
their »good minds« can be strengthened, the preface exhorts them to »read
studiously the monuments of Luther, among which this commentary on
Moses is like a swan song.«58

The image of Luther as a swan is reminiscent of the Reformer’s own
comments regarding a prophecy attributed to Jan Hus (though actually con-
flated with words of Jerome of Prague).59 Luther had said in 1531, »Saint
Johannes Hus prophesied about me, when he wrote from the prison in Bohe-
mia [actually, Constance]: ›They will now roast a goose (since Hus means a
goose), but in over a hundred years they will hear a swan sing.‹«60 By naming
Luther’s Genesis Lectures as the Reformer’s »swan song,«61 Melanchthon’s
preface presents Luther’s published words as the continuing trumpet of the

57 WA 44; XVIII.
58 Ibd., XXIX.
59 See A. Hauffen, Husz eine Gans – Luther ein Schwan (in: Untersuchungen und Quellen

zur germanischen und romanischen Philologie. Johann von Kelle dargebracht von seinen
Kollegen und Schülern, Zweiter Teil, ND 1975, 1–28), esp. 4–7.

60 WA 30,3; 387,18–22 (my translation). On Luther’s identification with Hus’s movement
see also S. Hendrix, ›We Are All Hussites‹: Hus and Luther Revisited (ARG 65, 1974,
134–161); and H.A. Oberman, Hus and Luther: Prophets of a Radical Reformation
(in: The Contentious Triangle: Church, State, and University. FS G.H. Williams, ed. by
R.L. Petersen/Calvin Augustine Pater, 1999, 135–166).

61 The literary image of a swan singing shortly before its death goes back to Aeschylus (458
B.C.) and has a rich history. See W.G. Arnott, Swan Songs (in: Greece & Rome 24:2,
1977, 149–153). For more on Luther and the swan image, see Luther mit dem Schwan.
Tod und Verklärung eines großen Mannes. Katalog zur Ausstellung in der Lutherhalle
Wittenberg anläßlich des 450. Todestages von Martin Luther vom 21. Februar bis 10. No-
vember 1996, hg. v. Lutherhalle Wittenberg in Verb. mit G. Seib, 1996.
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Retormer for the em battled church beyond hıs z lıtetime. He W 15 thus
claiming Luther’s authority for hıs z aCt1IVItYy f CONsStructıve CINSAHC-
mMent wıth the S14axon Overnment for renewed Evangelical church wıthın
the Holy Roman Empire f the (:;erman Natıon, aCtIVItYV that included
public imperial policies seeking the restoratıon f unıfiıed
Roman Catholic Church wıthın the empıre ell the eC1-
S10NS that had een made AT the Councıl f Irent.62

Like hıs elder colleague Martın Luther, Philip Melanchthon hbelieved
that hıs time W 15 apocalypticd »„thıs delirio0us old A f the world 1n
which »J11A411LYV characters ATC am bbitious a! sedit10us, Anl the m adness f
the Devil 15 also STCALCI« for he kknows the tiıme 15 chort betfore the Son f
Ciod ADDCAaIs »adorn hıs church wıth eternal glory.«63 Threats the Frue
church from emp1re a! pDapal church MUST hbe mMet wıth bold rebuttal
ell caretul diplomacy.

RBut there 15 also the threat f internal discord Anl barbarısm. More
suhtle 1n the rhetoric f thıs preface than hıs polemics agalnst pDapal church
Anl council, hut nevertheless clear, 15 Melanchthon’s deep feeling f hbe
trayal by those closest hiım Anl the Wittenberg Reformation. Fırst
there W 15 the CONTtFOVEISY ()VCT the nterım Anl the attacks f the Magde-
burgers, 1n particular Flacıus. But 1n Melanchthon Anl Flacius found
themselves the “-A111C sıde 1n significant dispute ()VCT the doctrine f JUS-
tificatıon wıth Andreas Osiander, formerly f Nuremberg Anl SINCE 549
„the »PIIMarus« DProfessor f theology as he Often referred himselt) AT the
recently ounded Unıiversity f Königsberg.«°4 It seemed clear Melan-

