In conclusion, Jensen argued
that the Wittenberg Concord pro-
vided some creative and flexible
solutions to some of the most frac-
tious inter-Protestant debates over
the sacraments. It also strengthened

the Schmalkaldic League. Thus,
the Wittenberg Concord was quite
successful, at least for a few years,
in providing a helpful space for di-
alogue on these matters at a crucial
time in the reformation era.

Luther on the Concept of Knowledge

Seminar Leader: [lmari Karimies

Reporter: Ilmari Karimies

The seminar on Luther on the con-
cept of knowledge examined models
of Luther’s anthropology, philosoph-
ical and theological psychology as
well as ontology with regard to the
concept of knowledge. Focus was on
Luther’s view of the nature of faith
as a cognition and its relation to the
Medieval theories of cognition from
12th to the 15th Century, especially
the theory of illumination, as well as
the ontological underpinning of the
theory.

The seminar was chaired by II-
mari Karimies, who lectured on his
2017 doctoral dissertation »In your
Light we see the Light: Martin Lu-
ther’s Understanding of Faith and
Reality between 1513 and 15271«
Alongside this, some 18 pages of ex-
cerpts from Luther’s Biblical com-
mentaries from 1515 to 1521 were

discussed and compared to excerpts
from other medieval Augustinian
authors. The aim was to demonstrate
that Luther’s view of the cognition of
God incorporated ideas of the Augus-
tinian mystical tradition, such as the
idea of the cognition of God being an
ecstatic cognition where the object
exceeds the capacity of the subject
and the soul is taken captive by the
object, as well as using a number of
images and schemes which appear in
the mystical texts of medieval Au-
gustinianism. The main point of Ka-
rimies was that the central concept
of the texts, the light of faith (lumen
fidei), can best be understood as in
relation to the Augustinian theory of
illumination, and that Luther’s con-
cept of faith as immediate but partial
knowledge of God stands in continu-
ity with that tradition.
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Inaddition, Anthony Steinbronn
presented on God’s hiddenness and
presence under the so-called larvae
Dei, focusing especially on Luther’s

Commentary on Genesis. The other
participants did not give a paper of
their own.

Der >frithe« Luther im Spiegel seiner Tischreden

Seminarleiter: Ingo Klitzsch

Berichterstatter: Ingo Klitzsch

Unser Lutherbild, insbesondere das
des »frithen Luthers., ist in nicht ge-
ringem Mafle von den sog. >Tischre-
den« geprigt, wie ein exemplarischer
Blick in aktuelle Luther-Biogra-
phien zeigt. Leider weist die v.a. von
Ernst Kroker Anfang des 20. Jahr-
hunderts verantwortete Ausgabe
(WAT 1-6, erginzt durch die Nach-
tragsbande WA 48 u. 59) aus heuti-
ger Perspektive erhebliche Mingel
auf. Dass zu den Desideraten der
Tischredenforschung neben einer
Neuedition insbesondere auch die
Klirung grundlegender hermeneu-
tisch-methodischer Fragen gehort,
wurde in jingster Zeit zu Recht
betont (vgl. Martin Luthers Tisch-
reden. Neuansitze der Forschung,
hg. v. Katharina Birenfinger u.a.,
Tiibingen 2013).

Deshalb traten im Seminar ne-
ben die thematischen Fragen immer
auch methodische. Zudem wurde
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der vielgestaltigen Handschriften-
uberlieferung breiter Raum gewid-
met, in den Analysen aber auch mit-
tels exemplarischer Vorstellung von
Zeugen der verschiedenen Uberlie-
ferungsstufen der >Tischreden.. Fiir
die »frithen Nachschriften< wurden
Handschriften von Veit Dietrich
(Ntrnberg, Stadtbibliothek, Cent.
V, App. 75) und Georg Rorer (Jena,
Thuringer Universitits- und Lan-
desbibliothek, Ms. Bos. q. 24¢; Ms.
Bos. q. 24f; Ms. Bos. q. 24s) herange-
zogen. Hinzu kamen die auf Kaspar
Khumer zuriickgehende Sammel-
handschrift (Dresden, Sichsische
Landesbibliothek, Ms. A 180) so-
wie nach Loci geordnete Traditio-
nen (Gotha, Universitits- und For-
schungsbibliothek  Erfurt/Gotha,
Chart. A 402; Halle, Universitits-
und Landesbibliothek Sachsen-An-
halt, Auflenstelle Franckesche Stif-
tungen, D 116 2°) und schliefilich