067 AÄG noted insightiully by Heınz cNne1ıble 1n his biography of Melanchthon, Melan-
chthon’s rationale 1n returnıng Wittenberg the subject of the 11C Elector, instead of
accepting ALLY f several other imore attractive] offers fOr employment, W5 4S6 hıs
CONVICLHON that the Un1ivers1ity of Wittenberg W 4A5 symbolic theologica and ecclesi-
astıcal CeNfer of the Retormation 1n (+eImMany, and that AIl public rebuttal of the ( . OUnN-
c11 of TrTen: imperial religious policy wWwonu have been dangerous the imprisoned
Duke ohn Frederick and hıs SU115, chould Melanc.  on have remaıined 1n the SPIVICE of
Ernestine 5SaXonYy 1t sought evelop 11C Hochschule 211 Jena See SCHEIBLE, Mel.
anchthon (see 331, 176-182, C5D I1Sıt

63 44; XIX
64 ( In the Osiandrian CONTLIOVEISY “CC especlally VWENGERT, Defending Faith Lutheran

Responses Andreas Osiander’s Loctrine of Justification, 1—15509, ()172 (quote,
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Reformer for the embattled church beyond his own lifetime. He was thus
claiming Luther’s authority for his own activity of constructive engage-
ment with the Saxon government for a renewed Evangelical church within
the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, activity that included a
public response to imperial policies seeking the restoration of a unified
Roman Catholic Church within the empire as well as a response to the deci-
sions that had been made at the Council of Trent.62

Like his elder colleague Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon believed
that his time was an apocalyptic age: »this delirious old age of the world« in
which »many characters are ambitious and seditious, and the madness of
the Devil is also greater« – for he knows the time is short before the Son of
God appears to »adorn his church with eternal glory.«63 Threats to the true
church from empire and papal church must be met with bold rebuttal as
well as careful diplomacy.

But there is also the threat of internal discord and barbarism. More
subtle in the rhetoric of this preface than his polemics against papal church
and council, but nevertheless clear, is Melanchthon’s deep feeling of be-
trayal by those closest to him and to the Wittenberg Reformation. First
there was the controversy over the Interim and the attacks of the Magde-
burgers, in particular Flacius. But in 1552 Melanchthon and Flacius found
themselves on the same side in a significant dispute over the doctrine of jus-
tification with Andreas Osiander, formerly of Nuremberg and since 1549
»the ›primarius‹ professor of theology (as he often referred to himself) at the
recently founded University of Königsberg.«64 It seemed clear to Melan-

62 As noted insightfully by Heinz Scheible in his biography of Melanchthon, Melan-
chthon’s rationale in returning to Wittenberg as the subject of the new Elector, instead of
accepting any of several other (more attractive) offers for employment, was based on his
conviction that the University of Wittenberg was symbolic as a theological and ecclesi-
astical center of the Reformation in Germany, and that any public rebuttal of the Coun-
cil of Trent or imperial religious policy would have been dangerous to the imprisoned
Duke John Frederick and his sons, should Melanchthon have remained in the service of
Ernestine Saxony as it sought to develop a new Hochschule at Jena. See Scheible, Mel-
anchthon (see n. 33), 176–182, esp. 181f.

63 WA 44; XXIX.
64 On the Osiandrian controversy see especially T.J. Wengert, Defending Faith: Lutheran

Responses to Andreas Osiander’s Doctrine of Justification, 1551–1559, 2012 (quote,
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chthon that 1n these last days the deviıl W 15 having heyday 1n („ermManYy
wıth iıckle emperamentTtSs Anl am bbitious Anl sedit1io0us characters. The PCI-
sıstent, prıvate „»discord those IMOST closely related« that Melan-
chthon had mentioned AT the head f hıs polemic agalnst 1 rent®5 W 1415 Me-
anchthon’s WadY f bemoaning the Often hitter strıfe I1Evangelicals 1n

CT f discord. These ATC „the wounds f the church« incıted by demons,
iıllustrated 1n the history f eNeSs1ISs by such AfrOC1IOUS CY1MEeSs Reuben’s
INCESfFUQOUS INtercourse wıth hıs ather’s wife Anl the attempt f Joseph’s
brothers kıl1] hım Jacob’s IMOST hostile 15 hıs z brother, ESau,
„who by NACLUure 15 NE1TYTEST him, raiıned by paternal discipline for the “A1L11IC

profession regarding (GOd, for the “A1L11IC worship, a! for practice f al VIT-
EUES Na paın 15 „when divısıon f relatıves Aa rends becomes
IYy 1n the church, | for wound 15 LOTC cruel, SdyYS Sophocles,
than the detection f friend. «66

As 1n Luther’s eXpOosıtion f („enesI1Ss, where the patriarchal history PTIO-
vides spiritual oOMMENTALY the faıth Journeys f the Retormer Anl the
students 1n hıs classroom, also 1n Melanchthon’s prefaces the pub
lıshed eNeES1IS Lectures readers ATC invıted CC theırz experience M17-
rored 1n the lıves f the patriarchs.°7

FOor thıs 1C450011 1t 15 vecCLY useftul consider Often and diligently the worship and “C ] 1110115

of these tathers, that yOoLU might truly know that yOoL AIC the Companıon of their
demption, al and worship, and co-heir of eternal glory. ©8

10} Wengert „CC 5 Melanchthon’s polemic agalnst Ten: 1n the preface bearing
throughout oubtext agalnst Osiander: „In thıs preface, he I5 managed separate
Osiander’s interpretation of justification from Luther’s. Righteousness W 4A5 imputed \not
NIUSE! 1t W 4A5 equated wıth forgiveness of SIN (not doing righteous things]); 11C 18
and obedience and cf. Rm 5:I| AILLILIC result of justification \not Cause)}.«
Ibd 51

65 See above 211 56
44;

67 ( In Luther’s practice f interpreting the patriarchal narratıves 1n eNnes1is M1rror f
the experience f Christians In hıs () W day, „CC MAYXTIELD (see 31, 12—31.59—7/2, and
the literature ciıted there

44; ohn Calvıin used csimilar image that used by Melanc.  On here; „CC

(zREENE-MCCOREIGHT, ‚We AIC (L ompan1ons the Patriarchs« Scripture Absorbs
Calvin’s ÖOr Modern Theology I 1998, 213-224).
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chthon that in these last days the devil was having a heyday in Germany
with fickle temperaments and ambitious and seditious characters. The per-
sistent, private »discord among those most closely related« that Melan-
chthon had mentioned at the head of his polemic against Trent65 was Me-
lanchthon’s way of bemoaning the often bitter strife among Evangelicals in
an era of discord. These are »the wounds of the church« incited by demons,
illustrated in the history of Genesis by such atrocious crimes as Reuben’s
incestuous intercourse with his father’s wife and the attempt of Joseph’s
brothers to kill him. Jacob’s most hostile enemy is his own brother, Esau,
»who by nature is nearest to him, trained by paternal discipline for the same
profession regarding God, for the same worship, and for practice of all vir-
tues.« No pain is so great as »when division of relatives and friends becomes
customary in the church, […] for no wound is more cruel, says Sophocles,
than the defection of a friend.«66

As in Luther’s exposition of Genesis, where the patriarchal history pro-
vides a spiritual commentary on the faith journeys of the Reformer and the
students in his classroom, so also in Melanchthon’s prefaces to the pub-
lished Genesis Lectures readers are invited to see their own experience mir-
rored in the lives of the patriarchs.67

For this reason it is very useful to consider often and diligently the worship and sermons
of these fathers, so that you might truly know that you are the companion of their re-
demption, faith, and worship, and co-heir of eternal glory.68

p. 10). Wengert sees Melanchthon’s polemic against Trent in the 1552 preface as bearing
throughout a subtext against Osiander: »In this preface, he also managed to separate
Osiander’s interpretation of justification from Luther’s. Righteousness was imputed (not
infused); it was equated with forgiveness of sin (not doing righteous things); new light
and obedience and peace [cf. Rm 5:1] came as a result of justification (not as a cause).«
Ibd., 311.

65 See above at n. 56.
66 WA 44; XXVII.
67 On Luther’s practice of interpreting the patriarchal narratives in Genesis as a mirror of

the experience of Christians in his own day, see Maxfield (see n. 3), 12–31.59–72, and
the literature cited there.

68 WA 44; XXVII. John Calvin used a similar image as that used by Melanchthon here; see
K. Greene-McCreight, ›We are Companions to the Patriarchs‹ or Scripture Absorbs
Calvin’s World (Modern Theology 14, 1998, 213–224).
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ANY f historical distance between prescnt reader Anl hıstorical TEXT
15 purposefully submerged. As thiıs erasıng f hıstorical distance W 15 also
Luther’s practice 1n lecturing the bıblical LOXT, the TEXT f Luther’s (:en-
esS1IS Lectures did NOT eed Creatıve redacting 1n Order Melan-
chthon’s a! the edıitors’ PUTDOSCS. Through the renewed effort publish
Luther’s lectures eNnes1s 1n the early 50S, Melanchthon Anl hıs col
laborators WEIC presenting the late Retormer’s Aa IMOST extenNsıve
bıblical exposıt1ion theır cContemporarıes a! POoster1ty f
fortifying hbelievers f the Lrue church f Cod 1n the midst f demonically
inspired attacls from false church a! 1fs PODC a! cCouncil, from -

lately turnıng Cyrant, Aa from brethren who, 1n Melanchthon’s CYCS,
aVeE een Oovertaken by fickleness, ambition, sedition, Anl 1n S(IT11C

false doctrine. Deeply wounded by the attacks f fellow Evangelicals, Mel
anchthon chows 1n hıs preface the volume published 1n that he W 15

NOT about SsUurrender either the attacks f fellow Evangelicals hıs
theological leadership 1n Wittenberg the false teaching f Os1i1ander
the chief artıcle f Christian doctrine, CVCIN he W 15 NOT about surrender

emperor’s nterım law for the (:;erman Evangelical churches the
decrees that had een issued AT the Councıl f Irent

1wo later the final installment f the lectures would ADPDPCAalL, wıth
preface 5TO the godly Anl faiıthful reader« by the volume’s editor, Heinrich

Besold. The first halt f the preface rehearses the history f publishing these
lectures f Luther, » ear teacher, « emphasizing the wısh f the Re-
former that they hbe preserved SCTIVC pOoster1ty a! acknowledging the role
f the students takıng the Anl especlally Veıt Dietrich 1n ( OTEL

ng the publication effort .69 Like Melanchthon, Besold calls the eNnNes1ISs
Lectures Luther’s “ \W ATl SULN8, which cshould longer lıe hıdden 7° Slipping
1INtoOo („erman, Besold describes the boolk f eNeES1IS PreC10Us ‚ köstlich],

history where the ORD has spoken.7! Indeed 1n all the scrıpture the ORD
speaks, pushing Orward LLOTC est1mon1€es f the Son than f the Father,
CVCIN 1n the Old Testament .72

69 44; XX  >
Ibd XX

/1 Ibd
Ibd
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Any sense of historical distance between present reader and historical text
is purposefully submerged. As this erasing of historical distance was also
Luther’s practice in lecturing on the biblical text, the text of Luther’s Gen-
esis Lectures did not need creative redacting in order to serve Melan-
chthon’s and the editors’ purposes. Through the renewed effort to publish
Luther’s lectures on Genesis in the early 1550s, Melanchthon and his col-
laborators were presenting the late Reformer’s greatest and most extensive
biblical exposition to their contemporaries and to posterity as a means of
fortifying believers of the true church of God in the midst of demonically
inspired attacks from a false church and its pope and council, from an em-
peror lately turning tyrant, and from brethren who, in Melanchthon’s eyes,
have been overtaken by fickleness, ambition, sedition, and in some cases
false doctrine. Deeply wounded by the attacks of fellow Evangelicals, Mel-
anchthon shows in his preface to the volume published in 1552 that he was
not about to surrender either to the attacks of fellow Evangelicals on his
theological leadership in Wittenberg or to the false teaching of Osiander on
the chief article of Christian doctrine, even as he was not about to surrender
to an emperor’s Interim law for the German Evangelical churches or to the
decrees that had been issued at the Council of Trent.

Two years later the final installment of the lectures would appear, with
a preface »to the godly and faithful reader« by the volume’s editor, Heinrich
Besold. The first half of the preface rehearses the history of publishing these
lectures of Luther, »our dear teacher,« emphasizing the wish of the Re-
former that they be preserved to serve posterity and acknowledging the role
of the students taking the notes and especially Veit Dietrich in commenc-
ing the publication effort.69 Like Melanchthon, Besold calls the Genesis
Lectures Luther’s swan song, which should no longer lie hidden.70 Slipping
into German, Besold describes the book of Genesis as precious (köstlich),
a history where the Lord has spoken.71 Indeed in all the scripture the Lord

speaks, pushing forward more testimonies of the Son than of the Father,
even in the Old Testament.72

69 WA 44; XXX.
70 Ibd., XXXI.
71 Ibd., XXXII.
72 Ibd., XXXII–XXXIII.
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These would al] aVeE een famılıar themes the readers f the PIC-
V1IOUS prefaces, hut Just past m1idway through the preface Besold hıs
maın lnterest: eXpOos1IN£ much LNOTC overtly than Melanchthon had ONne 1n

52} Anl refuting the »CMDT talk |XEVOQWOVLOL| f Os1ander the doctrine
f justification.«73 Though Os1ander had died 1n 2, Nuremberg remaıned

CeNTter both for hıs followers Aa for actıve OPppONCNTS f hıs doctrine, Be-
sold ‚ Osiander’s z son-1n-l1aw! I1 the latter. Indeed, Timothy Wen-
gert 1n hıs TrTeCcCent analysis f Lutheran TESDONSCS Os1ander characterizes
the TEXT »„Besold’s z feTY, antı-Os1iandrıan preface« Anl VICWS 1t the
catalyst for formal complaint Anl iInvest1gatıon f the Nuremberg Pads-

pace O€s NOT permıit analysıs f Besold’s argum ents > hut the pOo1lnNt
15 made thıs preface, Just the DPrev10Us three, enlists Luther’s eNnes1s
Lectures 1n the ONZ01N£ struggles f the Evangelical churches 1n („ermany
The Retormer W 15 (10d’s InNnstrument whose works MUST hbe preserved
that they conNtınue speak. As Besold wrıtes Car the CN! f hıs preface:

FOor thıs vecCLY 16450011 the SOn of God, Sıtting 211 the right hand f the Father, In these last
times raısed Luther and otheral interpreters 1n the household of Ciod Their
DOS1t10NS and contfessions f PULC doctrine MUuStT be preserved that AIC strengthened
by their IM OST vehement 1dmonition and AIC NOT driven and {rO, carrned about by N}  Y
wınd f doctrine hrough the craftiness of IC hrough the subtlety by 1C. they qssa1l
US, wiıth the result that they seduce 115.76

Fach f the four original volumes f Luther’s Lectures eNeSs1ISs W 15 pref-
aced by TEXT that introduced the Reformer’s exXxposıtion INnstrument f
PUTIC teaching f the Word f Cod for the needs f the CONtEMLDOA VAan-
gelical churches f („ermany TOM Melanchthon’s UuSC f natural philos-
ophy 1n hıs effort SUPDOTIT Luther’s understanding f the gospel a! the
lıfe f the church 1n 1544, hıs Anl the editors’ clear approprlatiıon f
Luther’s authority eXPOS1LtOr f (10d’s Word 1n the midst f the VAarlOuUs
CY1SES f the Retormation churches 1n the early 50S, these authors 1NtrO-
duced Luther’s evangelical oOMMENTALY NOT sSimply SOUTCEC f the Re-

73 Ibd
VWENGERT, Defending Faith (see 64}, 224

75 See ibd., 27.0—77. 6 and 413 tOr analysis f thıs portion of Besold’s preface In the CONTEXT of
the Nurembergers’ role 1n the Osiandrian CONTLIOVEISY.

76 44; ct Eph 4.14
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These would all have been familiar themes to the readers of the pre-
vious prefaces, but just past midway through the preface Besold turns to his
main interest: exposing (much more overtly than Melanchthon had done in
1552) and refuting the »empty talk [��������
] of Osiander on the doctrine
of justification.«73 Though Osiander had died in 1552, Nuremberg remained
a center both for his followers and for active opponents of his doctrine, Be-
sold (Osiander’s own son-in-law) among the latter. Indeed, Timothy Wen-
gert in his recent analysis of Lutheran responses to Osiander characterizes
the text as »Besold’s own fiery, anti-Osiandrian preface« and views it as the
catalyst for a formal complaint and investigation of the Nuremberg pas-
tor.74 Space does not permit analysis of Besold’s arguments75 but the point
is made: this preface, just as the previous three, enlists Luther’s Genesis
Lectures in the ongoing struggles of the Evangelical churches in Germany.
The Reformer was God’s instrument whose works must be preserved so
that they continue to speak. As Besold writes near the end of his preface:

For this very reason the Son of God, sitting at the right hand of the Father, in these last
times raised up Luther and other faithful interpreters in the household of God. Their ex-
positions and confessions of pure doctrine must be preserved so that we are strengthened
by their most vehement admonition and are not driven to and fro, carried about by every
wind of doctrine through the craftiness of men, through the subtlety by which they assail
us, with the result that they seduce us.76

Each of the four original volumes of Luther’s Lectures on Genesis was pref-
aced by a text that introduced the Reformer’s exposition as an instrument of
pure teaching of the Word of God for the needs of the contemporary Evan-
gelical churches of Germany. From Melanchthon’s use of natural philos-
ophy in his effort to support Luther’s understanding of the gospel and the
life of the church in 1544, to his and the editors’ clear appropriation of
Luther’s authority as an expositor of God’s Word in the midst of the various
crises of the Reformation churches in the early 1550s, these authors intro-
duced Luther’s evangelical commentary not simply as a source of the Re-

73 Ibd., XXXIV.
74 Wengert, Defending Faith (see n. 64), 224.
75 See ibd., 220–226 and 413 for analysis of this portion of Besold’s preface in the context of

the Nurembergers’ role in the Osiandrian controversy.
76 WA 44; XXXVI; cf. Eph 4:14.
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Ormer’s MAatfure thought hut kınd f revelatıon f Cod for the church 1n
theiır z day.77 Presenting thıs AaST Anl rich eXpOos1ıtion f eNeES1IS
faiıthful aCCOUNtTINS f the old professor’s teaching 1n hıs Uun1ıvers1ity ecture
hall for the CONtEMLDOFALY church, indeed Luther’s »5W 4A1l SUNL5, « they
published these volumes that the Wittenberg Swan would CONtTINUE
SINS.

AÄG late 55, when the first nglish translatiıon f Luther’s eXpOos1ıt1iON of the first five
chapters of enesis appeared, this tradıtional approach Luther’s published lectures
W 4A5 preserved 1n fascinating WdY 211 the LOP of the title PaAasC the words „LUIHER

Nlrz« ADDCAL, ell quotation trom the epistle the Hebrews, 3 By it,
he being dead, yetL speakth« sic} There ollows preface by the translator that LOILLVCYS
rhetorically appeal the CONTLEMPOKALY church hear the Retormer that 15 1n thıs

csimilar the original prefaces. SEe LUTHER, The (.reatıon (see 10}
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former’s mature thought but as a kind of revelation of God for the church in
their own day.77 Presenting this vast and rich exposition of Genesis as a
faithful accounting of the old professor’s teaching in his university lecture
hall for the contemporary church, indeed as Luther’s »swan song,« they
published these volumes so that the Wittenberg Swan would continue to
sing.

77 As late as 1858, when the first English translation of Luther’s exposition of the first five
chapters of Genesis appeared, this traditional approach to Luther’s published lectures
was preserved in a fascinating way: at the top of the title page the words »LUTHER
STILL SPEAKING« appear, as well a quotation from the epistle to the Hebrews, »By it,
he being dead, yet speakth« (sic). There follows a preface by the translator that conveys
rhetorically an appeal to the contemporary church to hear the Reformer that is in this re-
spect similar to the original prefaces. See Luther, The Creation (see n. 10).
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